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ADVERTISEMENT*. 


'  I  "**  O  this  new  and  additional  Volume  of  the 
Hiftory  of  the  Vv'"efl:  Indies,  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Author  to  prefix  a  Preface,  touching 
every  fource  of  additional  intelligence,  every  redlifi- 
cation  of  error,  and  the  general  completion  of  his 
views,  in  fumifhing  every  document  of  commerce, 
of  policy,  and  of  natural  hiflory,  as  connected  with 
the  countries  and  the  people  he  defcribes.  He 
had  carefully  revifed  and  correded  the  text  of  his 
Book,  preparatory  to  fuch  effay,  developing  the 
fcheme  of  its  conftruaion,  and  the  philofophy  of 
its  contents.  But  death  interrupted  the  defign ; — 
and  ere  the  lafl  ineet  was  revifed  from  the  prefs, 
—Bryan  Edwards  was  no  more  I  He  had  long 
fuffered  from  the  diforder  which  brought  him  to  the 


grave, 
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grave,  and  feemed  to  forefee  the  hour  of  difTolu- 
tion  haftening  on  ;  as  the  Sketch  of  his  Life,  written 
by  himfelf,  clearly  denotes.  Rendered  incapable 
by  weaknefs  and  difeafe,  of  completing  his  greater 
defign  of  a  Prefatory  Difcourfe,  yet,  with  a  fond 
anxiety  for  honefl:  fame,  he  roufed  the  embers  of  his 
genius, — -to  claim  a  fair  reputation  with  pofterity  for 
induftry,  integrity,  and  candid  expofition  of  the 
talents  and  acquirements  which  introduced  him  to 
publick  notice.  The  firmnefs  of  his  mind,  and  the 
cheerfulnefs  of  his  temper,  which  throughout  a  long 
and' checquered  life,  gave  confidence  to  his  friend- 
{hips,  and  delight  in  his  fociety,  forfook  him  not, 
as  he  apprehended  its  laft  fhort  hour  before  him  : 
— This  he  clearly  fnows,  when  turning  from  the 
awful  coniideration  of  futurity,  to  look  back  on 
bis  paft  life,  himfelf  brings  the  retrofped;  to  our 
view ;  and  defcribes  the  fcene  in  {o  pure  and 
lively  colours,  with  no  gloom  from  difcontent, 
and  no  fhade  from  remorfe,  that  we  readily  infer 
the  nature  of  the  light  which  fo  beamed  on  this 
his  laft  work,  and  to  his  laft  hour; — and  pro- 
nounce its  emanation  to  be  from  the  pure  con- 
fcience  of  '  a  benevolent  and  upright  man.'  Under 
6  fuch 
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fuch  impreflion,  the  Editor  has  peculiar  fatis- 
faction  in  fulfilling  the  injunftion  of  his  departed 
friend,  and  prefixing  to  this  Edition  "  The  Life 
OF  THE  Author,  wp.ttten  by  Himself."  — 
The  time  at  which  it  was  compofed,  and  the  compofi- 
tion  itfelf,  imprefs  the  Editor  with  every  feeling  of 
dear  regard  and  of  duty  ;  and,  (as  a  part  of  that 
duty)  with  the  propriety  of  fubmitting  fome  further 
remark  on  tiiis  lafl:  literary  effort  of  his  excellent 
Friend.  Thofe  who  knew  and  were  intimate  with 
Mr.  Bryan  Edwards,  will  recognize,  in  this  fhort 
account  of  himfelf,  the  energy  of  mind,  the  in- 
duftry,  and  the  truth,  v/hich  characterized  his  con- 
verfations  and  his  life ;  but  all  mufl:  allow,  and 
fome  muft  objed,  that  much  therein  is  omitted, 
vvhich  has  ufual  and  proper  place  in  biography,  and 
which  the  Editor  might  be  prefamed,  or  be  called 
upon,  to  fupply.  Some  account  might  be  required, 
of  his  literary  effays  and  legifiative  acts,  fo  efficient 
in  the  caufe  of  humanity  towards  the  negroes,  whilft 
a  member  of  the  affem^bly  in  Jamaica  :— Some  ac- 
count might  be  demanded,  of  this  good  and  inde- 
pendent man,  whilft  a  member  of  the  Britifh  parlia- 
ment;    and,  efpecially  in  the  pofthumous  life  of  a 

literary 
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literary  man,  fome  accurate  detail  of  his  literary  pur- 
fuits  and  writings  might  be  expected ;— Of  Bryan 
Edwards, — of  his  Correfpondence, — -of  his  Effays, 
and  of  his  condudl  in  the  judicious  compilation 
and  elegant  recital  of  the  Travels  of  Mungoe  Park, 
— and  fpecially,  of  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the 
great  Work  herewith  fubmitted  to  the  Publick. — 
to  thefe,  and  other  points,  the  recoUedion  of  the 
reader  is  thus  awakened.  The  Editor  prefumes  no 
further.  He  cannot  venture  to  alter,  or  add  to, 
the  facred  depofit  committed  to  his  charge,— and 
now  gives  it  to  the  Publick,  as  its  Author  left,  and 
willed  it,   to  be  given. 


[     ix     ] 
SKETCH 

O  F      T  H  E 

LIFE     OF    THE     AUTHOR, 

W  RITTEN     BY     HIMSELF 
A   SHORT   TIME   BEFORE   HIS    DEATH. 


T  WAS    born    the    21ft    of  May    1743,    in   the 

decayed  town   of  Weftbury,   in   the   county  of 

Wilts.      My  father  inherited  a  fmall   paternal  eftate 

in  the  neighbourhood,   of  about  ^T.  100  per  annum; 

which  proving  but  a  fcanty  maintenance  for  a  large 

family,  he  undertook,  without  any  knowledge  of  the 

buHnefs,    as  I   have  been  informed,    to  deal  in  corn 

and  malt,  but  with  very  little  fuccefs.     He  died  in 

1756,  leaving  my  excellent  mother,  and  fix  children, 

in  diftreffed  circumftances. — Luckily  for  my  mother, 

flieliad  two  opulent    brothers  in  the  Weft  Indies, 

one  of  them  a  wife  and  worthy  man,  of  a  liberal 

mind,    and  princely   fortune.      This  was    Zackary 

Eayly,  of  the  liland  of  Jamaica,  who,  on  the  death 

Vol.  in.  b  of 
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of  my  father,  took  my  mother  and  her  family  uncTer 
his  protedion,  and  as  I  was  the  eldeft  fon,  direded 
that  I  fhonld  be  well  educated.  I  had  been  placed 
by  my  father  at  the  fchool  of  a  diflenting  minifter 
in  Briftol,  whofe  name  was  William  Foot,  of  whom' 
r  remember  enough,  to  believe  that  he  was  both  a 
learn-ed  and  good  man,  but  by  a  ftrange  abfurdity, 
he  was  forbidden  to  teach  me  Latin  and  Greek,  and 
directed  to  confine  my  ftudies  to  writing,  arithme- 
tick,  and  the  Englifh  grammar.  I  fhould  therefore 
liave  had  little  to  do,  but  that  the  fchoolmafter  had 
an  excellent  method  of '  making  the  boys  write 
letters  to  him  on  different  fubjeds,  fuch  as,  the 
beauty  and  dignity  of  truths  the  obligation  of  a 
religious  life,  the  benefits  of  good  education,  the 
mifchief  of  idlenels,  &c.  &c.  previoufly  ftating  to~ 
them  the  chief  arguments  to  be  urged ;  and  infifting 
on  corrednefs  in  orthography  and  grammar.  In 
this  em.ployment,  I  had  fometimes  the  good  fortune 
to  ex'cel  the  other  boys;  and  when  this  happened, 
roy  mafter  never  failed  to  praife  me  very  liberally 
before  them  all;  and  he  would  frequently  tranfmit 
my  letters  to  my  father  and  mother. — This  excited 
in  my  mind   a  fpirit  of  emulation,   and,    I  believe, 
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o;ave  me  the  firft  tafle  for  corred:  and  eleo;ant  coni- 
poiition.  I  acquired,  however,  all  this  time,  but 
very  little  learning  ;  and  when  my  uncle  (on  my 
father's  death)  took  me  under  his  protection,  his 
agent  in  Briftol  confidered  me  as  neglected  by  Mri 
Foot,  and  immediately  removed  me  to  a  French 
boarding  fchool  in  the  fame  city,  where  I  foon  ob- 
tained the  French  lancruacre,  and  having;  accefs  to 
a  circulating  library,  I  acquired  a  paflion  for  books, 
which  has  fince  become  the  folace  of  my  life, 

Ini  7  59,  a  younger  and  the  only  brotherofmy  great 
and  good  uncle,  came  to  England,  and  fettling  in 
London,  took  m.e  to  refide  v/ith  him,  in  a  high 
and  elegant  fhyle  of  life.  He  was  a  reprefentative 
in  Parliament  for  Abingdon,  and  afterwards  for  his 
native  town. — Further,  I  cannot  fpeak  of  him  fo 
favourably  as  I  could  wi£h,  for  I  remember  that  at 
the  period  I  allude  to,  his  conduct  towards  me 
was  fuch  as  not  to  infpire  me  with  much  refpect: 
he  perceived  it,  and  foon  after,  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  fame  year  fent  m.e  to  Jamaica.  —  This 
proved  a  happy  and  fortunate  change  in  mv  life, 
for  I  found  my  eldeft  uncle  the  reverfe,  in  every 
poflible  circumftance,  of  his  brother.     To  the  moii 
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enlarged  and  enlightened  mind,  be  added  the  fweeted 
temper,  and  the  mofl  generous  difpofition.  His 
tendernefs  towards  me  was  exceffive,  and  I  regarded 
him  with  more  than  filial  affeaiion  and  veneration;. 
Obferving  my  paffion  for  books,  and  thinking  favour- 
ably of  my  capacity,  he  engaged  a  clergyman  (my 
loved  and  ever  ta  be  lamented  friend  Ifaac  Teale)  to 
refide  in  his  family,  chiefly  to  fupply  by  his  inftruc- 
tions  my  deficiency  in  the  learned  languages.  Mr.. 
Teale  had  been  mafter  of  a  free  grammar  fchool,  and 
befides  being  a  moft  accomplifiied  fcholar,  poffefTed 
an  exquifite  talle  for  poetry,  of  which  the  reader 
will  be  convinced  by  referring  to  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine,  for  Augufl:  1 771,  the  beautiful  copy  of 
verfes,  there  firfl  publifhed,  called  "  The  Compliment 
of  the  Day,"  being  of  his  compofrtion.- — I  dare  not: 
fay,  however,  tha.t  I  made  any  great  progrefs  in  the 
languages  under  his  tuition  ;  I  acquired  '■''  fmall 
"  Latin^  and  lefs  Greeks'  even  now,  I  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  read  the  Roman  poets  in  their  own  language. 
The  cafe  was,  that  not  having  been  grounded  in  the 
Latin  grammar  at  an  earlier  period  of  life,  I  found 
the  ftudy  of  it  infupportably  difgufting,  after  that  I 
had  acquired  a  tafte  for  the  beauties  of  fine  writino-. 

to 
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Poetry  was  our  chief  amufement  ^  for  my  friend,  as 
well  as  myfelf,  preferred  the  charms  of  Dryden  and 
Pope,  to  the  dull  drudgery  of  poring  over  fyntax  and 
profody  *.  We  preferred  Belles  Lettres.- — We  laughed 
away  many  a  happy  hour  over  the  plays  of  Moliere,  and 
wrote  verfes  on  local  and  temporary  fubj eels,,  which 
we  fometimes  publiflied  in  the  Colonial  newfpapers. 
Yet  the  Latin  clallicks  were  not  altogether  neg- 
l£d:ed;  my  friend  delighted  to  point  out  to  me  the 
beauties  of  Horace,  and  would  frequently  impofe 
on  me  the  talk  of  tranflating  an  ode  into  Englifh 
verfe,  which,  with  his  affiftance  in  conftruing  the 
words,  I  fometimes  accomplifhed. 

Having  made  myfelf  known  to  the  publick  by  my 
writings,  it  is  probable  that  after  I  am  in  the  grave, 
that  fome  colledor  qf  anecdotes,  or  biographical 
compiler,  may  pretend  to  furnifh  fome  particulars 
concerning  my  life  and  manners.  It  is  not  pleafant 
to  think  that  mifreprefentation  or  malice  may  fallen 
on  my  memory;  and  I  have  therefore  made  it  the 
amufement  of  an  idle  hour,  to  compile  a  fliort  ac- 
count of  myfelf.  My  perfon-al  hiftory,  however,  is 
of  little  importance  to  the  world.  It  will  furnifli 
*  Vide  Armftrong. 
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no  diverfiiied  fcenes  of  fortune,  nor  relate  many  cir- 
cumftances  of  myfelf,  worth  remembering.  Yet  I 
feel  the  fond  ambition  of  an  Author,  and  am  willing 
to  .  hope,  that  thofe  who  have  read  my  Book  with 
approbation,  will  be  glad  to  know  fomething  further 
<:oncerning  me: 

For  who,  to  dumb  forgetfulnefs  a  prey,  &c. 

Por  the  fatisfadion  then  of  fuch  kind  readers  (if 
fuch  there  are)  and  the  information  of  my  pofterity, 
I  have  drawn  up  this  paper,  which  I  delire  my 
Bookfeller  to  prefix  to  the  next  Edition  of  my 
Hiftory  of  the  Weft  Indies. 
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SOON    after  I    had  publifned  the  Hiftory   oi'^  the    Britifli    preface 
Colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies,   I   conceived    the  defi^n   of  ^.  \°^^]^ . 

'  o  Firft  Edition. 

compiHng  a  general  account  of  the  fettlements  made  by  all  the 
nations  of  Europe' in  that  part  of  the  New  Hcmilphere,  but 
more  particularly  the  French,  whofe  polTeffions  were  un- 
doubtedly the  moft  valuable  and  productive  of  the  whole  Archi- 
pelago. This  idea  fuggefted  itfelf  to  me  on  furveying  the  ma- 
terials I  had  collefted  with  regard  to  their  principal  colony  in 
St.  Domingo  ;  not  doubting,  as  the  fortune  of  war  had  placed 
under  the  Britifh  dominion  all  or  moft  of  the  other  French 
iflands,  that  I  ihould  eaiily  procure  fuch  particulars  of  the  con- 
dition, population,  and  culture  of  each,  as  would  enable  me  to 
complete  my  defign,  with  credit  to  myfelf,  and  fatisfaftion  to- 
the  Publick.  I  am  forry  to  obferve,  that  in  this  expedation  I 
have  hitherto  found  myfelf  difappointed.     The  prefent  publi- 
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cation,  therefore,  is  confined  wholly  to  St.  Domingo  ;  concern^ 
mg  which,  having  perfonally  vifited  that  unhappy  country  foon 
after  the  revolt  of  the  negroes  in  1791,  and  formed  connexions 
there,  which  have  fupplied  me  with  regular  communications 
-ever  fince,  I  poflefs  a  mafs  of  evidence,  and  imiDortant  docu- 
ments. My  motives  forgoing  thither,  are  of  little  confequence 
to  the  Publick  ;  but  the  circumftances  which  occafioned  the 
voyage,  the  reception  I  met  with,  and  the  fituation  in  which  I 
found  the  wretched  Inhabitants,  cannot  fail  of  being  interefting 
to  the  reader;  and  I  flatter  myfelf  that  a  fliort  account  of 
thofe  particulars,  while  it  confers  fome  degree  of  authenticity  011 
my  labours,  will  not  be  thought  an  improper  Introdudion  to 
my  Book. 

In  the  month  of  September  1791,  when  I  was  at  Spanifli 
Town  in  Jamaica,  two  French  Gentlemen  were  introduced  to 
me,  who  were  juft  arrived  from  St.  Domingo,  with  informa- 
tion that  the  negro  flaves  belonging  to  the  French  part  of 
that  ifland,  to  the  number,  as  was  believed,  of  100,000  and 
upwards,  had  revolted,  and  were  fpreading  death  and  defo- 
lation  over  the  Vv'hole  of  the  northern  province.  They  re- 
ported that  the  governor-general,  coniidering  the  fituation  of 
the  colony  as  a  common  caufe  among  the  white  inhabitants  of 
all  nations  in  the  Weft  Indies,  had  difuatched  commiffioners  to 
the  neighbouring  iflands;,  as  well  as  to  the  States  of  North 
America,  to  requeft  immediate  afiiftance  of  troops,  arms,  am- 
^munition,  and  provifions  ;  and  that  themfelves  were  deputed 
t3n  the  lame  errand  to  the  Government  at  Jamaica  :  I  was  ac- 
cordinglv  defired  to  prefent  them  to  the  Earl  of  Effingham,  the 
vcommander  in   chief.     Although   the  difpatches   w^ith    which 
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thefe  2;entlemen  were  furnlilied,  were  certainly  a  verv  mfficlent  PREFACE 
introduftion  to  his  lordfhip,  I  did  not  hefitate  to  comply  with  ^.  ^xsx  ■ 
their  requefl ;  and  it  is  fcarcely  neceiTary  to  obferve,  that  the 
liberal  and  enlarged  mind  which  animated  every  part  of  Lord 
Effingham's  condu6l,  needed  no  folicitation,  in  a  cafe  of  bene- 
ficence and  humanity.  Superior  to  national  prejudice,  he  felt, 
as  a  man  and  a  chrifrian  ought  to  feel,  for  the  calamities  of 
fellow  men  ;  and  he  faw,  in  its  full  extent,  the  danger  to  which 
every  ifland  in  the  ^Yeft  indies  would  be  expofed  from  fuch  an 
example,  if  the  triumph  of  favage  anarchy  over  all  order  and 
government  iliould  be  com-plete.  He  therefore,  v/ithout  hefi- 
tation,  afllired  the  commiffioners  that  they  might  depend  on 
receiving  from  the  government  of  Jamaica,  every  affiftance 
and  fuccour  which  it  was  in  his  power  to  give.  Troops  he 
could  not  offer,  for  he  had  them  not ;  but  he  faid  he  would 
furnifli  arms,  ammunition,  and  provifions,  and  he  promlfed  to 
confult  with  the  diftinguifhed  Officer  commanding  in  the  naval 
department,  concerning  the  propriety  of  fending  up  one  or  more 
of  his  Majefty's  ffiips  ;  the  commiffioners  having  fuggefted  that 
the  appearance  in  their  harbours  of  a  few  veffels  of  war  might 
ferve  to  intimidate  the  infargents,  and  keep  them  at  a  diftance, 
while  the  neceiTary  defences  and  intrenchments  were  making, 
to  preferve  the  city  of  Gape  Francois  from  an  attack. 

Admiral  Affleck  (as  from  his  known  worth,  and  general 
charafter  might  have  been  expefted)  very  cheerfully  co-ope- 
rated on  this  occafion  with  Lord  Effingham ;  and  immicdiately 
ilTued  orders  to  the  captains  of  the  Blonde  and  Daphne  frigates  to 
proceed,  in  company  with  a  floop  of  war,  forthwith  to  Cape 
Francois*    The  Centurion  was  foon  afterwards  ordered  to  Port- 

au- 


HISTORICAL     S  U  R  V  E  Y     OF 


PREFACE 

to  the 
Firft:  Edition 


au-Pnnce.      The  Blonde   being  commanded  by   my    amlabf^ 
and  lamented  friend,  Captain  William  Affieck,  who  kindly  un- 
dertook to  convey  the    French  commiffioners   back  to  St."  Dow 
mingo,   I    ^v^s  ealily  periliaded  to  accompany    them    thither;; 
and  lome  other  gentlemen  of  Jamaica  joined  the  party. 

We  arrived  in  the  harbour  of  Gape  Francois  in  the  evenino-  cf 
the  26th  of  September,  and  the  firil  objecT:'  which  arrefted  ""our 
attention  as  we  approached,  was  a  dreadful  fcene  ©f  devaftatioa 
by  fire.  The  noble  plain  adjoining  the  Cape  was  covered  with 
afhes,  and  the  furrounding  hills,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach^ 
every  where  prefented  to  us  ruhis  frill  fraoking,  and  houfes  and 
plantations  at  that  moment  in  flames.  It  was  a  fio-ht  more  ter- 
rible than  the  mind  of  any  man,  unaccuftomed  to  inch  a  fcene, 
can  eafily  conceive. — The  inhabitants  of  the  town  beino- 
affembled  on  the  beach,  direded  all  their  attention  towards  us"^ 
and  we  landed  amidll:  a  crov/d  of  fpeftators  who,  with  uplifted 
hands  and  ftreaming  eyes,  gave  welcome  to  their  dehverers  (for 
fuch  they  confidered  us)  and  acclamations  of  vhan/  les  AnTlok 
refounded  from  every  quarter. 

The  governor  of  St.  Domingo,  at  that  time,  was  the  unfor- 
tunate General  Blanchelande ;  a  mareckal  de  camp  in  the 
French  fervice,  who  has  fince  perifhed  on  the  fcaffold.  He 
did  us  the  honour  to  receive  us  on  the  quay.  A  committee  of 
the  colonial  affembly,  accompanied  by  the  governor's  only  fon, 
an  amiable  and  accomplished  youth  *,  had  before  attended  us  on 
board  the  Blonde,  and  we  were  immediately  conduced  to  tha 

*  This  young  gentleman  likewife  periflied  by  the  guillotine  under  the  tM'anny 
of  Robefpierre.  He  was  maffacred  at  Paris  on  the  20th  July  1794,  in  the  twentieth 
year  of  his  age. 
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place  of  their  meeting.  The  fcene  was  ftriking  and  folemn.  PREF-^CE 
The  hall  was  fplendidly  illuminated,  and  all  the  members  pi.ft  Edison. 
appeared  in  mourning.  Chairs  were  placed  for  us  within  the 
bar,  and  the  Governor  having  taken  his  feat  on  the  right  hand 
of  the  Prefident,  the  latter  addreffed  us  in  ■  an  eloquent  and 
sfFefting  oration,  of  which  the  following  is  as  literal  a  tranflatioii 
as  the  idiom  of  the  two  languages  will  admit : 

"  We  were  not  miftaken.  Gentlemen,  when  we  placed  our 
"  confidence  in  your  generofity ;  but  we  could  hardly  entertani 
"  the  hope,  that,  befides  fending  us  fuccours,  you  would  come 
"  in  perfon  to  give  us  confolation.  You  have  quitted,  without 
"  reluaance,  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  happinefs  at  home,  to 
<'  come  and  participate  in  the  misfortunes  of  ftrangers,  and 
"  blend  your  tears  with  our's.  Scenes  of  mifery  (the  contem- 
"  plation  of  which,  to  thofe  who  are  unaccuftomed  to  misfor- 
"  tune,  is  commonly  difgufling)  have  not  fuppreffed  your 
"  feelings.  You  have  been  willing  to  afcertain  the  full  extent 
«  of  our  diftreffes,  and  to  pour  into  our  wounds  the  falutary 
"  balm  of  your  fenfibility  and  compaiTion. 

"  The  pidture  which  has  been  drawn  of  our  calamities,  you 
"  will  find  has  fallen  Ihort  of  the  reality.  That  verdure  with 
"which  our  fields  were  lately  arrayed,  is  no  longer  vifible  ; 
"  difcoloured  by  the  flames,  and  laid  wafte  by  the  devaftations 
"  of  war,  our  coafts  exhibit  no  profped  but  that  of  defolation. 
-"  The  emblems  which  we  wear  on  our  perfons,  are  the  tokens 
^'  of  our  grief  for  the  lofs  of  our  brethren,  who  were  furprifed, 
"  and  cruelly  aiTaffinated,  by  the  revolters. 

■^'  It  is  by  the  glare  of  the  conflagrations  that  every  way 
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"  furround  us,  that  we  now  deliberate  :  we  are  compelled  to 
"  fit  armed  and  watchful  through  the  night,  to  keep  the  enemy 
"  from  our  fanauary.  For  a  long  time  paft  our  bofoms  have 
"  been  depreffed  by  forrow  ;  they  experience  this  day,  for  the 
"  fii-H  time,  the  fweet  emotions  of  pleafure,  in  beholding  you 
*'  amono-fl  us. 

o 

"  Generous  iflanders  !  humanity  has  operated  powerfully 
"  on  your  hearts ;— you  have  yielded  to  the  firft  emotion  of  your 
"  generofity,  in  the  hopes  of  fnatching  us  from  death  ;  for  it  is 
"  already  too  late  to  fave  us  from  mifery.  What  a  contrafl 
"  between  your  conduft,  and  that  of  other  nations  !  V\^e  will 
"  avail  ourfelves  of  your  benevolence  ;  but  the  days  you  pre- 
"  ferve  to  us,  will  not  be  fufficient  to  manifeft  our  gratitude: 
"  our  children  Ihall  keep  it  in  remembrance. 

"Regenerated  France,  unapprized  that  fuch  calamities 
«  might  befal  us,  has  taken  no  meafures  to  proted  us  againft 
"their  efFeds:  with  what  admiration  will  fhe  learn,  ^hat^ 
"  without  your  affiftance,  we  fhould  no  longer  exifl  as  a  depen- 
*'  dency  to  any  nation. 

"  The  Commiffioners  deputed  by  us  to  the  illand  of  Ja- 
"  maica,  have  informed  us  of  your  exertions  to  {trv&  us— Re-- 
"  ceive  the  affurance  of  our  attachment  and  fenfibility. 

"  The  Governor-general  of  this  ifland,  whofe  fentiments  per- 
*' feaiy  accord  with  our  own,  participates  equally  in  the  joy 
"  we  feel  at  your  prefence,  and  in  our  gratitude  for  the  affift^ 
■**  ance  you  have  brought  us." 

At  this  jundure,  the  French  colonics  in  St.  Domingo,  how-^ 

ever  they  might  have  been  divided  in  political  fentiments  on 
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former  occafions,  feemed  to  be  foftened,  by  the  fenfe  of  com-    preface 
mon  fufFering,  into  perfcft  unanimity.     All  defcrintions  of  per-      .  ^°  '^^ 
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Ions  joined  ni  one  general  outcry  againft  the  National  Aflembly, 
to  whofe  proceedings  were   imputed  all  their  difafters.     This 
opinion  was  indeed  fo  widely  dilTeminated,  and  (o  deeply  rooted, 
as  to  create  a  very  ftrong  difpofition  in  the  white  inhabitants 
of  Cape  Francois,"  to  renounce  their  allegiance  to  the  mother 
country.     The  black  cockade  was  univerfally  fubftituted    in 
place  of  the  tri-coloured  one,  andvery  earneftwifiies  were  avowed 
in  all  companies,  without  fcruple  or  reftraint,  that  the  Britifb 
adminiftration  would  fend  an  armament  to  conquer  the  ifland, 
or  rather  to   receive  its  voluntary  furrender  from  the  inhabi- 
tants.    What  they  wifhed  might  happen,  they  perfuaded  them- 
felves  to  believe  was  adually  in  contemplation  ;  and  this  idea 
foon  became  fo  prevalent,  as  to  place  the  author  of  this  work 
in  an  awkward  fituation.     The  fanguinc  difpofition  obfervable 
in  the  French  charafter,  has  been  noticed  by  all  who  have  vi- 
fited  them  ;  but  in  this  cafe  their  credulity  grew  to  a   height 
that  was  extravagant  and  even  ridiculous.     By  the  kindnefs  of 
the  Earl  of  Effingham,  I  was  favoured  with  a  letter  of  intro- 
dudion  to  the  Governor-general ;  and  my  reception,   both  by 
M.  Blanchelande  and  the  colonial  affembly,  was  fuch   as    not 
only  to  excite  the  publick  attention,   but  alfo  to  induce  a  very 
general  belief  that  no  common  motive  had  brought  me  thither. 
The  fuggeftions  of  individuals  to  this  purpofe,  became  perplex- 
ing and  troublefome.     AiTurances  on  my  part,  that  1  had  no 
views  beyond  the  gratification  of  curiofity,  had  no  other  effect 
than  to  call  forth  commendations  on  my  prudence.     It  was 
fettled,  that  I  was  an  agent  of  the  Engliih  miniilry,  fent  pur- 
VoL.  III.  C  '    .pofelv 
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PREFACE    pofely  to  found  the  inclinations  of  the  Colonifts  towards  the 
^°  ^^^        Government  of  Great  Britain,   preparatory  to  an   invafion  of 
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the  country  by  a  Britifh  armament ;  and  their  wiflies  and  in- 
chnations  co-operating  with  this  idea,  gave  rife  to  many 
ftrano-e  apphcations  which  were  made  to  me  ;  fome  of  them 
of  fo  ludicrous  a  nature,  as  no  powers  of  face  could  eafily 
withftand. 

This  clrcumilance  is  not  recorded  from  the  vain  ambition 
of  fhewing  my  ov/n  importance.  The  reader  of  the  following 
pages  will  difcover  its  application  ;  and,  perhaps,  it  may  induce 
him  to  make  fome  allowance  for  that  confident  expedation  of 
fure  and  fpeedy  fuccefs,  which  afterwards  led  to  attempts,  by  the 
Britifh  arms,  againft  this  ill-fated  country,  with  means  that  mufh 
othervv'ife  have  been  thought  at  the  time, — ^as  in  the  fequel  they 
have  unhappily  proved,— altogether  inadequate  to  the  objeft  in 
\iew. 

The  ravages  of  the  rebellion,  during  the  time  that  I  re- 
mained at  Cape  Francois,  extended  in  all  dire6lions.  The 
whole  of  the  plain  of  the  Cape,  with  the  exception  of  one  plan- 
tation which  adjoined  the  town,  was  in  ruins ;  as  were  likewife 
the  parifli  of  Limonade,  and  moft  of  the  fettlements  in  the 
mountains  adjacent.  The  parifh  of  Limbe  was  every  where 
on  fire  ;  and  before  my  departure,  the  rebels  had  obtained  pof- 
feffion  of  the  bay  and  forts  at  I'Acul,  as  well  as  the  diftrids  of 
Fort  Dauphin,  Dondon,  and  La  Grande  Riviere. 

Destruction  every  where  marked  their  progrefs,  and  refin- 
ance feemed  to  be  confidered  by  the  whites,  not  only  as  unavail- 
ing in  the  prefent  conjunfture,  but  as  hopelefs  in  future.  To 
fill  up  the  meafure  of  their  calamities,  their  Spanifli  neighbours 

in 
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in  the  fame  iflatid,  with  a  fpirit  of  bigotry  and  hatred  which  is,    PREFACE 
I  beheve,  without  an  example  in  the  world,  refufed  to  lend  any      .  ^°  ^,'^^. 
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affiftance  towards  fuppreffing  a  reyolt,  in  the  iffue  of  which 
common  reafon  fliould  have  informed  them,  that  their  own  pre- 
fer\-ation  ^\as  implicated  equally  with  that  of  the  French.  They 
were  even  accufed  not  only  of  Supplying  the  rebels  with  arms 
and  proviiions  ;  but  alfo  of  delivering  up  to  them  to  be  mur- 
dered, many  unhappy  French  planters  who  had  fled  for  refuge 
to  the  Spanifh  territories,  and  receiving  money  from  the  rebels 
as  the  price  of  their  blood.  Of  thefe  latter  charges,  however, 
no  proof  was,  I  believe,  ever  produced  :  and,  for  the  honour 
of  human  nature,  I  am  unwilling  to  beheve  that  thev  are 
true. 

To  myfelf,  the  cafe  appeared  altogether  delperate  from  the 
beginning  ;  and  many  of  the  moft  refpeclable  and  beft  informed 
perforis  in  Cape  Francois  (fome  of  them  in  high  ftations)  aiTured 
me,  in  confidence,  that  they  concurred  in  this  opinion.  The 
merchants  and  importers  of  European  manufactures,  apprehend- 
ing every  hour  the  deftruclion  of  the  town,  as  much  from  m- 
cendiaries  within,  as  from  the  rebels  without,  offered  their 
goods  for  ready  money  at  half  the  ufual  prices ;  and  apphca- 
tions  were  m.ade  to  Cc:ptain  Affleck,  by  perfons  of  all  defcrip- 
tions,  for  permiffion  to  embark  in  the  Blonde  for  Jamaica.  The 
interpofitiou  of  the  colonial  government  obliged  him  to  reject 
their  foUcitations ;  but  means  were  contri^-ed  to  fend  on  board 
confignments  of  money  to  a  great  amount ;  and  I  know  that 
other  conveyances  were  found,  by  which  effects  to  a  connder- 
able  value  were  exported  both  to  Jamaica,  and  the  ftates  of 
North  America, 
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Under  thefe  circumftances,  it  very  naturall)' occurred  tame 
to  dire61  my  enquiries  towards  the  ftate  of  the  colony  previous 
to  the  revolt,  and  colleft  authentick  information  on  the  fpot, 
concerning  the  primary  caufe,  and  fubfequent  progrefs,  of  the 
widely  extended  ruin  before  me.  Strongly  impreiled  with  the 
o-loomy  idea,  that  the  only  memorial  of  this  once  flourifhing 
colony  would  foon  be  found  in  the  records  of  hiftory,  I  was  de- 
lirous  that  my  own  country  and  fellow-colonifts,  in  lamenting 
its  cataftrophe,  might  at  the  fame  time  profit  by  fo  terrible  an 
example.  My  means  of  information  were  too  valuable  to  be 
neo-lefted,  and  I  determined  to  avail  myfelf  of  them.  The 
governor-general  furnifhed  me  with  copies  of  all  the  papers 
and  details  of  office  that  I  folicited,  with  a  pohtenefs  that  aug- 
mented the  favour.  The  fate  of  this  unhappy  gentleman,  two 
years  afterwards,  gave  me  infinite  concern.  Like  his  royal 
mafter,  he  was  unfortunately  called  to  a  ftation  to  which  his 
abilities  were  not  competent  \,  and  in  times  when  perhaps  no 
abilities  would  have  availed  him. 

The  Prefident  of  the  colonial  affembly,  at  the  time  of  my 
arrival,  was  M.  de  Caducfh,  who  fome  time  afterwards  took  up 
his  refidence,  and  held  an  important  office,  in  Jamaica.  He 
was  a  man  of  very  diftinguifhed  talents,  and  withal  ftrongly  and 
fincerely  attached  to  the  Britifh  government,  of  which,  if  it 
were  proper,  I  could  furnifh  unqueftionable  proof*.  This 
gentleman  drew  up,  at  my  requeft,  a  fhort  account  of  the  origin 
and  progrefs  of  the  rebellion  ;  and  after  my  return  to  England, 

*  He  afterwards  accompanied  General  Wiiliamfon  back  to  St.  Domingo,  and  was 

killed  (or,  as  I  have  heard,  bafely  murdered)  in  a  duel  at  Port  au  Prince,  by  one  of 

hb  countrymen. 
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favoured  me  with  his  correfpondence.     Many  important  facts, 
which  are  given  in  this  work,  are  given  on  his  authority. 

To  M.  Delaire,  a  very  confiderable  and  refpectable  m.erchant 
In  the  town  of  the  Cape,  who  has  fince  removed  to  the  ftate  of 
South  Carolina,  I  was  indebted  for  a  fimilar  narrative,  drawn 
up  by  himfelf  in  the  Englifh  language^  of  which  he  is  a  very 
competent  mafter.  It  is  brief,  but  much  to  the  purpofe  ;  dif- 
plays  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  concerns- of  the  colony,  and 
traces,  with  great  acutenefs,  its  dlfafters  to  their  fource. 

But  the   friend    from  whofe  fupericr  knowledge  I  have  de- 
rived my  chief  information   in  all  refpecls,  is  the  gentleman 
alluded    to    in    the     note    (dj    Chap.    VIII.  of  the   following 
fheets ;  and   I  fincerely  regret,  that  ill   fortune  has   fo  purfued 
him  as  to   render  it  improper  in  this  work  to  exprefs  to  him,. 
by  name,  the  obligations  I  owe  to  his  kindnefs.     After  a  narrow 
efcape   from  the  vengeance  of  thofe  mercilefs  men,  Santhonax 
and  Polverel,   he  was  induced  to  return    to  St.  Domingo,  ta 
look  after  his  property  ;   and,  I  grieve  t&  fay,  that    he  is  again 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies.     He  found   means,  how-' 
ever,,  previous    to   his  prefent  confinement,   to  convey  to    me 
many  valuable  papers  ;  and,  among  others,  a  copy  of  that  moil 
curious    and    important    document,    the    dying    depofition    or 
teftament  of  Oge,  mentioned  in  the  fourth  chapter,  and  printed 
at  large  among  the  additional  notes  and  illuftrations  at  the  end 
of  my  work.     Of  this  paper  (the  communication  of  which,  in 
proper  time,  would  have  prevented  the  dreadful  fcenes  that  fol- 
lowed)  although  I  had  frequently  heard,  I  had  long  doubted 
the  exiftence.     Its  fupprefTion  by  the  perfons  to  whom  it  was 
delivered  by  the  wretched  futferer,  appeared  to  be  an  ad  of 

fuch. 
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PREFACE  fuch  monflrous  and  unexampled  wickednefs,  that,  until  I  faw 
"Firii  Edition  ^^^  paper  itfclf,  I  could  not  credit  the  charge.  Whether  M. 
Blanchelande  was  a  party  concerned  in  this  atrocious  proceed- 
ing, as  my  friend  afferts,  I  know  not.  If  he  was  guilty,  he  has 
juftly  paid  the  forfeit  of  his  crime ;  and  although,  believing 
him  innocent,  I  mourned  over  his  untimely  fate,  I  fcruple  not 
to  avow  my  opinion,  that  if  he  had  poffeffed  a  thoufand  lives, 
the  lofs  of  them  all  had  not  been  a  fufficient  atonement,  in  fo 
enormous  a  cafe,  to  violated  juftice  ! 

Such  were  the  motives  that  induced  me  to  undertake  this 
Hiftoricai  Survey  of  the  French  j^art  of  St.  Domingo,  and  fuch 
are  the  authorities  from  whence  1  have  deri\'ed  my  informa- 
tion concernino;  thofe  calamitous  events  which  have  brought  it 
to  ruin.  Yet  I  will  frankly  confefs,  that,  if  I  have  any  credit 
with  the  publick  as  an  author,  I  am  not  fure  this  work  will  add 
to  my  reputation.  Every  writer  muft  rife  or  link,  in  fome 
degree,  v/ith  the  nature  of  his  fubjeft ;  and  on  this  occafion, 
the  pidure  which  I  fhall  exhibit,  has  nothing  in  it  to  delight 
the  fancy,  or  to  gladden  the  heart.  The  proi|De61:s  before  us 
are  all  dark  and  difmal.  Here  is  no  room  for  tracing  the 
beauties  of  unfullied  nature.  Thofe  groves  of  perennial  ver- 
dure ;  thofe  magnificent  and  romantick  landfcapes,  which,  in 
tropical  regions,  every  where  invite  the  eye,  and  oftentimes 
detain  it,  until  wonder  is  exalted  to  devotion,  mufl;  now  give 
place  to  the  mlferies  of  war,  and  the  horrors  of  peftilence  ;  to 
fcenes  of  anarchy,  defolation,  and  carnage.  We  have  to  con- 
template the  human  mind  in  its  utmoft  deformity ;  to  behold 
favage  man,  let  loofe  from  reftraint,  exercifing  cruelties, 
of   which    the    bare    recital    makes    the    heart    recoil,    and 
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r    committing  crimes  which  are  hitherto  unheard  of  in  hiftory ;    preface 

to  the 
Firft  Edition. 
— —  all  monftrous,  all  prodigious  things,. 


tee  mm  2; 


Abominable,  unutterable,  and  worfe 

Than  fables  vet  have  feign'd,  or  fear  conceiv'd  I 


Milton. 


All  therefore  that  I  can  hope  and  exped  is,  that  my  narra- 
tive, if  it  cannot  dehght,  may  at  leafl:  inJiruEi.  On  the  fober 
and  confiderate,  on  thofe  who  are  open  to  conviction,  this 
affemblage  of  horrors  will  have  its  eftecl.  It  will  expofe  the 
lamentable  ignorance  of  fome,  and  the  monftrous  wickednefs 
of  others,  am.ong  the  reformers  of  the  prefent  day,  who,  urging 
onwards  fchemes  of  perfeftion,  and  projects  of  amendment  in 
the  condition  of  human  life,  fafter  than  nature  allows,  are 
lighting  up  a  confuming  fire  between  the  different  claffes  of 
mankind,  which  nothing  but  human  blood  can  extinguifli. 
To  tell  fuch  men  that  great  and  beneficial  modifications  in  the 
eftablifhed  orders  of  fociety,  can  only  be  eitected  by  a  pro- 
greffive  improvement  in  the  fituation  of  the  lower  ranks  of  the 
people,  is  to  preach  to  the  winds.  In  their  hands  reformation, 
with  a  fcythe  more  deftruftive  than  that  of  time,  mows  down 
every  thing,  and  plants  nothing.  Moderation  and  caution  they 
confider  as  rank  cowardice.  Force  and  violence  are  the  ready, 
and,  in  their  opinion,  the  only  proper  application  for  the  cure 
of  early  and  habitual  prejudice.  Their  pra6lice,  like  that  of 
other  mountebanks,  is  bold  and  compendious ;  their  motto  is, 
cure  or  kill. 

These  refledions  naturally  arife  from  the  circumftance  which 
is  incontrovertibly  proved  in  the  following  pages,  namely,  that 

the 
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the  rebellion  of  the  negroes  in  St.  Domingo,  and  the  infurrec-. 
tion  of  the  mulattoes,  to  whom  Oge  was  fent  as  ambaffador, 
had  one  and  the  fame  origin.  It  was  not  the  ftrong  and  irre- 
fiftible  impulfe  of  human  nature,  groaning  under  oppreffion, 
that  excited  either  of  thofe  claffes  to  plunge  their  daggers  into 
the  bofoms  of  unoffending  women  and  helplefs  infants.  They 
were  driven  into  thofe  excelTes — reluftantly  driven — by  the  vile 
machinations  of  men  calling  themfelves  philofophers  (the  pro- 
felytes  and  imitators  in  France,  of  the  Old  Jewry  affociates  in 
London)  whofe  pretences  to  philanthropy  were  as  grofs  a 
mockery  of  human  reafon,  as  their  conduft  was  an  outrage  on 
all  the  feelings  of  our  nature,  and  the  ties  which  hold  fociety 


It  is  indeed  true,  that  negro-rebellions  have  heretofore  arifeii 
in  this  and  other  iflands  of  the  Weft  Indies,  to  which  no  fuch 


exciting  caufes  contributed  : — but  it  is  equally  certain,  that 
thofe  rebellions  always  originated  among  the  newly-imported 
negroes  only  ;  many  of  whom  had  probably  lived  in  a  ftate  of 
freedom  in  Africa,  and  had  been  fraudulently,  or  forcibly,  fold 
into  flavery  by  their  chiefs.  That  cafes  of  this  kind  do  fome- 
times  occur  in  the  flave  trade,  I  dare  not  dilpute,  and  I  admit 
that  revolt  and  infurredion  are  their  natural  confequences. 

But,  in  St.  Domingo,  a  very  confiderable  part  of  the  infur- 
sents  were — not  Africans,  but — Creoles,  or  natives.  Some  of 
the  leaders  were  favoured  domefticks  among  the  white  inhabi- 
tants, born  and  brought  up  in  their  families.  A  few  of  them 
had  even  received  thofe  advantages,  the  perverfion  of  which, 
under  their  philofophical  preceptors,  ferved  only  to  render  them 
pre-eminent  in  milchief;  for  having  been  taught  to  read,  they 

were 
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were  led  to  imbibe,  and  enabled  to  promulgate,  thofe  principles    P^^^P^CE 
and  doftrines  which  led,  and  always  will  lead,  to  the  fubveriion   pi^ft  Edition, 
of  all  government  and  order. 

Let  me  not  be  under ftood,  however,  as  affirming  that  no- 
thino-  is  to  be  attributed  on  this  occafion  to  the  flave-trade.  I 
fcorn  to  have  recourfe  to  concealment  or  fahhood.  Unquef- 
tionably,  the  vaft  annual  importations  of  enflaved  Africans  into 
St.  Domingo,  for  many  years  previous  to  1791,  had  created  a 
black  population  in  the  French  part  of  that  ifland,  which  was, 
beyond  all  meafure,  difproportionate  to  the  white ; — the  relative 
numbers  of  the  two  claiTes  being  as  fixteen  to  one.  Of  this 
circumftance  the  leaders  of  the  rebels  could  not  be  unobfervant, 
and  they  doubtlefs  deri^'ed  encouragement  and  cjnnfidence  from 
it.  Here  too,  1  admit,  is  a  warning  and  an  admonition  to  our- 
felves.  The  inference  has  not  efcaped  me  : — it  conftitutes  my 
parting  words  with  the  reader,  and  I  hope  they  are  not  urged 
in  vain. 

Having  thus  pointed  out  the  motives  which  induced  me  to 
write  the  following  Narrative  ;  the  fources  from  whence  my 
materials  are  derived,  and  the  purpofes  which  I  hope  will  be 
anfwered  by  the  publication  ;  nothing  farther  remains  but  to 
fubmit  the  work  itfelf  to  the  judgment  of  my  readers,  which  I 
do  with  a  refpeclful  folicitude. 


Vol.  til 
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T N prefenting  the  prefent  edition  of  the  Hiftorical  Survey  of  St- 
Domingo  to  the  Publick,  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  acknozvledge^ 
that  the  many  important  corrections  and  improvements  it  has  re- 
ceived in  thofe  chapters  ^vhich  relate  to  tlie  conjiitution  and  politic al 
Jiate  of  t lie  Frencli  colony,  under  the  ancient  fyf  em,  are  chief y  de-^ 
rived  from  the  very  intelligent  and  interefing  ivork  o/'M.Laborie, 
entitled.  The  Coffee  Planter  of  St,.  Domingo.. 

On  tills  occafon  alfo  I  Jiope  I  may  be  allozved,  as  ivell in  jufice^ 
to  my f elf  as  from  afenfe  of  gratitude  and  refped  towards  the  me- 
mory of  my  lamented  friend.  Sir  Adam  Williamson,  to  boaf 
that  I  had  the  honour  and  advantage  o/"his  afifiance  in  tJiat  part  of 
my  work  which  details  tlie  proceedings  and  operations  of  the  Britijh- 
army  in  this  ill  fated  country;  mofi  of  the  fueets  having  been  revifed 
by  him,  as  they  came  from  the  prefs,  and  corre&ed  by  his  ozvn  pen 
in  many  places.  Motives  of  prudence  and  delicacy  (zvhich  no 
longer  exiji)  induced  me  to  fiipprefs  this  acknoivledgement  in  tlie 

lifetime. 
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unavchiably )  efcaped  his  notice,  have  f  nee  been  corrected  and  fup- 
plied  by  a  Britifa  officer  of  noble  birth,  atid  co'nfiderable  rank  in 
tlie  army,  zvho  ferved  on  t lie  f pot ;  and  whofe  najne,  if  I  ^vere  per- 
mitted to  difclofe  it,  %vouid  ftamp  indf put  able  authority  on  the  com- 

"  munications  lie  has  kindly  furnified.     "Thiat  many  mdfiakes  and  over- 

ftghts  Jiowever  Jiill  remain,  I  am  too  co^fcious  of  my  ozvn  infuffi- 
ciency  to  doubt ;  nor  in  truth  could  the  greatef  precaution  on  my 
part  have  enabled  me,  at  all  tiw.es,  to  guard  againft  mifreprcfenta- 
tion  from  fone  of  the  various  perfons  zvliom  tJie  neceffity  of  the  cafe 
compelled  me  to  confult.  'Thus,  in  giving  an  account  of  the  French 
colonifs  ; — their  difpoftion  toivards  tlie  Englijli,  and  their  cctidudt 
towards  each  other  ; — to  ivho?n  could  I  look  for  authentick  informa- 
tion, but  tofome  ofthemfelves  ?  Experiefice  Jiowever  has  convinced 
me,  that  no  great  dependence  can  he  placed  on  the  cliarges  and  accu- 

fations  which  men  raife  againft  their  fellow  citizens  in  times  of 
civil  commotion,  and  amidft  the  tumult  of  confliBing  pafions.  A 
remarkable  inftance  of  the  truth  of  this  obfervation  occurs  in  tJie 
cafe  of  a  very  refpe  liable  Gentlenmn,  for^Jierly  an  inhabitant  of  Cape 
Francois:  I  mean  M.  Augustus  de  Q^k^^tl,  (fon  of  the  late 
valiant  Admiral  Count  DE  Grasse)  to  %vkom  I  7iow  think  my- 
Telf  bound  in   honour  to  mah  a  publick  reparation.     In  a  paper 

formerly  tranfmitted  to  me  from  St.  Do-mingo,  and  annexed  to  the  %th 
chapter  of  my  work,  entitled.  Notes  fur  I'Evenement  du  Cap,  this 
gentleman  was  unjuftly  cliarged'with  Iiaving  been  prefent  at  the  de- 

firuciion  of  that  town  by  the  rebel  negroes,  aiding,  abetting,  and  co- 
operating with  their  chiefs.     lam  nozv  convinced  that  this  atrocious - 
charge  is   altogether  groundlefs,   and  I  cannot  fufficiently  exprefs 
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Advertifement.  tJic  co'/icem  I  fecl  OH  reficding^  that  I  %vas  made  the  mjiru- 
^'  ^°''  ?nent  of  conveying  it  to  the  prefs. — /  have  therefore,  in  this: 
edition,  not  only  reprinted  the  /Jteet,  and  omitted  the  cahimtiy,  but 
I  tnfert  m  this  place,  with  great  fatisfaciion,  the  following  cer- 
tificate, zvhich  M.  DE  Grasse  has  tranfnitted  to  me,  in  a 
-very  polite  letter,  from  South  Carolina,  dated  the  22d  of  Ocfober 
1799. 


*^  NOUS  fouffigties,  habitans  de  la  ville  da  Cap  et  de  fes  de- 
pendences, prefent  au  pillage,  au  mafTacre  et  a  I'incendie  de 
cette  ville,  les  19,  20,  21  Juin  1793,  et  jours  fuivants,  certifions 
et  atteftons,  four  la  foy  du  ferment,  et  pour  rendre  homage  a  la 
verite,  Que  M.  Alexandre  Francois  Augufte  De  GraiTe,  habi- 
tant de  la  dependance  du  Port  de  Paix,  departement  du  Cap,  iile 
St.  Domingue,  fils  du  feu  Comte  de  GrafTe,  &c.  &c.  etoit  dans 
la  ville  du  Cap  avant  et  pendant  le  pillage,  le  mafTacre  et 
I'incendie  de  cette  ville,  en  qualite  d'adjudant  general  de 
I'armee  des  blancs  en  aftivite  contre  les  noirs  infurges ;  qu'apres 
ce  funefte  evenement  il  fut  perfecute  par  les  commifTaires 
civilcs,  et  mis  par  leurs  ordres  aux  arrets,  au  haut  du  Cap,  fous 
la  garde  des  negres  armes,  comme  foupcjonne  d'avoir  agi  contre 
eux  avec  le  General  Galbaud,  mais,  qu'apres  s'etre  juftifie,  il 
fut  reintegre  dans  fes  fonftions,  et  charge  immediatement  du 
commandement  des  cafernes  ;  ou  il  a  protege  avec  les  troupes 
blanches,  qui  y  etaient  fous  fes  ordres,  les  hommes,  femmes  et 
enfans,  echappes  au  fer  et  aux  flames,  qui  s'y  etaient  refugies. 
Et  qu'  enfin,  force,  comme  une  partie  des  fouffignes,  a  fuir  les 
dangers  qui  menac^aient  encore  les  trifles  debris  de  la  population 
blanche,  il  s'efi:  embarque  avec  fa  femme,  un  enfant  et  quelques 
t^  uns 
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uns  des  fouffignes,  le  28  Juillet  1793,  fur  le  brig  le  Thomas  de  ^^^-^f^^^^' 
Bofton,  deftine  pour  Charlefton,  Caroline  du  Sud,  ^ou  il  eft 
arrive  et  refide  depuis  le  14  Aout  1793,  apres  avoir  ete,  ainfi  qu' 
environ  1 50  malheureux  fugitifs,  barbarement  pilles  par  le 
corfaire  Anglais  La  Sufanna  de  Naffau,  Cap.  Tucker,  (qui 
n'auroit  pas  du  les  condderer  ni  les  traiter  comme  des  enne- 
mis,  etans  d'aiUeurs  fur  un  batiment  neutre,  qui  ne  contenoit 
uniquement  que  des  paffagers  et  leurs  efFets,)  non  feulement  des 
negres  domeftiques  qui  les  avaient  volontairement  fuivis,  mais 
encore  du  peu  d'argent,  de  bijoux  et  de  vefelle  d'argent  qu'ils 
avaient  fauves  du  pillage  par  le  fecours  de  ces  memes  do- 
meftiques, (ce  fecond  pillage  eut  tien  a  la  Grande  Inague  des  Iftes 
Caiques,  ou  le  corfaire  Anglais  retint  notre  vaiffeau  deux  jours, 
pour  completter  cet  exploit).  Certifions  et  atteftons  pareille- 
ment,  que  M.  De  Graffe  arrive  a  St.  Domingue  avantla  revolu- 
tion, n  a  jamais  ceflf^,  du  moment  que  fes  effets  fe  font  manifeftes 
dans  cette  infortunee  colonnie  jufqu  a  celui  de  fon  depart,  d'etre 
uni  authentiquement  avec  les  habitans  blancs  et  en  qualite  de 
chef,  elu  par'eux  memes,  foit  au  Port  de  Paix  foit  au  Cap,  pour 
repouiler  les  dangers  aux  quels  leurs  vies  et  leurs  proprietes  etoi- 
ent  journellement  expofes  par  les' noirs  infurges,  et  enfin, 
qu'aucunes  circonftances,  pendant  le  cours  des  funeftes  evene- 
mens  de  St.  Domingue,  n'ont  jamais  donne  lieu  a  former  contre 
lui  la  moindre  fufpicion  contraire  aux  interets  et  a  la  furete  indi- 
viduelle  de  la  population  blanche  de  St.  Domingue. 

En  foy  de  quoi  nous  avons  fignes,  a  Charlefton,  Caroline  du 
Sud,  le  25  Ocl:obrea799. 


(Signed  by  twenty  rel|3e61able  perfons.) 
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all  the  reparation  in  my  power  to  this  injured 
gentleman^  I  have  farther  to  remark^  injujiice  to  myj'elf  that  my  ob~ 
Jervations  concerning  tJie  indifpofttion  of  the  Planters  of  St.  Domingo 
towards  tJie  Englijli,    on  tlie  arrival  of  tJie  firf  armament^  appear, 
from  a  converfation    I  have  had  %vith  fojne  cf  them^  to  Jiave  been 
greatly  mifunderjiood.     Surely   it  refers   no  dijlwnour  on  fuch  of 
thiofe  gentlanen  as  had  no  concern  in,  or  knovcledge  of  t/ie  invitation 
made  to  General  IVilliajnfon,  io  fay  that  they  %vere  not,  in  the  frjl 
uiflance,  very  cordially  difpofed  towards  their  invaders- — efpccially 
too,   as  thofe  invaders  came  voith  a  force  by    no  mea)is  fuffcient  to 
give  titem  certain  and  permanent  prote^ion.     JFJiatever  ^nigJit  have 
been  the  fentiments  of  certain  individuals  among  tliem  on  this  occafon, 
and  Iiozv  frongly  foever  the  inhabitants  of  Cape  Francois  had,  two 
years  before,  in  a  moment  of  irritation,  exprejfed  a  wifnfor  aBritifi 
invafon,  it  feems  to  me  that  t lie  chief  planters  throughout  tJie  colony 
were  altogetJier  unacquainted  with  the    EngliJIi,  and  entertain  no 
very  favourable  opinion   of  their   lazvs,   government  or  manners. 
JVhat  tlien  zvas  their  ftuation  on  the  frf  arrival  of  tlie  Britifi 
troops  f  ajjailed  on  the  one  hand,  by  a  defperate   and  unprificipkd 
fadlion  of  republicans  and  anarcJiifs,  zvhiofe  principles  tJiey  abliorred, 
and,  on  the  otJier,  called  upon   to  co-'Operate  with  an   infgnifcant 
foreign  armament,  ^vhich  came,  on  tlie  invitation  of  a  few  obfcure 
Frenchmen,  not  to  rejiore  the  country  to  tJie  loyal  inhabitants,  but 
difwMly  and  avowedly  to  conquer  and  a?inex  it  to  the  Britifi  domi- 
nion  I  In  this  dilemma,  tJie  majority  of  the  planters  aSied  as  confci- 
■entious  men  jnight  be  expe&ed  to  adt.      A  great  many  of  them  left 
the  country,  and  went  into  honourable  poverty  and  exile  in  a  difant 
'and.      O liters,  wlio  were  unable  to  follow  their  example,  remained 
jnfknt  obfcurity,  in  different  parts  of  the  if  and,  waiting  patiently 

(and 
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(and  I  grieve  to  fay,  without  effe&J  for  better  times.  If  all  this  be  Advenifement. 
duly  confidered,  I  triif  I  fiall  be  no  longer  told,  that  I  have  calum- 
niated the  French  Planters,  merely  becaufe,  as  an  impartial  hlf- 
torlan,  I  have  reprefented  them  to  have  aded  as  any  other  body  of 
men,  attached  to  their  country,  andfaithful  to  their  allegiance,  w&uld 
probably  have  aBed,  infmilar  circumfances^ 


London.  i8oQ» 
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C     H     A     P.       I. 

PoUtical  State    of  SAINT  DOMINGO  previous  to  the 
Tear  1789. 

'THHE  Inhabitants  of  the  French  part  of  St.  Domingo,  as  of  CHAP. 
-*-  all  the  Weft  Indian  Iflands,  were  compofed  of  three  great  ,_  _'_  _, 
clafles:  ift,  pure  whites.  2d,  people  of  colour,  and  blacks  of  Inhabitants, 
free  condition.  3d,  negroes  and  mulattoes  in  a  ftate  offlavery. 
The  reader  is  apprifed  that  the  clafs  which,  by  a  ftrange  abufe  of 
language,  is  C2\\q^ people  oj  co/oz/r,  originates  from  an  intermixture 
of  the  whites  and  the  blacks.  The  genuine  offspring  of  a  pure 
white  with  a  negroe  is  called  a  mulatto;  but  there  are  various  cafts, 
produced  by  fubfequent  connexions,  fome  of  which  draw  near 
to  the  whites,  until  all  viiible  diftindion  between  them  is  loft; 
whilft  others  fall  retrograde  to  the  blacks.  All  thefe  were  known 
in  St,  Domingo  by  the  ttvm  fang-melees,  or  gens  de  coideur  (in 
familiar  converfation  they  are  coUedively  called  mulattoes)  and 
it  muft  be  attributed,  I  prefume,  to  the  greater  difcountenance 
which  the  married  ftate  receives  from  the  national  manners,  that 
Vol.  III.  E  in 
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in  all  the  French  iflands  thefe  people  abound  in  far  greater  pro- 
portion to  the  whites  than  in  thofe  of  Great  Britain.  In  Jamaica, 
the  whites  out-number  the  people  of  colour  as  three  to  one.  Iii 
St.  Domingo,  the  whites  were  eflimated  at  30,000,  the  mulattoes 
at  24,000;  of  whom  4,700  were  men  capable  of  bearing  arms, 
and  accordingly,  as  a  diftind  people,  actuated  by  an  efprit  de 
corps,  they  were  very  formidable.  Of  the  policy  which  it  was 
thought  neceffary  in  St.  Domingo  to  maintain  towards  this  un- 
fortunate race,  I  fhall  prefently  treat;  but  it  feems  proper,  in 
the  firft  place,  to  give  fome  account  of  the  fubordination  in  which, 
before  the  revolution  of  1789,  the  parent  ftate  thought  fit  to 
hold  the  colony  at  large. 


The  laws  of  the  mother  country,  as  far  as  they  w^ere  appli- 
cable, (as  well  the  unwritten  law,  or  cujioms  of  Paris,  as  the 
general  laws  of  the  king),  were  laws  of  St.  Domingo.  Thefe 
had  been  introduced  without  formal  promulgation,  being  fup- 
pofed  to  attach  to  all  the  fubjeds  of  France,  whether  abroad  or 
at  home;  and  the  kingiffued,  from  time  to  time,  colonial  edids, 
which  were  received  with  entire  fubmiffion.  Even  mandatory 
letters  written  by  the  minifter,  in  the  king's  name,  were  con- 
fidered  and  obeyed  as  laws  in  the  colony. 

Government  The  government  was  exercifed  by  a  Governor  General,  and 
an  officer  called  Intendant,  both  of  whom  were  nominated  by 
the  crown,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  minifter  of  the  ma- 
rine, and  generally  confidered  as  eftablifhed  in  their  refpe61:ive 
offices  for  three  years.  Their  powers,  in  fome  cafes,  were  ad- 
miniftered  jointly;  in  others,  they  poffefled  feparate  and  diftinft 
us^  authority, 
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authority,  which  each  of  them  exercifed  without  the  concur-   CHAP 
rence  or  participation  of  the  other. 

In  their  joint  adminiftration  they  were  empowered  to  ena6l 
fuch  regulations  as  the  exiiling  exigencies  of  the  country  re- 
quired; and  their  provifional  decrees  had  the  force  of  laws, 
until  revoked  by  the  king.  The  grants  of  unclaimed  lands  and 
rivers;  the  eredion  ofpublick  works  and  buildings ;  the  opening 
publick  roads  and  repairing  bridges ;  the  regulation  and  police 
of  the  feveral  ports  of  fhipping;  the  provifional  appointment  of 
the  members  of  the  fuperior  councils  or  courts  of  juftice  in  cafes 
of  vacancy,  and  the  abfolute  nomination  of  the  fubordinate  offi- 
cers of  thofe  courts,  were  concerns  of  joint  authority.  With 
the  confent  of  the  king's  attorney,  the  governor  and  intendant 
had  power  to  ftay  execution  in  cafes  of  capital  conviftion,  until 
the  king's  plealure  fliould  be  known;  and  they  were  commif- 
fioned  to  try  and  condemn  to  capital  puniiliment  defrauders  of 
the  publick  revenue,  calling  to  their  affiftance  five  judges  of  the 
fuperior  councils.  The  government  of  the  clergy,  the  recrula- 
tion  of  church  eftablifliments,  and  the  ereftion  of  pari{hes,  fell 
likewife  under  their  joint  cognizance;  and  they  were  empower- 
ed, in  times  ofpublick  neceffity  (of  which  they  were  the  judo-es) 
to  fufpend,  in  certain  refpeds,  the  laws  of  navigation,  by  ad- 
mitting importations  of  flour  and  bread,  and  allowing  the  ex- 
portation of  colonial  produce  in  foreign  veffels.  Againft  abufes 
in  the  exercife  of  thefe  various  powers  the  people  had  no  certain 
prote61ion.  Fortunately,  it  was  rare  that  the  governor  and  in- 
tendant agreed  in  opinion  on  the  exercife  of  their  joint  authority, 
which  therefore  became  neceffarily  relaxed;  and  the  inhabitants 
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derived  fbme  degree  of  fecurity  from  the  difputes  and  difTenfions 
of  the  contending  parties.  In  all  fuch  cafes,  however,  the 
greatefl  weight  of  authority  and  right  of  deciding  devolved  on 
the  governor.  He  was,  in  truth,  an  abfolute  prince,  whofe 
will,  generally  fpeaking,  conftituted  law.  He  was  authorized 
to  imprifon  any  perfon  in  the  colony,  for  caufes  of  which  he 
alone  was  the  judge;  and  having  at  the  fame  time  the  fupreme 
command  of  both  the  naval  and  military  force,  he  had  the 
means  of  exercifing  this  power  whenever  he  thought  proper. 
On  the  other  hand,  no  arreft,  by  any  other  authority,  was  valid 
without  the  governor's  approbation.  Thus  he  had  power  to 
flop  the  courfe  of  juftice,  and  to  hold  the  courts  of  civil  and 
criminaljurifdidlion  in  a  (lavifli  dependance  on  himfelf. 


Ti-iE  peculiar  province  of  the  intendant,  befides  that  of  re- 
gulating the  publick  revenues  or  finances  of  the  colony,  was  the 
adminiftration  of  juftice.  His  powers  and  funftions  were  ex- 
prefTed  in  his  title,  Intendant  ofjujiice,  police,  f  nance,  war,  and 
navy.  The  colleftors  and  receivers  of  all  duties  and  taxes  were 
fubjed  to  his  infpe6lion  and  controul.  He  paiTed  or  reje6led 
their  accounts,  and  made  them  fuch  allowances  as  he  alone 
thought  proper.  The  application  of  all  the  publick  monies  in 
expenditures  of  all  kinds  for  the  army, '  the  navy,  fortifications, 
and  publick  hofpitals,  refled  entirely  with  the  intendant; — a  pro- 
vince which  created  fuch  temptation  to  himfelf  as  no  virtue 
could  refift,  and  furniflied  fuch  means  of  corruption,  as  over- 
came all  oppofition  from  others. 


The  taxes  and  duties  were  laid  and  modified,  as  occafion  re- 
quired, by  a  court  compofed  of  the  governor-general,  the  ni- 

tendant. 
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tendant,  the  prefidents  ©f  the  provincial  councils,  the  attorney- 
general,  the  commiffioner  of  the  navy  (ordonnateur)  and  the 
feveral  commandants  of  the  militia.  This  court  was  dignified 
by  the  title  of  the  Colonial  Ajjembly^  although  the  colonifts  had 
not  a  iingle  delegate  in  it.  It  ought  not  however  to  be  fup- 
preffed  that  the  taxes,  were  on  the  whole,  very  moderate.  The 
total  expenditure,  comprehending  all  the  contigencies  of  the 
colonial  government,  feldom  exceeded  ^.50,000  flerling  per 
annum  (a). 

For  the  better  adminiflration  of  juftice,  and  the  eaiier  col- 
le6tion  of  the  revenues,  the  colony  was  divided  into  three  pro- 
vinces (which  were  diftinguiflied,  from  their  relative  fituation, 
by  the  names  of  the  Northern,  the  Weftern,  and  Southern), 
and  fubdivided  into  ten  diftrifts.  In  each  of  thofe  provinces  re- 
fided  a  deputy-governor,  or  commander  enfecond,  and  in  each 
diftri^  was  eftablifhed  a  fubordinate  court  of  juftice,  for  the  trial 

of 

(a)  The  colonial  taxes  were  called  OSlroi,  and  confifted  principally  of  duties  on 
the  exportation  of  the  chief  articles  of  produce.  The  lateft  affeffinent  previous  to  the 
revolution  was  made  in  1776.  There  was,  befides  thofe  duties,  a  direft  tax  of  2| 
per  cent,  on  the  rents  of  houfes  in  the  towns,  and  a  poll-tax  of  three  dollars  on  flave 
fervants  or  artificers  belonging  to  eftates  or  manufaftures,  the  produc-ts  of  which  were 
not  exportable,  as  provifion  plantations,  lime  and  brick  kilns,  &c.  This  fyftem  of  taxing 
tlieir  exported  produce  is  juftified  by  Monf.  Laborie  on  the  follov/ing  ground :  "  The 
difference  of  foil  in  St.  Domingo"  (heobferves)  "  is  fuch,  that  a  plantation  of  double 
*'  the  extent  of  land,  and  with  twice  the  number  of  negroes  and  cattle,  and  managed 
*'  with  equal  fkill,  ftiall  often  yield  much  lefs  than  another  with  half  the  fame  advantages : 
"  a  tax  therefore  on  the  produce,  is  more  equal  and  proportionate  than  either  a  land- 
*'  tax  or  a  poll-tax  upon  the  negroes."  Exterior  expences,  fuch  as  the  navy,  and 
extraordinaries  of  all  kinds,  were  paid  by  the  crov/n  out  of  the  duties  which  were 
levied  on  the  produce  of  the  colony  imported  into  the  mother  country. 
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of  caufes  both  civil  and  criminal.  Appeals  however  were  al- 
lowed to  the  fuperior  councils;  of  which  there  were  two;  one  at 
Cape  Francois  for  the  Northern  province,  the  other  at  Port-au- 
Prince  for  the  Weftern  and  Southern.  They  were  compofed 
of  the  governor-general,  the  intendant,  the  deputy-governors, 
the  king's  lieutenants  fbj,  a  prefident,  and  twelve  counfeilors, 
four  ajfeffeurs^  or  affiflant  judges,  together  with  the  attorney- 
general  and  regifter.  In  thefe  councils,  or  courts  of  fupreme 
jurifdiftion,  as  in  the  parliaments  of  France,  the  king's  edifts, 
and  thofe  of  the  governor  and  intendant,  were  regiflered.  Seven 
members  conftituted  a  quorum,  but  an  appeal  lay  to  the  king 
in  the  lafl:  refort. 


In  moft  of  the  towns  was  a  municipal  eftablifhment,  called 
officers  of  the  police,  confifting  of  infpeftors,  exempts,  brigadiers, 
and  ferjeants.  They  were  authorized  to  proceed  fummariiy  in 
quelling  of  riots;  to  arreft  perfons  guilty  of  affault  and  battery, 
and  thieves  taken  with  mainour.  They  were  appointed  by  the 
courts  of  juftice,  and  were  diilinguifhed  by-a  badge. 


Another  corps  of  nearly  the  fame  defcription,  but  of  more 
extenlive  ufe,  and  of  a  more  military  charader,  was  called  the ' 

marechaujjee. 

(h)  Thefe  king's  lieutenants  were  military  officers  refiding  in  the  feveral  towns, 
commonly  with  the  rank  of  colonel.  There  were  alfo  in  each  town  majors  and  aides- 
major.  All  thefe  officers  were  wholly  independent  of  the  civil  power,  and  owned  no 
fuperior  but  the  governor  general,  who  could  difmifs  them  at  p'eafure.  It  may  be 
proper  to  obferve  too,  that  the  counfeilors  held  their  feats  by  a  very  uncertain  tenure. 
One  of  the  governors  (the  Prince  de  Rohan)  fent  the  whole  number  ftate  prifoners 
to  France.  They  were  feized  on  their  feats  of  juftice,  and  put  on  board  a  fhip  in 
irons,  and  in  that  condition  conveyed  to  Paris,  and  fhut  up  for  a  long  time  in  the 
Baftile,  without  trial  or  hearing. 
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marechaujfie.  It  was  partly  compofed  of  cavalry;  and  its  func-  CHAP, 
tious  were  to  watch  over  the  general  tranquillity;  to  proteft 
travellers  on  the  publick  highways;  to  arreft  negroes  wanderino 
without  paffports,  and  malefaftors  of  all  defcriptions;  to  enforce 
the  pronapt  execution  of  civil  and  criminal  procefs,  and,  laftly, 
to  affiil  in  the  colleftion  of  the  publick  taxes. 

The  number  of  the  king's  troops  on  the  colonial  eftablifhment 
was  commonly  from  2  to  3,000  men,  compofing  two  regiments 
of  foot,  and  a  brigade  of  artillery  recruited  from  France;  and 
each  of  the  5 1  parifhes  into  which  the  colony  was  divided;  raifed 
one  or  more  companies  of  white  militia,  a  company  of  mulat- 
toes,  and  a  company  of  free  blacks.  The  whole  number  was 
reckoned  between  feven  and  eight  thoufand.  The  officers, 
both  of  the  regular  troops  and  the  militia,  were  commiffioned 
provifionally  by  the  governor-general,  fubje6l  to  the  king's  ap- 
probation; but  the  militia  received  no  pay  of  any  kind. 

From  this  recapitulation,  it  is  evident  that  the  peace  and 
happinefs  of  the  people  of  St.  Domingo  depended  very  much 
on  the  perfonal  qualities  and  native  difpofition  of  the  o-overnor- 
general,  who  was  commonly  felefted  from  the  navy  or  army. 
At  the  fame  time  it  muft  be  honeftly  admitted,  that  the  Hbera- 
lity  and  mildnefs,  which  of  late  years  have  dignified  and  foft- 
ened  the  military  charader  among  all  the  nations  of  Europe, 
had  a  powerful  influence  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  govern- 
ment in  the  French  colonies.  It  mufl  be  allowed  alfo,  that 
the  manifeft  importance  to  which,  as  mankind  become  diverted 
of  ancient  prejudices,  the  commercial  part  of  the  community, 
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CHAP,  even  among  the  French,  has  imperceptibly  rifen,  infared  to 
the  wealthy  and  opulent  planters  a  degree  of  refpeft  from  per- 
fons  in  power,  which,  in  former  times,  attached  only  to  noble 
birth  and  powerful  connexions;  while  the  lower  orders  among 
the  whites  derived  the  fame  advantage  from  that  unconquerable 
diftinftion  which  nature  herfelf  has  legibly  drawn  between  the 
white  and  black  inhabitants ;  and  from  their  vifible  importance, 
in  a  country  where,  from  the  difproportion  of  the  whites  to  the 
blacks,  the  common  fafety  of  the  former  clafs  depends  altoge- 
ther on  their  united  exertions. 

To  contend,  as  fome  philofophers  have  idly  contended,  that 
no  natural  fuperiority  can  juftly  belong  to  any  one  race  of  people 
over  another,  to  Europeans  over  Africans,  merely  from  a  dif- 
ference of  colour,  is  to  wafte  words  to  no  purpofe,  and  to  com- 
bat with  air.  Among  the  inhabitants  of  every  ifland  in  the 
Weil:  Indies,  it  is  the  colour,  with  fome  few  exceptions,  that 
diftinouifhes  freedom  from  (laverv :  fo  lono;  therefore  as  freedom 
lliall  be  enjoyed  exclufively  by  one  race  of  people,  and  flavery 
be  the  condition  of  another,  contempt  and  degradation  will  at- 
tach to  the  colour  by  which  that  condition  is  generally  recog- 
nized, and  follow  it,  in  fome  degree,  through  its  varieties  and 
affinities.  We  may  trace  a  fimilar  prejudice  among  the  mofh 
liberal  and  enlightened  nations  of  Europe.  Although  nothing 
furely  ought  to  refleft  greater  luflre  on  any  man,  than  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  his  having  rifen,  by  induftry  and  virtue,  above  the 
difadvantages  of  mean  birth  and  indigent  parentage,  there  are, 
neverthelefs,  but  few  perfons  in  the  world  who  delight  to  be 
reminded  of  this  fpecies  of  merit.     There  is  a  confcioufnefs  of 
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fomething  difgraceful  in  the  recolleaion;  and  it  feems  there- 
fore reafonable  to  conclude,  that  if  nature  had  made  the  fame 
difrinaion  in  this  cafe  as  in  the  other,  and  ftamped,  by  an  in- 
delible mark,  the  condition  and  parentage  on  the  forehead,  the 
fame,  or  nearly  the  fame,  effect  would  have  refulted  from  it,  as 
refults  from  the  difference  of  colour  in  the  Wefl  Indies.  I  mean 
however  only  to  account  for,  in  fome  degree,  not  to  defend  al- 
together, the  condua  of  the  whites  of  St.  Domingo  towards 
the  coloured  people;  whofe  condition  was  in  truth  much  worfe 
than  that  of  the  lame  clafs  in  the  Britifh  colonies,  and  not  to 
be  juftified  on  any  principle  of  example  or  reafon. 


In  many  refpeas  their  fituation  vras  even  more  degrading  Free  Mulat- 
and  wretched  than  that  of  the  enflaved  negroes  in  anv  part  of  ^°^^- 
the  Weft  Indies;  all  of  ^^'hom  have  maflei-s  that  are  interefted 
in  their  prefervation,  and  many  of  whom  find  in  thofe  maflers 
powerful  friends  and  vigilant  proteaors.  Although  releafed 
from  the  dominion  of  individuals,  yet  the  free  men  of  colour  in 
all  the  French  iflands  were  ftill  confidered  as  the  property  of 
the  publick,  and  as  pnblick  property  they  were  obnoxious  to 
the  caprice  and  tyranny  of  all  thofe  whom  the  accident  of  birth 
had  placed  above  them.  By  the  colonial  governments  they 
were  treated  as  flaves  in  the  ftriaeft  lenfe;  they  were  liable,  on 
attaining  the  age  of  manhood,  to  ferve  three  years  in  the  mili- 
tary eftablifhment  called  the  markhaujfee,  and  on  the  expiration 
of  that  term  they  were  compelled  to  ferve  in  the  militia  of  the 
parifh  or  quarter  to  which  they  belonged,  without  pay  or  al- 
lowance of  any  kind,  and  in  the  horfe  or  foot,  at  the  pleafure 
of  the  commanding  officer;  and  obliged  alio  to  fupply  them- 
VoL.III.  F  felves 
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CHAP,  felves,  at  their  own  expence,  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  ac- 
coutrements. The  rigour  with  which  the  king'^s  lieutenants, 
majors,  and  aides-major,  enforced  their  authority  over  thefe 
people,  had  degenerated  into  the  bafell:  tyranny. 

They  were  forbidden  to  hold  any  publick  office,  truft,  or 
employment,  however  inlignificant;  they  were  not  even  allowed 
to  exercife  any  of  thofe  profeffions,  to  which  fome  fort  of  liberal 
education  is  fuppofed  to  be  neceffary.  All  the  naval  and  mili- 
tary departments,  all  degrees  in  law,  phyfick,  and  divinity^ 
were  appropriated  exclulively  by  the  whites.  A  mulatto  could 
not  be  a  prieft,  nor  a  lawyer,  nor  a  phyiician,  nor  a  flirgeon, 
nor  an  apothecary,  nor  a  fchoolmafter.  He  could  not  even 
affume  the  firname  of  the  white  man  to  whom  he  owed  his 
being.  Neither  did  the  diftinftion  of  colour  terminate,  as  in 
the  Britifh  Weft  Indies,  with  the  third  generation.  The  pri- 
vileges of  a  white  perfon  were  not  allowed  to  any  defcendant 
from  an  African,  however  remote  the  origin.  The  taint  in  the 
blood  was  incurable,  and  fpread  to  the  lateft  pofterity.  Hence 
no  white  man,  who  had  the  fmalleft  pretenfions  to  charafter,. 
would  ever  think  of  marriage  with  a  negro  or  mulatto  woman: 
fuch  a  ftep  would  immediately  have  terminated  in  his  difgrace 
and  ruin. 


Under  the  prefTure  of  thefe  accumulated  grievances,  hope 
itfelf,  too  frequently  the  only  folace  of  the  wretched,  was  de- 
nied to  thefe  unfortunate  people;  for  the  courts  of  criminal  ju- 
rifdi61ion  adopting  the  popular  prejudices  againft  them,  gave 
effe61  and  permanency  to  the  f}ftem.  A  man  of  colour  being 
5  profecutor 
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profecutor  (a  circumftance  in  truth  which  feldom  occurred) 
muft  have  made  out  a  ftrong  cafe  indeed,  if  at  any  time  he  ob- 
tained the  convidion  of"  a  white  perfon.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  whites  never  failed  to  procure  prompt  and  fpeedy  juflice 
againfl:  the  mulattoes.  To  mark  more  ftrongly  the  dilliinftion 
between  tlie  two  claUes,  the  law  declared  that  if  a  free  man  of 
colour  prefumed  to  ftrike  a  white  perfon  of  whatever  condition, 
his  right  hand  fhould  be  cut  off;  while  a  white  man,  for  a 
fimilar  afTault  on  a  free  mulatto,  was  difmiffed  on  the  payment 
of  an  infigniiicant  fine. 

In  extenuation  of  this  horrible  detail,  it  may  be  faid  with 
truth  that  the  manners  of  the  white  inhabitants  foftened,  in 
fome  meafure,  the  feverity  of  their  laws:  thus,  in  the  cafe  lafl: 
m.entioned,  the  univerfal  abhorrence  which  Vs^ould  have  at- 
tended an  enforcement  of  the  penalty,  m.ade  the  law  a  dead  let- 
ter. It  was  the  fame  with  the  Roman  law  of  the  Twelve 
Tables,  by  which  a  father  v^'as  allowed  to  inflict  the  punifh- 
ment  of  death  on  his  own  child  :~manners,  not  law,  prevent- 
ed the  exertion  of  a  power  fo  unnatural  and  odious. 

But  the  circumflance  which  contributed  mofl  to  afford  the 
coloured  people  of  St.  Domingo  prote£tion,  was  the  privilege 
they  pofleifed  of  acquiring  and  holding  property  to  any  amount. 
Several  of  them  were  the  owners  of  confiderable  eftates;  and 
having  happily  the  means  of  gratifying  the  venality  of  their  fu- 
penors,  thefe  were  fecure  enough  in  their  perfons;  although 
the  lame  circumftance  made  them,  more  pointedly  the  obje61s 
of  hatred  and  envy  to  the  lov/er  orders  of  the  whites. 

F  2  ,  .  The 
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Enilaved  ne- 
groes. 


The  next  and  loweft  clafs  of  people  in  the  French  iflancb 
were  the  negroes  in  a  flate  of  flavery;  of  whom,  in  the  year 
1789,  St  Domingo  contained  no  lefs  than  480,000.  It  was  in 
favour  of  this  clafs  that  Louis  XIV.  in  the  year  1685,  publifhed 
the  celebrated  edi6l,  or  code  of  regulations,  which  is  well 
known  to  the  world  under  the  title  of  the  Code  Noir;  and  it 
mufl:  be  allowed,  that  many  of  its  provilions  breathe  a  fj^irit  of 
tendernefs  and  philanthropy  which  refle£ls  honour  on  the  me- 
mory of  its  author; — but  there  is  this  misfortune  attendino- this, 
and  muil:  attend  all  other  fyflems  of  the  fame  nature,  that  mofl 
of  Its  regulations  are  inapplicable  to  the  condition  and  fituation 
of  the  colonies  in  America.  In  countries  where  flavery  is  eila- 
bliflied,  the  leading  principle  on  which  go^^ernment  is  fupported, 
IS  fear  \  or  a  fenfe  of  that  abfolute  coercive  neceffity,  which, 
leaving  no  choice  of  a6tion,  fuperfedes  all  queflion  of  right.  It 
is  in  vain  to  deny  that  fuch  aftually  is,  and  neceffarily  muft  be, 
the  cafe  in  all  countries  where  flavery  is  allowed.  Every  en- 
deavour therefore  to  extend  pofitive  rights  to  men  in  this  flate, 
as  between  one  clafs  of  people  and  the  other,  is  an  attempt  to 
reconcile  inherent  contradt6rions,and  to  blend  pruiciples  together 
which  admit  not  of  combination.  The  great  and,  I  am  afraid, 
the  only  certain  and  permanent  fecurity  of  the  enflaved  negroes, 
iS  the  flrong  circumflance  that  the  interefl  of  the  mailer  is 
blended  with,  and,  in  truth,  altogether  depends  on,  the  prefer- 
vation,  and  even  on  the  health,  flrength,  and  aftivity  of  the 
flave.  This  applies  equally  to  all  the  European  colonies  in 
America;  and  accordingly  the  a61ual  condition  of  the  negroes 
in  all  thofe  colonies,  to  whatever  nation  they  belong,  is  I  be- 


lieve nearly  the  fame. 


Of  that  condition  I  have  s;iven  an  ac- 
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count  in  another  place  (c) :  I  have  therefore  only  to  obferv'e  in  G  H  A  P 
this,  that  in  all  the  French  iflands  the  general  treatment  of  the  ,_^'„,^, 
flaves  is  neither  much  better  nor  much  worfe,  as  far  as  I  could 
obferve,  than  in  thofe  of  Great  Britain.  If  any  difference  there 
is,  I  think  that  they  are  better  clothed  among  the  French, 
and  allowed  more  animal  food  among  the  Englifli.  The  pre- 
valent notion  that  the  French  planters  ti-eat  their  neo-roes  with 
greater  humanity  and  tenderneis  than  the  Britifh,  I  know  to  be 
groundlefs;  yet  no  candid  perfon,  who  has  had  an  opportunity 
of  feeing  the  negroes  in  the  French  iflands,  and  of  contrafling 
their  condition  with  that  of  the  peafantry  in  many  parts  of  Eu- 
rope, will  think  them,  by  any  means,  the  mofl  wretched  o£ 
mankind. 


On  the  whole,  if  human  life,  in  its  beft  flate,  is  a  combi-=^ 
nation  of  happinefs  and  mifery,  and  we   are  to   confider  that 
condition  of  political  fociety  as  relatively  good,  in  wdiich,  not- 
withftanding  many  difadvantages,  the  lower  claffes   are  eafily 
fupplied  with  the  means  of  healthy  fubfiftence ;  and  a  general 
air  of  cheerful  contentednefs,  animates  all  ranks  of  people,— 
where  we  behold  opulent  towns,  plentiful  markets,  extenfive 
commerce,  and  increafing  cultivation— it  muft  be  pronounced 
that  the  government  of  the  French  part  of  St.  Domingo  (to 
whatever  latent  caufes  it  might  be  owing)   was  not  altoo-ether 
fo  praaically  bad,  as  fome  of  the  circumfrances  that  have  been, 
ftated  might  give  room  to  imagine.     With  all  the  abufes  ari%g 
from  the  licentioufnefs  of  power,  the  corruption  of  manners, 
and  the  fyftem  of  flavery,  the  fcale  evidently  preponderated  on. 

thcLr 
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CHAP,  the  favourable  fide;  and,  in  fpite  of  political  evils  and  private 
grievances,  the  figns  of  publick  prolperitv  v/ere  every  where 
viilble. 


Such  were  the  condition  and  iituation  of  the  French  colony 
in  St,  Domingo  in  the  year  1788 — an  eventful  period;  for  the 
feeds  of  liberty  which,  ever  fince  the  war  between  Great  Britain 
and  her  tranfatlantick  poffefTions,  had  taken  root  in  the  king- 
dom of  France,  now  began  to  fpring  up  with  a  rank  luxuriancy 
in  all  parts  of  her  extenfive  dominions;  and  a  thoufand  circum- 
fiances  demonltrated  that  great  and  important  changes  and  con- 
vulfions  were  impending.  The  neceffity  of  a  fober  and  well- 
digefted-arrangement  for  correfting  inveterate  abufes,  both  in  the 
mother  country  and  the  colonies,  was  indeed  apparent;  but, 
unhappily,  a  fpirit  of  fubverfion  and  innovation,  founded  on 
vilionary  fyfteras  inapplicable  to  real  life,  had  taken  pofTeffion 
of  the  publick  mind.  Its  efrecls  in  St.  Domingo  are  \\'ritten  in 
colours  too  lafting  to  be  obliterated;  for  the  pride  of  power, 
the  rage  of  reformation,  the  contentions  of  party,  and  the  con- 
fiid  of  oppofing  interefts  and  paflions,  produced  a  tempfefl:  that 
fwept  every  thing  before  it. 
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From  the  Re-volution  of  1-]^,  to  the  Meeting  of  t hie  Firft  General 
Colonial  Afernbly. 

AXN  the  27th  of  December  1788,  the  court  of  France  came   CHAP 
^^  to  the  memorable   determination  to   fummon  the  States  ^I- 

General  of  the  kingdom ;  and  refolved  that  the  reprefentation 
of  the  tiers  etat  for  commons)  lliould  be  equal  to  the  fum  of 
the  reprefentation  of  the  other  two  orders. 

This    meafure,    as  miight  have  been   forefeen,    proved  the 
bafis   of  the  great  national   revolution  that   followed ;    and  it 
operated  with  immediate  and  decifive  eitect  in  all  the  French 
colonies.     The  governor  of  the  French  part  of  St.  Domingo,  at 
that  period,  vv-as  iNlonf.  Duchilleau,  who  was  ilippoied  fecretlv 
to  favour  the  popular  pretenfions.     He   was   allowed   therefore 
to   continue  unmolefted   in  the  feat   of  government;  but   the 
king's  fceptre  dropped  frcrn  his  hand;  for  when  he   attempted 
to  prevent  the  parochial  and  provincial  meetings,  which  wtY^ 
every   where    fum.moned,  from   aiTembling,  his   proclamations 
were  treated  with  indignity  and  contempt:  the  meetino-s  were 
held  in  fpite  of  the  governor,  and  refolutions  paffed  declaratory 
of  the  right  of  the  coloniils  to  fend  deputies  to  the  States  Ge- 
neral    Deputies  were  accordingly  eleiled  for  that  purpofe,  to 
the  number  of  eighteen  (fix  for  each  province)  who  forthwith, 
without  any  authority  either  from  the  French  miniflry  or  the 
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C  HA  Po   colonial  government,  embarked  for  France,  as  the  legal  repre* 
fentatives  of  a  great  and  integral  part  of  the  French  empire. 

They  arrived  at  Verfailles  the  latter  end  of  June,  about  a 
month  after  the  States  General  had  declared  themfelves  the 
national  affembly.  But  neither  the  minifler  nor  the  national 
aifembly  were  difpofed  to  admit  the  full  extent  of  their  claims. 
The  number  of  eighteen  deputies  from  one  colony  was  thought 
exceffive;  and  it  was  with  fome  difficulty  that  fix  of  them  only 
were  admitted  to  verify  their  powers,  and  feat  themfelves 
among  the  national  reprefentatives. 


There  prevailed  at  this  time  throughout  the  cities  of  France, 
a  very  ftrong  and  marked  prejudice  againft  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Sugar  Ifiands,  on  account  of  the  flavery  of  their  negroes. 
It  was  not  indeed  fuppofed,  nor  even  pretended,  that  the  con- 
dition of  thefe  people  was  worfe  at  this  juncture  than  in  any 
former  period:  the  contrary  was  known  to  be  the  truth.  But 
declamations  in  fupport  of  perfonal  freedom,  and  inve6lives 
againft  dei|Dotifm  of  all  kinds,  had  been  the  favourite  topicks  of 
many  eminent  French  writers  for  a  feries  of  years :  and  the 
publick  indignation  was  now  artfully  raifed  againfl  the  planters 
of  the  Weft  Indies,  as  one  of  the  means  of  exciting  commotions 
and  infurre6lions  in  different  parts  of  the  French  dominions. 
This  fpirit  of  hoftility  againft  the  inhabitants  of  the  French 
colonies,  was  induftrioufly  fomented  and  aggravated  by  the 
meafures  of  a  fociety,  who  called  themfelves  ^niis  des  Noirs 
(Friends  of  the  Blacks):  and  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that 
rhe  iplendid  appearance,  and  thoughtlefs  extravagance,  of  many 
.     -  of 


SAINT      D  O  M  I  N  G  O. 


Ai 


cf  the    French    planters    refident    in    the    mother    country,    CHAP, 
contributed    by    no    means    to  divert   the  mahce  of  their  ad-  ^^' 

verfaries,  or  to   foften   the  prejudices  of  the  pubhck  towards 
them. 


The  fociety  in  France  called  Jmzs  des  Noirs,  was  I  believe 
Oiiginally  formed  on  the  model  of  a  fimilar  aiTociation  in  London, 
but  the  views  and  purpofes  of  the  two  bodies  had  taken  a  dif- 
ferent diredion.     The  fociety  in  London /)r<9/^^^  to  have  no- 
thing more  in  view  than  to  obtain  an  ad  of  the  legiilature  for 
prohibiting  the  further  introdudion  of  African  ilaves  into  the 
Britifli  colonies.     They  difclairaed  all  intention  of  interferino- 
with  the  government  and  condition  of  the  negroes  already  in 
the  plantations;  publickly  declaring  their  opinion  to  be,  that  a 
general  emancipation  of  thofe  people,  in  their  prefent  ftate  of 
ignorance  and  barbarity,  inilead  of  a  bleffmg,  would  prove  to 
them  a  fource  of  misfortune  and  mifery.     On  the  other  hand, 
the  fociety  of  Amis  des  Noirs,  having  fecretly  in  view  to  fubvert 
the  ancient  defpotifm  of  the  French  government,  loudly  cla- 
moured for  a  general  and  immediate  abolition,  not  only  of  the 
flave  trade,  but  alfo  of  the  flavery  which  it  fupported.     Pro- 
ceeding on  abftraa  reafoning,  rather  than  on  the  aftual  condi- 
tion of  human  nature,  they  diftinguiflied  not  between  civilized 
and  uncivilized  life,  and  confidered  that  it  ill  became  them  to 
claim  freedom  for  themfelves,  and  withhold  it  at  the  fame  time 
from  the  negroes :  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  a  principle  fo  plau- 
sible in  appearance,  fhould,  in  its  application  to  this  cafe,  be 
vifionary  and  impradicable. 
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At  this  jun61ure,  a  confiderable  body  of  the  mulattoes  from 
_  St.  Domingo  and  the  other  French  iilands,  were  reiident  in  the 
17^9.  French  capital.  Some  of  thefe  were  young  people  fent  thither 
for  education:  others  were  men  of  confiderable  property,  and 
many  of  them,  without  doubt,  perfons  of -intelligence  and  ami- 
able manners.  With  thefe  people  the  fociety  of  ^ mis  des  Noirs 
formed  an  intimate  connection;  pointed  out  to  them  the 
wretchednefs  of  their  condition;  filled  the  nation  with  remon- 
ftrances  and  appeals  on  their  behalf;  and  poured  out  fuch  in- 
veftives  againft  the  white  planters,  as  bore  away  reafon  and 
moderation  in  the  torrent.  Unhappily,  there  was  too  much  to 
offer  on  the  part  of  the  mulattoes.  Their  perfonal  appearance 
too,  excited  pity,  and,  co-operating  with  the  temper  of  the 
times,  and  the  credulity  of  the  French  nation,  raifed  fuch  an 
indignant  ij^irit  in  all  ranks  of  people  againft  the  white  colo- 
nifts,  as  threatened  their  total  annihilation  and  ruin. 

In  this  difpofition  of  the  people  of  France  towards  the  inha- 
bitants of  their  colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies,  the  national  aflem- 
bly,  on  the  20th  day  of  Auguft,  voted  the  celebrated  declara- 
non  of  rights  %  and  thus,  by  a  revolution  unparalleled  in  hiftory, 
was  a  mighty  fabrick  (apparently  eftablifhed  by  every  thing 
that  was  fecure  and  unaffailable)  overturned  in  a  m.oment. 
Happy  had  it  been  for  the  general  interefts  of  the  human  race, 
if,  when  the  French  had  gone  thus  far,  they  had  proceeded  no 
farther!  Happy  for  themselves,  if  they  had  then  known — 
what  painful  experience  has  fince  taught  them — that  the  worft 
©f  all  governments  is  preferable  to  the  miferies  of  anarchy ! 


Perhaps 
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Perhaps  a  diligent  obferver  might  have  difcovered,  eveuia    C  HA  P. 
the  firil:  proceedings  of  this  celebrated  aflembly,  the  latent  feeds 


of  that  violence,  injuftice,  and  confufion  which  have  fxnce  pro- 
duced fuch  a  harveft  of  crimes  and  calamities.  Many  of  the 
dofirines  contained  in  the  declaration  of  rights  feem  to  have 
been  introduced  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  awaken  a  mif- 
chievous  fpirit  of  contention  and  cavil,  and  to  deftroy  all  fub- 
ordination  in  the  lower  ranks  of  the  people.  Such,  for  in- 
ftance,  was  the  polltion,  that  "  all  men  are  born,  and  continue^ 
"  free  and  equal  as  to  their  rights;"  according  to  which,  there 
cueht  to  be  no  diftinftions  in  fociety,  nor  (if  the  poffeffion  of 
property  is  a  right)  can  any  man  have  a  right  to  poiTefs  or  ac- 
quire any  thing  to  the  exclufion  of  others ;  a  pofition  not  only 
falfe,  but  pernicious,  and  unfit  for  every  condition  of  civilized 
life.  To  promulgate  fuch  leflbns  in  the  colonies,  as  the  de- 
.  clared  fenfe  of  the  fupreme  government,  was  to  fubvert  the 
whole  fvftem  of  their  -eilablifnments.  Accordingly,  a  general 
ferment  prevailed  among  the  French  inhabitants  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other.  All  that  had 
DaiTed  in  the  mother  country  concerning  the  colonics,— the 
prejudices  of  the  metropolis  towards  them, — the  efforts  of  the 
focietv  of  Ainis  dcs  Nous  to  emancipate  the  negroes, — and  the 
condua  of  the  mulattoes,— had  been  reprefented  to  them 
through  the  medium  of  party,  and  perhaps  with  a  thouiand 
circumftances  of  exaggeration  and  infuit,  long  before  the  de- 
claration of  rights  v/as  received  in  the  colony;  and  this  meafure 
crowned  the  whole.  They  m.aintained  that  it  was  calculated  to 
convert  their  peaceful  and  contented  negroes  into  implacable 
enemies,  and  render  the  whole  country  a  theatre  of  commotion 

and  bloodlhed, 
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I^  the  meanwhile,  the  French  government,  apprehenfive 
'  that  diforders  of  a  very  alarming  nature  might  arife  in  the  colo- 
nies from  the  proceedings  in  France,  had  iffued  orders  to  the. 
governor  general  of  St.  Domingo,  to  convoke  the  inhabitants^ 
for  the  purpofe  of  forming  a  legiflative  afTembly  for  interior  re= 
gulation.  Thefe  orders,  however,  being  unaccountably  delay- 
ed, the  people  had  anticipated  the  meafure..  The  inhabitants 
of  the  Northern  diftrift  had  already  confHtuted  a  provincial  af- 
fembly,  which  met  at  Cape  Francois,  and  their  'example  was 
followed  in  November  in  the  Weflern  and  Southern  provinces; 
the  Weftern  afiembly  met  at  Port  au  Prince,  the  Southern  at 
Les  Cayes.  Parochial  committees  were,  at  the  fame  time, 
every  where  eftablilhed,.  for  the  fake  of  a  more  immediate  com^ 
munication  between  the.  people  and  their  reprefentatlves.. 

A  RECITAL  of  the  condud  and  proceedings  of  thefe  provin- 
cial affemblies,  would  lead  me  too  much  into  detail.  They 
differed  greatly  on  many  important  queftions ;  but  all  of  them 
concurred  In  opinion  concerning  the  neceffity  of  a  full  and  fpeedv 
colonial  reprefentationj  and  they  unanimoufly  voted,  that  if  in- 
ftrudlons  from  the  king  for  calling  fuch  an  aiTembly  fhould  not 
be   received   within   three  months   thenceforward,    the  colony 

Ihould  take  on  itfelf  to  adopt  and  enforce  the  meafure; their 

immediate  fafety  and  prefervation  being,  they  laid,  an  obho-a- 
tion  paramount  to  ail  others.. 

During  this  period  of  anxiety  and  alarm,  the  mulattoes  were 
not  inaaive.  Inftruaed  by  their  brethren  in  the  m.etropolis  con- 
cerning the  nature  and  extent  of  their  rights,  and  apprized  of  the 
favourable  difpofition  of  the  French  nation  towards  them,  they 

became. 
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became,  throughout  the  colony,  aftuated  by  a  fpirit  of  turbu-  CHAP, 
lence  and  fedition;  and  dilregarding  all  confiderations  of  pru- 
dence, with  regard  to  time  and  feafons,  determined  to  claim, 
without  delay,  the  full  benefit  of  all  the  privileges  enjoyed  by 
the  whites.  Accordingly  large  bodies  of  them  appeared  in 
arms  in  different  paits  of  the  country;  but  afting  without  fuffi- 
cient  concert,  or  due  preparation,  they  were  ealily  overpower- 
ed. It  is  faid,  that  the  temper  of  the  provincial  alTemblies  at 
this  jun<5lure, — how  much  foever  inflamed  againft  the  inftiga- 
tors  and  abettors  of  thefe  people  in  the  mother  country, — was 
not  averfe  to  moderation  and  conceffion  towards  the  mulattoes 
tliemfelves.  Thus,  when  the  party  which  had  taken  arms  at 
Jacmel  was  defeated,  and  their  chiefs  imprifoned,  the  afTembly 
of  the  Weft  interpofed  with  effeft  in  favour  of  the  whole  num- 
ber; and  at  Artibonite,  w^here  the  revolt  was  much  more  ex- 
tenfive  and  alarming,  a  free  and  unconditional  pardon  was  alfo 
cheerfully  grranted  on  the  fubmiffion  .of  the  inlur2;ents. 

Against  fuch  of  the  whites  as  had  taken  any  part  in  thefe 
diiturbances,  in  favour  of  the  people  of  colour,  the  rage  of  the- 
populace  knew  no  limits.  Monf.  Dubois,  de^xxty  procureur  ge- 
neraU  had  not  only  declared  himfelf  an  advocate  for  the  mulat- 
toes, but,  with  a  degree  of  imprudence  which  indicated  infa- 
nity,  fought  occafions  to  declaim  publickly  againft  the  flavery 
of  the  negroes.  The  Northern  afTembly  arrefted  his  perfon,  and 
very  probably  intended  to  proceed  to  greater  extremities;  but 
the  governor  interpofed  in  his  behalf,  obtained  his  releafe,  and 
fent  him  from  the  country. 

MoNs» 
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MoNs.  Ferrmid  (k  Bemidierre,  who  bad  formerly  been  a  ma- 
giftrate  at  Petit  Goave,  was  not  fo  fortunate.  This  gentleman 
was  unhappily  enamoured  of  a  woman  of  colour,  to  whom,  as 
ilie  pofTeffed  a  valuable  plantation,  he  had  offered  marriage,  and 
being  a  man  of  a  warm  im.agination,  with  little  judgment,  he 
undertook  to  combat  the  prejudices  of  the  whites  againft  the 
whole  clafs.  He  drew  up,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  mu- 
latto people,  a  memorial  to  the  parochial  committee,  wherein, 
among  other  things,  they  were  made  to  claim,  in  exprefs  words, 
the  full  benefit  of  the  national  declaration  of  rights.  Nothing 
could  be  more  ill-timed  or  injudicious  than  this  proceeding:  it  was 
evident,  that  fuch  a  claim  led  to  confequences  of  which  the 
mulattoes  themfelves  (who  certainly  at  this  juncture  had  no 
wifli  to  enfranchife  the  (laves)  were  not  apprized.  This  me- 
morial therefore  was  confidered  as  a  fummons  to  the  neo-roes 
for  a  general  revolt.  The  parochial  committee  feized  the 
author,  and  committed  .him  to  prifon;  but  the  populace  took 
him  from  thence  by  force,  and  in  fpite  of  the  magiftrates  and 
municipality,  who  exerted  themfelves  to  ftop  their  fury,  put 
him  to  death. 
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The  king's  order  for  convoking  a  general  colonial  aflembly 
was  received  in  St.  Domingo  early  in  the  month  of  January 
1790.  It  appointed  the  town  of  Leogane,  in  the  Weftern 
province,  for  the  place  of  meeting;  and  mftrudions  accompa- 
nied the  order,  concerning  the  m.ode  of  elefting  the  members. 
Thefe  inftrudions,  however,  beiftg  confidered  by  the  provincial 
afferablies  as  inapplicable  to  the  circumftances  of  the  colony, 
were  difapproved;    and  another   plan,    better  fuited,    as  they 

conceived, 
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conceived,  to  the   wealth,  territory,  and  population  of  the  in-    ^  ^^^^  P 
habitants,  was  adopted.     They  refolved  alio  to  hold  the  affem-   ^.^—^^ 
bly  at  the  town  of  St.  Marc  inftead  of  Leogane,  and  the  25th  '^"^ 

of  March  was  fixed  for  the  time  of  its  meeting.     It  was  after- 
wards prorogued  to  the  i6Lh  of  April. 

In  the  meanwhile  intelligence  was  received  in  France  of  the 
temper  of  St.  Domiingo  towards  the  mother  country.  The  in- 
habitants were  very  generally  reprefented  as  raanifefting  a  dif- 
pofition  either  to  renounce  their  dependency,  or  to  throw  them- 
felves  under  the  proteftion  of  a  foreign  power;  and  the  planters 
of  Martinico  were  faid  to  be  equally  difcontented  and  difaffecled. 
The  trading  and  manufa61uring  towns  took  the  alarm;  and  pe- 
titions and  remonftrances  were  prefented  from  various  quarters,  _ 
imploring  the  national  affembly  to  adopt  raeafures  for  compofing 
the  minds  of  the  colonics,  and  prefervmg  to  the  French  em- 
pire its  moll  valuable  dependencies. 

On  the  8th  of  iNIarch  1790,  the  national  aifembly  entered 
into  the  coniideration  of  the  fubjedl,  with  a  ferioufnefs  and  fo- 
lemnity  fuited  to  its  importance;  and,  after  full  difcuffion,  a 
very  large  m.ajority  voted,  "  That  it  never  was  the  intention  of 
*'  the  afTembly  to  comprehend  the  interior  government  of  the 
*'  colonies  in  the  conflitution  which  they  had  framed  for  the 
*'  mother  country,  or  to  fjbjeft  them  to  laws  which  were  iri- 
"_compatible  Vv'ith  their  local  efLablifhments ;  they  therefore 
"  authorife  the  inhabitants  of  each  colony  to  iignify  to  the  na- 
*'  tional  alTembly  their  fentiments  and  v,"i{hes  concerning  that 
*'  plan   of  interior    legiflation   and   commercial    arrangement, 

"  which 
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"  which  would  be  rnoft  conducive  to  their  profperity."  It  was 
required,  however,  that  the  plan  to  be  ofFered  iliould  be  con- 
formable to  the  principles  which  had  connefted  the  colonies 
with  the  metropolis,  and  be  calculated  for  the  prefervation  of 
their  reciprocal  interefls.— To  this  decree  was  annexed  a  de- 
claration, "  That  the  national  affembly  would  not  caufe  any 
"  innovation  to  be  made,  direftly  or  indireaiy,  in  any  fyftem  of 
"  commerce  in  which  the  colonies  were  already  concerned." 

Nothing  could  equal  the  clam.our  which  this  decree  occa- 
fioned  among  the  people  of  colour  refident  in  the  mother  coun- 
try, and  the  philanthroplck  fociety  of  Atnis  des  Noirs.  The 
declaration  concerning  commerce  was  interpreted  into  a  tacit 
fan6lion  for  the  continuance  of  the  flave  trade;  and  it  was  even 
contended,  that  the  national  aflembly,  by  leaving  the  adjufl- 
ment  of  the  colonial  conftitutions  to  the  colonics  themfelves, 
had  difcharged  them  from  their  allegiance.  It  was  faid  that 
they  were  no  longer  fubje6l  to  the  French  empire,  but  mem- 
bers of  an  independent  flate. 

Nevertheless,  if  the  circumflances  of  the  times,  and  the 
-difpofition  of  the  French  colonics  at  this  jundure,  be  taken 
into  the  account,  candour  mufl  acknowledge  that  it  was  a  de- 
cree not  only  juftifiable  on  the  motives  of  prudence  and  policv, 
but  was  founded  alfo  on  the  ftrong  bafis  of  moral  neceffity. 
The  arguments  that  were  urged  againft  it  feem  to  imply  that 
the  benefits  of  the  French  revolution  were  intended  only  for 
the  people  refiding  in  the  realm,  in  exclufion  of  their  fellow 
fubjeds  in  the  plantations.     After  that  great  event,  to  fuppofe 

that 
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that  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  colonies  (with  the  fuccefsful  ex-    C  H  A  P. 

.  .  .  11. 

ample  too  of  the  Englifh  Americans  recent  in  their  memories) 


would  have  fubmitted  to  be  governed  and  dire6ted  in  their  local 
concerns  by  a  legjflature  at  the  diftance  of  3,000  miles  from 
them,  is  to  manifeft  a  very  flender  acquaintance  with  human 
nature.  How  little  inclined  the  colonial  aifembly  was  to  fuch 
fubmiffion,  their  proceedings,  from  the  firfl  day  of  their  meet- 
ing, to  their  final  dilTolution,  will  demonftrate. — Of  thofe 
proceedings  I  ihall  endeavour  to  furniHi  a  brief  account  in  the 
next  Chapter. 
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Proceedings  of  the  General  Colonial  AJfembly  until  its  fnal 
Dijfolution,  and  Embarkation  of  the  Members  for  Frajice, 
Auguf  1790. 

'T^HE  General  AfTembly  of  St.  Domingo  met  on  the  i^th 
of  April,  at  the  town  of  St.  Marc.  It  was  compofed  of 
213  members,  of  whom  the  city  of  Cape  Francois  eleded  twenty- 
four,  Port  au  Prince  fixteen,  and  Les  Cayes  eight.  Mojft  of  the 
other  pariflies  returned  two  reprefentatives  each ;  and  it  is  al- 
lowed that,  on  the  whole,  the  colony  was  fairly,  fully,  and  moft 
refpedably  reprefented.  The  provincial  alfemblies,  however, 
continued  in  the  exercife  of  their  funftions  as  before,  or  appointed 
committees  to  a6l  durins;  their  intermiflion. 


The  feflion  was  opened  by  a  difcourfe  from  the  preiident, 
wherein,  after  recounting  various  abufes  in  the  conftitution  and 
adminiflration  of  the  former  colonial  government,  he  pointed 
out  fome  of  the  many  great  obje6ts  that  feemed  to  require  im- 
mediate attention  :  among  others,  he  recommended  the  cafe  of 
the  mulattoes,  and  a  melioration  of  the  flave  laws.  The  affem- 
bly  concurred  in  fentiment  with  the  orator  ;  and  one  of  their  nrfl: 
meafures  was  to  relieve  the  people  of  colour  from  the  hardships 
to  which  they  were  fubjeft  under  the  military  jurifdiftion.  It 
was  decreed,  that  in  future  no  gi'eater  duty  (hould  be  required 
of  them  in  the  militia  than  from  the  whites ;  and  the  harfh  au- 
5  thority, 
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thority,  in  particular,  which  the  king's  heutenants,  majors,  and    CHAP 
aides-major,   com.m.anding   in   the  towns,  exercifed  over   thofe         ^^^' 
people,  was  declared  oppreiTive  and  illegal.     Thefe  afts  of  in- 
dulgence were  certainly  meant  as  the  earneft  of  greater  favours, 
and  an  opening  to  conciliation  and  conceffion  towards  the  whole 
clais  of  the  coloured  people. 

The  general  affemhly  proceeded,  in  the  next  place,  to  reflify 
fome  grofs  abufes  which  had  long  prevailed  in  the  courts  of  ju- 
dicature, confining  themfelves  however  to  fuch  only  as  called  for 
immediate  redrefs,  their  atteiition  being  chiefly  direfted  to  the 
great  and  intereffing  objeft  of  preparing  the  plan  for  a  new  con- 
flitution,  or  fyflem  of  colonial  government;  a  bufmefs  which 
employed  their  deliberations  until  the  28th  of  Mav. 


M.  Peynier  was  nov/ governor-general,  from  whom  thepar- 
tizans  and  adherents  of  the  ancient  defpotifm  fecretly  derived 
encouragement  and  fupport.  The  v/hole  body  of  tax-gatherers, 
and  officers  under  the  fifcal  adminiftration,  were  of  this  number. 
Thefe  therefore  began  to  recover  from  the  panick  into  which  fo 
great  and  fudden  a  revolution  had  thrown  them,  and  to  rally 
their  united  ftrength.  Nothing  could  be  more  oppofite  to  their 
wifhes,  than  the  fuccefs  of  the  general  aflembly  in  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  order  and  good  government  throughout  the  colonv. 
Nor  were  thefe  the  only  men  who  beheld  the  proceedino-s  of  this 
body  with  an  evil  eye.  All  the  perfons  belonging  to  the  courts 
of  civil  and  criminal  jurifdiftion  (and  their  numbers  were  con- 
fiderable)  who  were  interefted  in  the  maintenance  of  thefe  abufes 
which  the  aflembly  had  correfted,  were  filled  with  indignation 
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and  envy.  To  tliefe  were  added  moil:  of  the  men  Nvho  had  held 
military  commiflions  under  the  king's  authority.  Habituated  to 
the  exercife  of  command,  they  indignantly  beheld  the  fubverfion 
of  all  that  accufi:om.ed  obedience  and  fubordination  which  they 
had  been  taught  to  confider  as  eilential  to  tiie  fupport  of  govern- 
ment, and  offered  themielves  the  wiiliag  inftruments  of  the  go- 
vernor-general in  fubverting  the  new  fyftem. 

Such  were  the  perfbns  that  oppofed  themfelves  to  the  new 
order  of  things  in  the  colony,  when  the  Chevalier  Mauduit,  co- 
lonel of  the  regiment  of  Port  au.  Prince,  arrived  at  St.  Do- 
mingo. He  had  not  come  direftly  from  France,  but  circuitoufly 
by  way  of  Italy  j  and  at  Turin  had  taken  leave  of  the  Count 
d'Artois,  to  whofe  fortunes  he  was  ftrongly  attached.  He  was  a 
man  of  talents  ;  brave,  aftive,  and  enterprizing  ;  zealous  for  his 
party,  and  full  of  projefts  for  a  counter-revolution.  By  his  dexterity 
and  addrefs,  he  foon  acquired  an  afcendancy  over  the  feeble  and 
narrow  genius  of  Peynier,  and  governed  the  colony  in  his  name. 
His  penetration  eafily  made  him  difcover  that,  in  order  eiFe61:ually 
to  difturb  the  new  fettlement,  it  was  abfolutely  necelTary  to  pre- 
vent a  coalition  of  intereils  between  the  colonial  affembly,  and 
the  free  people  of  colour.  He  therefore  proclaimed  himfelf 
the  patron  and  prote6lor  of  the  mulattoes,  and  courted  them  on 
all  occafions,  with  fuch  affiduity  and  fuccefs,  as  gained  over  the 
whole  body.. 


It  feems  however  extremely  probable  that  the  peace  of  the 
country  would  have  been  preferved,  notwithftanding  the  machi- 
nations of  Peynier  and  Mauduit,  if  the  planters,  true  to  their 
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own  caufe,  had  remained  united  among  tiiemfelves.  But,  un- 
fortunately, the  provincial  afTemblv  of  the  North  was  induced, 
through  mifreprefentation  or  envy,  to  counteraCl,  bv  all  poinble 
means,  the  proceedings  of  tlie  general  afTembly  at  St.  Marc. 
Thus,  difcord  and  difTenfion  even-  \^-here  prevailed  ;  and  appear- 
ances feemed  to  indicate  an  approaching  civil  war,  even  before 
the  plan  for  the  new  conftitution  was  publiflied.  This  Vv-as 
contained  in  the  famous  decree  of  the  genei-al  colonial  af- 
fembly  of  the  28th  of  May;  a  decree,  w-hich  having  been  the 
fubjeft  of  much  anlmadverfion,  and  made  the  ofteniible  motive, 
on  the  part  of  the  executive  power,  for  commencino-  hoftili- 
ties,  it  is  proper  to  itate  it  at  large. 

It  confifted  of  ten  fundamental  pofitions,  which  are  preceded 
by  an  introductory  difcourfe  or  preamble  (as  ufual  in  the  French 
decrees)  wherein,  among  other  confiderations,  it  is  ftated,  as  an 
acknowledged  principle  in  the  French  conflitution,  that  the  right 
in  the  crow'n  to  confirm  the  ads  of  the  legiflature,  is  a  preroo-a- 
tive,  inherent  and  incommunicable :  of  courfe  that  it  cannot  be 
delegated  to  a  colonial  governor,  \\'hofe  authoritv  is  precarious 
and  fubordinate.  The  articles  are  then  fubjoined,  in  the  order 
and  words  following : 

"  I.  The  legiflative  authority,  in  every  thing  which  relates 
to  the  internal  concerns  of  the  colony  f regime  interieur)^  is 
vefted  in  the  afTembly  of  its  reprefentatives,  which  fhall  be  called 
the  Ge?ieral  Ajjembly  of  the  French  Part  of  St.  Domingo. 

"  2.  No  a61:  of  the  legiflative  body,  in  what  relates  to  tlie  in- 
ternal concerns  of  the  colony,  fhall  be  confidered  as  a  law  de~ 

fnitive 
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C  H^  A  P.  fnitive,  unlefs  it  be  made  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  French 
part  of  St.  Domiugo,  freely,  and  legally  chofen,  and  confirmed 
by  the  king.. 

"  3.  In  cafes  of  urgent  neceffity,  a  legiflative  decree  of  the  ge- 
neral affembly,  in  what  relates  to  the  internal  concerns  of  the 
colony,  fhali  be  confidered  as  a  latu  provijlonal.  In  all  fuch 
cafes,  the  decree  fliall  be  notified  forthwith  to  the  o-overnor-o-e- 
neralj  who,  within  ten  days  after  fuch  notification,  fhall  caufe 
it  to  be  publifhed  and  enforced,  or  tranfmit  to  the  general  affem- 
bly his  obfervations  thereon, 

"  4.  The  neceffity  of  the  cafe  on  which  the  execution  of  fuch 
provifional  decree  is  to  depend,  fnall  be  a  feparate  queflion,  and 
be  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of  the 
general  affembly ;  the  names  and  numbers  being  taken  down, 
(Prifes  par  Vappel  nominal.  J. 

"  5.  If  the  governor-general  fhall  fend  down  his  obfervations 
on  any  fuch  decree,,  the  fame  fliall  be  entered  in  the  journals- 
of  the  general  affembly,.  who  fhall  then  proceed  to  revife  the 
decree,  and  confider  the  obfervations  thereon  in  three  feveral  fit- 
tings. The  votes  for  confirming  or  annulling  the  decree  fhall 
be  given  in  the  words  l^es  or  No,  and  a  minute  of  the  proceed- 
ings fhall  be  figned  by  the  members  prefent,  in  which  fhall  be 
enumerated  the  votes  on  each  fide  of  the  queflion  ;  and  if  there 
appears  a  majority  of  two-thirds  for  confirming  the  decree,  it 
ihall  be  immediately  enforced  by  the  governor-general. 

"  6.  As 


SAINT      DOMINGO. 

"  6.  As  every  law  ought  to  be  founded  on  the  consent  of  thofe  CHAP, 
who  are  to  be  bound  by  it,  the  French  part  of  St.  Domhigo 
fhall  be  allowed  to  propofe  regulations  concerning  commercial 
arrangements,  and  the  fyftem  of  mutual  connedion  (rapports 
commerciaiix,  et  autres  rapports  commujis)^  and  the  decrees  which 
the  national  affembly  fliall  make  in  all  fuch  cafes  JlmU  not  be 
enforced  in  the  colony,  until  the  general  ajfembly  JJiall  have  confented 
thereto, 

"  7.  Incafesofpreffmgneceffity,  the  importation  of  articles 
for  the  fupport  of  the  inhabitants  lliall  not  be  confidered  as  any 
breach  in  the  fyftem  of  commercial  regulations  between  St. 
Domingo  and  France  ;  provided  that  the  decrees  to  be  made  in 
fuch  cafes  by  the  general  aiTembly,  fhall  be  fubmitted  to  the  re- 
vifion  of  the  governor-general,  under  the  fame  conditions  and 
modifications  as  are  prefcribed  in  articles  3  and  5. 

*'  8.  Provided  alfo,  that  every  kgiflative  ad  of  the  general  af- 
fembly,  executed  provifionally,  in  cafes  of  urgent  neceffity,  fhall 
be  tranfmitted  forthwith  for  the  royal  fanftion.  And  if  the 
king  fhall  refufe  his  confent  to  any  fuch  a61,  its  execution  fhall 
be  fufpended,  as  foon  as  the  king's  refufal  Ihall  be  legally  notified 
to  the  general  affembly. 

"  9.  A  new  general  affembly  fhall  be  chofen  every  two  years, 
and  none  of  the  members  who  have  ferved  in  the  former  af- 
fembly fhall  be  eligible  in  the  new  one. 

"  I  o.  The  general  affembly  decree  that  the  preceding  articles, 
as  forming  part  of  the  conflitution  of  the  French  colony  in  St. 

Domin2;o 
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C  H  A  P.    Domino-o,  fhall  be  imraediately  tranfmitted  to  France  for  the 

III  •  ' 

acceotance  of  the  national  ailembly,  and  the  king.     They  fliall 

likewife  be  tranfmitted  to  all  the  parifhes  and  diftrifts  of  the 

colon  V,  and  be  notified  to  the  governor-general." 


That  a  decree  of  fnch  comprehenfivenefs  and  magnitude 
fhould  have  excited  very  general  difquifition  in  the  colony,  and 
have  produced  mifreprefentation  and  clamour,  even  among  men 
of  very  oppofite  fentiments  and  tempers,,  is  no  way  furprifing. 
It  muft  he  allowed,  that  fome  of  the  articles  are  irreconcileable 
to  every  }uft  principle  of  colonial  fubordination.  The  refufing 
to  allow  a  negative  voice  to  the  reprefentative  of  the  king,  is 
repugnant  to  all  the  notions  which  an  Englifhman  is  taught  to 
entertain  of  a  monarchical  government,  however  limited :  and 
the  declaration  that  no  decree  of  the  national  affembly  concern- 
ino-  the  colony,  in  cafes  of  exterior  regulation,  fhould  be  in 
force  until  confirmed  by  the  colonial  affembly,  was  fuch  an  ex- 
travagant affjmption  of  imperial  authority,  in  a  fiibordinate  part 
of  the  French  empire,  as  I  believe  is  without  a  precedent. 

All  that  can  be  urged  in  extenuation,  feems  to  be  that  the 
circumftances  of  the  cafe  were  novel,  and  the  members  of  the 
colonial  affembly  unexperienced  in  the  bufinefs  of  legiflation. 
That  they  had  any  ferious  intention  of  declaring  the  colony  an 
independent  ffate,  in  imitation  of  the  Englifh  American  pro- 
vinces, it  is  impoffible  to  believe.  Neverthelefs,  the  decree 
was  no  fooner  promulgated,  than  this  notion  was  induftrioufly 
pro|>agated  by  their  enemies  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the 

other; 
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others  and  \^hen  this  report  failed  to  gain  belief,  it  was  pre- 
tended that  the  colonj  was  fold  to  the  Englifh,  and  that  the 
members    of  the   general   afTembly  had   received  and   divided        17^0. 
among  themfelves  40  miUions  of  livres  as  tfie  purchafe  money, 

Ip  recent  events  had  not  demonftrated  the  extreme  credulity 
and  jealous  temper  of  the  French  chara6ler,  it  Vv-ould  be  diffi- 
cult to  believe  that  charges,  thus  wild  and  unfupported,  could 
have  ^made  an  impreffion  on  the  minds  of  any  confiderabk 
number  of  the  people.  So  great  however  was  the  efFe6l  pro- 
duced by  them,  as  to  occafion  fome  of  the  Weftern  pariflies  to 
recal  their  deputies;  while  the  inhabitants  of  Cape  Francois 
took  meafures  ftill  more  deciiive:  they  renounced  obedience  to 
the  general  aiTembly,  and  prefented  a  memorial  to  the  governor, 
requefting  him  to  diiTolve  it  forthwith;  declaring  that  thev 
confidered  the  colony  as  loft,  unlefs  he  proceeded  with  the  ut- 
moft  vigour  and  promptitude  in  depriving  that  bodv  of  all 
manner  of  authoritv. 


M.  Peynier  received  this  addrefs  with  fecret  fatisfaclion. 
It  feemed  indeed  to  be  the  policy  of  both  parties  to  rejeft  all 
thoughts  of  compromife  by  negociation;  and  there  occurred  at 
this  jun6ture  a  circumftance  which  would  probably  have  ren- 
dered all  negociation  abortive,  had  it  been  attempted.  In  the 
harbour  of  Port  au  Prince  lay  a  fhip  of  the  line,  called  the 
Leopard,  commanded  by  JM.  Galiibniere.  This  officer,  co- 
operating in  the  views  of  Peynier  and  Mauduir,  made  a  fump- 
tuous  entertainment  tor  the  partizans  of  thofe  eentlemen;  and 
Vol.  III.  I  by 
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C  HA  P.  by  this,  or  fome  other  parts  of  his  condud,  gave  offence  to  his 
^^___.^l_j  failors.  Whether  thefe  men  had  felt  the  influence  of  corruptioii- 
1790-  (as  afferted  by  one  party)  or  were  adluated  folely  by  one  of 
thofe  unaccountable  freaks  to  which  feamen  are  particularly 
fubie61,  the  fad  certainly  is,  that  they  withdrew  their  obedience 
from  their  proper  officer,  and  declared  themfelves  to  be  in  the 
interefts  of  the  colonial  affembly !  Their  conduft  became  at 
length  fo  turbulent  and  feditious,  as  to  induce  M.  Galifoniere 
to  quit  the  fliip;  whereupon  the  crew  gave  the  command  to 
one  of  the_  lieutenants.  The  alTembly,  perceiving  the  advan- 
27th  July,  tages  to  be  derived  from  this  event,  immediately  tranfmitted  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  feamen  for  their  patriotick  condutl,  and 
required  them,  in  the  name  of  the  law  and  the  king,  to  detain 
the  fhip  in  the  road,  and  await  their  further  orders.  The 
failors,  gratified  with  this  acknowledgment,,  promifed  obedi- 
ence, and  affixed  the  vote  of  thanks  on  the  mainmaf}-  of  the 
fhip.  Some  partizans  of  the  afTembly,  about  the  fame  time, 
took  poiTefiion  of  a  powder  magazine  at  Leogane. 

A  CIVIL  war  feem.ed  now  to  be  inevitable.  Two  days  after 
the  vote  of  thanks  had  been  tranfmitted  from  St.  Marc's  to  the 
crew  of  the  Leopard,  M.  Peynier  ilTued  a  proclamation  to  dif- 
folve  the  general  afrembly.  He  charged  the  members  with  en- 
tertaining projecls  of  independency,,  and  afferted  that  they  had. 
treacheroufly  pofTeffed  themielves  of  one  of  the  king's  fhips  by 
corrupting  the  crew.  Lie  pronounced  the  members,  and  all 
their  adherents,  traitors  to  their  country,  and  enemies  to  the 
nation  and  the  king:,  declaring  that  it  was  his  intention  to  em- 
9  ploy 
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ploy  all  the  force  he  could  ccilecl  to  defeat  their  projecls,  and   C  H  A  P. 
bring  them  to  condign  pmiifliment;  and  he  called  on  all  officers, 
civil  and  military,  for  their  co-operation  and  fupport. 


His  iirfl"  proceedings  were  directed  againft  the  committee  of 
the  Weilern  provincial  affem-bly. — This  body  held  its  meetings 
at  Port  au  Prince,  and  in  the  exercife  of  its  fabordinate  fanc- 
tions,  during  the  intermiffion  of  that  afTem.blv,  had  manifsfced 
fuch  zealous  attachment  to  the  general  aiTembly  at  St.  IMarc, 
as  expofed  its  members  to  the  refentment  of  the  governor  and 
his  party.  It  was  determined  therefore,  at  a  council  held  the 
fame  day,  to  arreft  their  perfons  the  following  night,  and  M. 
Mauduit  undertook  to  conduct  the  enterprize.  Having  been- 
informed  that  this  committee  held  confultations  at  midnight, 
he  felected  about  one  hundred  of  his  foldiers,  and  formed  a 
fcheme  to  ieize  the  members  at  their  place  of  meeting.  On 
arriving  howe-ver  at  the  houfe,  he  found  it  protected  by  four 
hundred  of  the  national  guards  fgj.  A  fjcirmiih  enfjed^  but 
the  circumftances  attending  it  are  fo  varioufly  related,  that  no 
l^recife  account  can  be  given  of  the  particulars;  nor  is  it  afcer- 
tained  which  party  gave  the  firfl:  fire.  Nothing  further  is  cer- 
tainly knovs-n,  than  that  two  men  were  killed  on  the  part  of 
-the  aflembly, — that  fe^-eral  were  wounded  on  Ijoth  iides,  and 
that  M.  Mauduit  returned  without  efFeding  anv  purpofe  but 
that  of  feizing,    and   bearing  away   in   triumph,  the   national 

(gj  The  troops  in  St.  Domingo,  called  ibe  National  Guards,  were  orio-inallv 
nothing  more  than  the  colonial  Militia.  They  were  new  organized  in  1789,  on  tha 
model  of  the  national  guards  in  the  mother-country,  and  bore  th?  (zmz  colours,  and 
affumed  the  fame  name. 
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P'    colours; — a  circumflance  which  afterwards  (as  will  be  feen  in 
the  fequel)  cofl  him  his  life. 

The  general  aflembly,  on  receiving  intelligence  of  this  at- 
tack, and  of  the  formidable  preparations-  that  were  making  for 
direfting  hoftilities  againft  themfelves,  furaraoned  the  peoplcy 
from  all  parts  of  the  colony,  to  haflen,  properly  arm.ed,  to  pro- 
te6t  their  reprefentatives;  and  mofi:  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
neighbouring  parishes  obeyed  the  fummons.  The  fhip  Leopard 
was  brought  from  Port  au  Prince  to  St.  Marc's  for  the  fame 
purpofe.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Northern  provincial  afiembly 
joined  the  party  of  the  governor,  and  fent  to  his  afliftance  a 
detachment  from  the  regular  troops  in  that  quarter,  which  was 
joined  by  a  body  of  two  hundred  people  of  colour.  A  much 
greater  force  was  collefted  at  the  fame  time  in  the  Weftern  pro- 
vince by  M.  Mauduit,  and  the  preparations  on  both  fides 
threatened  an  obftinate  and  bloody  conflict ;  when,  by  one  of 
thofe  wonderful  eccentricities  in  the  human  mind  which  are 
feldom  difplayed  except  in  times  of  publick  commotion,  a  ftop 
was  put  to  the  immediate  fhedding  of  blood,-  by  the^  fudden  and 
unexpeded  determination  of  the  general  affembly  to  undertake 
a  voyage  to  France,  and  juftify  their  conduct  to  the.  king  and 
the  national  affembly  in  perfon.  Their  motives  were  thought 
the  more  laudable,  as  great  part  .of  the  Wefrern  and  Southern 
provinces  gave  a  decided  approbation  ,  of :  their  conducl,  and 
armed  in  a  very  ihort  time  two  thoufand  men  in  theli'  defence; 
which  were  in  full  miarch  for  Port  au  Prince.  Their  reiblution 
however  was  fixed,  and  accordingly,,  of  about  one  hundred 
members,  to  which  the, colonial  affembly  was  reduced  by  fick- 

nefs 


SAINT       DO  MINGO. 

nefs  and  uefertion,  no  lefs  than  eighty-five  (of  whom  fixty-four 
were  fathers  of  famihes)  a61iiaily  embarked  on  board  the  Leo- 
pard, and  on  the  8th  of  Augvift,  took  their  departure  for  Eu- 
rope:— a  proceeding  which  created  as  much  furprize  in  the  go- 
vernor and  his  party,  as  admiration  and  applaufe  among  the 
people  at  large.  Perfons  of  all  ranks  accompanied  the  members 
to  the  place  of  embarkation,  pouring  forth  prayers  for  their 
fuccefs,  and  fhedding  tears  of  fenfibility  and  affe61ion  for  a  con- 
duft  which  was  very  generally  confidered  as  noble  a  proof  of  felf- 
denial,  and  as  lignal  an  inftance  of  heroick  virtue  and  chriflian 
forbearance  as  any  age  has  exhibited.  A  momentary  calm  fol- 
lowed this  event: — the  parties  in. arms  appeared  mutually  dif- 
pofed  to  fubmit  their  differences  to  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of 
the  king  and  the  national  aflembly,  and  M.  Peynier  refumed, 
though  W'ith  a  trembling  hand,  the  reins  of  government. 


Such  was  the  ifTue  of  the  firfl:  attempt  to  eftabhlli  a  free 
Gonftitution  in  the  French  part  of  St.  Domingo,  on  the  fvftem 
of  a  limited  monarchy;  and  it  affords  occafion  for  fome  import- 
ant refleftions.  That  the  general  colonial  affembly,  in  their 
decree  of  tiie  28th  of  May,  exceeded  the  proper  boundary  of 
their  conftitutional  functions,  has  been  frankly  admitted.  This 
irregularitv,  however,  mieht  have  been  correcled  without 
bloodfhed  or  violence;  but  there  is  this  misfortune  attending 
every  deviation  from  the  rule  of  right,  that,  in  the  conflitl  of 
contending  fa6fions,  the  exceffes  of  one  party  are  ever  conlidered 
as  the  fuUefl  juftification  for  the  outrages  of  the  other.  For 
fome  parts  of  their  condu6f:  an  apology  may  be  offered.     The 

meafure 
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meafure  of  fecuring  to  their  interefls  the  crew  of  the  Leopard, 
and  the  feizure  of  the  magazine  at  Leogane,  may  be  vindicated 
on  the  plea  of  felf-defence.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  M. 
Peynier  had  long  meditated  how  beft  to  reftore  the  ancient 
defpotick  fyfrem,  and  that,  jointly  with  M.  Mauduit  and  others, 
he  had  made  preparations  for  thatpurpofe.  He  had  written  to 
M.  Luzerne,  the  minifter  in  France,  that  he  never  intended  to 
fufFer  the  colonial  affembly  to  meet;  and  let  it  be  told  in  this 
place,  in  juftice  to  the  French  minifrry,  that  the  anfwer  which 
he  received  contained  a  tacit  difapprobation  of  his  meafures;  for 
M.  Luzerne  recommended  moderate  and  conciliatory  councils. 
The  governor  proceeded  notwithftanding  in  the  fame  career, 
and  diftruftful  perhaps  of  the  fidelity  of  the  French  foldiers,  he 
made  application  (as  appeared  afterward)  to  the  governor  of  the 
Havannah  for  a  reinforcement  of  Spanifh  troops  from  Cuba. 
It  is  evident  therefore  that  he  concurred  entirely  in  the  plans  of 
Mauduit  for  effe6luating  a  counter-revolution;  and  hence  it  is 
reafonable  to  conclude,,  that  the  difcord  and  diflruft  which  pre- 
vailed among  the  inhabitants;  and  above  all,  the  fatal  difTentions 
that  alienated  the  provincial  affembly  of  the  North,  from  the  o-e- 
neral  affembly  at  St.  Marc!«,  were  induftrioully  fomented  and 
encouraged  by  M.  Peynier  and  his  adherents.  Concerning  the 
members  of  the  colonial  affembly,  their  prompt  and  decifive 
determination  to  repair  to  France,  and  furrender  their  perfons 
to  the  fupreme  government,  obviates  all  impeachment  of  their 
loyalty.  Their  attachment  to  the  mother-country  was  indeed 
fecured  by  too  many  ties  of  intereft  and  felf-prefervation  to  be 
.doubted. 
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Of  their  reception  by  the  national  affembly,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings adopted  in  confequence  of  their  arrival  in  Europe,  I 
ihall  hereafter  have  occafion  to  fpeak.  A  paufe  in  this  place 
feems  requifite  ; — for  I  have  now  to  introduce  to  the  reader  the 
mournful  hiftory  of  an  unfortunate  individual,  over  whofe  fad 
fate  (however  we  may  condemn  his  rafh  and  ill-concerted  en- 
terprize) 

"  One  human  tear  may  drop,  and  be  forgiven  !" 
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Rebellion  and  Defeat  of  James  Oge,  a  free  Alan  of  Colour. 

ROM  the  firft  meeting  of  the  general  affembly  of  St. 
Domingo,  to  its  dilTolution  and  difperiion,  as  related  in  the 
preceding  chapters,  the  coloured  people  refident  within  the  co- 
lony remained  on  the  whole  more  peaceable  and  orderly  than 
might  have  been  expe6led.  The  temperate  and  lenient  difJDO- 
lition  manifefted  by  the  aflembly  towards  them,  produced  a  be- 
neficial and  decifive  effe61  in  the  Weftern  and  Southern  pro- 
vinces, and  although  300  of  them  from  thefe  provinces,  had 
been  perfuaded  by  M.  Mauduit  to  join  the  force  under  his  com- 
mand, they  -very  foon  became  fenfible  of  their  error,  and,  in- 
ftead  of  marching  towards  St.  Marc,  as  Mauduit  propofed,  they 
demanded  and  obtained  their  difmiffion,  and  returned  quietly  to 
their  refpeilive  habitations.  Such  of  the  mulatto  people  how- 
eyer  as  refided  at  that  jun6lure  in  the  mother-country,  con- 
tinued in  a  far  more  hoftile  dilpofition;  and  they  were  en- 
couraged in  their  animofity  towards  the  white  colonifts  by 
parties  of  very  different  delcriptions.  The  colonial  decree  of 
the  28th  of  May,  1790,  was  no  fooner  made  known  in  France, 
than  it  excited  univerfal  clamour.  Many  perfons  who  con- 
curred in  nothing  elfe,  united  their  voices  in  reprobating  the 
condu6l  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo.  The  adherents  of 
■the   ancient  government   were  joined    on  this  occafion  by  the 

partizans 
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partizans  of  democracy  and  republicanifm.  To  the  latter,  the 
conftitution  of  1789  was  even  more  odious  than  the  old  tyrannv; 
and  thefe  men,  with  the  deepeft  and  darkeft  defigns,  poffeiTed 
all  that  union,  firmnefs,  and  perleverance,  which  were  neceilary 
to  their  purpofes;  and  which,  as  the  world  has  beheld,  have 
fince  rendered  them  irrefiilible.  Thefe  two  factious  hoped  to 
obtain  very  different  ends,  by  the  fame  means;  and  there  was 
another  party  who  exerted  themfelves  with  equal  afiiduitv  in 
promoting  publick  confufon:  thefe  were  the  difcordant  clafs  of 
i]3eciilative  reformers,  whom  it  was  impoffible  to  reconcile  to 
the  new  government,  becauie  every  man  among  them  had  pro- 
bably formed  a  favourite  fvftem  in  his  own  imagination  which 
he  was  eager  to  recom.mend  to  others.  I  do  net  confider  the 
philanthropick  fociety,  called  Amis  des  Noirs,  as  another  difcinct 
body,  becaufe  it  appears  to  me  that  they  were-prettv  equally 
divided  between  the  democratick  party,  and  the  clafs  laft  men- 
tioned. Strengthened  by  fuch  auxiliaries,  it  is  not  fjrprizing 
that  the  efforts  of  this  fociety  fhould  have  operated  powerfully 
on  the  minds  of  thofe  who  w^ere  taught  to  confider  their  perfonal 
wrongs  as  the  caufe  of  the  nation,  and  have  driven  fome  of 

them  into  the  wildeft  exceffes  of  fanaticifm  and  furv. 

J. 

Among  fuch  of  thefe  unfortunate  people  refident  in  France 
as  were  thus  inflamed  into  m.adnefs,  \vas  a  young  man  under 
thirty  years  of  age,  named  James  Oge:  he  was  born  in  St. 
Domingo,  of  a  miulatto  woman  who  flill  poifeifed  a  coffee 
plantation  in  the  Northern  province,  about  thirty  miles  from 
Cape  Francois,  whereon  iTie  lived  very  creditably,  and  found 
means  out  of  its  profits  to  educate  her  fon  at  Paris,  and  even  to 
Vol.  IIL  K  fupporti 


HISTORICAL     SURVEY    OF 

CHAP,  fupport  him  there  in  fome  degree  of  affluence,  after  he  had  ob- 
tained the  age  of  manhood.  His  reputed  father,  a  white  plan- 
ter of  fome  account,  had  been  dead  feveral  years. 

Oge  had  been  introduced  to  the  meetings  of  the  ^mis  des 
Noirs,  under  the  patronage  of  Gregoire,  BrifiTot  fhj.  La  Fay- 
ette, and  Robefpierre  fij,  the  leading  members  of  that  fociety; 
and  was  by  them  initiated  into  the  popular  doctrine  o(  equality ^ 
and  the  rights  of  man.  Here  it  v/as  that  he  firfl:  learnt  the  mi- 
feries  of  his  condition;  the  cruel  wrongs  and  contumelies  to 
which  he  and  all  his  mulatto  brethren  were  expofed  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  the  monftrous  injuftice  and  abfurdity  of  that  pre- 
judice, "  which,  (faid  Gregoire)  eftimating  a  man's  merit  by 
*'  the  colour  of  his  (kin,  has  placed  at  an  immenfe  diftance  from 
"  each  other  the  children  of  the  fame  parent;  a  prejudice  which 
"  ftifles  the  voice  of  nature,  and  breaks  the  bands  of  fraternity 
"  afunder."  ' 

That  thefe  are  great  evils  muft  be  frankly  admitted,  and  it 
would  have  been  fortunate  if  fuch  men  as  BrilTot  and  Gregoire, 
inftead  of  bewailing  their  exiftence  and  magnifying  their  ex- 
tent, had  applied  their  talents  in  confidering  of  the  beft  pra61:i- 
cable  means  of  redreffing  them. 

But  thefe  perfons  had  other  objeds  in  view: — their  aim,  as 
I  have  (hewn,  was   not  to   reform,  but   to  deftroy;  to   excite 
convulfions  in  every  part  of  the  French  empire;  and  the  ill- 
fated 

(h)  Guillotined  31  Odober,   1793. 
(i)  Guillotined  28  July,  1794. 
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fated  Oge  became  the  tool,  and  was  afterwards  the  viftimj  of  C  H  A  P. 
their  guilty  ambition. 

He  had  been  led  to  believe,  that  the  whole  body  of  coloured 
people  in  the  French  iflands  were  prepared  to  rife  up  as  one 
man  againft  their  opprefTors;  that  nothing  but  a  difcreet  leader 
was  wanting,  to  fet  them  into  action;  and,  fondly  conceiving 
that  he  poffelTed  in  his  own  perfon  all  the  qualities  of  an  able 
genera],  he  determined  to  proceed  to  St.  Domingo  by  the  firfl 
opportunity.  To  cherifti  the  conceit  of  his  own  importance, 
and  animate  his  exertions,  the  fociety  procured  him  the  rank 
of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army  of  one  of  the  German 
eledlors. 

As  it  was  found  difficult  to  export  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
arms  and  ammunition  from  France,  without  attracting  the 
notice  of  the  government,  and  awakening  fufpicion  among  the 
planters  reiident  in  the  mother-country,  the  fociety  refolved  to 
procure  thofe  articles  in  North  America,  and  it  was  recom- 
mended to  Oge  to  make  a  circuitous  voyage  for  that  purpofe. 
Accordingly,  being  furnifhed  with  money  and  letters  of  credit, 
he  embarked  for  New  England  in  the  month  of  July  1790. 


But,  notYv/ithftanding  the  caution  that  was  obferved  in  this 
inftance,  the  whole  projeft  was  publickly  known  at  Paris  pre- 
vious to  Oge's  embarkation ;  and  notice  of  the  fcheme,  and 
even  a  portrait  of  Oge  himfelf,  were  tranfmitted  to  St.  Do- 
mingo, long  before  his  arrival  in  that  ifland.  He  fecretly 
landed  there,    from  an  American  floop,    on  the  12th  of  06i:o- 
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^  ^v^  ^'  ^^^'  ^79°'  ^^^^  found  means  to  convey  undiicovered  the  arms 
and  ammunition  which  he  had  purchafed,  to  the  place  which 
his  brother  had  prepared  for  their  reception. 

The  iirft  notice  which  the  white  inhabitants  received  of 
Oge's  arrival,  was  from  himfelf.  He  difpatched  a  letter  to  the 
governor  (Pejnier)  wherein,  after  reproaching  the  governor 
and  his  predecefTors  with  the  non-execution  of  the  Code  Noir, 
he  demands,  in  very  imperious  terms,  that  the  provifions  of 
that  celebrated  flatute  fhould  be  enforced  throughout  the  colony; 
he  requires  that  the  privileges  enjoyed  by  one  clafs  of  inhabitants 
(the  whites)  fliould  be  extended  to  ail  perfons  without  diftinc- 
tion:  declares  himfelf  the  protedor  of  the  mulattoes,  and  an- 
nounces his  intention  of  taking  up  arms  in  their  behalf,  unlefs 
their  wron2;s  fliould  be  redreifed. 


About  fix  weeks  had  intervened  between  the  landing  of 
Oge,  and  the  publication  of  this  mandate;  in  all  which  time 
he  and  his  two  brothers  had  exerted  themfelves  to  the  utmoft  in 
{[Dreading  diiafi^e61ion,  and  exciting  revolt  among  the  mulattoes. 
AfTurances  were  held  forth,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
mother-country  were  dlf[3ofed  to  affifl  them  in  the  recovery  of 
their  rights,  and  it  was  added,  that  the  king  himfelf  was  fa- 
vourably inclined  to  their  caufe.  Promifes  were  diftributed  to 
fome,  and  money  to  others.  But,  notwithftandino-  all  thefe  ef- 
forts, and  that  the  temper  of  the  times  was  favourable  to  his  views, 
Oge  was  not  able  to  allure  to  his  ftandard  above  200  followers; 
and  of  thefe,  the  major  part  were  raw  and  ignorant  youths,  unufed 
to  difciplinC;  and  averfe  to  all  manner  of  fubordination  and  order. 

H£ 
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r-lE  eflablifhed  his  camp  at  a  place  called  Gramie  Riviere,  C  H^  A  P 
about  fifteen  miles  from  Cape  Francois,  and  appointed  his  two 
brothers,  together  with  one  Mark  Chavane,  his  lieutenants. 
Chavane  was  fierce,  intrepid,  aftive,  and  enterprizing;  prone 
to  mifchief,  and  thirfty  for  vengeance.  Oge  himfelf,  \vith  all 
his  enthufiafm,  was  naturally  mild  and  humane:  he  cautioned 
his  followers  againfl:  the  ihedding  innocent  blood;  but  little  re- 
gard was  paid  to  his  wiflies  in  this  refpea:  the  firft  white  man 
that  fell  in  their  way  they  murdered  on  the  fpot:  a  fecond,  of 
the  name  of  Sicard,  met  the  fame  fate ;  and  it  is  related,  that 
their  cruelty  towards  fuch  perfons  of  their  own  complexion  as 
refufed  to  join  in  the  revolt  was  extreme.  A  mulatto  man  of 
fome  property  being  urged  to  follow  them,  pointed  to  his  wife 
and  fix  children,  affigning  the  largenefs  of  his  family  as  a  motive 
for  wishing  to  remain  quiet.  This  condua  was  confidered  as 
contumacious,  and  it  is  afferted,  that  not  only  the  man  himfelf, 
but  the  whole  of  his  family,  were  maifacred  without  mercy. 

Intelligence  was  no  fooner  received  at  the  town  of  Cape 
Francois  of  thefe  enormities,  than  the  inhabitants  proceeded, 
with  the  utmoft  vigour  and  unanimity,  to  adopt  meafures  for 
ilippreffing  the  revolt.  A  body  of  regular  troops,  and  the 
Cape  regiment  of  militia,  were  forthwith  diipatched  for  that 
purpofe.  They  foon  inverted  the  camp  of  the  revolters,  who 
made  lefs  refinance  than  might  have  been  expeded  from  men 
in  their  defperate  circumftances.  The  rout  becam.e  general; 
many  of  them  were  killed,  and  about  fixty  made  prifoners; 
the  reft  difperfed  themfelves  in  the  mountains.  Oge  himleU; 
one  of  his  brothers,  and  Chavane  his  affociate,  took  refuge  in 
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P.    the  Spanilli  territories.     Of  Oge's  other  brother  no  intelligence 
was  ever  afterwards  obtained. 

After  this  unfuccefsful  attempt  of  Oge,  and  his  efcape  from 
jullice,  the  difpofition  of  the  white  inhabitants  in  general  to- 
wards the  mulattoes,  was  fnarpened  into  great  animofity.  The 
lower  clalTes  in  particular,  (thofe  whom  the  coloured  people 
call  les  petlts  hlancs)  breathed  nothing  but  vengeance  againfl: 
them;  and  very  fcrious  apprehenfions  were  entertained,  in  all 
parts  of  the  colony,  of  a  profcription  and  maffacre  of  the  whole 
body. 

Alakmed  by  reports  of  this  kind,  and  the  appearances 
which  threatened  them  from  all  quarters,  the  mullatoes  flew  to 
arms  in  many  places.  They  formed  camps  at  Artibonite, 
Petit  Goaves,  Jeremie,  and  Les  Cayes.  But  the  largeft  and 
rnoft  formidable  body  afTembled  near  the  little  town  of  Verette, 
The  white  inhabitants  collefted  themfelves  in  confiderable 
force  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  Colonel  Mauduit,  with  a 
corps  of  two  hundred  men  from  the  regiment  of  Port  au  Prince, 
haflened  to  their  afuftance;  but  neither  party  proceeded  to 
aftual  hoftility.  Pvl.  Mauduit  even  left  his  detachment  at  the 
port  of  St.  Marc,  thirty-fix  miles  from  Verette,  and  proceedino- 
lingly  and  unattended  to  the  camp  of  the  mulattoes,  had  a  con- 
ference with  their  leaders.  What  palled  on  that  occafion  was 
never  pubiickly  divulged.  It  is  certain,  that  the  mulattoes  re- 
tired to  their  habitations  in  confequence  of  it;  but  the  filence 
and  fecrecy  of  M.  Mauduit,  and  his  influence  over  them,  gave 
occafion  to  very  unfavourable  fufpicions,  by  no  means  tendino-  to 
5  conciliate 


SAINT       D  O  r>I  I  N  G  O. 

conciliate  the  difterent  claffes  of  the  Inhabitants  to  each  other. 
He  was  charged  with  having  traiteroully  perluaded  them  not  to 
defift  from  their  purpofe,  but  only  to  poftpone  their  vengeance 
to  a  more  favourable  opportunity ;  affuring  them,  with  the  uJ> 
moft  folemnity  and  apparent  iincerity,  that  the  king  himfelf, 
and  all  the  friends  of  the  ancient  government,  were  fecretly  at- 
tached to  their  caufe,  and  would  avow  and  lupport  it  whenever 
thev  could  do  it  with  advantage;  and  that  the  time  was  not  far 
diftant,  &c.  He  is  faid  to  have  purfaed  the  fame  line  of  con- 
dua  at  Jeremie,  Les  Caves,  and  all  the  places  which  he  vifited. 
Every  where  he  held  fecret  confultations  with  the  chiefs  of  the 
mulattoes,  and  thofe  people  every  where  immediately  difperfed. 
At  Les.  Caves,  a  Ikirmiih  had  happened  before  his  arrival  there, 
in  which  about  fifty  perfons  on  both  fides  had  loft  tlieir  lives, 
and  preparations  were  making  to  renew  hoftilities.  i  he  per- 
fuafions  of  M.  Mauduit  effected  a  truce;  but  Rigaud,  the  leader 
of  the  mulattoes  in  that  quarter,  openly  declared  that  it  was  a 
tranfient  and  deceitful  calm,  and  that  no  peace  would  be  per- 
manent, until  one  clals  of  people  had  exterminated  the  other. 

In  November  1790,  M.  Peynier  refigned  the  government  to 
the  lieutenant-general,  and  embarked  for  Europe;— a  circum- 
flance  which  proved  highly  pleafing  to  the  major  part  of  the 
planters:— and  the  firft  meafure  of  M.  Blanchelande  (k),  the 
new  commander  in  chief,  was  confidered  as  the  earnefl  of  a  de- 
cifive  and  vigorous  adminiftration.  He  made  a  peremptory  de- 
mand of  Oge  and  his  affociates  from  the  Spaniards;  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  enforced,  induced  an  immediate  com- 
pliance 

(?)   Guillotined  at  Paris,   1793. 


1:90. 


179'^- 


HISTORICAL     SURVEY     OF 

pliaiice  therewith.  The  wretched  Oge  and  his  companions  iti 
milery,  were  dehvered  over,  the  latter  end  of  Decemher,  to  a 
detachment  of  French  troops,  and  Mcly  lodged  in  the  jail  of 
Cape  Francois,  with  the  prifoners  formerly  taken:  and  a  com- 
miffion  was  foon  afterwards  iffued  to  bring  them  to  tj-ial. 


1791. 


Their  examinations  were  long  and  frequent;  and  in  the  be- 
ginning of  March  1791,  fentence  was  pronounced.  Twenty 
of  Oge's  deluded  followers,  among  them  his  own  brother,,  were 
condemned  to  be  hanged.  To  Oge  himfelf,  and  his  lieutenant 
Chavane,  a  more  terrible  punifliment  was  allotted: — they  were 
adjudged  to  be  broken  alive,  and  left  to  perifli  in  that  dreadful 
fituation,  on  the  wheel. 


The  bold  and  hardened  Chavane  met  his  fate  with  unufual 
£rmnefs,  and  fufFered  not  a  groan  to  efcape  him  during  the 
extremity  of  his  torture:  but  the  fortitude  of  Oge  deferted  him 
altogether.  When  fentence  was  pronounced,  he  implored  mercy 
with  many  tears,  and  an  abjeft  fpirit.  He  promife^  to  make 
great  difcoveries  if  his  life  was  fpared,  declaring  that  he  had  an 
important  fecret  to  communicate.  A  reipite  of  twenty-four 
hours  was  accordingly  granted;  but  it  was  not  made  known  to 
the  publick,  at  that  time,  that  he  divulged  any  thing  of  im- 
portance. His  fecret,  if  any  he  had,  was  believed  to  have  died 
with  him. 


It  was  difcovered,  however,  about  nine  months  afterward, 
that  this  mofl  unfortunate  young  man  had  not  only  made  a  full 
confefiion  of  the  fads  that  I  have  related,  but  alfo  difclofed  the 

dreadful 


S  A 


V    T- 


DOMINGO. 


-dreadful  plot  in  agitaticu,  ancl  the  miisries  at  that  moment  Im- 
pending over  the  colcny.  His  laft  folemn  declarations  and 
dying  confeffion,  fworn  to  and  ligned  by  himfelf  the  day  before 
his  execution,  were  aftually  produced;  wherein  he  details  at 
large  the  meafures  which  the  coloured  people  had  fallen  upon 
to  excite  the  negro  flaves  to  rife  into  rebellion.  He  points  out 
the  chiefs  by  name,  and  relates  that,  notwithftandhig  his  ov/n 
defeat,  a  general  revolt  would  a61ually  have  taken  place  in  the 
month  of  February  preceding,  if  an  extraordinary  flood  of  rain, 
end  confequent  inundation  from  the  rivers,  had  not  prevented  it. 
He  declares  that  the  ringleaders  fiill  maintained  the  fam.e  atro- 
cious pro;e.5]:,  and  held  their  meetings  in  certain  fubterranean 
pafTages,  or  ca^-es,  in  the  parifli  of  La  Grande  Riviere,  to 
which  he  offers,  if  his  life  might  be  IjDared,  to  conduct  a  body 
■of  troops,  fo  that  the  confpirators  might  be  fecured. 
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The  perfons  before  whom  this  confefiion  and  narrative  were 
made,  were  the  commifiioners  appointed  for  the  purpofe  of 
taking  Oge's  examination,  by  the  fuperior  council  of  the 
.Northern  province,  of  which  body  they  were  alfo  members  (I). 
Whether  this  court  (all  the  members  of  which  were  devotedly 
attached  to  the  ancient  fjftem)  determined  of  itfelf  to  fupprefs 
■-evidence  of'fuch  great  concern  to  the  colony,  or  ^^'as  direcled 
on  this  occafion  by  the  iuperior  officers  in  the  adminiflration 
of  the  government,  has  never  been  clearly  made  known. 
SupprefTed  it  certainly  was,  and  the  mnferable  Oge  hurried  lo 


(/)    Their   names   were   Antoins   Etienns   Ructte,    sni   Francois   Jofeph   it 
Vertierres. 
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P.   immediate  execution;  feemingly  to  prevent  the  further  con:i= 
^   munication,  and  full  dllclofure  of  fo  weighty  a  fecretl 
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Chrtstian  charity  might  lead  us  to  fuppofe  that  the  com- 
roiflioners  by  whom  Oge''s  examination  was  taken,  difiegarded 
and  ne«^le(5^ed- (rather  than  fupprelTed)  his  information;  coii- 
iiderincr-it  merelv  as  the  ihallow  artifice  of  a  miferable  man  to 
obtain  a  mitigation  of  the  dreadful  punifliment  which  awaited 
him,  and'  utterly  unworthy  of  credit.  It  does  not  appear, 
however,  that  the  commiffioners  made  this  excufe  for  them- 
felves;-  and  the  caution,  circumfpe6lion,  and  fecrecy  which 
marked  their  condu6l,  Ifeave  no  room  for  fuch  a  fuppofitionj 
The  planters  at  large  ferupled  not  to  declare,-  that  the  royalifls 
in  the  colony,  and  the  philanthropick  and  republican  party  in 
the  mother-country,  were  equally  criminal;  and  themfelves 
made  vidims  to  the  blind  purpofes,  and  unwarrantable  paffions, 
of  two  defperate  and  malignant.  faQions.. 

Of  men  who  openly  and  avowedly  aimed  at  the  fubverfioa 
of  all  good  order  and  fubordination,  we  may  eafily  credit  the 
worft;  but  it  will  be  difficult  to  point  out  any  principle  of 
rational  policy  by  which  the  royalifts  could  have  been  iv^ 
fiuenced  to  concur  in  the  ruin  of  fo  noble  and  beautiful  a  part 
of  the  French  empire.  Their  conduft  therefore  remains 
wholly  inexplicable,  or  we  muft  admit  the)-  were  guided  by 
a  fpirit  of  Machiavelian  pohcy — a  principle  of  refined  cunning, 
which  always  defeats  its  own  purpofe.  They  muft  have  en- 
couraged the  vain  and  fallacious  idea  that  fcenes  of  bloodfhed, 
devaft'ation,    and    ruin,    in  different  parts  of  the  French  do- 

miniori?5 
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minions,    u'ould  induce  the  great  body  of  the  people  to  look    CHAP, 
iback  with  regret  to  their  former  government,  and  lead  them    ,_  _  '  _, 
by  degrees  to  co-operate  in  the  fcheme  of  eftefting  a  counter-        ^79^= 
revolution;    regarding   the  evils   of  anarchy,  as   lefs   tolerable 
than  the  dead  repofe  of  defpotifm.     If  fuch  were  their  motives, 
we  can  only  afcribe  them  to  that  infatuation  with  which  Pro- 
vidence   (as   wife  men   have    obfer\'ed,    and   hiflory   evinces) 
H'mds  a  people  devoted  to  deJiruSiion, 
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Proceedings    in    France — Mojfacre    of  Colonel   Maudnit   in   St. 
■     Domingo — and  fatal  Decree  of  the  National  AJJembly  of  the 
i^th  May  i'/<)i. 

T  N  detailing  the  tragical  ftory  of  the  miferable  Oge,  I  have 
chofen  to  continue  my  narrative  unbroken:  but  it  is  now 
time  to  call  the  reader  homewards,  and  dire61  his  attention  to 
the  meaihres  adopted  by  the  national  aiTembly,  in  confequence 
of  advices  received  from  all  parts  of  St.  Domingo,  concerning 
the  proceedings  of  the  colonial  aflembly  which  met  at  St. 
Marc's. 


The  eighty-five  members,  whofe  embarkation  for  France 
has  already  been  noticed,  arrived  at  Breft  on  the  13th  of  Sep- 
tember 1790.  They  were  received  on  landing  by  all  ranks  of 
people,  and  even  by  men  in  authority,  with  congratulation  and 
fliouts  of  applaufe.  The  fame  honours  were  fhewn  to  them  as 
would  have  been  paid  to  the  national  aiTembly.  Their  expences 
were  defrayed,  and  iums  of  money  raifed  for  their  future  oc- 
caiions  by  a  voluntary  and  \ery  general  fubfcription ;  but  theie 
teflimonies  of  refpecl  and  kindnefs  ferved  only  to  encreafe  the 
difappointm.ent  whicli  they  foon  afterwards  experienced  in  the 
capital;  where  a  very  diirerent  reception  av>'aited  them.  They 
had.  the  mortification  to  dlfcover  that  their  enemies  had  been 
beforehand  with  them.  Deputies  were  already,  arrived  from 
9  the 
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the  provincial  aiTembly  of  the  North,  who  joining  with  the  C  HA  P. 
ao-ents  of  Peynier  and  ]Mauduit,  had  fo  effectually  prevailed 
with  M.  Barnave  (m)^  the  prelident  of  the  committee  for  the 
colonies,  that  they  found  their  caufe  prejudged,  and  their  conduct 
condemned,  without  a  hearing.  The  national  affembly  had  iffued 
a  peremptory  order,  on  the  21ft  of  September,  direfting  them 
to  attend  at  Paris,  and  wait  there  for  farther  directions.  Their 
prompt  obedience  to  this  order  procured  them  no  favour.  They 
Vv-ere  allowed  a  fmgle  audience  only,  and  then  indignantly  dii- 
miffed  from  the  bar.  They  folicited  a  fecond,  and  an  oppor- 
tunity of  being  confronted  with  their  adverfaries :  the  national 
affembly  refufed  their  requefr,  and  directed  the  colonial  com- 
mittee to  haften  its  report  concerning  their  conduct.  On  the 
nth  of  October,  this  report  was  prefented  by  JNI.  Barnave.  It 
comprehended  a  detail  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  colonial 
affembly,  from  its  firft  meeting  at  St,  Marc's,  and  cenfured 
their  general  conduct  in  term.s  of  great  afperity:  reprefenting 
it  as  flowino;  from  motives  of  difaffecrion  towards  the  njother- 
country,  and  an  impatience  of  fabordination  to  conftitutional 
authority  and  good  government.  The  report  concluded  by 
recommendino-,  '•  that  ail  the  pretended  decrees  and  acts  of  the 
"  faid  colonial  affembly,  fhould  be  reverfed,  and  pronounced 
"  utterly  null  and  of  no  effect;  that  the  faid  affem-bly  fliould  be 
"  declared  diffolved,  and  its  members  rendered  ineligible  and 
"  incapable  of  being  delegated  in  future  to  the  colonial  aflem- 
"-bly  of  St.  Domingo;  that  teitimonies  of  approbation  lliould 
"  be  tranfmitted  to  the  Northern  provincial  affem-bly,  to 
"  Colonel   Mauduit  and  the  regiment  of  Port  au  Prince,  for- 

"  reiirdng 
{m)  Guillotinsd  December  I,   1793- 
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"  refifting  the  proceedings  at  St.  Marc's;  that  the  king  fhoui-d 
"  be  requefted  to  give  orders  for  the  forming  a  new  colonial 
"  afTembly  on  the  principles  of  the  national  decree  of  the  8  th  of 
"  March  1790,  and  inftruftions  of  the  28th  of  the  fame  month; 
*'  finally,  that  the  c'l-devant  members,  then  in  France,  fhould 
"  continue  in  a  ftate  of  arreft,  until  the  national  afTembly  might 
"  find  time  to  fignify  its  further  pleafure  concerning  them." 
A  decree  to  this  effeft  was  accordingly  voted  on  the  12th  of 
Odober,  by  a  very  large  majority;  and  the  king  was  requefted, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  fend  out  an  augmentation  of  force,  both 
naval  and  military,  for  the  better  fupporting  the  regal  autho- 
rity in  St.  Domingo. 


It  is  not  eaiy  to  defcribe  the  furprife  and  indignation  which 
the  news  of  this  decree  excited  in  St.  Domingo,  except  among 
the  partizans  of  the  former  government.  By  them  it  was  re- 
garded as  the  firft  ftep  towards  the  revival  of  the  ancient  fyftem; 
by  moft  other  perfons  it  was  confidered  as  a  dereli6lion  by  the 
national  afTembly  of  all  principle;  and  the  orders  for  ele61ing  a 
new  colonial  afTembly  were  fo  little  regarded,  that  many  of  the 
parifhes  pofitively  refufed  to  choofe  other  deputies  until  the  fate 
of  their  former  members,  at  that  time  in  France,  fhould  be 
decided-;  declaring,  that  they  ftill  confidered  thofe  perfons  as 
the  legal  reprelentatives  of  the  colony.  One  immediate  and 
apparent  efTe6l  of  this  decree  was,  to  heighten  and  inflame  the 
popular  refentment  againfl  Mauduit  and  his  regiment.  The 
reader  has  already  been  made  acquainted  with  fome  particulars 
concernine  this  officer;  and  to  what  has  been  faid  of  his  g-eneral 
charafter,  and  his  intemperate  zeal  for  the  re-eftablifhmeut  of 

the 
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the  reo-al  authority  in  its  fulleft  extent,  it  may  be  added,  that    CHAP, 
he  was  the  more  dangerous,  becaufe  he   was  generous  in  his    ^_      '_     ^ 
difpofition,.    and    even    profufe    in    his    bounty,    towards  his        179I' 
foldiers.     In  return,  the  attachment  of  his  regiment  towards 
his   perfon    appeared   to   exceed  the.  ufual  limits  of  obedience 
and  duty  (nj. 

The  malTacre  of  this  man  by  thofe  very  troops,,  a  fhort  time 
after  the  notification  of  the  aforefaid  decree,  affords  fo  ftriking 
an  inftance  of  that- cruel  and^ungovernable  difpofition,  equally 
impetuous  and  inconftant,  which  prevailed,  and  I  am  afraid 
flill  continues  to  prevail,  amongft  the  lower  clalTes  of  the 
people  throughout  all  the  French  dominions,  that  I  conceive  a 
brief  recital  of  the  circumftances  attending,  his  murder  will  not 
be  thought  an  unneceffary  digreffion, 

I  HAVE,  in  a  former  place  (q)^  given  fome  account  of  the. 
proceedings  of  M.  Peynier,  the  late  governor,  againfi:  certain 
perfons  who  compofed  what  was  called  the  committee  of  the 
Weftern  provincial  affembly,.  and  of  the  attempt  by  M.  Mau- 
duit  to  feize  by  force  the  individuals  who  compofed  that  com^ 
mittee.  This  happened  on  the  29th  of  July  1790;  and  I  ob- 
ferved  that  the  circumflance  of  M.  Mauduit's  carrying  off  the 
colours  from  a  detachment  of  the  national  guards  on  that  occa- 
fion,  ultimately  terminated  in  his  deftruftion. 

The 

(«)  After  his  exarrple  they  had  rejefted  the  national  cockade,  and  wore  a  white- 
feather  in  their  hats,  the  fymbol,  or  avowed  fjgnal,  of  the  royal  party. 

U)  Chap..  III. 
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The  cafe  was,  that  not  only  the  detachment  from  whom 
their  enlign  v\'a3  taken,  but  the  whole  of  the  national  guards 
K9i'  throughout  the  colony,  confidered  this  a61  as  the  mofr  outrageous 
and  unpardonable  infult  that  could  poffibly  be  offered  to  a  body 
of  men,  who  had  fworn  fidelity  to  the  hew  conflitution;  and 
nothing  but  the  dread  of  the  fuperior  difcipline  of  the  veterans, 
compofing  the  Port  au  Prince  regiment  (which  Mauduit  com- 
manded) prevented  them  from  exercifiiig  exemplary  vengeance 
on  the  author  of  their  dilgrace.  This  regiment,  therefore, 
being  im.plicated  in  the  crime  of  their  commanding  officer., 
was  regarded  by  the  other  troops  with  hatred  and  deteflation. 


On  the  3d  of  March  1791,  two  fliips  of  the  line  Le  Fougueux 
and  Le  Boree,  arrived  from  France,  with  two  battalions  of  the 
regiments  of  Artois  and  Normandy;'  and  when  it  is  known  that 
thefe  troops  had  been  viiited  by  the  crew  of  the  Leopard,  it 
will  not  appear  furprifing  that,  on  their  landing  at  Port  au 
Prince,  they  fhould  have  manifefled  the  fame  hoftile  dif]3ofition 
towards  Mauduit's  regiment,  as  was  fhewn  by  the  national 
puards.  They  refufed  all  manner  of  communication  or  inter- 
courfe  with  them,  and  even  declined  to  enter  into  any  of  their 
places  of  refort.  They  confidered,  or  afFefted  to  confider,  them, 
as  enemies  to  the  colony,  and  traitors  to  their  country.  This 
conduct  in  the  new-comers  towards  the  ill-fated  regiment,  foon 
made  a  wonderful  imprefiion  on  the  minds  of  both  oiiicers  and 
privates  of  the  regiment  itfelf;  and  mutual  reproach  and  accu- 
fation  fpread  through  the  whole  corps.  The  white  feather 
was  indignantly  torn  from  their  hats,  and  dark  and  fullen  looks 
towards  their  once-loved  commander,  indicated  not  only  that 

he 
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he  had  loft  their  confidence,  hut  alfo  that  he  was  the  ohje6t  of 
meditated  mifchief.  Mauduit  foon  perceived  the  full  extent  of 
his  danger,  and  fearing  to  involve  the  governor  (M.  Blanche- 
lande)  and  his  family,  in  the  ruin  which  awaited  himfelf,  he 
advn'ed  them  to  make  the  heft  of  their  way  to  Gape  Francois, 
while  they  could  do  it  with  fafety;  and  Bianchelande,  foe 
which  he  was  afterwards  much  cenfured,  followed  this  advice. 
Mauduit  then  harangued  his  grenadiers,  to  whom  he  had  always 
fliewn  great  kindnefs,  and  told  them  that  he  was  willing,  for 
the  fake  of  peace,  to  reftore  to  the  national  troops  the  colours 
which  he  had  formerly  taken  from  them;  and  even  to  carry 
them,  with  his  own  hands,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  and 
■depofit  them  in  the  church  in  which  they  had  been  ulually 
lodged :  but  he  added,  that  he  depended  on  their  afFe6lion  and 
duty  to  prote61:  him  from  perfonal  infult,  while  making  this 
ample  apology.  The  faithlefs  grenadiers  declared  that  they 
would  proteft  him  with  their  lives. 

The  next  day  the  ceremony  took  place,  and  Mauduit  re- 
ftored  the  colours,  as  he  had  promifed,  before  a  vafl:  croud  of 
fpedlators.  At  that  moment,  one  of  his  own  foldiers  cried 
aloud,  that  he  muji  ajk  pardon  of  the  national  troops  on  his  knees  \ 
and  the  whole  regiment  applauded  the  propolal.  Mauduit 
ftarted  back  with  indignation,  and  offered  his  bofom  to  their 
fwords: — it  Vv'as  pierced  v/ith  a  hundred  wounds,  all  of  them 
infii(?i:ed  by  his  own  men,  while  not  a  iingle  hand  was  lifted  up 
in  his  defence.  TheTpeftators  ftood  motionlefs,  either  through 
hatred  to  the  man,  or  furprife  at  the  treachery  and  cowardice 
■of  the  foldiers.  Such  indeed  was  the  bafenefs  of  thefe  v/retches. 
Vol.  III.  M  that 
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CHAP,    that  no  modern   languas-e   cai;i   defcribe,  but   in   terms  which 
V.  ... 

would  not  be  endured,  the  horrible  enormities  that  were  prac- 

tlfed  on  the  dead  body  of  their  wretched  commander.      It  was 

referved  for  the  prefent  day  to  behold,  for  the  firft  time,  a  civi.- 

lized  nation  exceeding  in  feats^  of  cruelty  and  revenge  the  favages 

of  North  America.     1  grieve  to  add,  that  many  other  dreadfu.1 

inftances  might  be  recited  in  confirmation  of  this  remark  (p)- 

While  thefe  fhameful  enormities  were  pafiing  in  St.  Do- 
mingo, the  fociety  of  Amis  des  Noirs  in  the  mother-country 
were  but  too  fuccefsfully  employed  in  deviling  projedis  which 
gave  birth  to  deeds  of  ftill  greater  horror,  and  produced  fcenea 
that  transformed  the  moft  beautiful  colony  in  the  world  into  a 
iield  of  defolation  and  carnage. 

Although  it  muil  have  occurred  to  every  unprejudiced- 
mind,  from  the  circumftances  that  have  been  related  concern=r 
ing  the  behaviour  of  the  mulattoes  relident  in  the  colony,  that 

the 


{p)  The  follov/iiig  anecdote,  though  fhocking  to  humanity,  I  have  thought  too<- 
extraordinary  to  omit.  It  was  communicated  to  me  by  a  French  gentleman  who  was 
at  St.  Domingo  at  the  time,  and  knew  the  fad ;  but  decency  has  induced  me  to  veil 
it  in  a  learned  language.  Mauduito  vix  moriuo,  unus  de  milttibuSy  dum  cadaver 
colidum,  et  cruore  adhucfluenie  madidunii  in  pavimentum  -ecclefia-epifcopalis  jacuit^- 
fleam  dijiringensy  genitalia  coram  populo  ahfcidity  et  membra  traumata  in  cijiam  com^ 
ponens  adfeminam  nohihmy  quamamicam  Mauduito  JiatuityUt  legatum  de  mortuo  at- 
tuUt.  It  may  afford  the  reader  fome  cc  nfolatlon  to  find  that  the  murder  of  their  com- 
.manding  officer  by  his  own  regiment,  excited  in  all  the  other  troops  no  other  fenti- 
ments  than  thofe  of  indignation  againft  his  murderers.  They  were  compelled  to  lay 
down  their  arms,  and  were  fent  prilbners  to  Francej  but  I  fear  they  efcaped  the 
punifhment  due  to  their  crimes. 
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rhs-'^eneral  body  of  thofe  peopls  were  by  no  means  averfe  to  con-  ^ 
ciliation  with  the  whites,  yet  it  was  found  impoffible  to  perfuadc  -^ 
their  pretended  friends  in  Europe  to  leave  the  affairs  of  St  Do- 
mino-o  to  their  natural  courfe.  Barnave  alone  (hitherto  the 
moft  formidable  opponent  of  the  prejudices  and  pretenfions  of 
the  colonics)  avowed  his  convidion  that  any  further  interfer- 
ence of  the  mother-country  in  the  queftionbetv/een  the  whites  and 
the  coloured  people,  would  be  produ6live  of  fatal  confequences. 
Such  an  opinion  was  entitled  to  greater  refpecSt,  as  coming  from 
a  man  who,  as  prefident  of  the  colonial  committee,  muft  be 
fuppofed  to  have  acquired  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  fub^cd; 
but  he  was  heard  without  convidion.  There  are  enthufiafts  in 
politicks  as  well  as  in  religion,  and  it  commonly  happens  with 
fanaticks  in  each,  that  the  recantation  of  a  few  of  their  number 
lerves  only  to  ftrengtben  the  errors,  and  animate  the  purpofes  of 
the  reft.  It  vs'as  now  refolved  by  Gregoire,  La  Fayette, 
BrilTot,  and  fome  other  peftilent  reformers,  to  call  in  the  fupremc 
legiflative  authority  of  the  French  government  to  give  effe61  to 
their  proje6ts ;  and  that  the  reader  may  clearly  underftand  the 
nature  and  complexion  of  the  mifchief  that  was  meditated, 
and  of  thofe  meafures  to  which  th«  ruin  of  the  French  part  of 
St  Domingo  is  immediately  to  be  attributed,  it  is  neceflary,  in  the 
firft  place,  to  recal  his  attention  to  the  national  decree  of  the 
8th  of  Mar-ch  1790-,  of  which  an  account  \\'as  gi\en  in  the 
fecond  chapter. 


H   A  P. 
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By  that  decree,  as  the  reader  muft  have  remembered,  the  na- 
tional affembly,  among  other  things,  difclaimed  all  right  of  in- 
terference in  the  local  and  interior  conceriis  of  the  colonies ;  and 
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It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  if  this  declaration  had  been  faithfullj 
interpreted  and  a61ed  upon,  it  would  have  contributed,  in  a  very 
eminent  degree,  to  the  refroration  of  peace  and  tranquillity  in 
St.  Domingo,  To  render  it  therefore  of  as  little  effc61  as 
poffible,  and  to  add  fuel  to  the  iire  whichperhaps  would  other- 
wife  have  become  extinguifhed,  it  had  been  infidioufly  propofed 
in  the  national  alTembly,  within  a  fevv^  days  after  the  decree  of 
the  8th  of  March  had  paffed,  to  tranfmit  with  it  to  the  governor 
of  St.  Domingo,  a  code,  or  chapter^  of  inftruftions,  for  its  due 
and  pun6lual  obfervance  and  execution.  Aceordino-lv,  on  the 
28  th  of  the  fame  month,  inftruflions  which  were  faid  to  be  cal- 
culated for  that  purpofe,  w^ere  prefented  and  decreed.  They 
confifled  of  eighteen  articles,  and  contained,  among  other 
things,  a  diredion  "  that  every  perfon  of  the  age  of  twenty- 
"  five  and  upwards,  pofTeffing  property,  or  having  refided  two 
"  years  in  the  colony,  and  paid  taxes,  fhould  be  permitted  to 
"  vote  in  the  formation  of  the  colonial  alTembly." 


The  friends  of  the  colonifts  having  at  that  time  feats  in  the 
national  aflembiy,  oppofed  the  meafure  chiefly  on  the  ground  of 
its  repugnancy  to  the  decree  of  the  8th;  it  being  evidently,  they 
urged,  an  interference  in  the  local  arrangements  and  interior  re- 
gulations  of  the  colonial  government.  It  does  not  appear  (not- 
withftanding  what  has  fmce  been  afferted  to  the  contrary)  that 
they  entertained  an  idea  that  the  mulatto  people  were  diredly  or 
indiredly  concerned.  The  framers  and  fupporters  of  the  mea- 
fure pretended  that  it  went  only  to  the  modification  of  the  pri- 
vilege of  voting  in  the  parochial  meetings,  which  it  was  well 
known,  under  the  old   government,   had   been   conftituted  of 
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white  perfons  onlv.  The  coloured  people  had  in  no  infcance 
attended  thole  meetings,  nor  fet  up  a  claim,  or  even  exprefled  a 
deiire,  to  take  any  part  in  the  bufmefs  tranfafted  thereat.  But 
thefe  inftructions  were  no  fooner  adopted  by  the  national 
ailembly,  and  converted  into  a  decree,  than  its  framers  and  fup- 
porters  threw  off  the  ma(k-,  and  the  mulattoes  refident  in  the 
mother-country,  as  well  as  the  fociety  of  Amis  des  Nous,  failed 
n-ot  to  apprize  their  friends  and  agents  in  St.  Domingo,  that  the 
people  of  colour,  not  being  excepted,  were  virtually  com- 
prized in  it.  Thefe,  however,  not  thinking  themfelves  fufE- 
ciently  powerful  to  enforce  the  claim,  or,  perhaps,  doubting  the 
leal  meaning  of  the  decree,  fent  deputies  to  France  to  demand  an 
explanation  of  it  from  the  national  ailembly. 


1791. 


In  the  beginning  of  May  1791,  the  confideration  of  this 
fubjeft  was  brought  for\'kard  by  Abbe  Gregoire,  and  the  claim 
€f  the  free  mulattoes  to  the  full  benefit  of  the  inftrudions  of  the 
2:8th  of  March  1 790,  and  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  enjoyed 
by  the  white  inhabitants,  citizens  of  the  French  colonies^  was 
fupported  with  all  that  ^^'armth  and  eloquence  for  which  he  was 
diftinguifhed.  Unfortunately,  at  this  junfture,  the  news  of 
the  miferable  death  of  Oge  arrived  at  Paris,  and  raifed  a  florm 
of  indignation  in  the  minds  of  all  ranks  of  people,  which  the 
planters  refident  in  France  were  unable  to  refift.  Nothing  was 
heard  in  all  companies  but  declamations  againf!:  their  oppreflion 
and  cruelty.  To  fupport  and  animate  the  popular  outcry 
againft  them,  a  tragedy  or  pantomime,  formed  on  the  ftory  of 
Oge,  was  reprefented  on  the  publick  theatres.  By  thefe,  and 
other  means,  the  planters  v.'ere  become  fo  generally  odious,  that 
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for  a  time  they  dared  not  to  appear  in  the  flreets  of  Paris. 
Thefe  v.'ere  the  arts  by  which  Gregoire,  Condorcet,  La  Fayette, 
BriiTot,  and  Robei]Dierre  difpofed  the  pnbhck  mind  to-  clamour 
for  a  new  and  explanatory  decree,  in  \vhich  the  rights  of  the 
coloured  people  fhould  be  placed  beyond  all  future  doubts  and 
difJDute.  The  friends  and  advocates  of  the  planters  were  over- 
powered and  confounded.  In  vain  did  they  predict  the  utter 
deftruftion  of  the  colonies  if  fuch  a  propofal  fliould  pafs  into  a 
law.  "  Perifh  the  colonies,"  faid  Robefpierre,  "  rather  than 
"  facrificeone  iota  of  our  principles."  The  majority  reiterated 
the  fentiment,  and  the  famous  decree  of  the  15th  of  May  1791 
was  pronounced  amidfi:  the  acclamation  and  applaufe  of  the 
multitude. 


By  this  decree  it  was  declared  and  enaded,  "  that  the  people 
of  colour  refident  in  the  French  colonies,  born  of  free  parents, 
were  entitled  to,  as  of  right,  and  fhould  be  allowed  the  enjoy- 
ment of,  all  the  privileges  of  French  citizens,  and  among 
others,  to  thofe  of  having  votes  in  the  choice  of  reprefentatives, 
and  of  being  eligible  to  feats  both  in  the  parochial  and  colonial 
afjhnbhes,^''  Thus  did  the  national  aflembly  fweep  away  in  a 
moment  all  the  laws,  ufages,  prejudices,  and  opinions  concern- 
ing thefe  people,  which  had  exifted  in  the  French  colonies  from 
their  earliefi:  fettlement,  and  tear  up  by  the  roots  the  firft  prin- 
ciple of  a  free  conftitution  : — a  principle  founded  on  thecleareft 
dictates  of  reafon  and  juftice,  and  cxprefsly  confirmed  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  French  Weft  Indies  by  the  national  decree  of 
the  8th  of  March  i  790  ;  I  mean,  the  fole  and  exclufive  right  of 
j'^ng  laws  for  their  local  and  interior  regulation  and  government. 

The 
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The  colonial  committee,  of  which  M.  Barnave  was  prefident, 
failed  not  to  apprize  the  national  aiTembly  of  the  fatal  con- 
fequences  of  this  m-eafure,  and  immediately  fufpended  the  exer- 
cife  of  its  functions.  At  the  fame  tim.e,  the  deputies  from  the 
colonies  fignified  their  purpofe  to  decline  any  further  attend- 
ance. The  only  efFe£l  produced  by  thefe  meafures  however, 
on  the  national  afTembly,  was  an  order  that  the  three  civil 
commiffioners,-who  had  been  appointed  in  February  preceding 
fbr  regulating;  the  affairs  of  the  colonies  on  the  fpot,  fliould  im- 
mediately  repair  thither,  and  fee  the  national  decrees  duly  en- 
forced. The  confequences  in  St.  Domingo  will  be  related  in 
the  following  chapter  f<^Ji 

(q)  It  has  been  confidently  aflerted,  that  La  Fayette^  in  order  to  fecure  a  majority  on 
this  queftion,  introduced  into  the  national  afiembly  no  lefs  than  eighty  perfons  who 
were  not  members,  but  who  fat  and  voted  as  fuch.  This  man  had  formerly  been 
poffelTed  of  a  plantation  at  Cayenne,  with  feventy  negro  flaves  thereon,  which  he 
bad  fold,  without  any  fcruple  or  ftipulation  concerning  the  fituation  of  the  negroes, 
the  latter  end  of  1789,  and  from  that  time  enrolled  himfelf  among  the  friends  of  the 
blacks.  The.  mere  Englifli  reader,  who  may  be  perfonally  unacquainted  with  the 
Weft  Indies,  will  probably  confider  the  clamour  which  was  raifed  on  this  occafion  by 
the  French  planters  as  equally  illiberal  and  unjuft.  The  planters  in  the  Briti'fli  Weft 
Indies  will  perhaps  bring  the  cafe  home  to  themfelves ;  and  I  have  no  hefitation  in 
faying,  that,  fuppofing  the  Englifti  parliament  fhould  pafs  a  law  declaring,  for  in- 
liance,  the  free  mulattoes  of  Jamaica,  to  be  eligible  into  the  affembly  of  that  ifland, 
fuch  a  meafure  would  prove  there,  as  it  proved  in  St.  Domingo,  the  declaration  of 
dvil  war.  On  mere  abftraft  reafoning  this  may  appear  ftrange  and  unjuftifiable  ; 
but  we  muft  take  mankind  as  we  find  them,  and  few  inftances  occur  in  which  the 
pjejudices  of  habit,  education,  and  opinion,  have  been  correded  by  farce. 
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Confequences  hi  St.  Dommgo  of  tlie  Decree 'of  tlie  i^tJi  of  May -^-^ 
RebelliQ7i  of  the  Negroes  in  the  Northern  Provhice,  and  Enor- 
mities committed  by  them — Revolt  of  tlie  Mulattoes  at  Mirebalais 
— Concordat  or  "Truce  betzveen  the  inhabitants  ofPort-au-Prince 
and  the  Men  of  Colour  of  the  nth  of  September — Proclamation 
by  the  National  A JJembly  of  the  20th  of  September. 

I  AM  now  to  enter  on  the  retroij^edl  of  fcenes,  the  horrors  of 
which  imaguiation  cannot  adequately  conceive  nor  pen 
defcribe.  The  difputes  and  contefts  between  difFerent  clafles 
of  French  citizens,  and  the  violences  of  malignant  fa6lions 
towards  each  other,  no  longer  claim  attention.  Such  a  pifture 
of  human  mifery  ; — fuch  a  fcene  of  woe,  prefents  itfelf,  as  no 
other  country,  no  former  age  has  exhibited.  Upwards  of  one 
hundred  thoufand  favage  people,  habituated  to  the  barbarities 
of  Africa,  avail  themfelves  of  the  filence  and  obfcurity  of  the 
night,  and  fall  on  the  peaceful  and  unfui|)icious  planters,  like  fo 
many  famifhed  tygers  thirfting  for  human  blood.  Revolt,  con- 
flagration, and  maffacre,  every  where  mark  their  progrefs ; 
and  death,  in  all  its  horrors,  or  cruelties  and  outrages,  compared 
to  which  immediate  death  is  mercy,  await  like  the  old  and  the 
young,  the  matron,  the  virgin,  and  the  helplefs  infant.  No  con- 
dition, age,  or  fex  is  fpared.  All  the  (hocking  and  fhameful 
enormities,  with  which  the  fierce  and  unbridled  paffions  of 
favage  man  have  ever  conduded  a  war,  prevail  uncontrouled. 
9  The 
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and,  in  a  few  difmal  hours,  the  mod:  fertile  and  beautiful  plains 

in  the   world  are  converted  into  one  vaft  field  of  carnage ; — a 

wildernefs  of  defolation ! 


There  is  indeed  too  much  reafon  to  believe,  that  thefe  mife- 
ries  would  have  occurred  in  St.  Domingo,  in  a  great  degree, 
even  if  the  proceedings  of  the  National  AlTembly,  as  related  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  preceding  chapter,  had  been  more  tem- 
perate, and  if  the  decree  of  the  15th  of  May  had  never  pafTed 
into  a  law.  The  declarations  of  the  dying  Oge  fi.;fficiently 
point  out  the  mifchief  that  was  meditated,  long  before  that  ob- 
noxious decree  was  promulgated.  But  it  may  be  affirmed,  with 
truth  and  certainty,  that  this  fatal  meafure  gave  life  and 
adivity  to  the  poifon.  It  was  the  brand  by  which  the  flames 
were  lighted,  and  the  combuftibles  that  were  prepared  fet  mt) 
aftion.  Intelligence  havhig  been  received  of  it  at  Cape 
Francois  on  the  30th  of  June,  no  words  can  defcribe  the  rage 
and  indignation  which  immediately  fpread  throughout  the  co- 
lony ;  and  in  no  place  did  the  inhabitants  breathe  greater  refent- 
ment  than  in  the  town  of  the  Cape,  which  had  hitherto  been 
foremoft  in  profeffions  of  attachment  to  the  mother-countrv,  and 
in  promoting  the  ijDirit  of  difunion  and  oppofition  in  the  colonial 
aflembly.  They  now  unanimoufly  determined  to  rejeft  the 
civick  oath,  although  great  preparations  had  been  made  for  a 
general  federation  on  the  14th  of  July.  The  news  of  this 
decree  feemed  to  unite  the  moft  difcordant  interefts.  In  the 
firft  tranfports  of  indignation  it  was  propofed  to  feize  all  the 
fhips,  and  confifcate  the  effecls  of  the  French  merchants  then 
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in  the  harbour.  An  embargo  was  aftually  laid,  and  a  motion 
was  even  made  in  the  provincial  affembly  to  pull  down  the  na- 
tional colours,  and  hoift  the  Britifli  ftandard  in  their  room. 
The  national  cockade  was  every  where  trodden  under  foot,  and 
the  o-overnor-general,  who  continued  a  forrowful  and  filent 
fpeclator  of  thefe  exceffes,  found  his  authority,  as  r'eprefentative 
of  the  parent  country,  together  vi'ith  every  idea  of  colonial  fub- 
ordination  in  the  people,  annihilated  in  a  moment. 

The  fears  and  apprehenfions  which  the  governor  felt  on  this 
occafion  have  been  well  defcribed  by  that  officer  himfelf,  in  a 
memorial  which  he  afterwards  publifhed  concerning  his  ad- 
miniftration.  "  Acquainted  (he  obferves)  with  the  genius 
"  and  temper  of  the  white  colonics,  by  a  refidence  of  feven 
"  years  in  the  Windward  Iflands,  and  well  informed  of  the 
"  o-rounds  and  motives  of  their  prejudices  and  opinions  con- 
•'  cernlno-  the  people  of  colour,  I  immediately  forefaw  the 
"  difturbances  and  dangers  which  the  news  of  this  ill-advifed 
"  meafure  would  inevitably  produce  ;  and  not  having  it  in  my 
*'  power  to  fupprefs  the  communication  of  it,  I  loft  no  time  in 
"  apprizing  the  king's  minifters  of  the  general  difcontent  and 
"  violent  fermentation  which  it  excited  in  the  colony.  To  my 
"  own  obfervations,  1  added  thofe  of  many  refpeftable,  fober, 
*'  and  difpaffionate  men,  whom  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  confult 
"  in  fo  critical  a  conjundure ;  and  I  concluded  my  letter  by  ex- 
*'  preffing  my  fears  that  this  decree  would  prove  the  death- 
*'  warrant  of  many  thoufands  of  the  inhabitants.  The  event 
•'  has  mournfully  verilied  my  prediftions  !" 
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On  the  recommendation  of  the  provhicial  affembly  of  the 
Northern  department,  the  feveral  pariflies  throughout  the  colony 
now  proceeded,  without  further  hefitation,  to  the  ele6lion  of  de- 
puties for  a  new  general  colonial  affembly.  Thefe  deputies,  to 
the  number  of  one  hundred  and  feventy-fix,  met  at  Leogane,  and 
on  the  9th  of  Auguft  declared  themfelves  the  general  affembly  of 
the  French  part  of  St.  Dommgo.  They  tranfaded  however  but 
little  bufinefs,  but  manifefled  great  unanimity  and  temper  in 
their  proceedings,  and  refolved  to  hold  their  meetings  at 
Cape  Francois,  whither  they  adjourned  for  that  purpole, 
appointing  the  25th  of  the  fame  month  for  opening  the 
feffion. 

In  the  mean-while,  fo  great  was  the  agitation  of  the  publick 
mind,  M.  Blanchelande  found  it  neceffary  not  only  to  tranfmit 
to  the  provincial  affembly  of  the  North,  a  copy  of  the  letter 
which  he  mentions  to  have  written  to  the  king's  minifters,  but 
alfo  to  accompany  it  with  a  folemn  affurance,  pledging  himfelf 
tofufpendthe  execution  of  the  obnoxious  decree,  whenever  it  Jlwuld 
come  out  to  him  properly  authenticated;  a  meafure  which  too 
plainly  demonft rated  that  his  authority  in  the  colony  was  at  an 
end. 

Justly  alarmed  at  all  thefe  proceedings,  fo  hoflile  towards 
them,  and  probably  apprehenfive  of  a  general  profcription,  the 
mulattoes  throughout  the  colony  began  to  colleft  in  different 
places  in  armed  bodies  ;  and  the  whites,  by  a  mournful  fatality, 
fuffered  them  to  affemble  without  moleftation.  In  truth,  every 
man  s  thoughts  were  directed  towards  the  meeting  of  the  new 
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colonial  afTembly,  from  whofe  deliberations  and  proceedings  the 
extin6i:ion  of  party,  and  the  full  and  immediate  redrefs  of  all 
exifling  grievances,  were  confidently  expe6led.  M.  Blanchelande 
himfelf  declares,  that  he  cherifhed  the  fame  flattering  and 
fallacious  hopes.  "  After  a  long  fucceffion  of  violent  ftorms, 
"  1  fondly  expefted  (he  v\'rites)  the  return  of  a  calm  and  ferene 
"  morning.  The  temperate  and  conciliating  conduft  of  the 
"  new  afiembly,  during  their  fliort  fitting  at  Leogane,  the 
"  charafters  of  mofl  of  the  individual  members,'  and  the  ne- 
"  ceffity,  fo  apparent  to  all,  of  mutual  conceffion  and  unanimity 
"  on  this  great  occafion,  led  me  to  think  that  the  colony  would 
"  at  length  fee  the  termination  of  its  miferies  ;  when,  alas,  the 
"  ftorm  was  ready  to  burft,  which  has  fince  involved  us  in  one 
*'  common  deflrudion  !" 


It  was  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  Auguft,  juft  before 
day,  that  a  general  alarm  and  conflernation  fpread  throughout 
the  town  of  the  Cape.  The  inhabitants  were  called  from 
their  beds  by  perfons  who  reported  that  all  the  negro  flaves  in 
the  feveral  neighbouring  parifhes  had  revolted,  and  were  at  that 
moment  carrying  death  and  defolation  over  the  adjoining  large 
and  beautiful  plain  to  the  North-eaft.  The  governor,  and  moft 
of  the  military  officers  on  duty,  alTembled  together;  but  the  re- 
ports were  fo  confufed  and  contradidory,  as  to  gain  but  little 
credit ;  when,  as  day-light  began  to  break,  the  fudden  and  fuc- 
ceffive  arrival,  with  ghaftly  countenances,  of  perfons  who  had 
with  difficulty  efcaped  the  maifacre,  and  flown  to  the  town 
for  protedion,  brought   a  dreadful   confirmation  of  the  fatal 


tidings. 
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The  rebellion  firft  broke  out  on  a  plantation  called  Noe,  in 
the  parifh  of  Acul,  nine  miles  only  from  the  city.  Twelve  or 
fourteen  of  the  ring-leaders,  about  the  middle  of  the  night,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  refinery,  or  fugar-houfe,  and  feized  on  a  young 
man,  the  refiner's  apprentice,  dragged  him  to  the  front  of  the 
dwelling-houfe,  and  there  hewed  him  into  pieces  with  their 
cutlafTes  :  his  fcreams  brought  out  the  overfeer,  whom  they  in- 
ftantly  fliot.  The  rebels  now  found  their  way  to  the  apart- 
ment of  the  refiner,  and  maffacred  him  in  his  bed.  A  young 
man  lying  fick  in  a  neighbouring  chamber,  was  left  apparently 
dead  of  the  wounds  inflicled  by  their  cutlafTes :  he  had  fiirength 
enough  however  to  crawl  to  the  next  plantation,  and  relate  the 
horrors  he  had  witnelTed.  He  reported,  that  all  the  whites  of 
the  eftate  which  he  had  left  were  murdered,  except  only  the 
furo-eon,  whom  the  rebels  had  compelled  to  accompany  them, 
on  the  idea  that  they  might  ftand  in  need  of  his  profefi^ional 
afliftance.  Alarmed  by  this  intelligence,  the  perfons  to  whom 
it  was  communicated  immediately  fought  their  fafety  in  flight. 
"What  became  of  the  poor  youth  I  have  never  been  informed. 


CHAP. 

I7yi. 


The  revolters  (confiiliing  now  of  all  the  flaves  belonging  to 
that  plantation)  proceeded  to  the  houfe  of  a  Mr.  Clement,  by 
whofe  negroes  alfo  they  were  immediately  joined,  and  both  he 
and  his  refiner  were  maffacred.  The  murderer  of  Mr.  Clement 
was  his  own  poftillion,  a  m.an  to  whom  he  had  always  fhewn 
great  kindnefs.  The  other  white  people  on  this  eftate  con= 
trived  to  make  their  efcape. 


At  this  junflure,   the    negroes    on    the    plantation    of  M. 
Flaville,  a  few  miles  diftant,  likewife  rofe  and  murdered  five 

white 
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white  perfons,  one  of  whom  (the  procureur  or  attorney  for  the 
eftate)  had  a  wife  and  three  daughters.  Thefe  unfortunate 
women,  while  imploring  for  mercy  of  the  favages  on  their  knees, 
beheld  their  hufband  and  father  murdered  before  their  faces. 
For  themfelves,  they  were  devoted  to  a  more  horrid  fate,  and 
were  carried  away  captives  by  the  aflaffins. 


The  approach  of  day-light  ferved  only  to  difcover  fights  of 
horror.  It  was  now  apparent  that  the  negroes  on  all  the 
eftates  in  the  plain  afted  in  concert,  and  a  general  maflacre  of 
the  whites  teok  place  in  every  quarter.  On  fome  {qw  eftates 
indeed  the  lives  of  the  women  were  Ipared,  but  they  were  re- 
ferved  only  to  gratify  the  brutal  appetites  of  the  ruffians  ;  and 
it  is  Ihocking  to  relate,  that  many  of  them  fufFered  violation  on 

the  dead  bodies  of  their  hulbands  and  fathers  ! 

*• 

In  the  town  itfelf,  the  general  belief  for  fome  time  was,  that 
the  revolt  was  by  no  means  an  exteniive,  but  a  fudden  and  par- 
tial infurredion  only.  The  largeft  fugar  plantation  on  the  plain 
was  that  of  Monf.  Gallifet,  fituated  about  eight  miles  from  the 
town,  the  negroes  belonging  to  which  had  always  been  treated 
with  fuch  kindnefs  and  liberality,  and  pofieffed  fo  many  ad- 
vantages, that  it  became  a  proverbial  expreffion  among  the 
lower  white  people,  in  fpeaking  of  any  man's  good  fortune,  to 
fay  //  eji  heureux  comme  un  tiegre  de  Gallifet  (he  is  as  happy  as 
one  of  Gallifet's  negroes).  M.  Odeluc,  the  attorney,  or  agent, 
for  this  plantation,  was  a  member  of  the  general  affembly,  and 
being  fully  perfuaded  that  the  negroes  belonging  to  it  would  re- 
main firm  in  their  obedience,  determined  to  repair  thither  to  en- 
courage them  in  oppofing  the  infurgents ;  to  which  end,  he 
i<n  defired 
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defired  the  affiftance  of  a  few  foldiers  from  the  town  guard, 
which  was  granted  him.  He  proceeded  accordingly,  but  on 
approaching  the  eftate,  to  his  furprife  and  grief  he  found  all  the 
negroes  in  arms  on  the  fide  of  the  rebels,  and  (horrid  to  tell  !) 
their  Jiandard  was  the  body  of  a  white  infant,  zvhich  they  had  re- 
cently impaled  on  a  Jlake  I  M.  Odeluc  had  advanced  too  far  to 
retreat  undifcovered,  and  both  he,  and  a  friend  that  accompanied 
him,  with  moft  of  the  foldiers,  were  killed  without  mercy. 
Two  or  three  only  of  the  patrole,  efcaped  by  flight  ;  and  con- 
veyed the  dreadful  tidings  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 

By  this  time,  all  or  moft  of  the  white  perfons  that  had  been 
found  on  the  feveral  plantations,  being  maflacred  or  forced  to 
feek  their  fafety  in  flight,  the  ruffians  exchanged  the  fword  for 
the  torch.  The  buildings  and  cane-fields  were  every  where 
fet  on  fire  ;  and  the  conflagrations,  which  were  vifible  from  the 
town,  inathoufand  different  quarters,  furnifhed  aprolpeft  more 
Ihocking,  and  reflexions  more  difmal,  than  fancy  can  paint,  or 
the  powers  of  man  defcribe. 

Consternation  and  terror  now  took  poflTeffion  of  every 
mind:  and  the  fcreams  of  the  women  and  children,  running 
from  door  to  door,  heightened  the  horrors  of  the  fcene.  All 
the  citizens  took  up  arms,  and  the  general  affembly  vefted  the  go- 
vernor with  the  command  of  the  national  guards,  requeuing  him 
to  give  fuch  orders  as  the  urgency  of  the  cafe  fcemed  to  demand,, 

One  of  the  firft  meafures  was  to  fend  the  white  women  and 
children  on  board  the  fhips  in  the  harbour;  and  very  ferious 

apprehenfions 
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apprehenfions  being  entertained  concerning  the  domeftick  ne- 
eroes  witiiin  the  town,  a  great  proportion  of  the  ableft  men 
them    were    likewife    fent   on    fhipboard   and    clofely 


among 

guarded 


There  flill  remained  in  the  city  a  confiderable  body  of  free 
mulattoes,  who  had  not  taken,  or  affefted  not  to  take,  any 
part  in  the  difputes  between  their  brethren  of  colour  and  the 
white  inhabitants.  Their  fituation  was  extremely  critical;  for 
the  lower  clafs  of  whites,  confidering  the  mulattoes  as  the  im- 
mediate authors  of  the  rebellion,  marked  them  for  deftrudion; 
and  the  whole  number  in  the  town  would  undoubtedly  have 
been  murdered  without  fcruple,  if  the  governor  and  the  colonial 
affembly  had  not  vigoroufly  interpofed,  and  taken  them  under 
their  immediate  protection.  Grateful  for  this  interpofition  in 
their  favour  (perhaps  not  thinking  their  lives  otherwife  fecure) 
all  the  able  men  among  them  offered  to  march  immediately 
ao-ainfl:  the  rebels,  and  to  leave  their  wives  and  children  as 
hoftages  for  their  fidelity.  Their  offer  was  accepted,  and  they 
were  enrolled  in  different  companies  of  the  militia. 


The  affembly  continued  their  deliberations  throughout  the 
nlo-ht,  amidft  the  glare  of  the  furrounding  conflagrations;  and 
the  inhabitants,  being  ftrengthened  by  a  number  of  feamen 
from  the  {hips,  and  brought  into  fome  degree  of  order  and  mi- 
litary fubordination,  were  now  defirous  that  a  detachment  fliould 
be  fent  to  attack  the  ftrongeft  body  of  the  revolters.  Orders 
were  given  accordingly;  and  M.  de  Touzard,  an  officer  who 
had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  fervice  of  the  North  Americans, 

took 
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took  the  command  of  a  party  of  militia  and  troops  of  the  line. 
With  thefe,  he  marched  to  the  plantation  of  a  M.  Latour,  and 
attacked  a  body  of  about  four  thoufand  of  the  rebel  negroes. 
Many  were  deftroyed,  but  to  little  purpofe;  for  Touzard, 
finding  the  number  of  revolters  to  encreafe  in  more  than  a  cen- 
tuple proportion  to  their  loffes,  was  at  length  obliged  to  retreat ; 
and  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  if  the  rebels  had  forthwith  pro- 
ceeded to  the  town,  defencelefs  as  it  then  was  towards  the  plain, 
they  might  have  fired  it  without  difficulty,  and  deftroyed  all  its 
inhabitants,  or  compelled  them  to  fly  to  the  fhipping  for 
refuge. 
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Sensible  of  this,  the  governor,  by  the  advice  of  the  alTembly, 
determined  to  aft  for  fome  time  folely  on  the  defenfive;  and  as 
it  was  every  moment  to  be  apprehended  that  the  revolters  would 
pour  down  upon  the  town,  the  firft  meafure  reforted  to  was  to 
fortify  the  roads  and  pafles  leading  into  it.  At  the  eaftern  ex- 
tremity, the  main  road  from  the  plain  is  interfered  by  a  river, 
which  luckily  had  no  bridge  over  it,  and  was  crofTed  in  ferry 
boats.  For  the  defence  of  this  pafTage,  a  battery  of  cannon  was 
raifed  on  boats  lafhed  together;  while  two  fmall  camps  were 
formed  at  proper  diflances  on  the  banks.  The  other  principal 
entrance  into  the  town,  and  contiguous  to  it  towards  the  fouth, 
was  through  a  mountainous  diftrift,  called  k  Haut  du  Cap. 
Poffeffion  was  immediately  taken  of  thefe  heights,  and  con- 
fiderable  bodies  of  troops,  with  fuch  artillery  as  could  be  fpared, 
were  ftationed  thereon.  But  thefe  precautions  not  being 
thought  fufficient,  it  was  alfo  determined  to  furround  the  whole 
of  the  town,  except  the  fide  next  the  fea,  withaftrong  palifade 
Vol.  Jil.  O  and 
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and  chevaux  defri%e\  in  the  ereding  and  completing  of  which, 
all  the  inhabitants  laboured  without  diftinftion  or  intermiffion. 
At  the  fame  time,  an  embargo  was  laid  on  all  the  fhipping  in 
the  harbour;  a  meafure  of  indifpenfable  neceffity,  calculated  as 
well  to  obtain  the  affiftance  of  the  feamen,  as  to  fecure  a  retreat 
for  the  inhabitants  in  the  lafl:  extremity. 

To  fuch  of  the  diftant  pariflies  as  were  open  to  communica- 
tion either  by  land  or  by  fea,  notice  of  the  revolt  had  been  tranf^ 
mitted  within  a  few  hours  after  advice  of  it  was  received  at  the 
Cape ;  and  the  white  inhabitants  of  many  of  thofe  pariihes  had 
therefore  found  time  to  eftablifli  camps,  and  form  a  chain  of 
ports,  which  for  a  ihort  time  feemed  to  prevent  the  rebellion 
Ipreading  beyond  the  Northern  province  (a).  Two  of  thofe 
camps  however,  one  at  Grande  Riviere,  the  other  at  Dondon, 
were  attacked  by  the  negroes  (who  were  here  openly  joined  by 
the  mulattoes)  and  forced  with  great  flaughter.  At  Dondon, 
the  whites  maintained  the  conleft  for  {cxen  hours;  but  were 
overpowered  by  the  infinite  difparity  of  numbers,  and  com- 
pelled to  give  way,  with  the  lofs  of  upwards  of  one  hundred 
of  their  body.  The  furvivors  took  refuge  in  the  Spanifh 
territory. 


These  two  diflrids  therefore;    the  whole  of  the  rich  and- 
cxtenfive   plain   of  the    Cape,    together    with    the   contiguous 

(a)  It  is  believed  that  a  genera!  infurredion  was  to  have  taken  place  throughout 
the  colony  on  the  25th  of  Auguft  (St.  Louis's  day);  but  that  the  impatience  and  iin- 
"petuoftty  of  fome  negroes  on  the  plain,  induced  them  to  commence  their  operations 
two  days  before  the  time, 

•^^  mountains. 
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mountains,  were  now  whollv  abandoned  to  the  ravages  of  the     CHAP. 

•  ' .  .  -  V  f 

enemy,  and  the  cruelties  whicli  they  exerciied,  uncontrouled,    .   _  '  J_^^ 

on  fuch  of  the  miferable  whites  as  fell  into  their  hands,  cannot         i79'« 

be  remembered  without  horror,    nor  reported  in  terms  ftrong 

enough  to  convey  a  proper  idea  of  their  atrocity. 

They  feized  Mr.  Blen,  an  officer  of  the  police,  and  having 
nailed  him  alive  to  one  of  the  gates  of  his  plantation,  chopped 
Oit  his  limbs,  one  by  one  with  an  axe. 

A  POOR  man  named  Robert,  3.  carpenter  by  trade,  endea- 
vouring to  conceal  himfelf  from  the  notice  of  the  rebels,  was 
difcovered  in  his  hiding-place  ;  and  the  favages  declared  t/iat  he 
JJiould  die  in  the  'joay  of  his  occiipatio'n  :    accordingly  they  bound 
him  between  two  boards,  and  deliberately  fav/ed  him  afunder. 

M.  Cardineau,  a  planter  of  Grande  Riviere^  had  two 
natural  fons  by  a  black  woman.  He  had  manumitted  them  in 
their  infancy,  and  bred  them  up  with  great  tendernefs.  They 
both  joined  in  the  revolt;  and  when  their  father  endeavoured 
to  divert  them  from  their  purpofe,  by  foothing  language  and 
pecuniary  offers,  they  took  his  money,  and  then  ftabbed  him 
to  the  heart. 


All  the  white,  and  even  the  mulatto  children  whofe  fathers 
had  not  joined  in  the  revolt,  were  murdered  without  exception, 
frequently  before  the  eyes,  or  clinging  to  the  bofoms,  of  their 
mothers.  Young  women  of  all  ranks  were  firft  violated  bv.a 
whole  troop  of  barbarians,  and  then  generally  put  to  death, 

O  3  Some 
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CHAP.  Some  of  them  were  indeed  referved  for  the  flirther  2;ratification 

VI.  ^ 

_     -    .  of  the  luft  of  the  favages,  and  others  had  their  eyes  fcooped  out 

^''9''  vv'ith  a  knife. 


In  the  parilh  of  Limine,  at  a  place  called  the  Great  Ravine,  a 
venerable  planter,  the  father  of  two  beautiful  young  ladies, 
was  tied  down  by  a  favage  ringleader  of  a  band,  who  ravifhed 
the  eldeft  daughter  in  his  prefence,  and  delivered  over  the 
youngeft  to  one  of  his  followers:  their  paffion  being  fatisfied, 
they  flaughtered  both  the  father  and  the  daughters. 

Amidst  thefe  fcenes  of  horror,  one  inftance  however  occurs 
of  fuch  fidelity  and  attachment  in  a  negro,  as  is  equally  un- 
expeded  and  affeding.  Monf.  and  Madame  Baillon,  their 
daughter  and  fon-in-law,  and  two  white  fervants,  refiding  on  a 
mountain  plantation  about  thirty  miles  from  Cape  Francois, 
were  apprized  of  the  revolt  by  one  of  their  own  flaves,  who  was 
himfelf  in  the  confpiracy,  but  promifed,  if  poffible,  to  fajve  the 
lives  of  his  m.after  and  his  family.  Having  no  immediate 
means  of  providing  for  their  efcape,  he  conduced  them  into  an 
adjacent  wood;  after  which  he  went  and  joined  the  revolters. 
The  following  night,  he  found  an  opportunity  of  bringing  them 
provilions  from  the  rebel  camp.  The  fecond  night  he  returned 
again,  with  a  further  fupply  of  provifions ;  but  declared  that  it 
would  be  out  of  his  power  to  give  them  any  further  affiftance. 
After  this,  they  faw  nothing  of  the  negro  for  three  days;  but 
at  the  end  of  that  time  he  came  again ;  and  direfled  the  family 
how  to  make  their  way  to  a  river  which  led  to  Port  Margot, 
afluring  them   they  would  find  a  canoe  on  a  part  of  the  river 

which 
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which  he  defcribed.  They  followed  his  dire6hions^  found  the 
canoe,  and  got  fafely  into  it;  but  were  overfet  by  the  rapidity 
of  the  current,  and  after  a  narrow  efcape,  thought  it  beft  to 
return  to  their  retreat  in  the  mountains.  The  negro,  anxious 
for  their  fafety,  again  found  them  out,  and  diredled  them  to  a 
broader  part  of  the  river,  where  he  affured  them  he  had  pro- 
vided a  boat;  but  faid  it  was  the  laft  effort  he  could  make  to 
fave  them.  They  went  accordingly,  but  not  finding  the  boat, 
gave  themfelves  up  for  loft,  when  the  faithful  negro  again  ap- 
peared like  their  guardian  angel.  He  brought  with  him 
pigeons,  poultry,  and  bread;  and  conduced  the  family,  by 
flow  marches  in  the  night,  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  until 
they  were  within  fight  of  the  wharf  at  Port  Margot;  when 
tellino-  them  they  were  entirely  out  of  danger,  he  took  his 
leave  for  ever,  and  went  to  join  the  rebels..  The  family  were 
in  the  woods  nineteen  nights*. 
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Let  us  now  turn  our  attention  back  to  the  town  of  the 
Cape;  where,  the  inhabitants  being  at  length  placed,  or  fup= 
pofed  to  be  placed,  in  fome  fort  of  fecurity,  it  was  thought 
neceffary  by  the  governor  and  afTembly,  that  ofFenfive  opera- 
tions againft  the  rebels  fhould  be  renewed,  and  a  fmall  army, 
under  the  command  of  M.  Rouvray,  marched  to  the  eaftern 
part  of  the  plain,  and  encamped  at  a  place  called  Roucrou.  A 
very  confiderable  body   of  the   rebel  negroes   took  poileffionj 

*  This  account  was  communicated  by  Madame  Balllon  herfelf  to  a  friend  of  the 
author,  who  was  with  him  at  St.  Domingo,  and  who  fpoke  French  like  a  native; 
from  that  friend  the  author  received  it  the  fame  day,  and  immediately  committed  the 
particulars  to  writing. 

about 
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about  the  fame  time,  of  the  large  buildhigs  on  the  plantation  of 
M.  Gallifet,  and  mounted  foaie  heavy  pieces  of  artillery  on  the 
walls.  They  had  procured  the  cannon  at  different  Shipping 
places  and  harbours  along  the  coaft,  where  it  had  been  placed 
in  time  of  war  by  the  government,  and  imprudently  left  un- 
prote61:ed ;  but  it  was  a  matter  of  great  furprize  by  what  means 
they  obtained  ammunition  f6j.  From  this  plantation  they 
fent  out  foraging  parties,  with  which  the  whites  had  frequent 
Ikirmiflies.  In  thefe  engagements,  the  negroes  feldom  flood 
their  ground  longer  than  to  receive  and  return  a  lingle  volley, 
but  they  appeared  again  the  next  day;  and  though  they  were 
at  length  driven  out  of  their  entrenchments  with  infinite 
llaughter,  yet  their  numbers  feemed  not  to  diminifh: — as  fooa 
as  one  body  was  cut  off,  another  appeared,  and  thus  they  fuc- 
ceeded  in  the  object  of  haraffing  and  deftroying  the  whites  by 
perpetual  fatigue,  and  reducing  the  country  to  a  defert. 


To  detail  the  various  conflicSts,  ikirmiflies,  maffacres,  and 
fcenes  of  llaughter,  which  this  exterminating  war  produced, 
were  to  offer  a  difgulting  and  frightful  picture ; — a  combination 
of  horrors;  wherein  we  fhould  behold  cruelties  unexampled  in 


(bj  It  was  difcovered  afterwards,  that  great  quantities  of  powder  and  ball  were 
flolen  by  the  negroes  in  the  town  of  Cape  Francois  from  the  king's  arfenal,  and 
fecretly  conveyed  to  the  rebels.  Moft  of  the  fire-arms  at  firft  in  their  poflefTioii 
were  fuppofed  to  have  been  part  of  Ogfs  importation.  But  it  grieves  me  to  add, 
that  the  rebels  were  afterwards  abundantly  fupplicd,  by  fmall  veiTels  from  North 
America;  the  mafters  of  which  felt  no  fcruple  to  receive  inpayment  fufar  and 
rum,  from  eftates  of  which  the  owners  had  been  murdered  by  the  men  with  whom 
they  trafficked. 

-    \   '  the 
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the  annals  of  mankind;  human  blood  poured  forth  in  torrents; 
the  earth  blackened  with  aflies,  and  the  air  tainted  with  pefti- 
lence.  It  was  computed  that,  within  two  months  after  the 
revolt  firft  began,  upwards  of  two  thoufand  white  perfons,  of 
all  conditions  and  ages,  had  been  maflacred; — that  one  hundred 
and  eighty  fugar  plantations,  and  about  nine  hundred  coffee, 
cotton,  and  indigo  fettlements  had  been  deftroyed  (the  build- 
ings thereon  being  confumed  by  fire),  and  one  thoufand  two 
hundred  chriflian  families  reduced  from  opulence,  to  fuch  a 
flate  of  mifery  as  to  depend  altogether  for  their  clothing  and 
fuftenance  on  publick  and  private  charity.  Of  the  infurgents, 
it  was  reckoned  that  upwards  of  ten  thoufand  had  periflied  by 
the  fword  or  by  famine;  and  fome  hundreds  by  the  hands  of 
the  executioner; — many  of  them,  1  am  forry  to  fay,  under  the 
torture  of  the  wheel; — a  fyftem  of  revenge  and  retaliation, 
which  no  enormities  of  favage  life  could  juftify  or  excufe  (c). 
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(c)  Two  of  thefe  unhappy  men  TufFered  in  this  manner  under  the  window  of  ths 
author's  lodgings,  and  in  his  prefence,  at  Cape  Francois,  on  Thurfday  the  28th  of 
September  1791.  They  were  broken  on  two  pieces  of  timber  placed  crofswife. 
One  of  them  expired  on  receiving  the  third  ftroke  on  his  ftomach,  each  of  his  legs 
and  arms  having  been  firft  broken  in  twoplaces;  the  firlt  three  blows  he  bore 
without  a  groan.  The  other  had  a  harder  fate.  When  the  executioner,  after 
breaking  his  legs  and  arms,  lifted  up  the  inftrument  to  give  the  linifhing  ftroke  on 
the  breaft,  and  which  (by  putting  the  criminal  out  of  his  pain)  is  called  Is  coup  di 
grace,  the  mob,  with  the  ferocioufnefs  of  cannibals,  ciWtd.  owt  arretez  !  (flop)  and 
compelled  him  to  leave  his  work  unfinifhed.  In  that  condition,  the  miferable 
wretch,  with  his  broken  limbs  doubled  up,  was  put  on  a  cart-wheel,  which  was 
placed  horizontally,  one  end  of  the  axle-tree  being  driven  into  tk«;  earth.  He 
^  fteaied 
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P'        Hitherto,  my  narrative  has  applied  chiefly  to  tranfadlions 
in  the  Northern  province;  I  grieve  to  relate,  that  the  flames  of 
rebellion  foon  began  to  break  forth  alfo  in  the  Weflern  divifion. 
Here,  however,  the  infurgents  were  chiefly  men  of  colour,  of 
whom  upwards  of  two  thoufand  appeared  in  arms  in  the  parifh 
of  Mirebalais.     Being  joined  by  about  fix  hundred  of  the  negro 
flaves,  they  began  their  operations  by  burning  the  coffee  plan- 
tations in  the  mountains  adjacent  to  the  plain  of  Cul-de-Sac. 
Some  detachments  of  the  military  which  were  fent  againft  them 
from  Port  au  Prince  were  repulfed;  and  the  inllirgents  con- 
tinued to  ravage  and  burn  the  country  through  an  extent  of 
thirty  miles,  praftifing   the  fame  excefles   and   ferocious  bar- 
barities towards  fuch  of  the  whites  as  fell  into  their  hands,  as 
were  difplayed  by  the  rebels  in  the  North.     They  had  the 
andacity  at  length  to  approach  Port  au  Prince,  with  intention, 
as  it  was  believed,  to  fet  it  on  fire ;  and  fo  defencelefs  was  the 
(late  of  that  devoted  town,  that  its  defi:ru6tion  feemed  inevit- 
able.    Many  of  the  mulatto  chiefs,  however,  finding  that  their 
attempts  to  gain  over  the  negro  flaves  on  the  fugar  plantations 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  were  not  attended  with  that  fuccefs 
which  they  expelled,  expreflfed  an  unwillingnefs  to  proceed  to 
this  extremity;  declaring  that  they  took  up  arms  not  to  defo- 
late  the  colony,  but  merely  to  fupport  the  national  decree  of 
the  1 5th  of  May,  and  that  they  were  not  averfe  to  a  recon- 
ciliation.    Thefe  fentimcnts  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  M. 
de  Jumecourty  a  planter  of  eminence,  he  undertook  the  office 

feemed  perfedly  fenfible,  but  uttered  not  a  groan.  At  the  end  of  forty  minutes, 
fome  Englifii  feamen,  who  were  fpedators  of  the  tragedy,  ftrangled  him  in 
inercy, 

of 
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of  mediator,  and  through  his  well-timed  and  powerful  Inter-  C 
pofition,  a  truce  or  convention,  called  the  concordat^  was 
agreed  upon  the  nth  of  September,  between  the  free  people 
of  colour,  and  the  white  inhabitants  of  Port  au  Prince,  of 
which  the  chief  provifioijs  were  an  oblivion  of  the  pafr,  and 
tin  engagement  on  the  part  of  the  whites,  to  admit  in  full 
force  the  national  decree  of  the  15th  of  May,  lb  often  men- 
tioned;— certainly  the  oftenfible,  though  perhaps  not  the  fpie 
and  original  caufe  of  the  rebellion*. 

Instructed  by  this  example,  and  foftened,  it  m.ay  be  pre- 
fumed,  by  the  loyal  and  temperate  conduct  of  the  fi'ee  mulat- 
toes  in  the  to\^'n  of  Cape  Francois,  as  before  related,  the  o-e- 
neral  affembly,  by  a  proclamation  of  the  20th  of  Septemiber, 
declared  that  they  would  no  longer  oppofe  the  operation  of  the 
fame  decree.  They  even  went  further,  and  announced  an  in- 
tention to  grant  confiderable  indulgences  towards  fuch  free 
people  of  colour  as  were  not  comprehended  in  it,  mxcanino- 
thofe  who  were  born  of  enflaved  parents.  They  voted  at  the 
fame  time  the  formation  of  certain  free  companies  of  m_uIattoes, 
wherein  the  men  of  colour  of  all  defcriptions,  polTefTed  of 
certain  qualifications,  fhould  be  allowed  to  ferve  as  commif- 
fioned  officers, 

*  It  fliould  alfo  have  been  obferved,  that  the  condemnation  and  execution  of 
Oge  is  pronounced,  in  this  concordat,   "  infamous,  and  to  be  held  in  everl?.fling 
<'  execration."-     Thefe  expreffions  were  literally  copied  from  a  letter  of  Abbe  Gre- 
goirc.     I  am  obliged  to  the  author  of  the  hiftory  of  Europe  in  the  Annual  Regifter 
for  1792  (Rivington's  edit.)  for  reminding  me  of  this  circumftar-ice. 
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These  conceffions,  at  an  earlier  period,  would  have  oper- 
ated with  powerful  etFe6l  in  the  lalvation  of  the  colony;  but  they 
now  came  too  late,  and  produced  only  a  partial  truce,  a  tem- 
porary and  fallacious  ceffation  of  miferies.  The  wounds  that 
had  been  infliaed  were  yet  green  and  bleeding ;  and  the  dark 
and  fullen  paffions  of  difappointed  pride,  anger,  malice,  hatred 
and  revenge,  were  fecretly  burning  in  the  gloomy  minds  of  all 
parties.  The  flames  were  fmothered,  not  extinguiflied ;  fooa 
to  break  out  again,  with  aggravated  violence  and  greater  fury 
than  ever. 
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Of  the  Motives  ivJiich  induced  the  Peopk  of  Colour  to  join  the  re- 
'volted  Negroes — Conduct  of  the  BritiJJi  AJJociation  for  the 
Abolition  of,  the  Slave  'Trade,  and  of  the  Society  in  Paris  called 
Les  Amis  des  Noirs — Letter  from  Abbe  Gregoire  to  the 
People  of 'Colour — Repeal  of  the  Decree  of  the  i  ^th  May  ij()i 
— E feels  of  that  Meafure — Civil  TFar  ivith  the  Mulattoes 
renezved — Port  au  Prince  defrayed  by  Fire — Cruelties  exercifed 
hv  both  Parties — Arrival  at  Cape  FraJicois  of  the  Civil 
Comniifioners, 

"DEFORE  I  proceed  to  a  renewal  of  thofe  diigufting  fcenes  of 
devaftation,  (laughter,  and  ruin,  which  my  duty,  as  a 
faithful  hiftorian,  calls  upon  me  to  decribe  (happv  if  they  ferve 
as  an  imprefli\'e  lelTon  to  other  nations  !)  it  feems  neceflary  to 
remove  fome  difficulties  which  may  poffibly  have  arifen  in  the 
mind  of  the  reader,  concerning  the  original  and  primary  caufe 
of  the  junftion  and  co-operation  offo  large  a  number  of  the  ne- 
gro flaves,  in  this  rebeUion,  with  the  men  of  colour.  That  the 
whole  body  of  the  latter  in  St.  Domingo  had  folid  ground  of 
complaint  and  dififatisfaftion,  cannot  be  denied.  There  is  a 
point  at  which  opprefiion  fometimes  arrives,  when  forbearance 
under  it  ceafes  to  be  a  virtue  ;  and  I  fhould  readily  have  ad- 
mitted that  the  aftu-al  fituation  and  condition  of  the  mulattoes 
in  the  French  iflands  would  have  made  rellftance  a  duty,  if  it 
did  not  appear,  from  what  I  have  already  related,  that  the  re- 
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dreis  of  their  grievances  occupied  the  very  ilril;  deUherations  of 
the  firll:  general  affembly  of  reprefentati\'es  that  ever  met  in 
St.  Domingo.  Certainly,  then,  no  j unification  can  be  offered 
for  thofe  peftilent  reformers,  v\'ho  could  perluade  thefe  unfortu- 
nate people  to  feek  that  relief  by  rebellion  and  maffiicre,  ^\■hich 
v\'as  offered  to  them  hv  the  fupreme  power  of  the  country,  as  a 
fpontaneous  and  voluntary  concelfon  ; — the  homage  of  en- 
lightened reaibn  on  the  altar  of  humanity.  Concerning  the  en- 
fiaved  negroes,  however,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  conducf  oi 
the  whites  towards  them  was  in  general  reprehenfible.  I  be- 
lieve, on  the  whole,  it  was  as  lenient  and  indulgent  as  \^'as  con- 
fifrent  with  their  own  fafety.  It  was  the  mulatto  people  them- 
felves  who  were  the  hard-hearted  taik-mafters  to  the  negroes. 
The  lame  indignities  which  they  received  from  the  whites,  they 
dire6led  without  fcruple  towards  the  blacks;  exercifmg  over 
the  latter  every  fpecies  of  that  oppreifion  which  they  loudly  and 
jufily  complained  of,  when  exerclfed  on  themielves  ;— and  this 
is  a  true  pifture  of  human  nature.  By  what  means,  then,  It 
will  be  afked,  were  the  negroes  induced  to  forget  their  reient- 
ments,  and  join  v/ith  thofe  who  were  the  conllant  objefts  both 
of  their  envy  and  hatred  ? 

In  order  to  reply  to  this  queftion,  v/Ith  as  much  accuracy  and 
precifion  as  the  fubject  will  admits  it  is  necelTary  to  recur  to  the 
prcceedir.gs  of  the  two  aflociations,  of  which  m.ention  was 
made  in  the  Second  Chapter  of  this  Hiflory  ;  namely,  the 
Britifh  affociation  for  the  abolition  of  the  fiave  trade,  which 
held  its  meetings  in  the  Old  Jewry  in  London  ;  and  the  fo- 
eiety  called  Les  Amis  des  Noirs  in  Paris.  A  fnort  review  of 
o  the 
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the  conducl  of  thefe  focleties  will  ierve  not  only  to  lefTen  the  fur- 
prize  which  inav  be  felt  at  the  revolt  of  the  negroes  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, but  alfo  raife  a  confiderable  degree  of  aftonifliment  that 
the  enllaved  negroes  in  the  Britifh  iflands  had  not  given  them 
the  example. 

I  HAVE  obferved,  that  the  fociety  In  London  profeJ]''ed  to 
have  nothing  more  in  view  than  to  ol^tain  an  acl  of  the  legi- 
flature  for  prohibiting  the  further  introduftion  of  African  flaves 
into  the  Britifli  colonies.  I  have  fald,  that  "  they  difclaimed 
"  all  intention  of  interfering  with  the  government  and  condi- 
"  tion  of  the  negroes  already  in  the  plantations  ;  publickly  de- 
"  daring  their  opinion  to  be,  that  a  general  emancipation  of 
"  thofe  people,  in  their  prefent  flate  of  ignorance  and  barba- 
"  rity,  inftead  of  a  bleffing,  would  prove  to  them  the  fource  of 
"  misfortune  and  mifery."  But  although  fuch  were  their 
oftenfible  declarations  as  a  publick  body,  the  leading  members 
of  the  focietv,  in  the  fame  moment,  held  a  very  different 
language  ;  and  even  the  fociety  itfelf  (acling  as  fuch)  purfued  a 
line  of  conducl  direftlv  and  immediately  repugnant  to  their  own 
profeffions,  Befides  ufing  every  poffible  endeavour  to  inflame 
the  publick  of  Great  Britain  againft  the  planters,  they  diftri- 
buted  at  a  prodigious  expence  throughout  the  colonies,  tracts 
and  pamphlets  without  number,  the  direcl:  tendency  ol  VN-hich 
was  to  render  the  white  inhabitants  odious  and  contemptible  in 
the  eyes  of  their  own  flaves,  and  excite  in  the  latter  fuch  ideas 
of  their  natural  rights  and  equality  of  condition,  as  fhould  lead 
them  to  a  creneral  ftrugo-le  for  freedom  throu2;h  rebellion  and 
bloodflied.     In   many   of  thofe    writings,  arguments   are  ex- 

prefsly 
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prefsly  adduced,  in  language  which  cannot  be  mifunderilood,  to 
urge  the  negroes  to  rife  up  and  murder  their  mafters  without 
mercy. — "  Refinance,"  fay  they,  "  is  always  juftifiable  where 
"  force  is  the  fubftitute  of  right :  tior  is  the  comm'ijfion  of  a  cJvd 
"  crime  pojjible  in  a  Jiate  of  Jlavery^  Thefe  fentiments  are  re- 
peated in  a  thoufand  different  forms  ;  and  in  order  that  tiiey 
might  not  lofe  their  effe6l  by  abflrad  reafcning,  a  reverend  di- 
vine of  the  church  of  England,  in  a  pamphlet  addrelTed  to  the 
chairman  or  preiident  of  the  fociety,  pours  forth  the  mofi:  earneft 
prayers,  in  the  mofi:  undifguifed  exprefTions,  that  the  negroes 
would  deftroy  all  the  white  people,  men,  women,  and  children, 
in  the  Weft  Indies  :  "  Should  we  not,  (he  exclaims)  approve 
*'  their  condu6l  in  their  violence  ?  Should  we  not  crown  it  with 
"  eulogium,  if  they  exterminate  their  tyrants  with  fire  and 
*'  fword  !  Should  they  even  deliberately  nfitl  the  mofi  exquiftte 
*'  tortures  on  thofe  tyrants,  ivould  they  not  be  excufable  in  the 
"  moral  judgment  of  thofe  who  properly  value  thofe  inefti- 
*'  mable  bleffings  rational  and  religious  liberty  (a)  V 


Besides  difiributing  pamphlets  of  this  complexion  gratis, 
at  the  doors  of  all  the  churches  and  places  of  worlhip  in  the 
kingdom,  and  throughout  the  colonies,  the  fociety,  orperfons  in 
their  name,  caufed  a  medal  to  be  ftruck,  containing  the  figure 


(a)  This  is  a  fair  extract  from  a  letter  addrefled  to  Granville  Sharp,  Efq;  chair- 
man of  the  fociety  in  the  Old  Jury,  by  the  Reverend  Percival  Stockdale,  A.  M. 
Of  fuch  writers  the  planters  may  well  exclaim.  "  Forgive  ihera,  they  know  n:t  uhat 
"  they  do  /"  The  fame  ejaculation  I  applied  to  the  learned  and  pious  Samuel 
Johnfon,  who  pofTefTed  a  negro  fervant,  and  before  whom  he  frequently  gave  as 
atoailj  "  AJfeedy  rebellion  of  the  negroei  in  Javiaicat  andfuccejs  to  them  .'" 

of 
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of  a  naked  negro,  loaded  with  chains,  and  in  the  attitude  of  im- 
plorino-  mercv  ;  thoufands  of  which  alio  were  difperfed  among 
the  neo-roes  in  each  of  the  fugar  iflands,  for  the  inftriKftion,  I 
prefume,  of  fuch  of  them  as  could  not  read  ;  but,  unhappily, 
this  inflance  of  provident  caution  was  not  requifite;  for  lb  many 
nesiro  domefticks  return  annually  from  Europe  to  the  Wefl: 
Indies,  as  confiantly  furnilh  a  lufficient  number  of  living  in- 
frruclors ;  and  certain  it  is  (I  pronounce  it  from  my  own 
knowledge  refpecling  Jamaica)  that  the  labours  of  the  fociety 
on  their  behalf,  as  well  as  many  of  the  moft  violent  fpeeches  in 
the  Britifli  parliament,  wherein  the  whole  body  of  planters 
were  painted  as  a  herd  of  blood-thirfty  and  remorfelefs  tyrants, 
were  explained  to  the  negro  flaves,  in  terms  well  adapted  to 
their  capacities,  and  fuited,  as  might  have  been  fuppofcd,  to 
their  feelings.  It  will  be  difficult  to  fay  what  other  meafures 
the  Old  Jewry  alTociates  could  have  taken  to  excite  a  rebellion, 
except  that  of  farnifhing  the  objefts  of  their  folicitude  with 
fire  arms  and  ammunition. 

Hitherto,  this  fociety  had  ferved  as  a  model  and  exemplar 
to  that  of  Paris ;  but  a  difpofition  to  ftop  at  half  meafures  confti- 
tutes  no  part  of  the  French  charafter ;  and  the  fociety  of 
Amis  des  Noirs  reforted,  without  fcruple,  to  thofe  meafures 
which  their  fellow  labourers  in  London  ftill  hefitated  to  adopt : 
beginning  with  the  clafs  of  free  mulattoes,  becaule  they 
found  many  of  them  in  France,  who  became  the  willing  in- 
flruments  of  their  purpofes ;  and  who  undertook  to  interpret  to 
the  negroes  in  the  French  colonies  the  wifhes  and  good  inten- 
tions towards  them  of  their  friends   in  the  mother-country. 

Thus 
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Thus  an  opening  was  made  towards  conciliation  and  union  be- 
tween the  two  elaffes.  The  negroes,  believing  that  it  was  onlv 
through  the  agency  of  the  mulattoes,  and  the  conne(!^ions  of 
thofe  people  in  France,  they  could  obtain  a  regular  fupply  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  forgot  or  fulpended. their  ancient  animo- 
fities ;  and  the  men  of  colour,  fenfible  that  nothing  but  the  co- 
operation of  the  enflaved  negroes  (docile,  as  thev  fuppofed 
them  to  be,  from  their  ignorance,  and  irrefiftible  from  their 
numbers)  could  give  fuccefs  to  their  caufe,  courted  them  with 
fuch  affiduity  as  gained  over  at  leaft  nine-tenths  of  all  the 
flaves  in  the  Northern  province  of  St.  Domingo. 

There  feems  however  to  have  been  fome  apprehenfions  en- 
tertained by  the  leading  men  among  the  Ajnis  des  Noirs,  that 
the  decree  of  the  national  aflembly  of  the  15th  of  May,  con- 
fined as  the  benefits  of  it  were  to  the  people  of  colour  exclu- 
fively,  (and  of  thofe,  to  fuch  only  as  were  born  of  free  parents) 
might  give  rife  to  jealouiies  and  fufpicions,  deflru6tiA'e  of  that 
unanimity  between  the  different  clafles,  the  maintenance  of 
which  was  an  object  of  the  lafi:  importance.  To  obviate  any 
mifapprehenfions  on  this  account,  as  well  as  to  keep  the  mu- 
lattoes firm  to  their  purpofe,  the  Abbe  Gregoire  wrote  and  pub- 
liflied  his  celebrated  circular  letter  ; — a  performance  which,  if 
the  intentions  of  the  writer  had  beefl  as  pure  as  his  expreflions  are 
eloquent,  would  have  refle£led  luftre  on  his  abilities  fbj.  What 
effect  this  diftinguiflied  piece  of  oratory  may  have  had  on  the 
rugged   and  unenlightened  minds  of  favage  people,    I  pretend 

(b)  The  reader  will  find  a  tranflation  of  this  letter  at  the  end  of  the  prefent 
Chapter. 

not 
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not  to  afcertain.    It  is  certain,  that  the  Abbe  Grcffoire  was  con-    CHAP 
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fidered  by  the  negroes  in  St.  Domingo  as  their  great  advocate 

and  patron  ;  a  fort  of  guardian  angel  or  tutelary  deity  ;  of  the 

good  elfefts   of   whofe    bene\"oIent    interpoiition    and  friendly 

offices  their  mafters  unjuftly  deprived  them,  and  on  whofe  fup- 

port  and  aifiilance  they  might  confidently  rely,  in  the  attempt, 

through  rebellion  and  murder,  to  obtain  juftice  for  themfelves. 

Both  clalTes  of  people  being  thus  inftrutled  and  prepared, 
the  decree  of  the  15th  of  INIay  was  the  fignal  of  revolt,  the 
warhoop  of  maffacre.  From  the  clamour  which  it  excited 
amongft  all  orders  of  the  whites  in  St.  Domingo  (the  lower 
claffes  efpecially)  the  peoj)le  of  colour,  as  I  have  fhewn,  had 
reafon  to  apprehend  that  mifchiefs  of  an  extenfive  and  alarming 
nature  were  meditated  againft  them.  Thev  were  thus  fur- 
nifned  with  a  plaufible,  and,  had  they  meant  to  have  a.6ted 
fblely  on  the  defeniive,  a  jufrihable  caufe  for  reforting  to  arms  ; 
but,  unhappily,  the  ftrong  tide  of  popular  prejudice  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  mother-countrv  againft  the  planters,  and  the  great 
majority  which  ^oted  for  the  fatal  decree  in  the  national 
aflembly,  were  circumftances  that  inipired  them  with  fo  dan- 
gerous a  confidence  in  their  own  refources,  as  overpowered  all 
confiderations  of  prudence,  policy,  and  humanity. 

It  muft  be  confidered,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  enflaved 
negroes  (ignorant  and  depreffed  as  we  fuppofe  them  to  be) 
could  not  poffibly  be  unobfervant  of  thefe  combined  and  concur- 
ring circumftances.  They  beheld  the  coloured  people  in  open 
hoftility  againft  the  whites.  They  were  allured,  that  the 
former  had  the  fuUeft  fapport  and  encouragement  from  the  fu- 
VoL.  III.  Q  ^  preme 
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CHAP,  preme  legiflature  of  the  mother-country.  They  were  taught  to 
heheve,  that  themfelves  alfo  were  become  the  obje61s  of  the 
paternal  foHcitude  of  the  king  and  the  national  aflembly,  who 
wifhed  to  refcue  them  from  the  dominion  of  their  mafters,  and 
inveft  them  with  their  eftates.  It  appeared  from  indifputable 
evidence,  that  afiurances  of  this  nature  were  held  out  to  the 
enflaved  negroes  ; — afiurances  which  could  not  but  excite  their 
attention,  awaken  their  faculties,  and  roufe  them  to  aftion. 
Whoever  fhall  calmly  deliberate  on  thefe,  and  the  other  fads 
that  have  been  ftated,  will  find  no  difficulty  in  accounting  for 
the  dreadful  extent  of  this  infurreftion  ;  or  in  affignino-  it  to  its 
proper  caufe,  and  tracing  to  the  fountain-head  thofe  rivers  of 
blood  which  ftill  continue  to  flow  in  this  unfortunate  and 
devoted  colony  (c)  ! 


But  it  is  now  time  to  advert  to  the  proceedings  which  oc- 
curred in  France,    where  we  left  Gregoire,  La  Fayette,  Robe- 

fpierre, 

(c)  In  September  1791,  when  the  Author  was  at  Cape  Francois,  he  dined  with  a 
large  company  on  board  the  frigate  la  Prudent e,  commanded  by  Monf.  Joyeu/e  (at 
prefent  a  diftinguiftied  admiral  in  the  fervice  of  the  new  republick,  by  the  name  of 
Villaret)  when,  in  the  midft  of  the  entertainment,  a  loud  exclamation  from  the  crew 
announced  that  the  gunner  was  returned.  This  man,  who  had  been  milling  fome 
weeks,  was  immediately  brought  forward,  and  gave  the  following  account  of  the 
ciiufe  of  his  abfence.  He  faid  that,  having  gone  on  fhore,  to  colled  green  meat  for 
the  pigs,  he  was  furrounded  by  the  rebel  negroes,  who  were  about  puttino-  him  to 
death,  when  Jean  Francois,  the  chief,  finding  chat  he  was  an  officer  in  the  king's 
fervice,  ordered  that  his  life  fliould  be  fpared,  alledging  that  the  king  %vas  their  friend. 
They  detained  him  however  as  a  prifoner,  and  compelled  him  to  load  and  point  their 
artillery  in  the  attack  at  M,  Gallifet's  plantation  before-mentioned.  On  the  de- 
teat  of  the  rebels  in  that  engagement,  he  fortunately  made  his  efcape  from  them. 
Some  of  the  fhocking  enormities  and  cruelties  inflided  by  the  rebels  on  their  white 
prifoners,  as  related  in  the  preceding  pages,  were  committed  in  this  man's  prefencc. 
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f^ierre,  and  the  reft  of  the  fociety  of  Amis  des  Noirs,  exulthig 
in  the  triumph  they  had  obtained  on  the  15th  of  May  ;  and 
perhaps  waiting,  in  the  ardent  hope  and  expedation,  that  their 
obnoxious  decree  of  that  date,  would  produce  thofe  very  evils 
which  adually  refulted  from  it.  It  was  not  until  the  beginning 
of  September  that  information  arrived  at  Paris  concerning  the 
reception  which  the  account  of  this  decree  had  met  with  in  St. 
Domingo.  The  tumults,  diforders,  and  confufions  that  it 
produced  there,  were  now  reprefented  in  the  ftrongeft  colour- 
ing, and  the  lofs  of  the  colony  to  France  was  univerfally  appre- 
hended. At  this  time,  however,  no  fufpicion  was  entertained 
concerning  the  enflaved  negroes  ;  but  a  civil  war,  between  the 
whites  and  the  mulattoes,  w^as  believed  to  be  inevitable.  The 
commercial  and  manufa61uring  towns,  prediding  the  ruin  of 
their  trade  and  fiiipping,  and  the  lofs  of  their  capitals  from 
exifting  dangers,  prefented  remonftrances  and  petitions  to  the 
national  aflembly,  urging  the  neceffity  of  an  immediate  repeal 
of  all  the  decrees  by  which  the  rights  of  the  planters  were  in- 
vaded ;  that  of  the  15th  of  May  efpecially.  The  conftituent 
national  aflembly  was  now  on  the  point  of  diffolution,  and  per- 
haps wiflied  to  leave  every  thing  in  peace.  At  the  fame  time 
the  tide  of  popular  prejudice,  which  had  hitherto  ran  with 
fuch  violence  againft  the  colonifts,  was  beginning  to  turn. 
Moft  of  thofe  members  whofe  opinions  in  colonial  concerns,  a 
few  months  before,  had  guided  the  deliberations  of  the  national 
affembly,  were  now  either  filently  difregarded,  or  treated  with 
outrage  ; — a  ftrong  and  ftriking  proof  of  the  lightnefs  and  ver- 
fatility  of  the  French  charafter.  At  length,  a  motion  was 
made  to  annul  the  obnoxious  decree,  and  (ftrange  to  tell  !)  on 
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CHAP,  the  24th  of  September  its  repeal  was  a61:ually  voted  by  a  large 
majority  ! — At  this  remarkable  change  of  fentiment  in  the  fu- 
prerae  legiflature,  it  is  necefTary  to  paufe,  and  remind  the  reader 
of  what  was  doing  at  the  fame  time  in  St.  Domingo  ;  where  as 
we  have  feen,  on  the  i  ith  of  that  very  rnonth,  the  concordat,  or 
truce,  took  place  between  the  people  of  colour  and  the  white 
inhabitants  of  Port  au  Prince  ;  and  on  the  20th,  the  colonial 
afTembly  at  Cape  Francois  publifhed  the  proclamation  men- 
tioned in  the  latter  part  of  the  preceding  Chapter.  Thus, 
almoft  in  the  very  moment  when  the  juftice  and  neceffity  of  the 
decree  were  acknowledged,  and  its  faithful  obfervance  promifed, 
by  the  colonial  afTembly,  its  repeal  was  pronounced  by  the  na- 
tional legiflature  in  the  mother-country  ! 


To  fuch  repugnancy  and  abfurdity  muft  every  government 
be  driven  that  attempts  to  regulate  and  direcl  the  local  con- 
cerns of  a  country  three  thoufand  miles  diftant.  Of  the  twa 
meafures  that  have  been  mentioned,  it  is  difficult  to  fay  which 
produced  the  greatefl  calamities;  the  decree  of  the  15th  of 
INIay  in  the  firft  inftance  ;  or  its  unexj)e61ed  repeal,  at  the  time 
and  in  the  manner  related  !  Doubts  had  already  arifen  in  the 
minds  of  the  mulattoes  concerning  the  fincerity  and  good  faith 
of  the  white  people,  with  rcfpeft  to  the  concordat.  Their  luf- 
picions  and  apprehenl: ons  had  indeed  grown  to  fuch  a  height, 
as  to  induce  them  to  infill;  on  a  renewal  and  confirmation  of  its 
provifions  ;  which  were  accordingly  granted  them,  by  a  new  in- 
ftrument,  or  treaty,  of  the  iith  of  O6iober,  and  a  fupplemen- 
tary  agreement  of  the  20th  of  the  fame  month  :  but  no  fooner 
was  authentick  information  received  of  the  proceedings  in 
tc^  France, 
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France,  in  the  repeal  of  the  decree,  than  all  trufi  and  confidence, 
and  every  hope  of  reconciliation  and  amity  between  the  two 
claffes,  vanifhed  for  ever.  It  was  not  poffible  to  perfuade  the 
mulattoes  that  the  planters  in  the  colony  were  innocent,  and 
ignorant  of  the  tranfaction.  They  accufed  the  whites  of  the 
moft  horrid  duplicity,  faithlefsnefs  and  treachery  ;  and  pub- 
lickly  declared  that  one  party  or  the  other,  themfelves  or  the 
whites,  mufh  be  utterly  deftroyed  and  exterminated ; — There 
was  no  longer,  they  faid,  an  alternative. 

Ix  this  difpofition,  exafperated  to  frenzy,  the  coloured  people 

throughout  the  Wefrern  and  Southern  provinces  flew  to  arms. 

In  the  Southern  province,   a  body  of  them  became  mafters  of 

Port  St.  Louis  ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  Port-au-Prince  havino- 

o 

been  reinforced,  a  fhort  time  before,  bv  the  arrival  of  fome 
troops  from  Europe,  were  better  prepared,  and  drove  the  re- 
volters  from  the  city  with  great  ilaughter.  They  took  poft  in 
the  parifh  of  Croix  des  Bouquets  ;  but  found  means,  ho\^'ever5 
before  their  retreat,  to  fet  fire  to  the  city,  and  a  dreadful  confla- 
gration enfued,  in  which  more  than  one-third  of  the  buildings 
were  confumed. 

Open  war,  and  war  in  all  its  horrors,  was  now  renewed. 
All  the  foft  workings  of  humanity — what  our  2:reat  dramatick 
poet  calls  the  compun&ious  vifitings  of  nature — were  now-  ab= 
forbed  in  the  raging  and  infatiable  thirft  of  re\eno-e,  which  in- 
flamed each  clafs  alike.  It  was  no  longer  a  contefl:  for  mere 
viclory,  but  a  diabolical  emulation  which  party  could  inflicl  the 
moft  abominable  cruelties  on  the  other.     The  enflaved  negroes 

in 
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P.  in  the  dillricl  called  Cul-de-Sac  having  joined  the  m-ulattoes,  a 
_j  bloody  engagement  took  place,  in  which  the  negroes,  being 
ranged  in  front,  and  aCling  without  any  kind  of  difcipline,  left 
two  thoufand  of  their  number  dead  on  the  field.  Of  the  mu- 
lattoes  about  fifty  were  killed,  and  feveral  taken  prifoners.  The 
whites  claimed  the  viftory  ;  but  for  want  of  cavalry  were 
unable  to  improve  it  by  apurfuit,  and  contented  themfelves  with 
fatiating  their  revenge  on  their  captives.  Every  refinement 
in  cruelty  that  the  mofi:  depraved  imagination  could  fuggefl:, 
was  praclifed  on  the  perfons  of  thofe  wretched  men.  One  of 
the  mulatto  leaders  was  unhappily  among  the  number  :  him  the 
viftors  placed  on  an  elevated  feat  in  a  cart,  and  fecured  him  in 
it  by  driving  large  fi)iked  nails  through  his  feet  into  the  boards. 
In  this  condition  he  was  led  a  milerable  fjjeftacle  through  the 
cit^■.  His  bones  were  afterwards  broken,  and  he  was  then 
thrown  alive  into  the  flames  ! 


The  mulattoes  fcorned  to  be  outdone  in  deeds  of  ven- 
o;eauce,  and  atrocities  fliameful  to  humanity.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Jeremie  a  body  of  them  attacked  the  houfe  of 
]M.  Sejourne,  and  fecured  the  perfons  both  of  him  and  his  wife. 
This  unfortunate  woman  (my  hand  trembles  while  I  write  !) 
was  far  advanced  in  her  pregnancy.  The  monfters,  whofe 
prifoner  flie  wd^s,  having  firft  murdered  lier  hufband  in  her 
prefence,  ripped  her  up  alive,  and  threw  the  infant  to  the 
hogs. — They  then  (how  fhall  I  relate  it!)  fewed  up  the  head 

of  the  murdered  hufband  in ! !  ! — -Such  are  thy  triumphs, 

philanthropy. 


With 
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With  thefe  enormities  terminated  the  difaftrous  year  1791. 
Jufl:  before  ChrifLmas  the  three  civil  commiffioners  nominated 
by  the  national  affembly  for  St.  Domingo,  arrived  at  Cape 
Francois.  Much  was  expeaed  from  their  appointment  by  the 
friends  of  peace  and  good  order  ;  but  the  fequel  will  fhew 
that  they  effe6led  very  little  towards  refloring  the  peace  of  the 
country. 
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TranJIatlon  of  the  Letter  o/'Abbe  Gregoire,  BiJJiop  of  the  De- 
partment of  Loire  and  CJier,  Deputy  of  the  National  Afembly, 
to  tlie  Citizens  of  Colour  in  the  French  IVeJi  Indies^  concerning 
the  Decree  of  the  1  ^th  of  May  1791. 

"  FRIENDS  ! 

*'  Y^U  ix-'ere  MEN;— you  are  now  CITIZENS. 
Reinftated  in  the  fulnefs  of  your  rights,  you  will, 
in  future,  participate  of  the  fovereignty  of  the  people.  The 
decree  which  the  national  affembly  has  jufl  publifhed  refpeclino- 
you,  is  not  a  farceur ;  for  a  favour  is  a  privilege :  and  a  privi- 
lege  to  one  clafs  of  people  is  an  injury  to  all  the  reft.— They 
are  words  which  will  no  longer  difgrace  the  laws  of  the 
French. 

"  In  fecuring  to  you  the  exercife  of  your  poHtical  rights,  we 
have  acquitted  ourfelves  of  a  debt :— not  to  have  paid  it",  would 
have  been  a  crime  on  our  part,  and  a  difgrace  to  the  conflitution. 

The 
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C  fl  A  P,  The  lecrlflators  of  a  free  nation  certainly  could  not  do  lefs  for 
•        you  than  our  ancient  defpots  -have  done. 
1 79 1.  "It  is  now  above  a  century  ago  that  Louis  XIV  folemnly  ac=i 

knowledged  and  proclaimed  your  rights ;  but  of  this  facred  in- 
heritance you  have  been  defrauded  by  pride  and  avarice,  which 
have  gradually  increafed  your  burthens,  and  embittered  your 
exiftence. 

"  The  regeneration  of  the  French  empire  opened  your  hearts 
to  hope,  v/hofe  cheering  influence  has  alleviated  the  weight  of 
vour  miferies  :  miferies  of  which  the  people  of  Europe  had  no 
idea.  "While  the  white  planters  relident  among  us  were  loud  in 
their  complaints  againfi:  m'mijlerial  tyranny,  they  took  efpecial 
care  to  be  filent  as  to  their  oxvn.  Not  a  hint  was  fuggefted  con- 
cerning the  complaints  of  the  unhappy  people  of  mixed  blood  ; 
who,  notwithftanding,  are  their  own  children.  It  is  zov,  who, 
at  the  diftance  of  two  thoufand  leagues  from  you,  have  been  con- 
ftrained  to  proteft  thofe  children  againfi  the  negleft,  the  con- 
tempt, the  unnatural  cruelty  of  their  fathers  ! 

*'  But  it  is  in  vain  that  they  have  endeavoured  to  fup- 
prefs  the  juftice  of  your  claims.  Your  groans,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  extent  of  the  ocean  which  feparates  us,  have 
reached  the  hearts  of  t^e  European  Frenchmen  ; — for  they  have 
hearts, 

"  God  Almighty  comprehends  all  men  in  the  circle  of  his 
mercy.  His  love  makes  no  diftindion  between  them,  but 
what  arifes  from  the  different  degrees  of  their  virtues.  Can  laws 
then,  which  ought  to  be  an  emanation  of  eternal  juftice,  en- 
courage lb  culpable  a  partiality  ?  Can  that  government,  whofe 
duty  it  is  to  proted  alike  all  the  members  of  the  fame  great 

family, 
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family,  be  the  mother  of  one  branch,  and  the  ftep-mother  only 
of  the  others  ? 

"  No,  gentlemen  :— you  could  not  efcape  the  folicitude  of 
the  national  aflembly.  In  unfolding  to  the  eyes  of  the  univerfe 
the  great  charter  of  nature,  your  titles  were  traced.  An  attempt 
had  indeed  been  made  to  expunge  them  ;  but  happily  they  are 
written  in  charaders  as  indelible  as  the  facred  image  of  the 
Deity,  which  is  graven  on  your  countenances. 

"  Already  had  the  national  alTembly,  in  the  inftrudions 
which  it  prepared  for  the  government  of  the  colonies,  on  the 
28th  of  March  1790,  comprized  both  the  whites  and  people  of 
colour  under  on-e  common  denomination.  Your  enemies,  in  afTert- 
ing  the  contrary,  have  publiflied  a  falfehood.  It  is  inconteftibly 
true,  that  when  I  demanded  you  fhould  be  exprefsly  named,  a 
great  member  of  members,  among  whom  were  feveral  planters, 
eagerly  exclaimed,  that  you  were  already  comprehended  under 
the  general  words  contained  in  thofe  inflrudions.  M.  Barnave 
hmifelf,  upon  my  repeated  appeals  to  him  on  that  head,  has  at 
length  acknowledged,  before  the  whole  aflembly,  that  this  was 
the  fa61:.  It  now  appears  how  much  reafon  I  had  to  appre- 
hend that  a  falfe  conftruftion  would  be  put  upon  our  decree  !. 

"  New  oppredions  on  the  part  of  your  mafters,  and  new  ml- 
feries  on  yours,  until  at  length  the  cup  of  affliaion  is  filled  even 
to  the  brim,  have  but  too  well  juftified  my  apprehenfions.  The 
letters  which  I  have  received  from  you  upon  this  head,  have 
forced  tears  from  my  eyes.  Pofterity  will  learn,  withaftonifhment 
and  indignation,  that  a  caufe  like  yours,  the  juflice  of  which  is 
fo  evident,  was  made  the  fubjed  of  debate  for  no  lefs  than  five 
days  fucceffively.     Alas  !  when  humanity  is  obliged  to  ilruo-de 
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fo   long  againft  vanity    and    prejudice,    its   triumph  is  dearly 
obtained  ! 

"  It  is  a  long  time  that  the  fociety  of  Amis  des  Noirs  have 
employed  themfelves  in  finding  out  the  means  to  Ibften  your  lot 
as  well  as  that  of  the  {laves.  It  is  difficult- — perhaps  impof- 
£ble — to  do  good  with  entire  impunity.  The  meritorious  zeal 
of  this  fociety  has  drawn  upon  them  much  obloquy.  Defpica- 
ble  writers  have  lanced  their  poifonous  lliafts  at  them,  and  im- 
pudent libels  have  never  ceafed  to  repeat  objedions  and  calum- 
'  nies,  which  have  been  a  hundred  times  anfwered  and  refuted. 
How  often  have  we  been  accufed  of  being  fold  to  the  Englifli, 
and  of  being  paid  by  them  for  fending  you  inflammatory  writings 
and  arms  ?  You  know,  my  friends,  the  weaknefs  and  wicked- 
nefs  of  thefe  charges.  We  have  inceifantly  recommended  to 
you  attachment  to  your  country,  refignation  and  patience,  while 
waiting  the  return  of  juflice  !  Nothing  has  been  able  to  cool 
our  zeal,  or  that  of  your  brethren  of  mixed  blood  who  are  at 
Paris.  M.  Raimond,  in  particular,  has  devoted  himfelf  moil: 
heroically  to  your  defence.  With  what  tranfport  would  you 
Iiave  feen  this  diflinguifhed  citizen,  at  the  bar  of  the  national 
afTembly  (of  which  he  ought  to  be  a  member)  laying  before  it 
the  afFeding  pidure  of  your  miferies,  and  ilrenuoufly  claiming 
your  rights  !  If  that  aflembly  had  facrificed  them,  it  would  have 
tarnifhed  its  glory.  It  was  its  duty  to  decree  with  juftice,  to  ex- 
plain itfelf  clearly,  and  caufe  its  laws  to  be  executed  with 
firmnefs :  it  has  done  fo ;  and  if  (which  God  forbid  !)  fome 
event,  hidden  in  the  womb  of  futurity,  fhould  tear  our  colonies 
from  us,  would  it  not  be  better  to  have  a  lofs  to  deplore,  than  an 
injuflice  to  reproach  ourfelves  with  ? 

2  «V  Citizens! 
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*'  Citizens  I  raiie  once  more  your  humiliated  countenances, 
and  to  the  dignity  of  men,  affociate  the  courage  and  noblenefs 
of  a  free  people.  The  15th  of  May,  the  day  in  which  you  re- 
covered your  rights,  ought  to  be  for  ever  memorable  to  you  and 
to  your  children.  This  epoch  will  periodically  awaken  in  you 
fentiments  of  gratitude  towards  tlie  Supreme  Being  ;  and  may 
your  accents  afcend  to  the  vault  of  heaven,  towards  which  your 
grateful  hands  will  be  extended  !  At  length  vou  have  a  country. 
Hereafter  you  will  fee  nothing  above  vou  but  the  law  ;  while 
the  opportunity  of  concurring  in  the  framing  it,  will  allure  to 
you  that  indefeafible  right  of  all  mankind,  the  right  of  obeying 
}'Ourlelves  only. 

"  You  have  a  country  :  and  it  will  no  longer  be  a  land  of 
exile,  where  you  meet  none  but  tyrants  on  the  one  hand,  and 
companions  in  misfortune  on  the  other ;  the  former  diftribut- 
ing,  and  the  latter  receiving,  contempt  and  outrage.  The 
groans  of  your  afflictions  were  puniihed  as  the  clamours  of  re- 
belhon  ;  and  fituated  between  the  uplifted  poinard,  and  certain 
death,  thofe  unhappy  countries  were  often  moiftened  with  your 
tears,  and  fometimes  ftained  with  your  blood. 

*'  You  have  a  country:  and  happinefs  will  fliine  on  the  feat 
of  your  nativity.  You  will  now  enjoy  in  peace  the  fruits  of 
the  fields  which  you  have  cultivated  without  compulfion.  Then 
will  be  filled  up  that  interval,  which,  placing  at  an  immenfe 
diftance  from  each  other,  the  children  of  the  fame  father,  has 
fuj:)preired  the  voice  of  nature,  and  broke  the  bands  of  fraternity 
Blunder.  Then  will  the  chafte  enjoyments  of  conjugal  union 
take  place  of  thofe  vile  fallies  of  debauchery,  by  which  the  ma- 
jefiy  of  moral  fentiment   has  been  infulted.     By  what  ftrange 
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perverlion  of  reafbn  can  It  be  deemed  dlfgraceful  in  a  white 
man  to  marry  a  black  or  mulatto  woman,  when  it  is  not 
thought  diihonourable  in  him  to  be  conne^ied  with  her  in  the 
moft  licentious  familiarity  ! 

"  The  lefs  real  worth  a  man  pofTefles,  the  more  he  feeks  t^ 
avail  hmnfelf  of  the  appearances  of  virtue.  What  can  be  more 
abfurd  than  to  make  the  merit  of  a  perfon  to  conlifl:  in  different 
fhades  of  the  fkin,  or  in  a  complexion  more  or  lefs  fallow  ? 
The   man  who  thinks  at  all  muft  fometimes   blufli  at  beino-  a 

O 

man,  when  he  fees  his  fellow-creatures  blinded  by  fuch  ridi- 
culous prejudices  ;  but  as,  unfortunately,  pride  is  one  of  thofe 
failings  we  moft  unwillingly  part  with,  the  empire  of  prejudice 
is  the  moft  difficult  to  fubvert :  man  appears  to  be  unable  to 
arrive  at  truth,  until  he  has  exhaufted  his  ftreng-th  in  travelling 
through  the  different  paths  of  error. 

"  This  prejudice  againfl:  the  mulattoes  and  negroes  has  how- 
ever no  exigence  in  our  Eaflern  colonies.  Nothing  can  be 
more  affefting  than  the  eulogium  made  on  the  people  of  colour 
by  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  world,  in  the  inftrudions 
given  by  them,  to  thofe  they  have  appointed  their  deputies  to 
the  national  aflembly.  The  members  of  the  academy  of 
fciences  pride  themfelves  in  reckoning  a  mulatto  of  the  Ifle  of 
France  in  the  number  of  their  correfpondents.  Among  our- 
felves,  a  worthy  negro  is  a  fuperior  officer  of  the  diftrid  of 
St.  Hypolite,  in  the  department  of  Card.  We  do  not  con- 
ceive that  a  difference  of  colour  can  be  the  foundation  of  dif- 
ferent rights  among  members  of  the  fame  political  fociety.  Ft 
is  therefore  we  find  no  fuch  defpicable  pride  among  our  brave 
national  guards,  who  offer  themfelves  to  embark  for  the  W^cft 

Indies 
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Indies  to  Infure  the  execution  of  our  decrees.  Perfectlv  con- 
curring in  the  laudable  ientiments  manifefted  bv  the  inhabitants 
of  Bourdeaux,  thev  acknowledge  with  them,  that  the  decree  re- 
fpe6ring  the  people  of  colour,  framed  under  the  aufpices  of  pru- 
dence and  wiidom,  is  an  homage  rendered  to  realbn  and 
juilice.  ^\  hile  the  deputies  from  the  colonies  ha^"e  endeavoured 
to  calumniate  vour  intentions,  and  thofe  of  the  mercantile  part 
€»i  the  nation,  the  conduct  of  thofe  deputies  is  perfecrly  contra- 
diciorv.     Ardently  folicitins:  their  own  admiffion  amono  us  at 

o-   —         ^  o 

Verfailles  ;  fwearing  with  us  in  the  Tennis  Court  not  to  fepa- 
rate  from  us,  until  the  conftitution  fhould  be  eftabliflied,  and 
"then  declaring,  when  the  decree  of  the  15th  of  Mav  was  palled, 
that  they  could  no  longer  continue  to  lit  with  us  !  This  de- 
fertion  is  a  defertion  of  their  principles,  and  a  breach  of  their 
fblenrm  oaths. 

"  All  thofe  white  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  who  are 
worthy  the  name  of  Frenchmen,  have  haflened  to  abjure  fuch 
ridiculous  prejudices,  and  have  promifed  to  regard  you  in  future 
as  brothers  and  friends.  With  what  delightful  fenfations  do 
we  cite   the  words  of  the  citizens  of  Jacmel  :    '  We  fwear  to 

*  obey,  without  referve,  the  decrees  of  the   national   afTembly 

*  xeipeding  our  prefent  and  future  conflitution,  and  even  fuch 

*  of  them  as  may  fubflantially  change  it!'  The  citizens  of 
Port  au  Prince  tell  the  national  afTembly  the  fame  thing,  In  dif- 
ferent words :     '  Condefcend,  gentlemen,'   fay  they,  '  to    re- 

*  ceive  the  oath  which  the  municipality  has  taken  to  you,  in  the 
'  name  of  the  commons  of  Port  an  Prince,  pun6kially  to  obey 

*  and  execute  all  your  decrees,  and  never  to  fwerve  from  them 
'  in  any  refpeft  w^hatfoever.' 

«  Thus 
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"  Thus  has  philofophy  enlarged  its  horizon  in  the  new 
^'i'orld,  anrj.  foon  will  abfurd  prejudices  have  no  other  fupporters 
than  a  few  inferior  tyrants,  who  wifli  to  perpetuate  in  Ame- 
rica, the  reign  of  that  defi^otifm  which  has  been  abolifhed  in 
France. 

"  What  ^vould  thefe  men  have  faid,  if  the  people  of  colour 
had  endeavoured  to  deprive  the  whites  of  t/ieir  political  advan- 
tages ?  With  what  enevgs'  would  they  not  have  exclaimed  at 
fuch  an  oppreffion  !  Inflamed  into  madnefs  at  finding  that  your 
rights  have  been  pointed  out  to  you,  their  irritated  pride  may 
perhaps  lead  them  to  make  every  effort  to  render  our  decrees 
ineffeftual.  They  will  probably  endeavour  to  raife  fuch  dif^ 
turbances,  as,  by  wrefting  the  colonies  from  the  mother-country, 
will  enable  them  to  defraud  their  creditors  of  their  juft  debts. 
They  have  incelTantly  alarmed  us  with  threats  that  St.  Dom-ingo 
will  be  loft,  if  juftice  be  rendered  to  you.  In  this  aflertlon  we 
have  found  nothing  but  falfehood  :  we  pleafe  ourfelves  in  the 
belief,  that  our  decree  will  draw  the  bands  ftiil  clofer  which 
unite  you  to  the  mother  country.  Your  patriotifm,  yoiu"  inte- 
reft,  and  your  atteftions,  will  concur  in  inducing  you  to  confine 
your  commercial  conne(51ions  to  France  only  ;  and  the  recipro- 
cal tributes  of  induftry  will  eftablifh  between  her  and  her  colo- 
nies a  conftant  interchange  of  riches  and  good  offices.  If  you 
acl  unfaithfully  towards  France,  you  will  be  the  bafeft  and  mofl 
abandoned  of  the  human  race.  But  no  !  orenerous  citizens,  vou 
will  not  become  traitors  to  your  country  :  you  fliudder  at  the 
idea.  Rallied,  with  all  other  good  Frenchmen,  around  the 
ftandard  of  liberty,  you  ^^'ill  defend  our  glorious  conll:itution» 
The  day  Ihall  'arrive,  when  the  reprefentati\es  of  the  j^eople 
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of  colour  -will  crofs  the  ocean   to  take  their  feats  with  us,  and    C  H  A  P. 
fvvear  to  live  and   die  under  our  laws.     The  dav  fhall  arrive  ^" 

among  you  when  the  iun  will  fhine  on  none  but  freemen  ; 
when  the  rays  of  light  ihall  no  longer  fall  on  the  fetters  of 
flavery.  It  is  true,  the  national  affembly  has  not  vet  raifed 
the  condition  of  the  enflaved  negroes  to  a  level  with  your 
fituation ;  becaufe  fuddenly  granting  the  rights,  to  thofe 
who  are  ignorant  of  the  duties  of  citizens,  might  perhaps  have 
been  a  fatal  prefent  to  them  :  but  forget  not.  that  thev,  like 
yourfelves,  are  born  to  freedom  and  perfeft  equality.  It  is  in 
the  irreiiflible  courfe  of  things  that  all  nations,  whofe  liberty 
has  been  invaded,  fhall  recover  that  precious  portion  of  their  in- 
defealible  inheritance  ] 

"  You  are  accufed  of  treating  you  flaves  much  worfe  than 
the  whites :  but,  alas  !  fo  various  have  been  the  detradions 
with  which  you  have  been  afperfed,  that  it  would  be  weak- 
nefs  in  us  to  credit  the  charge.  If,  however,  there  be  any 
foundation  for  what  has  been  advanced  on  this  head,  fo  conduft 
yourfelves  in  future  as  to  prove  it  will  be  a  fhameful  calumny 
hereafter. 

*'  Your  opprefTors  have  heretofore  endeavoured  to  hide  from 
their  (laves  the  light  of  chriflianity,  becaufe  the  religion  of 
mildnefs,  equality,  and  liberty,  fuits  not  with  fuch  blood- 
thirty  men.  May  your  conducl  be  the  reverfe  of  i/ieirs, 
Univerfal  love  is  the  language  of  the  gofpel  ;  your  paflors 
will  make  it  heard  among  you.  Open  your  hearts  to  receive 
this  divine  fyfliem  of  morality.  We  ha\e  mitigated  jotrr  mis- 
fortunes ;  alleviate,  on  your  part,  thofe  of  the  unhappy  viclims 
of  avarice,   who  moiften  your   fields  with   their  fweat,    and 

often 
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often  with  their  tears.  Let  the  exigence  of  your  {laves  be 
no  longer  their  torment ;  but  by  your  kind  treatment  of  them, 
expiate  the  crimes  of  Europe  ! 

*'  By  leading  them  on  progreffively  to  liberty,  you  will  fulfil 
a  duty  ;  you  will  prepare  for  yourfelves  the  moil  comfortable 
refledions  :  you  \\'ill  do  honour  to  humanity,  and  infure  the 
profperity  of  the  colonies.  Such  will  be  your  condud  to- 
wards your  brethren,  the  negroes ;  but  what  ought  it  to  be 
towards  your  fathers,  the  whites  ?  Doubtlefs  you  will  be 
permitted  to  fhed  tears  over  the  afhes  of  Ferrand  de  Baudiere^ 
and  the  unfortunate  Oge,  aflaffuiated  under  the  forms  of  law, 
and  dying  on  the  wheel  for  having  wifhed  to  be  free  !  But 
may  he  among  you  perifh,  who  fhall  dare  to  entertain  an 
idea  of  revenge  againft  your  perfecutors  !  They  are  alreadv 
delivered  over  to  the  ftings  of  their  own  confciences,  and 
covered  with  eternal  infamy.  The  abhorrence  in  which  thev 
are  held  by  the  preient  race  of  minkind,  only  precedes  the 
execration  of  poilerity.  Bury  then  in  eternal  oblivion  every 
lentiment  of  hatred,  and  tafte  the  delicious  pleafure  of  con- 
ferring benefits  on  your  oppreflbrs.  Reprefs  even  too  marked 
expreffions  of  your  joy,  which,  in  caufing  them  to  refleft  on 
their  own  injuftice  towards  you,  will  make  their  reraorfe  flill 
more  pungent. 

"  Strictly  obedient  to  the  laws,  teach  your  children  to  re- 
fpe6l  them.  By  a  careful  education,  inftrud  them  in  all  the 
duties  of  morality  ;  fo  fhall  you  prepare  for  the  fucceeding  ge- 
neration, virtuous  citizens,  honourable  men,  enlightened  patriots, 
and  defenders  of  their  country  ! 

"  How  will  their  hearts  be  afFeded  when.  condu61ing  them 

to 
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to  your  fliores,  you  direfl  their  looks  towards  France,  telling 
them,    *  beyond  thofe  feas  is  your  parent  country  ;  it  is  from 

*  thence  we  have  received  juftice,  pi-ote6lion,  happinefs,  and 
'  liberty.     There  dwell  our  fellow  citizens,  our  brethren,  and 

*  our  friends  :  to  them  we  have  fworn  an  eternal  friendlhip. 

*  Heirs  of  our  fentiments,  and  of  our    affedions,    may  your 
'  hearts  and  your  lips  repeat  our  oaths  !  Live  to  love  them  j 

*  and,  if  necefTary,  die  to  defend  them!' 
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"  Paris,  8th  June,  1791." 
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P^eception  and  Proceedings  of  the  CivSl  CommiJJioners^  and  their 
Return  to  France — National  Decree  of  the  Ji^th  of  April  i']<)2 — 
Appointment  of  a  new  Governor  (Motif.  DefparbesJ  and  three 
other  Commijioners  fSanthonax,  Polverel,  and  Ailhaud)-— 
^heir  Pmharkation  and  Arrival,  with  afelecl  Body  of  "Troops— - 
'Their  violent  Proceedings — Appointment,  by  the  Executive 
Council,  of  M.  Galbaud  as  Chief  Governor,  in  the  room  of 
Defparbes — His  Arrival,  andDifputes  with  the  Commifftoners— 
Both  Parties  proceed  to  hofliHties — The  revolted  Negroes  called 
in  to  the  Afjijiance  of  the  Commiftoners — A  general  MaJJacre  of 
the  White  Inhabitants,  and  Confagration  of  the  Town  of  Cape 
Francois, 
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1792. 


THE  civil  commiffioners  who  were  to  reftore  peace  and  fub- 
ordination  in  St.  Domingo,  and  whole  arrival  there  was 
noticed  in  the  laft  Chapter,  were  named  JMirbeck,  Roome,  and 
St.  Leger.  Mirbeck  and  Roome  had  formerly  been  known  as 
advocates  in  the  parliaments  of  Paris ;  and  St.  Leger,  who  was 
a  native  of  Ireland,  had  pra61ifed  many  years  in  France  as  a 
furgeon.  Although  the  confuiion  of  the  times  had  elevated 
thefe  men  to  power,  not  one  of  them  was  diftinguifhed  for  ex- 
traordinary abilities,  and  their  rank  in  life  was  not  fuch  as  to 
command  any  great  degree  of  confideration  from  the  planters. 
They  were  received  however,  from  relpe6l  to  their  appoint- 
'^^  ment, 
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ment,  with  politenefs  and  fubmiffion,  both  by  the  governor  and   C  HA  P» 
the  inhabitants.     MiHtary  honours  were  Ihewn  them,  and  they    v,^,^-v-^ 
were  led  in  pubHck  proceffion  to  the  cathedral,  where  the  blef-        ^''9^' 
fing  of  the  Almighty  was  devoutly  implored  for  fuccefs  to  their 
miffion. 

Their  firft  proceeding,  after  announcing  the  new  confti" 
tution  and  form  of  government  for  the  mother  country,  as  con- 
firmed by  the  king,  was  to  publifh  the  decree  of  the  24th  of 
September  1791,  by  Vv'hich  the  fatal  decree  of  the  15th  of  May 
was  annulled.  So  far  all  was  well:  but  a  few  days  afterwards 
they  took  upon  them  to  proclaim  a  general  amnefty  and  pardon 
to  fuch  people,  of  all  defcriptions,  as  fhould  lay  down  their 
arms,  and  come  in,  within  a  certain  prefcribed  time,  and  take 
the  oaths  required  by  the  new  conftitution.  This  meafure  loft 
them  the  confidence  of  all  the  white  inhabitants:  a  general 
amnefty  to  the  men  of  colour  and  revolted  flaves,  was  con- 
fidered  as  a  juftification  of  the  moft  horrible  enormities,  and  as 
holding  out  a  dangerous  example  to  fuch  of  the  negroes  as  pre- 
ferved  their  fidelity;  and  it  loft  its  effeft  on  the  mulattoes,  by 
being  accompanied  with  a  repeal  of  their  favourite  decree. 
With  what  contempt  and  indignity  it  was  received  by  the  lat- 
ter, the  following  circumftance  will  demonftrate.  At  Pei/'t 
Goave,  the  mulattoes  were  mafters,  and  held  in  clofe  confine- 
ment thirty-four  white  perfons,  whom  they  referved  for  venge- 
ance. On  the  publication  of  this  ammefty,  they  led  them  to 
execution:  but  inftead  of  putting  them  to  immediate  death, 
thev  caufed  each  of  them  to  be  broken  alive;  and  in  the  midil: 
of  their  tortures,  read  to  them,  in  a  ftrain  of  diabolical  mock- 
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P.    ery,  the  proclamation  aloud;  afFe6ting  to  confider  it  as  a  par- 
don for  the  cruelties  they  had  juft  committed. 

The  unlimited  and  indefinite-  authority  which  the  commif- 
fioners  feemed  to  claim,  alarmed  the  colonial  afferably,  who 
defired  to  be  informed  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  powers. 
To  this  requeft  no  fatisfaftory  anfwer  being  given,  the  commif- 
fioners  loft  ground  in  the  publick  opinion  daily;  and  their  per- 
fonal  condu6f,  as  individuals,  contributed  by  no  means  to  ac- 
quire them  refpefl.  Mirbeck  fpent  the  greatefl:  part  of  his  time 
in  the  pra£lice  of  low  debauchery,  giving  indulgence  to  his  vi- 
cious propenfities  without  reflraint  or  decency.  St.  Leger  conr 
lidered  his  appointment  as  an  authority  to  exa^  money,  in 
which  he  was  little  fcrupulous,  and  laid  the  few  mulatto  people 
who  remained  faithful,  under  a  moft  unmerciful  contribution.. 
Roome  alone  condu61ed  himfelf  without  reproach:  he  -was  a 
well-meaning  inoffenfive  man,  and  attempted,  though  without 
efFe£l,  to  z£t  the  part  of  a  mediator  between  the  different  fac- 
tions which  defolated  the  country.  This  praife  at  leaft  was 
given  him — i/iai  if  he  did  no  good,  he  did  no  harm.. 

After  a  fhort  flay  at  Cape  Francois,  the  commlffioners  vi- 
fited  other  parts  of  the  colony;  but  finding  themfelves  every 
where  very  lightly  regarded,  and  having  no  troops  to  fupport 
their  authority,  they  returned  feparately  to  France  in  the 
months  of  March  and  April. 

Troops  however,  as  I  have  obferved,  had  arrived  from 
France  to  the  number  in  the  whole  of  about  four  thoufand;  but, 
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in  the  fpirit  of  the  times,  they  manlfeiled  very  little  obedience  C 
either  to  the  civil  commiffioners,  or  the  governor,  of  the  colony; 
yet  they  ferved  as  a  check  to  the  revolters,  who  would  other- 
wife,  in  all  probability,  before  this  time,  have  become  matters 
both  of  Cape  Francois  and  Port  au  Prince.  In  the  Northern 
province,  the  rebel  negroes  indeed  were  fuppofed  to  be  conlider- 
ably  reduced  by  difeale  and  famine.  Having  deftroyed  all  the 
provifion  grounds,  and  devoured  the  cattle  of  all  kinds  on  the 
plain  of  the  Cape,  they  had  now  taken  poffeffion  of  the  fur- 
rounding  mountainous  diftrifts,  and  were  compelled  by  their 
chief  leader,  jeau  Fra^ipis,  a  negro  of  great  fagacity,  to  plant 
provificns  for  their  fature  fubfiftence;  a  meafure  which  has  kept 
the  flames  of  rebellion  alive  to  the  prefent  hour. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  ftate  of  publick  affairs  in  the  mother 
country  was  tending  to  a  great  and  ominous  change.  Ever 
fince  the  flight  and  feizure  of  their  unhappy  king,  in  the  month 
of  June  1 79 1,  the  faftion  was  hourly  increafing  in  numbers 
which  was  foon  to  lay  the  kingdom  in  ruins,  and  bring  the 
monarch  himfelf  to  the  fcaffold.  The  Jacobin  party,  headed 
by  a  blood-thirfl:y  triumvirate  ^aj,  v^ere  becoming  all-power- 
ful; and  the  fociety  of  Jmrs  des  Noirs  had  once  more  acquired 
a  fatal  afcendancy  in  the  legiflative  body.  On  the  29th  of 
February,  one  of  them,  named  Gara?i  de  Coidon,  after  a  long 
and  inflammatory  harangue  againft  the  planters  in  general, 
propofed  the  form  of  a  decree  for  abrogating  that  of  the  24th 
of  September,  declaring  a  general  amnefty  throughout  ail  the 
French  colonies;  and   enadino;,  that  iiev/  colonial  alTemblies 
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flioiild  be  formed,  which  ftould  tranfmit  their  fentiments  not 
only  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  internal  government  of  the  colonies, 

but  alfo  on  the  bejl  method  of  effecting  the  abolition  of  negro  Jla-very 

IN  TOTO, 


Frantick  as  the  new  legiflature  (h)  had  fhewn  itfelf  on 
many  occafiOHS  fince  its  firft  meeting,  a  majority  could  not  at 
this  time  be  found  to  vote  for  fo  fenfelefs  and  extravagant  .a 
proportion;  but  in  about  two  months  afterwards,  this  affembly 
pafTed  the  famous  decree  of  the  4th  of  April  1792,  of  which  it 
is  neceffary  the  reader  fliould  be  furniilied  with  a  copv  at  loro-e: 
and  It  is  conceived  in  the  words  following: 


"  The  national  aiTembly  acknowledges  and  declares,  that 
the  people  of  colour  and  free  negroes  in  the  colonies  ought  to 
enjoy  an  equality  of  political  rights  with  the  v/hites;  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  it  decrees  as  follows ; 

Article  if!:.  Immediately  after  the  publication  of  the  pre- 
fent  decree,  the  inhabitants  of  each  of  the  French  colonies  in 
the  Windward  and  Leeward  Iflands,  fhall  proceed  to  the  re- 
eledion  of  colonial  and  parochial  alTemblies,  after  the  mode 
prefcribed  by  the  decree  of  the  8th  of  March  1790,  and  the 
inftructions  of  the  national  afTembly  of  the  28th  of  the  fame 
month. 


[h)  The  former  afTembly  is  generally  known  by  the  name  of  the  ConfUucnt 
.'.fiembly.  The  new  one  met  the  ift  oi  Oaober  1791,  and  called  itfelf  the  Firft 
Leg.Jla&ci  AfTembly. 

2d.  Ths 
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2d.  The  people  of  colour  and  free  negroes  fhall  be  admitted  CHAP 
to  vote  in  all  the  primary  and  ekaoral  affemblies,  and  fhali  be       ^'^^^' 
eligible  to  the  legiflature  and  all  places  of  truft,  provided  they        1792 
polTefs  the  qualifications  prefcribed  by   the  4th   article   of  the 
aforefaid  inftruclions. 

3d.  Three  civil  commiffioners  fhall  be  named  for  the  colony 
of  St.  Domingo,  and  four  for  the  iflands  of  Martinico,  Guada- 
loupe,  St.  Lucia,  and  Tobago,  to  fee  this  decree  enforced. 

4th.  The  faid  commiffioners  fhall  be  authorized  to  diffoive 
the  prefent  colonial  aflemblies;  to  take  every  meafure  neceflary 
for-  accelerating  the  convocation  of  the  primary  and  eleaoral 
aflemblies,  and  therein  to  eftablifh  union,  order,  and  peace :  as 
well  as  to  determine  provifionally  (referving  the  power  of  appeal 
to  the  national  affembly)  upon  every  queftion  which  may  arife 
concerning  the  regularity  of  convocations,  the  holding'of  af- 
lemblies,  the  form  of  eleclions,  and  the  eligibility  of  citizens^ 

5th.  They  are  alfo  authorized  to  procure  every  information 
poffible,  in  order  to  difcover  the  authors  of  the  troubles  in  St, 
Domingo,  and  the  continuance  thereof,  if  they  if  ill  continue; 
to  fecure  the  perfons  of  the  guilty,  and  to  fend  them  over  to 
France,  there  to  be  put  in  a  flate  of  accufation,  Sec 

6th.  The  faid  civil  commiffioners  ffiall  be  direfted  for  this 
purpofe  to  tranfmit  to  the  national  affembly  minutes  of  their 
proceedings,  and  of  the  evidence  they  may  have  collected  con- 
cerning the  perfons  accufed  as  aforefaid. 

7th.  The     - 
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7th.  The  national  affembly  authorizes  the  civil  commiffioners 
to  call  forth  the  publick  force  whenever  they  may  think  it  ne- 
ceflary,  either  for  their  own  proteftion,  or  for  the  execution  of 
fuch  orders  as  they  may  iiTue  by  virtue  of  the  preceding  articles. 

8th,  The  executive  power  is  direfted  to  fend  a  fufficient 
force  to  the  colonies,  to  be  compofed  chiefly  of  national  guards. 

9th.  TxHE  colonial  aiTemblles,  immediately  after  their  form- 
ation, fliall  fignify,  in  the  name  of  each  colony  refpeftively, 
their  fentiments  refpefting  that  conftitution,  thofe  laws,  and 
the  adminiftration  of  them,  which  will  bell:  promote  the  prof- 
perity  and  happinefs  of  the  people;  conforming  themlelves, 
neverthelefs,  to  thofe  general  principles  by  which  the  colonies 
and  mother  country  are  connected  together,  and  by  which  their 
refpeccive  interefls  are  bell  fecured,  agreeably  to  the  decree  of 
the  8th  of  March  1790,  and  inftruaions  of  the  28th  of  the 
fame  month. 

-loth.  The  colonial  affemblies  are  authorized  to  fend  home 
delegates  for  the  purpofes  mentioned  in  the  preceding  article, 
in  numbers  proportionate  to  the  population  of  each  colony; 
which  proportion  fhall  be  forthwith  determined  by  the  national 
affemblv,  according  to  the  report  M'hich  its  colonial  committee 
is  dlre6ted  to  make. 

nth.  Former  decrees  refpeftlng  the  colonies  fhall  be  in 
force  in  every  thing  not  contrary  to  the  prelent  decree." 

It 
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It  may  be  fuppofed  that  the  men  who  (rejeding  all  pre.en- 
fions  to  confiftency,  and  defpiiing  the  leilons  of  experience)  iirft 
propofed  this  decree,  and  finally  prevailed  in  carrying  it  through 
the  lesiflative  alTemblv,  had  duly  conlidered  of  the  means  for 
enfuring  its  execution  in  the  colonies,  and  were  provided  with 
fit  inftruments  for  that  purpofe.  The  new  commiffioners  no- 
minated for  St.  Domingo  were  IMeiTrs.  Santhonax,  Polverel, 
and  Ailhaud,  all  of  them  among  the  moft  violent  of  the  Ja- 
cobin faftion;  and  it  was  refolved  to  furnifli  them  with  fuch  a 
force  as  (if  properly  employed)  would,  it  was  alledged,  not 
only  eftablifh  their  authority,  but  put  a  Ipeedy  end  to  all  the 
difturbances  which  had  fo  long  afflifted  and  defolated  the  co- 
lony. Six  thoufand  men,  feletted  with  great  circumfpe61;ion, 
from  the  national  guards,  with  officers  whofe  principles  were 
well-known  to  their  employers,  were  accordingly  ordered  to 
embark  forthwith  for  St.  Domingo,  INI.  Blanchelande,  the 
governor-general,  was  recalled,  and  a  new  commiflion  of  com- 
mander in  chief  given  to  a  Monf.  Deiparbes. 


HAP. 
VIIL 

1792. 


Thus  appointed  and  provided,  the  civil  commlflioners  and 
the  new  governor,  accompanied  by  a  fleet  of  thirty  tranfports, 
took  their  departure  from  France  in  the  month  of  Julv,  pro- 
bably in  much  the  fame  difpofition  of  mind  towards  the  colo- 
nifls,  as  was  manlfefted  by  the  Duke  D'Alva  and  his  Spanifh 
and  Italian  troops  in  1568,  towards  the  inhabitants  of  the  Low 
Countries.  Inflamed  like  them  with  a  fpirit  of  avarice,  fana- 
ticifm,  and  revenge,  they  meditated  on  nothing  but  on  the  be- 
nefits to  arife  from  feizure  and  confifcation ;  on  fchemes  of  mif- 
chief  and  proje6ls  of  vengeance. 

Vol.  III.  T  They 
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They  landed  at  Cape  Francois  on  the  13th  of  September, 
and  finding  M.  Blanchelande  at  great  variance  with  the  colonial 
alTembly,  the  commiffioners  took  the  fhorteft  courfe  poffible  to 
terminate  the  difpute,  by  forthwith  diflblving  the  aflembly  and 
fending  the  unfortunate  Blanchelande  a  ftate  prifoner  to  France, 
where,  as  to  be  accufed  was  to  be  condemned,  he  foon  after- 
wards perifhed  by  the  guillotine  fcj. 

Dismay  and  terror  now  prevailed  throughout  the  colony. 
Delegates  were  fent  to  the  civil  commiflioners  from  all  quarters, 
to  demand  an  expofure  and  explanation  of  their  views  and  in- 
tentions. Sulpicions  were  already  gone  forth  concernino-  the 
proje6l,  which  the  commiflioners  afterwards  avowed,  of  de- 
claring a  general  emancipation  of  the  negro  flaves;  and  all  par- 
ties, as  well  among  the  republicans  as  the  royalifts,  concurred 
on  this  occafion  in  reprobating  the  folly  and  iniquity  of  the 
meafure.  So  general  was  the  clamour  on  this  account,  that  if 
a  firm  and  extenfive  coalition  of  interefls  among  the  planters 
could  at  this  time  have  been  efire61ed,  it  is  probable  the  com- 
miffioners  might  have  found  that  all  the  force  they  had  brought 
with  them  would  have  proved  infufficient  for  the  purpofes 
which  they  meditated.  Diflimulation  therefore  was  thought 
neeefTary  for  the  prefent.  They  declared  (and  confirmed  the 
declaration  with  the  folemnity  of  an  oath)  that  they  had  no  wifli 
nor  intention  to  make  any  change  in  the  fyfiem  of  colonial  go- 
vernment concerning  the  flaves ;  avowing  the  fulleft  convidion 
that  the  emancipation  of  thoie  people,  under  the  then  exifting 
circumftances,    was    impra6ricable. — Their    views,    they    faid, 

extended 
(0   7th  /^pril  1793. 
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extended    no    farther    than    to    fee   the  decree   of  the  4th  of  C  H  A  P. 

VIII. 
April,  in  favour  of  the  free  people  of  colour,  properly  enforced; 

to  reduce  the  Haves  in  rebellion  to  obedience,  and  to  fettle  the 

future  government  and  tranquility  of  the  colony  on  a  folid  and 

permanent  foundation. 

These,  and  fimilar,  declarations  filenced,  though  they  did 
not  fatisfy,  the  white  inhabitants;  who  foon  perceived,  with 
unavailing  indignation,  that  the  commiffioners  held  fecret  com- 
munications with  the  chiefs  of  the  mulattoes  in  all  parts  of  the 
colony.  By  the  co-operation  of  thofe  people,  the  commiffioners 
foon  found  their  ftrength  fufficient  to  avow  themfelves  openly 
the  patrons  and  prote61ors  of  the  whole  body  of  the  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes :  and  they  now  niade  no  fcruple  of  feizing  the 
perfbns  and  effects  of  all  fuch  of  the  whites  as  oppofed  their 
projedts;  fending  great  numbers  of  them  in  a  ftate  of  arrefl  to 
Europe,  to  anfvver  before  the  national  affembly  to  the  accufa- 
tions  which  they  pretended  to  tranfmit  againft  them.  Among 
the  perfons  thus  imprifoned  and  tranfported  to  France,  were 
comprehended  the  colonel,  lieutenant-colonel,  and  many  other 
officers  of  the  Cape  regiment. 


The  white  inhabitants  now  called  aloud  for  the  ele61ion  of  a 
new  colonial  aflemblv,  and  hoped  that  the  neceflity  of  levying 
taxes  would  induce  the  commiffioners  to  iffue  orders  for  that 
purpofe;  but  inftead  of  complying  with  the  publick  requefl, 
tiiey  fubftituted  what  was  called  wis  commijjion  Intennediaire,  by 
nominating  twelve  perfons,  lix  of  whom  had  been  members  of 
the  1  aft  aifembly,  to  aft  as  a  fort  of  legiflative  council:  the  other 

T  2  i'l-^ 
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CHAP,  fix  were  mulattoes.  To  this  motley  board,  the  commiffioners 
delegated  authority  to  raife  money  from  the  inhabitants;  referv- 
ing  to  themfelves,  however,  the  right  of  appropriating  and  ex- 
pending it,  as  they  alone  fhould  think  proper. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  new  governor  (Deiparbes)  began  to 
manifeft  fome  figns  of  diffatisfadion  and  impatience.  He  com- 
plained that  he  was  conlidered  as  a  mere  cypher  in  the  govern- 
ment, or  rather  as  an  inftrument  in  the  commiflioners'  hands. 
His  complaints  were  anfwered  by  a  refolution  to  arreft  his  per- 
fon;  and  he  avoided  the  fate  of  his  predeceflbr,  Monf.  Blanche- 
lande,  only  by  a  ipeedy  flight  from  the  colony. 

Two  members  out  of  the  fix  whites  that  compofed  a  moiety 
of  the  coimniffion  intermediaire,  met  with  fimilar  treatment. 
They  ventured  to  offer  their  opinion  on  a  meafure  of  finance,  in 
oppofition  to  that  ofM.  Santhonax.  The  commifiioners  com- 
mended their  franknefs,  and  M.  Santhonax  invited  them  to  a  fup- 
per.  The  invitation  was  accepted;  but  at  the  hour  appointed,  they 
found  themfelves  furrounded  by  a  detachment  of  the  military, 
which  conveyed  them  to  very  forry  entertainment  in  the  hold 
of  a  fhip,  and  there  left  them  as  flate  prifoners  (d). 

The  commifiioners,  in  the  next  place,  fell  out  among  them- 
felves; and  Santhonax  and  Polverel  determined  to  get  quit  of 

{^d)  To  one  of  thefe  gentlemen  I  am  indebted  for  more  valuable  and  extenfive  in- 
formation than  I  have  been  able  to  colledl  through  any  other  channel.  In  his  voyage 
to  Europe,  the  ftiip  in  which  he  was  confined  was  (fortunately  for  him)  captured  by 
an  Englifti  frigate,  which  brought  him  to  England,  where  I  had  the  happinefs  to 
render  him  fome  acceptable  fervice. 

their 
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their  aflbciate  Ailhaud.  Prudently  judging,  Iiowever,  that  the 
pubhck  degradation  of  one  of  their  own  body  would  refleft  fome 
degree  of  ignominy  on  them  all,  they  perfuaded  him  to  be  con- 
tent with  a  proportion  of  the  common  plunder,  and  filently  quit 
the  country.  Ailhaud  fubmitted  with  a  good  grace  to  what  he 
could  not  avoid. 

By  thefe,  and  other  means,  above  all  by  the  pra6lice  of  he- 
flowing  largefTes  on  the  troops,  and  the  acquifition  of  a  deiperate 
band  of  auxiliaries,  compofed  of  fome  of  the  revolted  (laves,  and 
vagabonds  of  all  colours  and  defcriptions,  moftly  collefted  from 
the  jails,  Santhonax  and  Polverel,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1793,  found  themfelves  abfolute  mafters  of  the  colony.  The 
lives  and  properties  of  all  the  white  inhabitants  lay  at  their 
mercy,  and  the  dreadful  fcenes  which  were  at  that  time  paffing 
in  the  mother  country,  enabled  thefe  men  to  profecute  their 
purpofes,  and  gratify  their  vindi6tive  and  avaricious  paffionSy 
without  notice  or  controul  from  any  fuperior. 

But  the  tragedy  which  was  a6ling  in  France,  was  no  fboner 
brought  to  its  cataftrophe,  by  the  foul  murder  of  their  amiable 
and  unoffendino;  fovereign,  and  war  declared  a2;ain{l  Great 
Britain  and  Holland,  than  the  perfons  who  compofed  what  was 
called  the  executive  council,  thought  it  neceifary  to  pay  fome 
little  attention  to  the  fafety  of  St,  Domingo.  Not  having  how- 
ever leifure  or  inclination  to  enter  into  a  full  invefl:i2;ation  of 
the  complaints  received  from  thence,  they  declined  to  revoke 
the  powers  exercifed  by  the  civil  commifiioners,  and  contented 
themfelves  with  appointing  a  new  governor,  in  the  room  of 

M.  Def» 
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M.  Defparbes.  Their  choice  fell  on  Monf.  Galbaud,  an  officer 
of  artillery,  and  a  man  of  fair  charafter,  whom  they  direded 
to  embark  for  his  new  government  without  delay,  in  one  of  the 
national  frigates,  and  put  the  colonv  into  the  beft  ftate  of  de- 
fence againfi;  a  foreign  enemy, 

Galbaud,  with  his  fuite  of  attendants,  landed  at  Cape 
Francois  on  the  7th  of  May,  1793,  to  the  greatjoy  of  the  white 
inhabitants.  At  that  period,  the  civil  commiffioners,  with 
moft  of  their  troops,  were  employed  in  the  Weftern  province, 
endeavouring  to  quell  an  infurreftion  there  which  their  tyranny 
had  created ;  fo  that  Galbaud  was  received  with  acclamations 
and  fubmiffion  by  the  municipality  of  the  town  of  the  Cape;  to 
whole  place  of  meeting  he  repaired  with  his  attendants,  took 
the  necelTary  oaths,  and  entered  on  his  government  without 
oppofztion.  He  declared,  at  the  lame  time,  that  he  was  not 
dependent  on  the  civil  commiffioners,  nor  bound  to  execute,  at 
all  events,  their  proclamations, 

A  VERY  quick  interchange  of  letters  took  place  between  the 
new  governor  and  the  commiffioners.  He  defired  them  to  re- 
pair immediately  to  the  Cape,  that  he  might  communicate  the 
inftruftions  he  had  received  from  the  executive  council.  They 
anfwered  that  he  was  an  entire  llranger  to  them;  that  they  had 
feen  no  decree  of  the  national  convention  by  which  they  them- 
felves  were  fuperfeded,  and  that  being  vefted  with  authority  to 
fufpend  or  appoint  a  governor,  as  they  alone  might  think  pro- 
per, he  could  only  be  confidered  as  an  agent  fubordinate  to 
themfelves: — They  added,  that  they  were  then  aflembling  an 

army 
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army  to  fupprefs  a  rebellion  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  C  H  A  P. 
Port  au  Prince;  but  as  foon  as  that  bufuiefs  was  at  an  end,  they  '  _^ 

would  repair  to  the  Cape,  and  examine  into  the  validity  of  his        1793- 
pretenfions. 

On  the  loth  of  June  the  civil  commifHoners,  having  reduced 
Port  au  Prince  and  Jacmel,  arrived  at  the  Cape.  The  ftreets 
were  lined  with  troops,  and  tliey  were  received  by  Galbaud 
with  attention  and  refpeft.  A  very  ferious  altercation  however 
immediately  took  place  between  them,  highly  difadvantageous 
to  the  governo?.  There  exifted,  it  feems,  a  decree  of  the 
ancient  government,  unrepealed  by  the  national  affemblv, 
ena6ting  that  no  proprietor  of  an  eftate  in  the  Weft  Indies 
ihould  hold  the  government  of  a  colony  wherein  his  eftate  was 
fituated,  and  M.  Galbaud  was  poffefTed  of  a  coffee-plantation  in 
St.  Domingo.  When  therefore  he  was  afked  why  he  had  not 
acquainted  the  executive  council  with  this  circumftance,  he  was 
utterly  difconcerted  and  had  no  reply  to  make. 


On  the  13th,  the  commiffioners  ordered  NL  Galbaud  to 
embark  forthwith  on  board  the  floop  of  war  La  Normande,  and 
return  to  France.  At  the  fame  time  they  fent  inftru6tions  to 
Monf.  de  la  Salle,  whom  they  had  left  commandant  at  Port  au 
Prince,  to  repair  to  the  Cape  and  receive  from  them,  in  the 
name  of  the  French  republick,  the  command  of  the  colony. 

The  {ewen  following  days  were  fjient  on  both  fides  in 
intrigues,  and  preparations  for  hoftilities.  Galbaud's  brother, 
a  man  of  fpirit  and  enterprize,  had  collefted  from  among  the 

inhabitants. 
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C  H  A  P.    inhabitants,  the  Cape  militia,  and  the  feamen  in  the  harbour. 

VIII.  y,  ^  ^  ,      .  ' 

a  lirong  party   to   lupport   the   governor  s  authority.     On  the 

2o1:h,  the  two  brothers  landed  at  the  head  of  one  thoufand  two 
hundred  failors,  and  being  joined  by  a  confiderable  body  of 
volunteers,  immediately  marched  in  array  towards  the  govern- 
ment houfe,  in  which  the  commiffioners  were  Rationed.  The 
latter  were  defended  by  the  people  of  colour,  a  body  of  regulars, 
and  one  piece  of  cannon.  The  conflift  was  fierce  and  bloodv. 
The  volunteers  manifefted  great"  firmnefs,  but  the  feamen  get- 
ting poiTeffion  of  a  w'me  cellar,  foon  became  intoxicated  and 
ungovernable;  and  the  column  was  obliged  to  retire  to  the  roval 
arlenal,  where  they  remained  the  enfuing  night  unmolefted. 

The  next  morning  many  ikirmifhes  took  place  in  the  flreets, 
with  various  fuccefs,  in  one  of  which  Galbaud's  brother  was 
taken  pj-ifoner  by  the  commiffioners'  troops;  and  in  another, 
the  feamen  that  were  fighting  on  the  part  of  Galbaud  made 
captive  Polverel's  fon;  and  now  an  extraordinary  circumftance 
occurred.  The  governor  fent  a  flag  propofing  that  his  brother 
might  be  exchanged  for  the  commiffioner's  fon;  but  Polverel 
rejecled  the  propofal  \^'ith  indignation;  declaring  in  anfwer, 
that  his  fon  knew  his  duty,  and  was  prepared  to  die  in  the 
fer^  ice  of  the  republick. 

But  a  fcene  now  opens,  which,  if  it  does  not  obliterate, 
exceeds  at  leaf!:,  all  that  has  hitherto  been  related  of  factious 
anarchy,  and  favage  cruelty,  in  this  unfortunate  colony.  On 
the  firll:  approach  of  Galbaud  with  fo  large  a  body  of  feamen, 
the  commiffioners  dilpatched  agents  to  call  in  to  their  affiflance 

the 
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the  revolted  negroes;  ottering  them  an  unconditional    pardon    C 
for  pall  offences,  peiYeCl  freedom  in  future,  and  the  plunder  of    ^ 
the  city.     The  rebel  generals,  yer.n  Francois  and  Biaffou,  re- 
jected their  oifers;  but  on  the  2irr,  about  noon  (juft  after  that 
Galbaud  and  moil  of  his  adherents,  finding  their  caufe  hopelefs, 
had   retired  to  the   fhips)   a  negro  chief  called  Macaya,  with 
upwards  of  three  thoufand  of  the  revolted  flaves,  entered  the 
tovrn,  and  began  an  univerlal  and  indifcriminate  flau2:hter  of 
men,  women,  and  children.      The  white  inhabitants  Red  from 
all  quarters  to  the  fea-iide,  in  hopes  of  findi^ng  Ihelter  with  the 
governor  on  board  the  fhips  in  the  harbour;  but  a  body  of  the 
mulattoes  cut  oit  their  retreat,  and  a  horrid  butchery  enfaed, 
which  continued  with  unremitting  fury  from  the   2ifl-,  to  the 
evening  of  the  23d ;  when  the  favages,  having  murdered  all  the 
white  inhabitants  that  fell  in  their  way,  fet  fire  ta  tiie   build- 
ings; and  more  than  h?;!f  the  city  was  tonfumed  by  the  fiamies. 
The  ccmmiffioners  tbemirlves,  either  terrified  at  beholding  the 
lamentable  and  extenf  ve  mifchief  w^hich  they  had  occafioned^ 
or  afraid  to  truf!:  their  perfons  with  their  rebel  allies,  fought: 
proteftion  under  cover  of  a  fn  p  of  the  line.     The  proclamations 
which  they  publifhed  from  time  to  time  in  palliation  of  their 
condu61,  manifefl:  a  confcioufnefs  of  guilt  which  could  not  be 
fuppreiTed,    and  form  a   record  of  their  villanies,    for    whicb- 
the    day    of  retribution    awaits,    but    full    Imgers  to  overtake 
them!  (f) 

(f)  "^Vhen  this  was  written,  the  author  did  net  know  that  Santhonax  alone  fur- 
vives.  Polverel  died  in  1794.  Santhonax  1ms  lately  appeared  before  the  national 
aiTernbly,  and  been  pronounced  ^w/zVAyi/ 
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Such  v.'as  the  fate  of  the  once  flourifliu'lg  and  beautiful  ca- 
pital of  St.  Domingo  !— a  city  %vhich,  for  trade,  opulence,  and 
mas^nihcence,  was  undoubtedly  among  the  firft  in  the  Weii 
Indies — j^erhaps  in  the  new  world  :  and  here  I  fliall  clofe  for 
the  prefent,  the  difgufiing  detail  of  confpiracies,  rebellions, 
crimes,  cruelties,  and  conflagrations  (a  uniformity  of  horrors  !) 
throuo-h  which  the  nature  of  my  work  has  compelled  me  to 
travel  ; — rejoicing  that  I  have  at  laft 

Efcap'd  the  Stysian  poo\  the"  loiig  detain'd 
In  that  obfcure  foiourn  ; — — 


And  have  th.e  pleafmg  talk  to  perform  of  rendering  due  homage 
to  the  o-allant  and  enterprizing  fpirit  of  my  countrymen  in  their 
j-soble — but  alas!  hitherto  unavailing — endeavours  to  reftore 
peace,  fubordination,  and  good  government  on  this  theatre  of 
anarchy  and  bloodfhed.  Previous  to  which,  however,  it  will  be  a 
relief  and  fatisfaclion  to  the  reader  to  be  prefented  with  a  picture 
or  flate  of  the  colonv,  as  it  exifted  in  the  days  of  its  profperity ; — 
its  culture,  population,  and  produce  ; — its  growing  importance 
and  commercial  value.  Hitherto,  we  have  contemplated  no- 
thin  o-  but  fcenes  of  defolation. — We  ihall  now  behold  a  pleaiing 
contraft  in  the  blefllngs  of  regular  government :  due  fubordina- 
tion, fecial  order,  extenfive  commerce,  peaceful  induftry,  in- 
creafmg  cultivation,  fmnling  plenty,  and  general  happinefs  ! 
The  conclufions  to  be  drawn  from  the  contemplation  of  fcenes 
ib  different  in  their  nature,  are  of  importance  to  all  mankind. 
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27^^  Account  ghen  ahove  of  the  Dejlru^io'n  of  the  City  of  Cape 
Fraficois,  was  drora^n  up  'with  as  much  Caution  as  the  Cajs 
feemed  to  req.uire,from  Itformatic-n  tranfimtted  to  the  Author  by 
P'erforis  in  Jamaica  and  St.  Domingo^  fome  of  ivhMn  differed  in 
many  eJfeiiiial^CircujnJiances  from  others.  He  had  afterivards 
an  Opportunity  of^tanrutrfhtg  perfonalLy  en  the  Subject  iv.th  a 
Gentleman  of  St,  Domingo^  on  ix;hofe  Veracity  and  Honour  he 
could-  place  the  fullefr  Dependence,  by  isulwrn  he  VJas  favoured 
lulth  the  follozving  Notes  cr  ]Memoranda  in  IFritmg,  ivhich  he 
tbinks  beji  to.  lay  before  Jiis  Keaders.  verbatim^, 

jSToTES  SUR  rELvENEMEN-T  CIX  Cap.- 

1_-/E  General  Galbaud-  avoit  mande  au  Cap  les  commir- 
iaires  Santhonax  et  Polverel,  de  la  maniere  la  plus  imperieuia ; 
les  commiffaires  fe  font  determines  a  s'y  rendre  par  terre  de  S. 
Marc^  d'ou  ils  font  partis  le  8  Join,  accompagnes  de  4C0 
mulatres  et  2cc  blancs,  et  compris  leurs  coupe  tete  les  dragons 
d'Orleans.  lis  ont  fait  lenr  en.tree  au  Cap  d'une  maniere  alTez 
audacieufe  pour  en  impofer. 

Galbaud  avait  deia  indii]3ofe  les  habi-tans  du- Cap  par  una 
addreffe,  ou  proclamation,  qui.  ordonnait  une  contribution  de 
4s o  mille  livres,  dont  la  perception  a  ete  faite  de  la  facon  la 
plus  violente,.et,  qui  tenait  plus  du  pillage  que  d'une  contribu- 
tion. 

Le  General  Galbaud  n'^avait  fait  aucune  diipolitions  pour  fe 
preferver  des  refolutions  et  des  entreprifes  des  commifTaires,  qui 
entrerent  cependant  d'une  maniere.  menacante. 
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A  LA  premiere  entreviie  des  General  Galbaucl  et  cles  com- 
milTaires,  en  la  maifon  de  la  commifiion  (le  gouvernement)  apres 
les  premiers  compliments,  il  y  eut  explication  fur  les  pouvoirs 
du  general ;  les  commiffaires  lui  opoferent  un  decret  qui 
deitendait  qu'aucun  proprietaire  dans  la  colonic  put  y  commander 
ni  y  avoir  d'autorite  ;  et  accuferent  JM.  Galbaud  d'avoir  diilimule 
su  con  fell  executif  qu'il  avait  des  proprietes. 

Pendant  ce  demele,  qui  dura  pres  de  deux  jours,  les  agent? 
des  commiffaires  preparafent  les  efprits  a  les  laiffer  faire,  et  a 
ne  point  fe  meler  de  la  difcution,  dans  laquelle  Santhonax  pre- 
nait  cependant  une  grande  preponderance. 

Galbaud,  voyant  que  perfonne  nc  s'emprefTait  a  le  foutenir, 
et  prevoyant  fans  doute  une  chute  humiliante,  demanda  aux 
commiffaires  de  s'en  retourner  en  France,  preferant  la  retraite,  a 
des  pouvoirs  conteftes ;  ce  qui  lui  fut  accorde  fur  le  champ,  et 
il  s'embarqua  le  14. 

Le  1 7  Galbaud  reiinit  tons  les  matelots  de  la  rade  et  ceux  des 
valffeaux  de  guerre,  et  projette  de  defcendre  a  la  viile  du  Cap  ; 
il  fait  fon  debarquement  le  18,  et  marche  au  gouvernement,  ou 
logeaient  les  commiffaires,  qui  inftruits  des  mouvemens  de 
Galbaud,  reiinirent  les  troupes  qui  leurs  etaient  devouees,  etpar- 
ticulierement  les  mulatres,  et  les  embufquerent  derriere  les 
murs  du  gouvernement,  dans  toutes  les  ifsiies,  fur  les  terraffes, 
&c.  Auffitot  que  les  matelots  furent  a  portee  de  piffolet,  on  fit 
des  decharges,  qui  en  tuerent  et  blefferent  un  grand  nombre, 
neanmoins  les  mulatres  furent  ebranles  deux  fois ;  mais  le  de- 
fordre  dans  les  matelot-s  determina  le  General  Galbaud  a  faire 
fa  retraite  a  I'arfehal ;  la,  il  ft  une  proclamation  pour  inviter  les 
bons  citoyens  a  fe  reiinir  a  lui,  pour  chaffer  les  commnffaires, 
8  qui 
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qui  voulaient  ufurper  le  gouveniement.  Des-lors  les  com-  CHAP. 
milTaires  reunirent  aux  mulatres  tons  les  ne2;res  de  la  ville,  qui 
avaient  deia  pris  parti  dans  I'aftion  en  aflaffinant  dans  la  ville  ; 
toutesles  troupes  quileurs  avaient  fervis  a  leur  expedition,  et  les 
placerent  par  pelotons  a  chaque  com  des  riies,  et  des  qu'un  blanc 
voulait  fortir  de  chez  lui,  ou  paraifTait  aux  fenetres,  il  etait 
fufille. 

Pexdant  ce  tems,  et  des-que  les  commiiTaires  eurent  appris 
les  mouvemens  de  Galbaud,  ils. avaient  depeche  des  expres  aux 
chefs  des  brigands,  pour  les  engager  a  venir  a  leur  fecours,  et 
leui's  ofFraient  le  pillage  de  la  ville. 

Le  19  Galbaud  capitule  a  Tarfenal,  et  fe  rend  abord  ;  ii  y  en 
mis  en  etat  d'arreilation,  ainfi  que  I'Amiral  Cambis,  et  le  Contre- 
Amiral  Sercey,  qui  lont  depouilles  de  leur  commandement. 

Lne  proclamation  des  commulTaires  avait  precedamment  a 
cet'  evenement,  mis  a  contribution  37  negociants,  ou  riches  par- 
ticuliers,  pour  une  fomme  de  6-5  mille  livres,  qui  parrait  avoir 
■ete  exigee  et  payee  lur  I'heure.  Le  19,  au  loir,  le  20,  le  21, 
les  brigands  entrent  de  toutes  parts  dans  la  ville  du  Cap,  ayant 
a  leur  tete  leurs  chefs.  Le  pillage,  les  m.affacres,  les  fiammes 
deviennent  eitroyables ;  les  hommes,  les  femmes,  les  enfans  font 
affafline's,  maffacres,  et  eprouvent  toutes  les  horreurs  imagi- 
nables. 

Les  malheureux  de  tout  fexe,  de  tout  age,  qui  cherchaient  a 
fe  fauver  en  gagnant  des  enibarcations,  ou  a  la  nage,  etaient 
fuiilles  meme  dans  I'eau. 

Il  parrait  que  dans  le  mailacre  les  negres  ont  frapesindiflincre- 
ment  tons  les  partis,  blancs,  mulatres,  et  que  les  blancs  fe  font 
deftendus  centre  tous  avec  un  grand  acharnement  ;  neannioins 
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JC  H  A  P.  il  parrait  certain,  qvie  la  population  blanche  a  ete  entieremeat 
^^^-  detruite,  et  qu'il  n'a  pas  refte  un  feul  blanc  au  Cap  ;  on  eftime, 
que,  s'ils'eft  fauve  12  a  1500  perfonnes  abord,  c'eft  plus  qu'oa 
n'ofe  I'efperer. 

Le  convoi  eft  fortie  du  Cap  le  23  pour  I'Amerique,  la  ma- 
jeure partie  ay  ant  tres  peu  de  vivres,  tres  peu  d'eau,  et  piufieurs 
fans  etre  prepares  a  ce  voyage,  fans  mats  ni  voilles,  &:  ceux  qui 
ont  recu  les  malheureux  qui  fe  font  lauves  abord,  n'y  auront 
trouve  aucune  fubfiftance. 

La  ville  incendiee,  detruite,  fes  habitans  malfacres,  on  affure 
qu'il  ne  refte  que  le  gouvernement,  une  partie  des  cafernes,. 
I'arfenal,  et  les  maifons  du  Petit  Carenage  y — I'eglife  et  les  fon- 
taines  detruites». 

Les  com.mifTaires  ont  refte  fpesFtateurs  tranquilles  pendant  le 
carnage  et  le  maflacre  ;  dans  leur  m.aifon  on  a  vu  Santhonax 
ferrer  et  prefler  dans  fes  bras  les  chefs  des.  brigands,  les  appeller 
fes  fauveurs,  et  leur  temoigner  leur  reconnaiilance. 

Le  23  proclamation  des  commiiTaires^^  qui  invite  et  appelle 
tons  les  bons  citoyens  a  fe  reiinir  autour  d'eux,  et  de  laiffer  partir 
les  fcelerats,  qui  vont  aller  fubir  le  jufte  chatiment  de  leurs 
crimes  ;  le  convoi  en  parti  le  jour  mane,  &  la  ville  fumait 
encore.. 
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Situation,  Extent,  and  General  Befcription  of  St.  Dommgo-^Origm 
of  the  French  Colony,  and  "Topographical  Defcnption  of  tke  fe- 
deral Pro'-jinces   into  'u:hi:h  the  French  Pcpfiom  were  drjided 

-     Tlieir    Populatiryn,  and  Produce— Shipping    and  Exporis-- 

Compared  with  tJis  P^eiurns  of  Jamaica. 

THE  Ifiand  of  St.  Domingo  is  fituated  in  the  Atlaiitick 
Ocean,  about  three  thoufand  five  hundred  miles  from  the 
Land's  End  of  England  ;  the  eaftern  point  lying  in  north  lati- 
tude 18°  20',  and  in  longitude  68'  40'  W.  from  Greenwich.  The 
ifland  extends  about  one  hundred  and  forty  miles  in  the  broadeft 
part,  from  north  to  fouth,  and  three  hundred  and  ninety  from 
eafl  to  weft.  In  a  country  of  fuch  magnitude,  diverfified  with 
plains  of  vaft  extent,  and  mountains  of  prodigious  height,  is 
probably  to  be  found  every  fpecies  of  foil  which  nature  has 
affigned  to  all  the  tropical  parts  of  the  earth.  In  general,  it  is 
fertile  in  the  higheft  degree  ;  every  where  v/ell  watered,  and 
producing  almoft  every  variety  of  vegetable  nature,  for  ufe  and 
beauty,  for  food  and  luxury,  which  the  laviih.  hand  of  a  boun- 
tiful Providence  has  beftowed  on  the  richeft  portion  of  the 
globe  ;  and  the  liberality  of  nature  was  laudably  feconded  by 
the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants.  Until  thofe  ravages  and 
devaftations  which  I  have  had  the  painful  tafk  of  recording, 
iieformed  and  deftroyed,  with  undiftinguifhing  barbarity,  both 
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the  bounties  of  nature,  and  the  labours  of  art ;  the  pofleffions 
of  France  in  this  noble  ifland  were  confidered  as  the  o-arden  of 
the  Weft  Indies  ;  and  for  beautiful  fcenery,  richnefs  of  foil, 
falubrity  and  variety  of  chmate,  might  juftly  be  deemed  the 
Paradife  of  the  Ne%u  World. 

Of  the  territories  which  remained  exclufively  in  poffeffion  of 
the  original  conquerors,  the  Spaniards,  my  information  is  very 
imperfea.  I  fliall  hereafter  give  the  bell;  account  I  have  been 
able  to  collea  concerning  them.  On  the  fouthern  coaft,  more 
efpecially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ancient  city,  from 
which  the  ifland  derives  its  prefent  name,  the  lands  are  faid  to 
be  among  the  befl,  and  without  doubt  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  remainder  requires  only  the  hand  of  the  cultivator  to  be- 
come very  productive.  The  interior  country  contains  extenfive 
favannahs,  or  plains,  many  of  them  occupied  only  by  wild 
fwine,  horfes,  and  horned  cattle  ;  for  the  Spaniards  having  ex- 
terminated the  fimple  and  unoffending  natives,  fupplied  their 
place  with  herds  of  domeflick  animals,  which  runnins-  wikL 
foon  multiplied  beyond  computation.  Thus  does  the  tyranny 
of  man  convert  the  fruitful  habitations  of  his  fellow-creatures 
into  a  wildernefs  for  beafts !  In  the  prefent  cafe,  however,  the 
crime  brought  down  its  own  punlfhment  ; — a  punifhment 
which  almofl  revenged  the  wrongs  of  the  helplefs  Ame- 
ricans ; — and  who  does  not  wifh  that  avarice,  ambition,  and 
cruelty,  may  be  thus  always  entangled  in  their  own  projefts  ? 

The  reader  is  doubtlefs  apprized  that  I  here  allude  to   the 
eftabliihment   in   St.  Domingo,  of  that  daring  and   defperate 

band 
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band  of  adventurers,  the  Bi(ca?iiers  ; — an  aiTociation  conftituted 
of  men  of  all  countries  and  defcriptions,  but  oi  v.-hom  it  mav 
truly  be  iaid,  that  if  felf-prefervation  be  a  law  of  nature,  the 
hoftilities  which  thev  maintained  for  upwards  of  ffty  vears 
againfl:  their  oppreffors,  \vere  more  juftiiiable  and  legitimate  in 
their  origin,  than  all  the  vrars  v>-hich  the  pride  and  ambition  of 
kings  and  nations  have  occasioned,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world  to  the  prelent  hour.  As  the  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards 
firfl  compelled  thefe  men,  from  a  fenfe  of  common  danger,  to 
unite  their  ftreno;th.  fo  the  blind  policv  of  flocking  \'i'ith  cattle 
a  country  of  fuch  extent,  became  their  fiipport ;  for  the  flefb  of 
thole  animals  fupplied  them  \^-ith  food,  and  thev  purchafed 
arms,  am.miunition,  and  clothing  vrith  the  fkins. 


HAP. 
IX. 


Of  the  rile  of  thefe  people,  and  the  primarv  caufe  of  their 
combining  together  to  make  reprifals  on  the  Spaniili  fettle- 
ments,  a  fliort  account  may  be  necelTary  :  I  have  €he\^-here 
treated  the  fubiecl  more  at  larg-e  fa). — Thev  confilted  orig-inallv 
of  a  body  of  French  and  Englifh  planter-s,  x^'hom.,  in  the  year 
1629,  a  Spanifh  armament  had  expelled  from  the  ifland  of 
St.  Chriftopher,  M'ith  circumfrances  of  outrageo^js  barbarity, 
Drix-en  from  thence,  by  a  force  which  they  could  not  refifi:,  as 
the  only  akernative  of  efcaping  from  flaughter  or  flaverv,  they 
fled  in  open  boats  with  their  families,  and  poffelTet:!  themfelves 
cf  die  foiall  unoccupied  ifland  of  l^ortuga,  fituated  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  northern  coaft  of  St.  Domingo.  Here  they  A^-ere 
jomed   by   a  confiderable   number   of   Dutch    emigrants  from 


VCL.  III. 


(a)    Vol.  I.  Book  ii.   C.  2. 

X 


Santa 


I 


154 


HISTORICAL    SURVEY    OF 


IX. 


CHAP.  Santa  Cruz,  whom  the  avarice  and  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards  had 
compelled,  in  like  manner,  to  roam  over  the  ocean  for  fhelter, 
after  having  witneffed  the  mafTacre  of  many  of  their  number 
even  to  the  women  and  children.  Companions  in  adverfity, 
thefe  poor  exiles  learnt  mutual  forbearance  from  their  common 
llifferings  ;  for,  although  they  were  compofed  of  three  different 
nations,  they  appear  to  have  lived  for  fome  years  in  perfeft 
harmony  v/ith  each  other.  Their  mode  of  life  contributed  to 
produce  the  fame  beneficial  effed: :  finding  a  country  of  im- 
meafarable  extent  in  their  neighbourhood  aboundino-  in  cattle, 
their  time  was  chiefly  occupied  in  hunting  ;  an  employment 
which  left  no  leifure  for  diffenfion,  and  afforded  them  both 
exercife  and  food.  The  plains  of  St.  Domingo  were  con- 
fidered,  however,  merely  as  their  hunting  grounds :  Tortuo-a 
continued  their  home,  and  place  of  retreat.  Here  their 
women  and  young  people  cultivated  fmall  plantations  of 
tobacco  (an  herb,  of  which,  in  hot  and  moiff  climates,  the 
praftice  of  inhaling  the  fmoke,  feems  to  be  pointed  out  by  na- 
ture) ;  and  as  the  coafi:  was  rugged,  and  of  difficult  apjioach, 
they  fondly  hoped  that  their  obfcurity  would  proteft  them  from 
further  perfecution. 


If  the  government  of  Spain  had  been  aduated  at  this  time 
by  motives  of  wifdom,  it  would  indeed  have  left  theie  poor 
people  to  range  over  the  wildernefs  unmolefted.  It  ouo-ht  to 
have  known,  that  the  occupation  of  hunting  diverted  them 
from  projeds  of  vengeance,  and  deeds  of  greater  enterprize  ; 
but  tyranny  is  without  forefight,  and  the  reftlefs  and  remorfelefs 
bigotry  of  the  Spanifh  nation  allowed  the  fugitives  no  refpite. 

An 
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An  armament  was  collecled,  and  preparations  made  to    effecl     CHAP. 

their  utter  extermination ;  the  commanders  of  which,  taking         ^^' 

occafion   when    the    ableft   of  the    men   had  reforted   to    the 

larger  ifland  in  their  ufual  purfuit,   landed  a  body  of  foldiers 

at  Tortuga,  and  making  captives  of  the  women   and  children, 

the  old  and  infirm,  caufed   them   all  to   be  maffacred   without 

mercy. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  miferable  people  ^^■ho  ^verc 
-thus  purfued  to  deflruclion,  like  beafts  of  prey,  had  been 
guilty  of  any  outrages  or  depredations  on  the  fliips  or  fubjecls 
of  Spain,  which  called  for  fuch  exemplary  vengeance.  Neither 
was  it  imputed  to  them  as  a  crime  that  thev  had  polTefled 
them.felves  of  Tortuga,  or  that  they  roam.ed  about  the  defarts 
of  St.  Domingo  in  pui-iliit  of  cattle  which  had  no  ov/ners. 
Their  guilt  confifted  in  the  circumftance  of  being  born  out  of 
the  Sparifh  territories,  and  prefuming  nevertheltfs  to  venture 
into  any  part  of  the  New  World  ;  for  the  arrogant  prefumption 
and  extravagant  felhllmefs  of  this  bigotted  nation,  led  them  to 
appropriate  all  the  countries  of  America  to  themfelvcs.  They 
claimed  even  the  fole  and  excluiive  right  of  failing  on  anv  fuch 
part  of  the  main  ocean  as,  in  their  judgment,  confiituted  a 
portion  of  the  newly-difco^■ered  hemifphere  ;  and  flrict  orders 
were  iffued  to  all  their  commanders,  bv  fea  and  land,  to  feize 
the  (hips  and  fubjecls  of  all  other  people  that  fhould  be  found 
within  the  boundaries  which  they  had  prefcribed,  and  to  punifh 
the  intruders  vrith  flavery  or  death. — "We  have  isen  in  v.'hat 
manner  thofe  orders  were  executed. 
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It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  no  alternative  remained  to  the 
occupiers  of  Tortuga,  but  to  turn  on  their  purfuers,  and  wage 
oftenlive  war  on  thofe  v^'ho  would  allow  of  no  peace  with  them. 
If  the  juftice  of  their  caufe  be  ftill  a  queftion,  let  the  records  of 
time  be  coniulted  ;  let  an  appeal  be  made  to  that  rule  of  con- 
duel,  which  (to  ufe  an  eloquent  expreffion  of  Lord  Coke) 
is  wr'itte'/i  by  the  finger  of  God  on  the  heart  of  man  ;  and  let 
hiftory  and  reafon  determine,  whether  any  inftance  of  hoftility, 
in  the  annals  of  mankind,  can  be  defended  on  bettei'  grounds. 
To  fuch  men,  in  fuch  a  caufe,  no  dangers  were  too  formida- 
ble, no  obftacles  too  great.  Inured  by  their  mode  of  life,  to 
the  viciffitudes  of  the  climate,  united  among  themfelves,  and 
animated  by  all  the  motives  and  paflions  which  can  inflame  the 
human  mind  to  great  exertion,  they  became  the  moll  formida- 
ble antagonifls  which  the  Spaniards  had  ever  encountered,  and 
displayed  fuch  deeds  of  valour  and  fuccefsful  enterprize,  as  (all 
clrcumftances  confidered)  have  never  been  equalled  before  or 
lince. 


From  a  party  of  thefe  adventurers  (chiefly  natives  of  Nor- 
mandy) the  French  colony  in  St.  Domingo  derived  its  origin. 
By  what  means  they  were  induced  to  feparate  from  their 
afibciates  in  danger,  to  relinquifh  the  gratification  of  revenge 
and  avarice,  and  exchange  the  tumults  of  war  for  the  tem- 
perate occupations  of  huibandry,  it  is  neither  within  my  pro- 
vince nor  ability  to  explain.  JVIany  of  them,  without  doubt, 
were  men  who  had  been  driven  from  Europe  by  indigent  cir- 
cumflances  and  defperate  fortunes  ;  fome,  by  the  cruelty  of  cre- 
ditors ;    and  others,   perhaps,  by   the   confcioufnefs    of    their 

crimes. 
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crimes.       Captivated    by    tTie    renown,    and    allured    by    tlie 
wealth    of   the    Bucaniers,    they  joined    in    their   expeditions 
againft  the   Spaniards   from   no  better  motives  than  thofe  of- 
plunder  and  rapine  ;  and  to   fuch  men  muft  be  imputed  thofe 
outrages  and  exceflfes  which  have  ftamped  the   proceedings  of- 
the  v^'hole  afibciation  ^^'ith  infamy  (b).     But  there  is  a  time  for- 

(h)  I  conceive,  however,  that  thefe  have  been  wonderfu'Iy  magnified  and  exag- 
gerated. The  narrative  called  The  Hijhry  of  the  Bucaniers,  pubhfhed  tov/ards  the 
latter  end  of  the  laft  century,  which  has  been  quoted  by  writers  of  all  defcriptions 
ever  fince  as  of  uaqueflionable  authority,  was  originally  written  in  Dutch,  by  one 
John  Efquemeling,  who  confeiTes  that  he  had  been  one  of  the  Bucaniers,  and  was 
expelled  from  their  fociety.  The  reports  of  fueh  a  writer  ought  to  have  been 
received  with  great  caution ;  but  there  is  a  ftill  Wronger  circumftance  to  excite 
fufpicion  ;  and  it  is  this  :  The  Engliih  work  is  not  taken  from  the  Dutch  ori- 
ginal, but  from  a  Spanijh  tranf.ation  ;  and  to  fuppofe  that  a  Spaniard  would  fpeak 
favourably  of  the  Bucaniers,  is  the  very  excefs  of  human  credulity.  Not  havino-  the 
original  book  to  refer  to,  I  cannot  pronounce  with  certainty ;  but  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  many  of  the  tragical  flories  concerning  the  torture  of  the  Spanifh  prifoners, 
and  the  violation  of  the  women,  are  interpolations  of  the  Spanifh  tranilator,  I 
form  this  conclufion  from  the  malignity  difplayed  towards  the  character  of  the 
famous  Sir  Henry  J^lcrgan.  If  we  may  believe  the  account  given  of  this  ^alianc- 
commander,  he  was  the  moft  inhuman  monfter  that  ever  exifled.  Yet  this  very 
man  (who  by  the  way  acted  under  a  regular  commiiTion  r.nd  letters  of  repriza! 
from  g:;vernm.ent)  after  he  had  quitted  the  fea,  was  recommended  by  the  ear!  of 
Carlifle  to  be  his  fucceflbr  in  the  government  of  Jamaica,  and  was  accordingly 
appointed  lieutenant-governor  in  the  carl's  abfence.  He  ^fterv.'ards  received  the 
honour  of  knighthood  from  King  Charles  II.  and  paffed  die  remainder  of  his  life  on 
his  plantation  in  Jamaica.  By  the  kindnefs  of  a  friend  in  that  ifiand,  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  perufing  fome  of  Sir  Henry  Alorgan's  original  private  letters; 
and  this  I  will  fay,  that  they  manifefl  fuch  a  fpirit  of  humanity,  juftice,  liberality. 
and  piety,  as  prove  that  he  has  either  been  groisly  traduced,  or  that  he  was  the 
greateft  hypocrite  living  ;— a  charafter  ill-fuitsd  to  the  frank  and  fearlefs  temper  of 
the  man. 

all 
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all  things  ;  and  the  change  of  life  in  there  men  confirms  the  ob- 
fervation  of  an  elegant  writer,  that  "  as  there  is  no  foil  which 
"  will  not  fhew  itfeU"'  grateful  to  culture,  fo  there  is  no  dill^o- 
"  fition,  no  character  of  mankind,  which  may  not,  by  dexterous 
"  management,  be  turned  to  the  publick  advantage  (c)'''  It 
%\'as  a  happy  circumftance  in  the  infancy  of  their  eftablifliment, 
that  while  they  were  too  obfcure  for  the  notice  of  the  govern- 
ment, they  had  no  check  given  to  their  induftry  by  the  chill 
influence  of  poverty.  To  a  fortunate  exemption  from  the  hand 
of  power,  and  the  facility  with  which  they  were  fupplied  with 
the  common  neceffaries  of  life,  they  v/ere  indebted  for  their 
prefervation  and  profperity.  A  mediocrity  of  condition,  and 
equal  freedom,  excited  the  ipirit  of  emulation  among  them  ;  but 
oppreffion  would  have  produced  difcouragement ;  and  {loth, 
not  induftry,  is  the  offspring  of -wretchednefs. 


Of  the  progreffive  purfuits  of  thefe  people  in  extending  the 
footing  which  they  had  obtained,  until  the  French  government 
accepted  their  fubmifiion,  acknowledged  them  as  faithful 
fubjeds,  and  availed  itfelf  of  their  labours, — and  the  final  ceffion 
to  France  of  the  weftern  part  of  St.  Domingo,  by  the  peace  of 
Ryfwick,  the  reader  will  find  an  ample  account  in  the  hillory 
of  this  ifland  by  Pere  Charlevoix.  It  is  therefore  unnecefTary 
for  me  to  detail  what  an  author  fo  well  informed  in  the  ancient 
tranfaclions  of  the  colony,  has  written.  All  that  my  Englifn 
reader  will  expeft,  is  an  account  of  the  political  and  topogra- 
phical flate  of  the  colony  ;   its   population,  produce,   and  ex- 


(c)   European  Settlements,  Vol.  II.  p.  109. 
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ports  at  the  time  my  Hiftory  commences;  and  thefe  particulars    CHAP, 
will  be  found  in  what  remains  of  the  prefent  Chapter.  ^^' 

The  pofleffions  of  the  French  in  St,   Domingo,  as  I  have 
elfewhere  obferved,  were  divided  ijito  three  gj  eat  departments, 
called  the  Northern,  the  Weftern,  and  the  Southern  Provinces, 
The  Northern  Province  comprehended  a  Hne  of  fea-coafi;  ex- 
tending about  forty  leagues,  from  the  river  MalTacre,  to  Cape  ■ 
St.    Nicholas,    and   contained  (including    Tortuga)    twentv-iix 
parifhes.      Its  population,  in  the  beginning  of  1790,  confifled 
of  11,996   white  inhabitants   of  all  ages,  and   164,656   negro 
flaves.     The  number  of  fugar  plantations  was  288,  of  which - 
258  made  what  is  called  cJayeJ,  or  foft  white  fugar,  and  3c  ?nuf-' 
covado,  or  raw  fugar.      It  reckoned  2,009  plantations  of  coifee, - 
66  of  cotton,  443   of  indigo,  and   215  fmaller  eftabliihments, 
fuch    as    provifion-grounds,     cacao-groves,    tan-pits,    potteries, . 
brick-kilns,   &c. 

Of  the  towns  and  harbours  in  the  Northern  Province,  the  ; 
chief  were  thofe  of  Cape  Fran9ois,    Fort  Dauphin,    Port  De 
Paix,  and  Cape  St.  Nicholas.      I  fhail  treat  onlv  of  the  firit  and., 
the  lafr. 

The  town  of  Cape  Francois  (which  in  time  of  war  v/as  the  - 
feat  of  the  French  government)  would  have  ranked,  for  beauty 
and  regularity,  among  the  cities  of  the  fecond  clafs  in  any  part 
of  Europe.  It  confided  of  between  eight  and  nhie  hundred 
houfes  of  flone  and  brick,  many  of  them  handfome  and  com- 
modious, beiides  {hops  and  warehoufes;    and  it  contained  two 

ma2;niiicent 
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mag;nihcent  fquares,  ornamented  each  with  a  publick  fountain. 
The  chief  publick  buildings  were  the  church;  the  government- 
houfe  (formerly  a  convent  belonging  to  the  Jefuits);  a  fuperb 
barrack  for  troops;  a  royal  arfenal;  a  prifon;  a  play-houie;  and. 
two  hofpitals.  The  number  of  free  inhabitants  of  all  colours, 
was  eftimated  at  eight  thouiand,  excluiive  of  the  king's  troops 
and  fea-faring  people.  The  domeflick  fla^-es  were  faid  to  be 
about  tvvxlve  thoufand.  The  fituation  of  the  town,  however, 
was  not  to  be  commended.  It  was  built  at  the  foot  of  a  very 
high  mountain,  called  he  Morn  ciu  Cap,  which  abounds  indeed 
with  fprings  of  excellent  water,  and  furnifhed  a  great  fupply  of 
o-arden  vegetables,  but  it  intercepted  the  land-wind,  and  rever- 
berated the  ravs  of  the  fun.  The  town  arofe  to  opulence  chiefly 
from  the  com.rnodioulhefs  of  its  harbour,  and  the  extreme  fer- 
tility of  the  plain  adjoining  hL  to  the  eaft,  adiftrift  fifty  miles  in 
leno-th,  and  twelve  in  breadth,  appropriated  folely  to  the  culti- 
vation of  fugar  (the  plantations  of  which  were  divided  from 
each  other  only  by  hedges  of  citrons  and  limes)  and  yielding 
•s-reater  returns  than  perhaps  any  other  fpot  of  the  fame  extent 
in  the  habitable  globe. 

The  town  of  Cape  St.  Nicholas  confifls  of  about  250  houfes, 
which  are  chiefly  built  of  American  wood.  It  is  fneltered  by  a 
bighblufl",  called  the  TvM^;  and  having  been  a  free-port,  was  a 
place  of  confiderable  trade,  and  particularly  reforted  to  by  the 
fliips  of  America.  It  is -chiefly  known,  however,  for  the  fafety 
and  extent  of  its  harbour,  which  is  juftly  called  the  key  of  the 
Windward  paffage;  and  the  fortifications  towards  the  fea  are 
-reckoned  among  the  frrongeft  in  the  Weft  Indies,     On  the  fide 

of 
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ef  the  land  they  are  overlooked  by  the  furroundhig  heights,  and    C  H^A  R 
hence  it  is  concluded,  that  although  it  might  be  difficult  to  take 
the  place  by  an  invading  armament,  it  would  be  ftill  more  diffi- 
cult to  retain  it  afterwards,  unlefs  pofTerfioii  was  obtained  alfo  of 

the  interior  country. 

The  Weftern  province  began  at  Cape  St.  Nicholas,  and  ex- 
tending along  the  line  of  coaft  which  forms  the  bight  of  Leo- 
gane,  for  upwards  of  one  hundred  leagues,  terminated  at  Cape 
Tiburon,  It  contained  fixteen  parifhes,  and  four  chief  towns, 
namely,  Port  au  Prince,  St,  Marc,  Leogane,  and  Petit  Goave ; 
befides  villages,  of  which  thofe  of  Gonaives,  Arcahaye,  and 
Croix  des  Bouquets,  are  not  inconfiderable.  The  only  good 
harbours  in  this  great  extent  of  coaft  are  thofe  of  Port  au  Prince 
and  Gonaives.  All  the  other  fliipping-places  are  open  roads, 
fometimes  much  expofed. 

Port  au  Prince  (except  in  time  of  war,  when  the  Go* 
vernor-General  was  direded  to  remove  to  Cape  Francois)  was 
confidered  as  the  metropolis  of  the  colony.  In  1 790  it  confided 
of  about  600  houfes,  and  contained  2,754  white  inhabitants  fdj. 
The  fituation  is  low  and  marfliy,  and  the  climate,  in  confe- 
quence,  very  unhealthy.  It  is  furrounded  moreover  by  hills, 
which  comip.and  both  the  town  and  the  harbour;  but  both  the 

(d)  The  free  people  of  colour  were  eftimated  at  4,000,  and  the  enflaved  negroes 
it  about  8,000:  but  being  comprehended  in  the  general  return  for  the  whole  diftnft, 
ihey  are  no  where  afccrtained  with  preciiion. 
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hills  and  the  vallies  are  abundantly  fertile.  To  the  eafl  is 
lituated  the  noble  plain  of  Cvil  de  Sac,  extending  from  thirty  to 
forty  miles  in  length  by  nine  in  breadth,  and  it  contained  one 
•hundred  and  fifty  fugar-plantations,  moft  of  which  were  capable 
of  being  watered  in  times  of  drought,  by  canals  admirably  con- 
trived and  dilpofed  for  that  purpofe.  The  circumjacent  moun- 
tains were  at  the  fame  time  clothed  with  plantations  of  coffee,, 
which  extended  quite  to  the  Spanifh  fettlements.. 

The  population  and  ftate  of  agriculture  in  the  Weflern  Pro- 
vince were  as  follow:  white  inhabitants  of  all  ages  12,798; 
negroes  in  a  ftate  of  flavery  192,901;  plantations  of  clayed 
fugar  135,  of  mufcovado  222.  Plantations  of  coffee  894,  of 
cotton  489,  of  indigo  1,952,  befides  343  fmaller  fettlements. 

The  Southern  Province,  extending  upwards  of  fixty  leagues 
from  Cape  Tiburon,  along  the  fouthern  coafi:  of  the  ifland  to 
L'Ance  a  Pitre,  contained  twelve  par:flies,  and  three  chief 
towns,  Les  Cayes,  Jeremie,  and  Jacm.cl;  places  of  which  I 
Ihall  hereafter  have  occafion  to  fpeak.  It  poffelTes  no  fafe  har- 
bours, and  its  roads  are  dangerous.  '  The  fliipping  that  load  at 
Les  Cayes  take  refjge,  during  the  hurricane  feafon,  at  La  Baye 
des  Flamands. 


The  population  in  this  department  was  compofed  of  6,037 
v/hites,  and  76,812  negro  (laves.  Its  eflablilTiments  conlifted 
of  38  })lantations  of  white  iugar,  and  iio  of  mulcovado;  214 
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The  quantity  of  land  in  cultivation  throughout  all  the  parities 
was  763,923  carreaux  i^^y,  equal  to  2,289,480  Englifli  acres,  of 
which  about  two-thirds  were  fituated  in  the  mountains;  and 
that  the  reader  may  have  a  ftate  of  the  agriculture  at  one  viev/, 
I  fhall  fubjoin  a  fummary  of  the  preceding  accounts,  from 
whence  it  will  appear  that  the  French  colony  coatauied,  the 
beginning  of  1790, 

431   plantations  of  clayed  fugar, 
362         -     -     -  of  mufcovado. 

Total    -    793  plantations  of  fugar. 
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-  -     -  of  coffee, 

-  -     -  of  cotton, 

-  -     -  of  indigo, 

54         -     -     -  of  cacao,  or  chocolate, 
623  fmaller  fettlements,    chieflv  for  railing:  erain, 
yams,  and  other  vegetable  food, 

iVIaking  8,536  efi:ablil]iments    of  all    kinds    throughout    the 
■  colony. 

The 


(e)  The  carreau  cf  land  in  St.  Domingo  is  lOO  paces  fqiiare,  of  3f  French  feet 
each;  the  fuperfices  122,500  feet.  The  Paris  foot  is  divided  into  twelve' inches,  and 
each  intotwelve  lines;  wherefore,  if  vrefuppofe  each  line  to  be  divided  into  310  parts, 
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The  population  in  1 790,  on  a  like  fummary,  appears  to  ha^'e 
been  30,831  whites  of  both  fexes  and  all  ages  (excluiive  of  Eu- 
ropean troops  and  fea-faring  people),  and  434,429  negro  flaves. 
In  this  account,  however,  the  domeftick  flaves,  and  negro  me- 
chanicks  employed  in  the  feveral  towns,  are  not  comprehended. 
They  amounted  to  about  46,000,  which  made  the  number  of 
negro  flaves  throughout  the  colony  480,000. 

Of  the  free  people  of  colour,  no  very  accurate  account  was 
obtained.  Monf.  Marbois,  the  intendant,  reported  them  in 
1787  at  about  2O5OOO.  In  1790,  the  general  opinion  fixed 
them  at  24,000. 

The  exterior  appearance  of  the  colony,  as  I  have  obferved  in 
another  place,  every  where  demonftrated  great  and  increafing 
prosperity.  Cultivation  was  making  rapid  advances  over  the 
country.  The  towns  abounded  in  warehoufes,  which  were 
filled  with  the  richeft  commodities  and  productions  of  Europe, 
and  the  harbours  were  crouded  with  fhipping.  There  were 
freighted  in  1787,  for  Europe  alone,  470  fliips,  containing 
1 1 2,253  tons,  and  navigated  by  1 1 ,220  feamen.  JVIany  of  them 
were  veffels  of  very  large  burthen;  and  the  following  is  an  ac- 
curate account,  from  the  intendant's  return,  of  the  general  ex- 
ports, on  an  average  of  the  years  1787,  1788,  and  1789;  viz. 

AVERAGET 


the  Paris  foot  will  be  1,440  parts,  the  London  1,350.  Thefe  proportions  were  fettled 
by  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences.  The  Jamaica  acre  contains  43,5t)0  Englifli  feet 
fuperficial  meafure;  which  being  multiplied  by  1,350,  and  the  total  divided  by 
*}44*>>  gives  40,837^,  or  about  one-third  part  of  the  carreau  of  St.  Domingo. 
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AVERAGE      EXPORTS      FROM      THE      FRENCH      PART      OF      ST. 

DOMINGO,    BEFORE  THE  REVOLUTION. 

Li  V  res. 

Clayed  fugar lbs.   58,642,214  -   41,049,549 

Mufcovado  fugar    -     -     -     -     lbs.   86,549,829   -   34,619,931 

Coffee lbs.   71,663,187  -   71,663,187 

Cotton lbs.      6,698,858   -   12,397,716 

Indigo Hhds.    -    951,607   -      8,564,463 

Molaffes      -----       Hhds.    -      23,061   -     2,767,320 

An  inferior  fort  of  rum,  7         tti  1  i- 

,,    ,      rr  c         Hhds.    -        2,600  -    -    312,000 

called  taffia  -     -     -  3  ^      ' 

Raw  hides  --------     N"   6,500  -    -       52,000 

Tann'd  ditto     -------    N"  7,900  -    -     1 1 8,500 

The  total  value  at  the  ports  of  fhipping;,  in  livres} 

of  St.  Dommgo,  was  -------      ^'    'jt-t? 


being  equal  to  ^.4,956,780  fterling  money  of  Great  Britain; 
and  if  alt  the  fmuggled  articles  were  added,  together  with  the 
value  of  mahogany  and  other  woods,  the  whole  amount  would 
probably  exceed  five  millions  of  pounds  fterling  *. 


If  this  ftatement  be  compared  by  the  rule  of  proportion  with 
the  exports  from  Jamaica,  the  refult  will  be  confiderably  in 
favour  of  St.  Domingo;  /.  e.  it  will  be  found  that  the  planters  of 
Jamaica  receive  fmaller  returns  from  the  labours  of  their  ne- 
groes, in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  than  the  planters  of  St. 

*  Vide  Appendix,  Table  N"  2,  from  whence  it  will  appear  that  the  exports  for 
1791  greatly  exceeded  the  average  above  given,  both  in  quantities  and  value. 
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Domingro  have  received  from  theirs.  For  this  difference  various 
caufes  have  been  affigned,  and  advantages  allowed,  and  qualities 
aicribed  to  the  French  planters,  which  I  venture  to  pronounce, 
on  full  enquiry,  had  no  exiftence.  The  true  caufe  arofe,  un- 
doubtedlv,  from  the  fuperior  fertility  of  the  foil,  and  the  pro- 
digious benefit  which  refulted  to  the  French  planters  from  the 
Ij-ftem  of  watering  their  fugar-lands  in  extreme  dry  weather. 
This  is  an  advantage  which  nature  has  denied  to  the  lands  in 
Jamaica,  except  in  a  very  few  places;  but  has  freely  beftowed 
on  many  parts  of  St.  Domingo;  and  the  planters  there  availed 
themfelves  of  it  with  the  happieft  fuccefs  (f). 

And 


ef)  Having  Riade  diligent  enquiry  into  the  average  produce  of  the  French  fugar- 
lands  in  St.  Domingo  while  on  the  fpot,  I  venture  to  give  the  following  eftimate,  as 
nearly  founded  in  truth  as  the  fubjeft  will  admit. 

In  the  North,  the  diflriiSls  of  Ouanaminthe,  Martbaroux,  and  Quartier  Dauphin, 
generall  V  yielded  from  fix  to  feven  thoufand  pounds  weight  of  mufcovado  fugar  for  each 


carreau  in  canes ;  the  average  is 
Jaquizi  - 

Liiisonade 
Q^iarticr  Morin 
riaincuNord,  Limbc,   Petile  Anfe 


6,500 
7,000 
9,000 
6,coo 
5-cco 


The  average  of  the  whole  is  6,70Glb3.   each  carreau. — This  part  0/  St. 
Domingo  was  not  watered. 

In  the  Weft — St.  Marc,    L'Artibonite,    and   Gonaives,  each  caireau 

yielded              ______  8,500 

\'azcs,  Archaye,  UoucafTin                 _              _              _  io,ooo 

Cul  Je  Sac               -             -             -             -             -  9,000 

LcoL-ane                   -             -             -             -             -  6,5^0 


33oOO 


Tire  aver&gc  is  8,500  lbs.  the  carreau. — All  thefe  difl:ri'5ts  were  v,-atcrcJ. 
5) 


3!,cct) 
In 
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And  fuch,  in  the  days  of  its  profperity,  was  the  French  CHAP 
colony  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Domingo.  I  have  now  prefented  to 
my  readers  both  fides  of  the  medal.  To  Great  Britain^ 
above  all  other  nations  of  the  earth,  the  fac5is  v/hich  I  have  re- 
lated may  furnifh  an  important  leiTon;  and  it  is  fuch  a  one  as 
requires  no  comment  I 

In  the  Sout±L— the  diftrids  of  Grand  Goave,  Les-Cayes,  Plaine  du  Fond, 
L'Iflet,  &c,  -which  likewife  were  watered,  yielded         _         _         _  y  coo 

The  general  average,  on  the  whole,  is  7,500  lbs.  from  each  carreau  in  canes;  to 
which  add  8|  per  cent,  for  the  difference  between  the  Engl ifh  and  French  weights, 
the  total  is  8,137  lbs.  for  every  th.ee  acres  Englifh,  or  2,712  lbs.  per  acre;  being 
nearly  two-thirds  more  than  the  general  yielding  of  all  the  land  in  canes  throughout 
Jamaica. 
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CHAP.      X. 

Emigrations — 0^'ertures  to  the  BritiJJi  Government  accepted- 
Situation  and  Strength  of  the  Republican  Party  in  St.  Domingo, 
and  Difpofition  of  the  Inhabitants— Negro  Slavery  aboUJlied  by 
the  French  Commifioners— Armament  allotted  for  the  Inva/ion  of 
the  coimtry — Surrender  of  Jercmie  and  the  Mcle  at  Cape  St, 
Nicholas — Unfuccefsful  Attempt  on  Cape  I'ihuron— Further 
Proceedings  of  the  Britijli  Army  until  the  Arrival  of  General 
JVJiyte — Capture  of  Port  au  Prince. 

THE  deftruaion  of  the  beautiful  city  of  Cape  Francois, 
and  the  maffacre  of  moft  of  the  white  inhabitants,  were 
the  fad  events  which  terminated  our  hidorical  detail  at  the  clofe 
of  the  eighth  Chapter.  It  was  obferved,  however,  that  M. 
Galbaud  and  his  partizans,  among  whom  were  comprehended 
many  refpeftable  families,  had  fortunately  embarked  on  the 
fhipsin  the  harbour,  juft  before  the  revolted  negroes  entered 
the  town.  Happy  to  fly  from  a  country  devoted  to  ruin,  they 
direded  their  courfe  to  the  United  States  of  North  America; 
and  to  the  honour  of  the  human  character  (debafed  as  we  have 
beheld  it  in  other  fituations)  they  found  there,  what  great  num- 
le  s  of  their  unhappy  fellow-citizens  had  found  before  them,  a 
refuge  from  the  reach  of  perfecution,  and  an  afylum  from  the 
prefTure  of  poverty. 

2  Emigrations 
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Emigratioxs  from  all  parts  of  St.  Dominc-o  now  prevailed  C  H  A  P. 
to  a  great  extent.  ?>Iany  of  the  planters  ren:oved  with  their  ,_  ^1'  , 
families  to  the  neighbouring  iflands;  fome  of  them  took  refus-e  ^793- 
in  Jamaica;  and  feveral  thoufands  tranfported  themfelves  to 
different  parts  of  the  continent  of  North  America.  Mod  of 
thefe  were  perlcns  of  peaceable  tempers,  who  fought  onlv  to 
procure  the  m.ere  neceflaries  of  life  in  fafety  and  quiet.  A  tew 
of  the  planters,  having  other  objefts  in  view,  repaired  to  Great 
Britain,  It  is  a  circumftance  \^ithin  mv  ou'n  knowled^re,  that 
fo  early  as  the  latter  end  of  1791,  application  had  been  made  bv 
fome  of  them  to  the  King's  minifters,  requefting  that  an  arm.a- 
ment  mJ:ght  be  fent  to  take  poiTeffion  of  the  countrv  for  the  Kino- 
ef  Great  Britain,  and  receive  the  allegiance  of  the  inhabitants. 
They  aflerted  ( — I  am  afraid  with  miuch  greater  confidence  than 
truth — )  that  all  clalTes  of  the  whites  wiihed  to  place  them^ 
felves  under  the  Englifh  dominion,  and  that,  on  the  firft  ap- 
pearance of  a  Briiilli  fquadron,  the  colony  v/ould  furrender 
without  a  ftruggle.  To  thefe  overtures  no  attention  was  at  that 
time  given;  but  in  the  beginning  of  1793,  fuch  reprefentations 
w-ere  laid  before  the  Governor  of  Jamaica,  by  certain  partizans 
from  St.  Domingo,  as  perhaps  few  men  in  General  WiHiamfon's 
lituation,  zealous  for  the  honour  of  his  country,  and  emulous 
to  diftinguifn  hin^felf  in  fome  military  enterprize,  could  eafily 
have  withftood.  He  was  ailured  by  thofe  perfons  (without  any 
authority,  as  it  appeared  afterwards,  from  the  refident  lovalills) 
not  only  that  the  whole  body  of  the  French  planters,  throush- 
out  the  colony,  were  impatient  to  furrender  the  countrv  to  'the 
Britiih  flag;  but  that  even  the  future  fafetv  of  Jamaica  depended 
Vol.  III.  Z  '  :      very 
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CHAP,  very  much  on  the  conqueiit  of  St.  Domingo.  Reafons,  not  de- 
K^,,,,^^.^,^  void  of  plauiibihtv,  were  urged  in  iupport  of  this  lait  afTertion; 
^793'  and  thus  was  this  brave  and  excellent  man  induced  to  recom- 
mend this  great  ente'prize  to  his  Majeftv's  rainifiers,  and  even 
to  folicit  permiflion  to  undertake  it  with  a  fmall  part  of  the  force 
under  his  command  in  Jamaica;  no  manner  of  apprehenhon 
being  entertained  by  him  of  any  formidable  reiiirancc. 

The  proje61:  thus  recommended  and  enforced  A^as  unfortunately 
approved  and  adopted:  For,  in  the  month  of  July  following, 
his  Majeily's  pleafure  was  lignihed  to  General  Vv^illiamfon,  that 
he  fhould  accept  terms  of  capitulation  from  fuch  difl:ri61s  of  St. 
Domingo  as  folicited  the  prote61ion  of  the  Britifli  Government; 
and  he  was  authorifed  to  employ  part  of  the  force  under  his 
comm.and,  on  fecuring  the  pofTeffion  of  the  places  that  might 
thus  furreiider. 


At  this  jun61:ure,  however,  the  only  place  in  St.  Domingo, 
the  inhabitants  of  which  had  manifefted  a  decided  wifli  to 
transfer  their  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  was  the 
little  town  of  Jeremie,  fituated  at  a  fmall  fea-port  within  the 
Bight  of  Leogane,  in  the  diftricl  of  Grand-Ance.  Thefe  peo- 
ple, by  the  perfualions  and  influence,  it  is  faid,  of  M.  de  Caduefh^ 
kad  employed  an  agent  in  Jamaica  to  negotiate  terms  with  the 
Governor  for  that  purpofe.  With  this  perfon  therefore  General 
Williamfon  now  concluded  a  treaty ;  and  an  exprefs  was  forth- 
with diipatched  to  Jeremie  to  prepare  the  loyal  inhabitants  for  a 
vifit  from  their  new  allies  and  protedors, 

M  But,.. 
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But,  before  I  proceed  to  detail  the  operations  which  followed 
this  outfet,  it  feems  neceffary,  as  well  for  the  fatisfaaioii  of  the 
reader,  as  in  juflice  to  the  gallantry  and  good  conduft  of  the 
officers  and  men  who  were  afterwards  fent   to  St.  Domino-o, 
that  fome  account  Ihould  be  given  of  the  difficulties  which  were 
to  arife,  and  the  force  that  was  to  be  encountered  in  this  attempt 
to  annex  fo  great  and  valuable  a  colony  to  the  Britifh  dominion, 
I  am  well  apprized  that  I  am  here  treading  on  tender  c^round.: 
but  if  it  fliall  appear,  as  unhappily  it  will,  that  the  perfons  at 
whofe  inflance   and    entreaty   the  fcheme  was  adopted,   either 
meant  to  deceive,  or  were  themfelves  grofsly  deceived,  in  the 
reprefentations  which  they  had  made  on  this  occafion,  it  is  mv 
province  and  my  duty  to  place  the  failure  which  enfued  to  its 
proper  account.     The  hiftorian  who,  in  fuch  cafes,  from  fear, 
favour,  or  affection,  fuppreffes  the  com.munication  of  facls,  is 
hardly  lefs  culpable  than  the  facllous   or   venal  writer,    who 
facrifices  the  interefts  o-f  truth  and  the  dignity  of  hiilory,   to  the 
prejudices  of  partv. 

The  republican  commiiiioners,  as  the  resder  has  been  in^ 
formed,  had  brought  \vith  them  from  France  fix  thoufand  cho- 
fen  troops;  which,  added  to  the  national  force  alreadv  in  the 
colony,  and  the  mihtia  of  the  country,  conftituted  a  body  of 
fourteen  or  fifteen  thoufand  eftective  men;  to  whom  were 
joined  a  motley  but  defperate  band  of  all  com.plexions  and  de^ 
fcriptions,  chiefly  fiaves  which  had  deferted  from  their  owners, 
and  negroes  colleded  from  the  jails.  All  thefe,  am.ountino-  in 
the  whole  to  about  twenty-two  thoufand  eifsclives,  were 
brought  into  fome  degree  of  order  and  difcipline;  were  v/ell 
armed.,  and,  what  is  of  infinite  importance,  vrere,  in  a  con- 

Z  2  iiderable 
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fiderable  degree,  inured  to  the  climate*.  Being  neceflarily 
difpcrfed,  however,  in  detachments  throughout  the  different 
provinces,  they  were  become  on  that  account  lels  formidable 
to  an  invading  enemy.  Awar-5  of  this  circumilance,  the  com- 
inSi'O-.isrs,  on  the  fofl:  intimation  of  an- attack  from  the  Eno-lifh 
reio;  ted  to  the  moft  defperace  expedient  to  flrengrchen  their 
party,  that  imagination  can  conceive.  They  declared  by  pro- 
clam-ation  all  manner  of  flavery  aboliflied,  and  pronounced  the 
negro  (laves  to  be  from  thenceforward  a  free  people,  on  con- 
dition of  reforting  to  their  ftandard.  From  this  moment  it 
might  have  been  forefeen  that  the  colony  was  loil;  to  Europe; 
for  though  but  few  of  the  negroes,  in  proportion  to  the  u  hole, 
joined  the  com.miffioners,  many  thoufands  choofing  to  continue 
Haves  as  they  were,  and  participate  in  the  fortunes  of  their 
mafters,  yet  vafl:  numbers  in  all  parts  of  the  colony  (apprehen- 
five  probably  that-  this  offer  of  liberty  was  too  great  a  favour  to 
be  permanent)  availed  themfeives  of  it  to  fecure  a  retreat  to  the 
mountains,  and  poflefs  themfeives  of  the  natural  faftneffes  which 
the  interior  country  affords.  Succeflive  bodies  have  fince  joined 
them,  and  have  eflablifhed  themfeives,  in  thofe  receffes,  into 

a  fort 
*  The  following  detail  is  authentick  : 
Trccps  in  St.  Domingo  on  the  arrival  of  Santhonax  and  Polverel;  .viz. 
Troops  of  the  line  which  arrived  with  the  comraiffionexs 
The  regiment  of  Cape  Francois  -  -         -         _         _ 

The  regiments  of  Artois  and  Normandy  _         - 

Stipendary  troops  enlifted  and  paid  for  by  the  colony 
The  colonial  militia,  including  free  people  of  colour 


6,000 

700 

JjOOO 
1,200 

7,000 


Black  companies  raifed  by  the  authority  of  the  commiffioners 

Total 


15,900 
6,000 

21,900 


SAINT       DOMINGO. 


^73 


1793- 


3,-  fort  of  favage  republick,  like  that  of  the  black  Charaibes  of  C  H  A  P. 
St.  Vincent,  where  they  fubfiil  in  a  great  meafure  on  the  fpon- 
taneous  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  the  wild  cattle  which  they  pro- 
cure by  hunting;  prudently  declining  offenfive  war,  and  truil:- 
ing  their  fafety  to  the  rocky  foitreiTes  which  nature  has  raifed 
around  them,  and  from  which,  in  my  opinion,  it  will  be  no- 
eafy  undertaking  to  diflodge  them  fl>J. 


Of  the  revolted  negroes  in  the  Northern  province,  many  had 
periilaed  of  difeafe  and  famine;  but  a  defperate  band,  amount- 
ing as  it  was  fuppofed  to  upwards  of  40,000,  inured  to  war, 
and  praclifed  in  devaftation  and  murder,  ftill  continued  in  arms. 
Thefe  were  ready  to  pour  down,  as  occadon  might  offer,  on  all 
nations  alike; -and- inllead  of  joining  the  Englifli  on  their  land- 


(i)  The  proclamation  alluded  to,  was  iffiied  at  Port  au  Prince,  was  figned  W  Pol- 
verel  alone,  Sanchonax  being  at  that  time  in  the  Northern  province.  It  begins  by 
declaring,  that  neither  himfeif  nor  Santhonax  are  recalled  or  difgraced.  That,  in 
order  to  encourage  the  negro  flaves  to  aiJift  in  oppofmg  the  meditated  invafion  of  the 
Englifh,  all  manner  of  fiavery  is  abolifhed;  and  the  negroes  are  thenceforward  to  con- 
fider  themfelves  as  free  citizens.  It  then  expatiates  upon  the  neceffity  of  labour,  and 
tells  the  negroes  that  they  muft  engage  to  work  as  ufual,  from  year  to  year;  but  that 
they  are  at  liberty  to  make  choice  of  their  refpefli.ve  mafters.  That  one-third  of  ths 
crop  fhall  be  appropriated  annually  to  the  purchafe  of  clothing  and  provihons  for 
their  m.aintenancej  and  that  in  the  month  of  September  in  each  year  they  are  at 
liberty  to  make  a  new  choice,  or  to  confirm  that  of  the  preceding  year.  Siich,  to 
the  befl:  of  my  remembrance  (for  I  fpeak  from  memory)  are  the  chief  pro vifions  of 
this  celebrated- proclamation,  which  I  think  extended  only  to  the  Weftern  and 
Southern  provinces;  Santhonax  being  empowered  to  make  what  other  regulations 
he  might  think  proper  for  the  Northern  province.  The  whole  appears  to  have  been 
a  matchlefs  piece  of  abfurdity;  betraying  a  lamentable  degree  of  ignorance  concern- 
i;;g-  the  manners  and  (Ji'pohtions  cf  the  negroes,  and  totally  impradicable  in  ilfelf,-. 
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P-    ing,  would  rejoice  to  facrifice  both  the  viftors  and  the  vanquiOied, 
the  invaders  and  the  invaded,  in  one  common  deftru^flion. 

CoisrcERNiN-G  the  white  proprietors,  on  whom  alone  our  de- 
pendance  was  placed,  a  large  proportion,  as  we  have  {sen,  per- 
haps more  than  nine-tenths  of  the  whole,  had  quitted  the  coun- 
try. Of  thofe  that  remained,  fome  there  were,  undoubtediv, 
who  fincerely  wiflied  for  the  refroration  of  order,  and  the  blef- 
fings  of  regular  government;  but  the  greater  part  were  perfoiis 
of  a  different  chara6]:er:  they  were  defperate  adventurers  who 
had  nothing  to  lofe,  and  every  thing  to  gain,  by  confufion  and 
anarchy:  not  a  few  of  them  had  obtained  poflefiion  of  the  efteds 
.  and  eflates  of  abfent  proprietors.  From  people  of  this  flamp, 
the  mofl:  determined  oppofition  was  neceffarily  to  be  expe61ed: 
and  unfortunately,  among  thofe  of  better  principle,  I  am  afraid 
but  a  very  fmall  number  were  cordially  attached  to  the  Eno-Iifh. 
The  majority  feem  to  have  had  nothing-  in  view  but  to  obtain  bv 
any  means  the  reftoration  of  their  eftates  and  pofTeffions.  Many 
of  them,  under  their  ancient  government,  had  belonged  to  the 
lov/er  order  of  nod/eje,  and  being  tenacious  of  titles  and  honours, 
in  proportion  as  their  pretenfions  to  real  diftindlion  were  difpu- 
table;  they  dreaded  the  introdu61ion  of  a  fyfiem  of  laws  and  go- 
vernment, v/hich  would  reduce  them  to  the  g-eneral  level  of  the 
community.  Thus,  as  their  motives  were  felfifh,  and  their  at- 
tachment feeble,  their  exertions  in  the  common  caufe  were  not 
likely  to  be  very  ftrenuous  or  efficacious.  I  do  not  find  that  the 
number  of  French  in  arms,  who  joined  us  at  any  one  period  (I 
tnean  of  white  inhabitants)  ever  exceeded  two  thoufand.  It 
were  uiijuft,  however,  not  to  obferve,  that  among  them  were 

fome 
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fome  diftingulfhed  indwiduals,  whofe  fidelity  was  above  fufplcion,   C 
and  whofe  fervices  were  highly  important  fcj. 

From  this  recapitulation  it  is  evident,  that  the  invafion  of  St. 
Domingo  was  an  enterprize  of  greater  magnitude  and  difficulty 
than  the  Britifli  governm.ent  leera  to  have  imagined.     Confider- 
iiig  the  extent  and  natural  ftrength  of  the  country,  it  m_ay  well 
be  doubted,  whether  ail  the  force  which  Great  Britain  'could 
have  fpared,  v.ould  have  been  fufficient  to  reduce  it  to  fubjsc- 
tion,  and  reftore  it  at  the  fame  time  to  fjch  a  degree  of  order 
and  fubordination,  as  to  make  it  a  colony  worth  holding.      The 
truth   undoubtedly  was,  that  General    Williamfon,    to''  whom 
the  direction  and  diilribution  of  ihe  armament  was  entrufted,. 
was  deceived,  equally  with  the  King's  miniilers,  by  the  favour- 
able accounts  and  exaggerated  reprefentations  of  fanguine  and 
interelled  individuals,  concerning  the  difpofition  of  their  coun- 
trymen, the  white  planters  remaining  in  St.  Domingo.      Inftead : 
or  the  tew  hundreds  of  them  which  afterwards  retorted  to  the 
Britifn  ftandard,  the  Governor  had  reafon  to  expecl  the  fupport 

and 

(cj  A  few  men  of  colour  alfo  diftinguifhed  themfelves  In  the  common  caufe  •  v^z 
Monfieur  Z.  P««/,  Lieutenant-colonel  of  the  St.  Marc's  legion,  who,  with  Ibout 
aoo  Alulattoes  under  his  command,  kept  the  parifh  of  L'Archaye  in  complete  fub- 
j^aion  for  a  confiderable  time,  2.  Bous^.et,  Major  of  the  Mlue  Ro^ale  of  Ve- 
xettes,  a  perfon  much  attached  to  the  English.  3.  Charles  Savory,  who  commanded 
a  very  important  poft  in  the  plain  of  Art.b3nite,  upon  the  river  D'Efterre.  Great 
confidence  was  placed  in  this  man  by  Colonel  Brifbane,  and  it  was  never  abufed.  All 
tnefe  men  were  well  educated,  and  nourifhed  deep  refentment  a.ainil  the  French 
planters,  on  account  of  the  indignities  which  the  clafs  of  coloured  oeople  had  re- 
ceived from  them.  At  Cape  Tiburon,  three  or  four  hundred  blacks  were  embodied 
y^^l  early,  uxider  a  bl.ck  general.named  lean  Kina,  who  fenxd  weU  and  faithfully. 
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P-  and  co-operation  of  at  leaft  as  many  thoufands.  In  this  fatal 
confidence,  the  armament  allotted  for  this  important  expedition 
was  compofed  of  only  the  13th  regiment  of  foot,  feven  com- 
panies of  the  49th,  and  a  detachment  of  artillery,  altogether 
amounting  to  about  eight  hundred  and  feventy,  rank  and  file^ 
fit  for  duty.  Such  was  the  force  that  was  to  annex  to  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain,  a  country  nearly  equal  in  extent,  and  in  na- 
tural ftrength  infinitely  fuperior,  to-Great  Britain  itjelf!  Speedv 
and  effectual  reinforcements  from  England  were,  however, 
promifed,  as  well  to  replace  the  troops  which  were  removed 
from  Jamaica,  as  to  aid  the  onerations  in.  St.  Dominso, 

Jn  the  meantime,  the  firfi:  divifion,  confifting  of  fix  hundred 
and  feventy-feven  rank  and  file,  under  the  comm.and  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Whitelocke,  failed  from  Port-Royal  the  9th  of 
September,  and  arrived  at  Jeremie  on  the  19th  of  the  fame 
month.  They  v/ere  efcorted  by  Commodore  Ford,  in  the  Eu- 
ropa,  accornpanied  by  four  or  five  frigates. 

As  the  propofitions,  or  terms  of  capitulation,  had  been  pre- 
vioufly  adjufted  between  the  people  of  Jeremie,  by  their  agent, 
and  General  Williamfon,  it  only  remained  for  the  Britifli  forces 
to  take  pofleffion  of  the  town  and  harbour.  Accordingly,  the 
troops  difembarked  early  the  next  morning;  the  Britifh  colours 
were  hoifted  at  both  the  forts,  with  royal  falutes  from  each, 
which  were  anfwered  by  the  Commodore  and  his  fquadron,  and 
the  oaths  of  fidelity  and  allegiance  were  taken  by  the  refident 
mhabitants,  with  an  appearance  of  great  zeal  .and  alacrity. 


At 
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At  the  fame  time  information  was  received,  that  the  gar- 
rifoii  at  the  Mole  of  Cape  St.  Nicholas,  were  inclined  to  fur- 
render  that  important  fortrefs  in  like  manner.  As  this  was  a 
circumftance  not  to  he  neglefted,  the  Commodore  immediately 
direeled  his  courfe  thither,  and,  on  the  2 2d,  took  pofleffion  of 
the  fortrefs  and  harbour,  and  received  the  allegiance  of  the 
officers  and  privates.  The  grenadier  company  of  the  13th  re- 
giment, was  forthwith  difpatched  from  Jeremie  to  take  the 
command  of  the  garrifon;  which  was  foon  afterwards  flrength- 
ened  by  the  arrival  of  the  fecond  divilion  of  the  armament  or- 
dered from  Jamaica,  confifting  of  five  companies  of  forty  men 
eadti. 
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The  voluntary  furrender  of  thefe  places  ralfed  expeflations 
in  the  people  of  England,  that  the  whole  of  the  French  colony 
in  St.  Domingo  would  fubmit  without  oppofition;  but  the  ad- 
vantages hitherto  obtained,  feem  to  have  been  greatly  ever- 
valued.  The  town  of  Jeremie  is  a  place  of  no  importance. — 
It  contains  about  one  hundred  very  mean  houfes,  and  the 
country  in  the  vicinage  is  not  remarkably  fertile ;  producing 
nothing  of  any  account  but  coffee.  At  the  Mole  of  Cape  St. 
Nicholas,  the  country  is  even  lefs  produdive  thaii  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Jeremie;  but  the  harbour  is  one  of  thefineil:  in  the 
new  world,  and  the  fortifications  vie  with  the  flrongefl:  in  the 
Weft  Indies.  Unfortunatelv,  from  the  elevation  of  the  fur- 
rounding  heights,  the  place  is  not  tenable  againfl  a  powerhil 
attack  by  land.  The  g-arrifon  confifted  onlv  of  the  reoimcnt  of 
Dillon,  which  was  reduced  by  ficknefs  or  defertion  to  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men.  The  town  itfelf,  was  in  the  higheft 
Vol.  111.  A  a  deo-ree 
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CHAP,    tiepree  hoftile:  moll:  of  the  inhabitants,  capable  of  bearing  arms, 
^'  left  the  place  on  the  arrival  of  the  Englifh,  and  joined  the  re- 

i;-93.        publican  army. 
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Zealous,  however,  to  promote  the  glory  of  the  Britifli 
name.  Colonel  Whitelocke  determined  that  his  little  army 
fhould  not  continue  ina61ive  at  Jeremie.  It  was  reprefented  to 
him,  that  the  acquifition  of  the  neighbouring  poft  of  Tiburon- 
would  prove  of  the  utmoft  importance  towards  the  fecurity  of 
Grand-Ance,  and  a  M.  Duval  pledging  himfelf  to  raife  five 
hundred  men  to  co-operate  in  its  redudion,  an  expedition  was 
undertaken  for  that  purpofe,  and  Colonel  Whitelocke,  with  molt 
of  the  Britilh  force  from  Jeremie,  arrived  in  Tiburon  Bay  on  the 
4th  of  Oclober, 


But,  on  this  occalion,  as  on  almofl  every  other,  the  Englifh 
had  a  melancholy  proof  how  little  dependance  can  be  placed  on 
French  declarations  and  alTurances.  Duval  never  made  his  ap- 
pearance, for  he  was  not  able  to  colle6l  more  than  fifty  whites; 
the  enemy's  force  was  found  to  be  far  more  formidable  than  had 
been  reprefented,  and  the  gallantry  of  our  troops  proved  un- 
availino-  againft  fuperiority  of  numbers.  They  were  compelled 
to  retreat,  with  the  lofs  of  about  twenty  men  killed  and 
woimded  *. 


The  defeat  and  difcouragement  fliilained  in  this  attack  were 
the  more  grievoufly  felt,  as  ficknefs  foon  afterwards  began  to 

*  This  Duval  being  after v/ardsfufpefled  of  correfponding  with  "the   enemy,   was 
ordered  to  quit  the  ifland,  and  he  went  to  America. 
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prevail  to  a  great  extent  in  the  army. 

was  unfavourable  in  the  higheft  degree  for  military  operations 
in  a  tropical  climate.  The  rains  were  inceflant  ;  and  the 
confrant  and  unufual  fatigue,  and  extraordinary  duty  to  ^^'hich 
the  foldiers,  froin  the  fmallnefs  of  their  number,  were  ne- 
ceflarily  fubje^i,  co-operating  with  the  fbate  of  the  weather, 
produced  the  moft  fatal  coniequences.  That  never-failing  at- 
tendant on  military  expeditions  in  the  Weft  Indies,  the  yellovy 
or  peftilential  fever,  raged  with  dreadful  virulence,  and  fo  many, 
both  of  the  feamen  and  the  foldiers,  perifhed  daily,  that  the  fur- 
vivors  were  ftricken  with  aflionifhm.ent  and  horror  at  beholding 
the  havock  made  among  their  comrades  I 

General  Williamson,  with  his  ufual  humanity,  exerted 
liimfelf  to  give  them  all  the  relief  in  his  power.  Unhappily 
he  had  no  alternative  but  either  to  v.ithdraw  the  troops  alto- 
gether from  St.  Domingo,  leaving  our  allies  and  new  fubje6ts, 
the  French  planters  who  had  fworn  allegiance  to  our  govern- 
ment, to  the  mercy  of  their  enemies,  or  to  fend,  from  an 
already  exhauiled  army,  a  fmall  reinforcement  of  men,  to 
perifh  probably  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  had  dene  ^^•hofe 
numbers  they  were  fcarcely  fufScient  to  replace^ 

The  latter  meafure  was  adopted  :  in  truth,  the  circumflan- 
ces  of  the  cafe  admitted  of  no  other.  The  remainder  of  the 
49th  regiment,  the  20th,  and  the  royals,  amounting  altogether 
to  {even  or  eight  hundred  men,  were  therefore  dii]Datched  v.ith 
all  poflible  expedition  ;  and  the  fafety  of  Jamaica  v^as  at 
length  entrufted  to  lefs  than  four  hundred  regular  troops, 
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The  fudden  appearance  in  St.  Domingo  of  a  reinforcement, 
though  fmall  in  itfelf,  produced  however  a  confiderable  efFeft 
among  the  French  planters,  by  inducing  a  behef  that  the  Britife 
government  was  now  ferioufly  refolved  to  follow  up  the  blow. 
In  the  beginning  of  December,  the  parifhes  of  Jean  Rabel,  St. 
Marc,  Arcahaye,  and  Boucaffin,  furrendered  on  the  fame  con- 
ditions  as  had  been  granted  to  Jeremie  ;  and  their  example 
was  foon  afterwards  followed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Leogane. 
All  the  former  parifhes   are  fituatecl  on    the  north  fide  of  tha 


Bight 


Leogane  on  the  fouth. 


The  Britifh  commandei-s  now  dlreded  their  views  once 
more  towards  the  capture  of  Tiburon.  The  defeat  which  our 
troops  had  fuftained  in  the  late  attack  of  that  important  pofty 
ferved  only  to  animate  them  to  greater  exertions ;  but  a  con- 
fiderable time  unavoidably  elapfed  before  the  expedition  took 
place  ;  the  interval  being  employed  in  fecurrng  the  places 
■794'  which  had  furrendered.  On  the  zifi  of  January,  however, 
the  Commodore  touched  at  Jeremie  with  the  fquadron,  and 
received  the  troops  on  board ;  and  the  whole  arrived  off 
Cape  Tiburon  on  the  evening  of  the  firft  of  February. 

The  enemy  appeared  in  confiderable  force,  and  feemed  to 
wait  the  arrival  of  the  Britilh  with  great  relblution  ;  but  a 
few  broadfides  from  the  fhips  loon  cleared  the  beach.  They 
came  forward  however  again,  as  the  flank  companies  ap- 
l)roached  the  fhore,  and  directed  a  general  difcharge  of  muf- 
quetry  at  the  boats  ;  but  our  troops  landed  and  formed  in  an 
inftant,  routed  their  line  with  great  (laughter,  and  immediately 
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took  pofleffion  of  the  poft.  The  gallantry  of  Major  Spencer  CHAP, 
who  commanded,  and  of  the  officers  and  men  who  compofed, 
the  flank  companies,  was  particularly  conlpicuous.  It  feems, 
indeed,  to  have  been  a  Ij^irited  and  well  conduced  enterprize 
throughout  ;  and  it  was  happily  e&ctcd  with  the  lofs  of  only 
three  of  the  Englifli  killed,  and  feven  wounded.  Of  the  enemy, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  furrendered  prifoners  of  war ;  and  their 
magazines  were  found  replete  with  ammunition-  *_ 

By  the  poffeflion  of  this  poft  on  the  fouth,  and  that  of  the 
Mole  at  Cape  St.  Nicholas  on.  the  north-wefteru  part  of  the 
iflandy  the  Briti£h  fquadron  commanded  the  navigation  of  the 

*    I   have  fince  been  informed  by  an  ofBcer  of  rank,  who  took  a  diftinguiflied; 
part  in  this  enterprize,  that  the  real  number  of  BritiQi  killed  and  wounded  was 
twenty-five.      This   gentleman  was  himfelf  among  the   wounded.     The  generouS- 
gallantry  of  a  common  failor,- named  Allen,  belonging  to  the  Penelope,  defer\'es  to. 
be  recorded  in  this  place.     Infiead  of  returning  to  his  fhip  with  the  boats,  accord- 
ing to  orders,  after  the  troops  were  landed,  the  failor  jumped  on  fliore,  and  fcizing  the 
frreloek  of  a  wounded  foldier,  fwore  that  he  too  yjould  have  a  dnjh  at  the  Brigands. ^ 
But  it  was  neceffary  the  troops  fhould  follow  up  their  fuccefs,  and  it  beine  found' 
impoffible  to  take  all  the  wounded  men  along  with  them,  many  of  thofe.  would  have 
been  left  on  the  beach,  in.  a  dark  night,  liable  to  be  mafTacred  by  a  favage  enemy  ;- 
which  honefl:  Jack  perceivings  he  declared  it  was  a  more  pleafmg  tafk  to  fave  the. 
lives  of  thefe  poor  fufFering  men,  than  to  kill  half  a  fcore  rebels.     He   therefore 
plunged  into  the  water,  the  boats  having  puflied  off,  and  by  hard  fwimming  reached' 
the  Hound  Sloop,  laying  near  a  mile  from  the  fhore,  and  from  her  was  fent  to  his- 
cxwn  flaip.     Captain  Rowley  being  by  this  means  informed  of  the  fituatlon  of  the. 
wounded  men,  manned  his  barge,  and  brought  thc-m  all  off  himfelf;  and   with  a 
very  commendable  attention  towards  fuch  of  them  as    died  in  the  rcmovd,  ordered 
the  lieutenant  to  read- the  funeral  fervjce  over  them,  by  the  light  of  a  lanthorn,  be- 
fore their  bodies  were  committed  to  the  deep.     Allen,  the  failor,  was  reprimanded- 
for  his  breach  of  difcipUne,  but  rewarded  with  five  pounds  for  his  humanity.. 

v/indWard- 
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windward  paiTage,  and  the  whole  of  that  extenlive  bay  which 
forms  the  Bight  of  Leogane,  and  the  capture  of  the  forts, 
lliipping,  and  town  of  Port  au  Prince  (the  n^.etropoUs  of  the 
French  colony)  feemed  nmor-e  than  probable,  on  the  arrival  of  a" 
large  armament  now  daily  expeiled,  with  much  anxiety,  from 
England. 


1794.  In  the   meanwhile,  it  was  determined  (now  that  the  feafon 

Avas  fa\ourable)  in  order  that  the  troops  might  not  continue  in- 
aftlve,  as  well  as  to  facilitate  the  meditated  reduction  of  Port 
au  Prince,  to  attack  UAcul,  an  important  fortrefs  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Leo2"ane.  Accordino;lv,  on  the  loth  of  February,  the 
flank  companies,  a  detachment  ot  the  royal  artillery,  and  of 
the  13th  regiment,  with  fbme  colonial  troops,  having  two  five 
half-inch  howitzers  and  two  four-pounders,  marched  from 
thence  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Whitelocke,  at  four  in 
the  morning.  Baron  de  Montalembert,  with  about  two  hun- 
dred colonial  troops,  and  a  few  of  the  Britifh  artillery,  werepre- 
vioufly  embarked  on  tranfports,  and  ordered  to  land  and  attack 
the  fort  at  an  hour  appointed.  Captain  Vincent,  with  the  light 
infantry  of  the  49th,  and  about  eighty  of  the  colonial  troops, 
took  a  mountain  road,  while  Colonel  Whitelocke  moved  forward 
on  the  great  road,  and  took  poft  jufl  out  of  cannon  fhot,  waiting 
the  united  attacks  of  the  Baron  and  Captain  Vincent's  de- 
tachmen.ts.  The  enemy  began  to  cannonade  about  feven 
o'clock,  and  continued  it  with  intervals  till  eleven,  when 
Colonel  Whitelocke  ordered  Captain  Smith,  with  the  howitzers 
and  cannon,  to  advance  and  fire  upon  the  fort,  fupported  by  the 
light   infantry   of  the   royals   and    13th  regiments,   under   the 

command 
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command  of    Major  Spencer,  in   order  to  give   time  for  the    C 
Baron's  people  to  land.     Unfortunately,  from  the  mifmanage- 
ment  of  one  of  the  tranlports,  the  troops  under  the  orders  of 
the   Baron  de  Montalembert    could  not  be  landed.     Colonel 
Whitelocke,  therefore,  finding  he  had  nothing  to  expecl  from 
them,  the   day  being  confiderably   advanced,  now  came  to  the 
determination   of  attacking   the  fort  by  ftorm  ;  and  detached 
INIajor  Spencer,  v/itli  tlie  grenadiers  of  the  49Lh  regiment,  and 
the  light  infantry  of  the  13th,  to  join  Captain  Vincent,  and  ap- 
proach   the    fort    by  the    mountain    road,    while    he    himfeif 
marched   by  the    great   road  for    the  fame  purpofe.     At  five 
o'clock,  the  two  columns  moved  forward,  and  the  m.oment  the 
enemy    difcovered  the   march  of   Colonel    A\hiteloeke's  divi- 
fion,  they  commenced  a  very   heavy  fire  of  cannon  and  muf- 
Quetry.     Orders  were  immediately  gi^"en  for  the  column  to  ad- 
vance and  gain  the  fort,  which  orders  were  gallantly  and   ra- 
pidly executed.     At  this  inftant,  Lieutenant  M'Kerras  of  the 
engineers,  and  Captain  Hutchinfon  of  the  royals,   were   both 
wounded  ;    but  they  continued  their    exertions,  notwithftand- 
ing,  till  the  fort  was  in  quiet  pafleffion    of  the  victors.      Our 
lofs  was  not  great  ;  but  Captain  Morfhead  (who  had  before  re- 
ceived a  fhot   in  the  body,  when  gallantiv  mountnig  the   hill) 
with  Lieutenant   Tinlin    of  the    20th    grenadiers.  Lieutenant 
Caulfield  of  the  6 2d  regiment,  and  fome  privates,  v.ere  unfor- 
tunately blown  up  by  an   explofion  after   the  fort  was  taken  ; 
.for  the  officer  who   com^manded,  finding  he  could   no  lono-er 
defend  it,  placed  a  quantity  of  powder  and  other  combuftibles 
in  one  of  the  buildings,   vrhich    was  fired    by  an  unfortunate 
brigand,  who   perifned  in   the   explofion.     Captain  ^Jorinead 
8  died 
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CHAP,    died  the  n-ext  day,  and  was  interred  with  military  honours,  at- 
(^^.^V,^    tended  by  the   Britiili  j^arrifon  ;  Lieutenant    Cauliield  lingered 
IJ94-        forae    time  longer,  and  then  followed  him  to  ,the  grave  ;   but 
Lieutenant  Tiniin  .recovered  *, 


Ths  next  enterprize  of  our  gallant  little  army  had  a  lefs 
favourable  termination.  It  was  direded  againft  a  flrong  poft 
and  fettlement  at  a  place  called  Bo7nbarde,  about  eight  miles 
from  Cape  St.  Nicholas,  where  a  hardy  race  of  people,  chiefly 
a  colony  of  Germans,  had  eftabliflied  themfelves,  and  lived  in 
unambitious  poverty,  A  detachment  of  two  hundred  men, 
from  the  diiFerent  corps,  were  ordered  on  this  fer\  ice,  in  two 
divifions,  one  of  which  was  commanded  bv  Major  Spencer,  the 
brave  and  active  officer  already  mentioned,  the  other  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Markham.  Of  their  proceedings  during 
the  attack,  and  their  retreat  afterwards,  I  have  not  been  fur- 
niilied  with  the  particulars.  All  that  is  known  to  the  pubiick 
with  certainty  is,  that  our  troops  were  repulfed  by  fuperior 
numbers,  with  the  lofs  of  forty  men,  but  without  any  dimi- 
nution of  the  national  characler.  It  was  allowed,  even  bv  the 
enemy,  that  they  fought  bra\ely.  They  were  defeated,  not 
difmayed,  by  circumflances  which  probably  they  did  not  forefee, 
and  againft  which  human  prudence  could  not  provide. 


*  I  am  indebted  to  the  gentleman  w^io  favoured  me  with  the  information  con- 
veyed in  the  note  to  p.  i8i.  for  the  following  correflions  and  obfsrvations  on  the 
account,  which  I  have  given  above,  of  the  attack  of  Jcul.  "  Our  lofs,  that  day 
"  (the  19th  February)  was  thirty-four  killed  and  wounded,  amonetl  whom  were  fix 
*'  Englifh  officers,  and  ten  Frenchmen.  Lieutenant  Lord  Ayln  er  was  wounded 
*'  m  the  thihg,  while  advancing  in  M;ijor  Spencer's  divifion  to  the  attack." 

This 
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This   afflicring   lofs  was   but  ill  compenfated,   by  the  very 
diftinguifhed   honour    v.hich   was   ibon  afterwards  acquired  by 
the  few  Bi-itifh  troops  that  had  been  left   in  polTefi:on  of  Cape 
Tiburon,   under  the  command  of  Captain   Hardyman,  of  the 
13th  regiment,  and  a  body  of  French  colonics  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Chevalier  de    Sevre,  Vvho  were   attacked  on   the 
1 6th   of  April  by  an  army  of  brigands,  amounting  to  upwards 
of  two  thoufand.     The  enemy's  force  was  led  on  bv  Andrew 
Rigaud,  a  man  of  colour,  who  commanded   at   Les  Caves,  and 
v.-as  compofed    of  revolted  negroes,  and  defperadoes  of  all  de- 
fcriptions,    rapacious    after   plunder,    and   thiriling   for    blood. 
This  favage  horde   furrounded  the  fort  about   three  o'clock  in 
the  m.orning.     It  was  defended  with  much  Ipirit  until  a  quarter 
before  nine,   when  the  befieged,  quitting  the  fort,  aiTailed  the 
affailants,   and    routed  the  befiegers  with  great  (laughter,  one 
hundred  and  feventy  of  their  number  being   left  dead   on    the 
field  ;  but  ^vhen   it  was  difcovered  that  no  lefs  than  twentv- 
eight  of  our  gallant  foldiers,   and  thirty  of  the  French  had  loft 
tneir    lives,    and    that    one    hundred    and    nine    others     were 
feverely  wounded  in  this  bloody  conteft,  the  fhouts  of  triumph 
were  IhppreiTed  by   gloomy   refleaions   on  the  forlorn    condi- 
tion of  the  army,  it  being  mournfully  evident  that  a  few  more 
luch  ^'icl;ories  v»ould  annihilate  the  vidors ! 


The  defence  of  Fort  L'Acul,  early  in  the  fame  m.onth,  is 
alfo  deferving  particular  notice.  Captain  Napier  had  the  com- 
mand ;  and  he  v/as  ably  iupported  by  Lieutenant  BamJoridge, 
of  the  artillery,  and  Lieutenant  M'Kellan,  of  the  royals.  T^ie 
latter  was  fcationed  in  the  adjoining  block-houfe. 

Vol.  III.  B  b  '      The 
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The  enemy,  on  this  occafion,  conduced  their  operations 
with  fuch  fecrecj  and  concert,  that  it  was  fuppofed  they  muft- 
have  lain  concealed,  a  confiderable  part  of  the  night,  in  the- 
ditch ;  as  the  firfl  notice  the  garrifon  had  of  their  approach, 
was  from  a  loud  veil  which  thev  uttered  in  endeavourins;  to 
enter  the  embrafures.. 


The  firing  of  our  morning  gun  was  their  fignal  of  attack  ;. 
but  they  feem  not  to  have  been  apprized  that  previous  thereto, 
by  a  full  hour,  it  was  the  conftant  pra6lice  of  the  Britifli  officers- 
to  have  their  men  at  the  out-ppfts  under  arms. 

Being  twice  repulfed  from  the  fort  and  block-houfe,  the; 
enemy  rallied, .  and  made  a  third  attempt ;  an  inflance  of  per-- 
fevering  bravery  unobferved  until  that  time  in  their  warfare. 
They  were,  however,  finally  driven  off;  and  were  afterwards 
purfued  with  great  (laughter  by  a  party  of  French  royalifts,- 
under  the  command  of  the  Baron  de  Montalembert,  who  had. 
jufi:  arrived  from  Leogane, . 

The  whole  of  the  Britifh  force  at  this  time  in  all  parts  of  Sto 
Domingo,  did  not,  I  believe,  amount  to  nine  hundred  effedive; 
men,  a  number  by  no  means  fufficient  to  garrifon  the  places . in. 
our  poiTeffion  ;  and  the  rapid  diminution  which  prevailed 
among  them,  could  not  fail  to  attraft  obfervation  among  all 
claiTes  of  the  French  inhabitants  ;  to  difpirit  our  allies,  and  en-- 
courage  our  enemies.  Such  of  the  planters  as  had  hitherto 
flood  aloof,  now  began  to  declare  themfelves  hoftile ;  and  de- 
fertlons  were  frequent  from  moil:  of  the  pariflies  that  had  fur- 
rendered. 
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Tendered.  -  At  Jean  Rabell,  a  place  which,  a  few  months  be^  C  B^  A  P. 
fore,  had  voluntarily  declared  for  the.Britifli  government,  the 
o-arrifon,  confifting  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  our  fuppofed 
aihes,  rofe  on  their  officers,  and  compelled  them  to  deliver  up 
the  poft  to  Lavaux,  the  French  general,  and  it  was  greatly  ap- 
prehended that,  unlefs  a  very  powerful  reinforcement  fliould 
fpeedily  arrive  to  ftrengthen  the  Britifh  army,  many  other 
places  would  follow  their  example. 

Eight  months  had  now^  elapfed  fince  the  furrender  of 
Jeremie,  and  in  all  that  interval,  not  a  foldier  had  arrived  from 
Great  Britain  ;  and  the  want  of  camp  equipage,  proviiions, 
and  neceflaries,  was  grievoufly  felt.  The  army  feemed  de- 
voted to  inevitable  deftrudion,  and  difappointment  and  diimay 
were  ftrongly  marked  in  the  countenance  of  every  man.  At 
kngth,  however,  on  the  19th  of  May,  when  expectation  was  May  1794. 
nearly  loft  in  defpair,  it  was  announced  that  his  Majefty's  fhips 
the  Belliqueux  and  the  Irrefiftible,  with  the  Fly  .floop,  had  call: 
anchor  in  the  harbour  of -Cape  St.  Nicholas,  having,  a  fleet  of 
tranfports  under  their  convoy,  with  the  battalion  companies  on 
board  of  the  22d,  23d,  and  4ifi:  regiments  of  infantry,  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier  General  Whyte.  This  event,  as  m.ay 
well  be  imagined,  afforded  infinite  relief  and  fatisfaftion  to  the 
haraiTed  and  worn-out  troops  oniliore;  and  their  animation 
on  this  occafion  was  heightened  by  the  confident  hope  and 
expe6lation  that  Port  au  Prince  would  be  the  objeft  of  an 
immediate  attack.  It  was  known  that  its  harbour  was 
crowded  with  fhips,  moft  of  which  were  fuppofed  to  be  laden 
ivith  the  xichefl  productions   of  the  colony.;  and  although  the 
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C  H  A  P.  regiments  newlv  arrived  did  not  exceed  fixteen  hundred  men 
in  the  whole  (of  whom  two  hundred  and  fifty  were  fick  and- 
convalefcent)  the  deficiency  of  numbers  was  no  lono-er  the 
fubjeft  of  complaint.  Eveiy  one  anticipated  to  himielf  the 
pofieffion  of  great  wealth  fiom  the  capture  ;  and  juftiv  con- 
cluded that  his  fhare  of  the  prize  money  would  augment  or 
diminilli  in  an  inverfe  proportion  to  the  mim.ber  of  captors. 

The  belief  that  Port  au  Prince  would  be  the  firft  objed  of" 
attack,  was  well  founded ;  and  the  road  of  Arcahaye  was  fixed 
on  as  a  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  men  of  war  and  tranfports. 
Accordingly,  General  V/hyte,  having  landed  his  fick  at  Cape 
St.  Nicholas,  and  taken  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  o-anifon. 
in  their  room,  proceeded  on  the  23d  to  the  place  appointed,  to 
concert  meafures  with  Commodore  Ford,  and  receive  on 
board  fuch  of  the  colonial  troops  as  were  to  co-operate  with 
the  Britifli  in  this  enterprize.  On  the  30th  the  fquadron  failed 
from  Arcahaye,  and  call  anchor  off  Port  au  Prince  on  the 
evening  of  the  fame  day.  It  was  compofed  of  four  fliips  of 
the  line,  the  Europa,  the  Belliqueux,  the  Irrefiftible,  and 
the  Sceptre,  three  frigates,  and  four  or  five  fmaller  veffels ; 
the  whole  under  the  immediate  command  of  Commodore 
Ford  ;  and  the  land  forces,  under  the  orders  of  General  Whyte, 
confiftedof  1,465  rank  and  file  fit  for  duty. 


The  whole  force  being  thus  collefted,  and  the  necefTary  pre- 
parations made,  a  flag  was  fent,  early  the  next  morning,  to  de- 
mand the  furrender  of  the  place  ;  but  the  officer  charged  with 
the  difpatch,  vras  informed  that  no  flag  would  be  admitted,  and 
9  the 
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the  letter  v,  as  returned  unopened.  It  was  now  determined  to  c 
commence  operations  by  the  cannonade  of  Fort  Bizotton,  a 
fortrefs  fituated  on  a  commanding  eminence,  well  adapted  to 
guard  the  approach  to  the  harbour,  and  defended  bv  five  hun- 
dred men,  eight  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  and  two  mortars. 
Two  line  of  battle  fliips  were  ordered  to  attack  the  fea-front, 
and  a  frigate  was  Rationed  clofe  to  the  Ihore,  to  flank  a  rapine 
to  the  eafiward.  From  thefe  vefTels  a  briik  and  well-direcied 
fire  was  maintained  for  feveral  hours ;  but  no  great  imipreffion 
appearing  to  be  made,  Major  Spencer,  with  three  hundred 
Britifh,  and  about  five  hundred  of  the  colonial  troops,  v/as  put 
on  fhore  in  the  e^-ening,  within  a  mile  of  the  fort,  with  orders 
to  commence  an  attack  on  the  fide  towards  the  land.  On  their 
arrival  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  fcene  of  aclion,  about  eio-ht 
o'clock  at  night,  a  moft  tremendous  thunder- ftorm  arofe,  accom.- 
panied  with  a  deluge  of  rain,  of  which,  as  it  ovei-powered  the 
found  of  their  approach,  the  advanced  guard,  commanded  by 
Captain  Daniel,  of  the  41ft,  determined  to  take  advantage. 
Thefe  brave  men,  fixty  only  in  numiber,  accordingly  ruflied 
forward,  and  finding  a  breach  in  the  walls,  entered  with  fixed 
bayonets,  and  became  inflantly  maflers  of  the  fortrefs ;  the  be- 
fieged  every  where  throwing  down  their  arms,  and  calling  for 
mercy.  So  rapid  were  the  movements  of  this  gallant  band, 
and  fo  unexpefled  was  their  fuccefs,  that  ?,Iajor  Spencer,  the 
commander,  had  his  fears  for  the  lafetv  of  the  \vhole  partv,  of 
v.'hofe  fituation  he  was  unapprized  for  Ibme  hours.  -  I  orie^e  to 
add,  that  Captain  Daniel,  who  fo  gallantly  led  the  ad^-anced 
guard  on  this  occafion,  received  a  fevere  wound  in  the  attack, 
while  his  brave  afTociate,  Captain  Wallace,  the  fecond  in  com- 
mand, was  mofl:  unfortunately  killed  on  the  o-Iacis. 

The 
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The  poffeffion  of  Fort  Bizotton  determined  the  fate  of  the 
capital,  which  was  evacuated  hy  the  enemy  on  the  4th  of 
June  ;  and  the  Britifh  commanders  were  fo  fortunate  as  to 
preferve,  not  only  the  town  itfelf,  but  alfo  the  (hipping  in  the 
•harbour,  from  conflagration,  although  the  republican  commif- 
■ii oners  had  given  orders  and  made  preparations  for  fetting  fire 
to  both.  The  commiffioners  themfelves,  with  many  of  their 
adherents,  among  whom  was  the  Mulatto  Montbrun,  com- 
mandant of  their  troops,  made  their  efcape  over  the  mountains 
to  Jacmel,  carrying  with  them,  it  is  faid,  money  and  eiFecls  to  a 
e;reat  amount. 

Thus   was   achieved  the  conqueft  of  Port  au  Prince  ;   an 
event  which  has  proved  not  lefs  profitable  than  honourable  to 
fuch  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  by  whom  it  was  efFe6led,  as  have 
lived  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  vidory ;  for   there  were  cap- 
tured in  the  harbour,  two-and-twenty  top-fail  vefTels,  fully  laden 
with  fugar,  indigo,  and  coffee,  of  which  thirteen  were  from 
'three  to  five  hundred  tons  burthen,  and  the  remaining  nine,  from 
,one   hundred  and  fifty  to  three   hundred  tons;  befides  feven 
-thoufand  tons  of  fhipping  in  ballafl; ;  the   value  of  all  which, 
at  a  moderate  computation,  could  not  be  far  fhort  of  j^".  400,000 
ilerling  *. 

*  Three  days  after  the  furrender  of  Port  au  Prince,  the  enemy  made  a  fecond 
attempt  on  the  Britifli  poft  at  Tlburon  ;  at  that  time  under  the  command  of  Captain 
(now  Lieutenant  Colonel)  Bradfhavv.  This  attack  took  place  on  the  7th  of  June  j 
but  the  affailants  were  prevented  bringing  their  artillery  to  bear  on  the  fort,  by  a 
heavy  and  well-direded  fire  from  the  Succefs  frigate,  (Captain  Roberts.)  flationed 
off  the  point,  clofe  to  which  the  cannon  muft  have  been  conveyed  ;  .about  midnight, 
..iherefore,  the  enemy,  from  the  covert  of  an  adjoining  wood,  began  a  general  difcharge 
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of  fmalV  arms,  and  continued  to  fire  very  vigoroufly  for  feveral  hours,  but  with  little 
execution;  the  fort  having  been  made  proof  againft  mufquetry.  During  this 
attack,  as  the  great  guns  of  the  fort  could  not  be  pointed  towards  the  enemy  with 
any  certainty  of  effect,  Captain  Bradfliaw  directed  his  men  to  remain  quiet.  By 
this  judicious  conduct  the  enemy  were  completely  deceived ;  for  interpreting  the 
frience  and  ina6tivity  of  the  garrifon  to  proceed  from  the  effects  of  terror  and  the 
lofs  of  men,  they  were  encouraged,  about  fix  in  the-  morning,  to  attempt,  in  full 
force,  to  ftorm.  The  confequences  were  fatal  to  them  :  Captain  Bradfliaw  allowed 
them  to  approach  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  the  walls,  when  he  opened  fo  tremendous 
a  fire,  both  from  artillery  and  fmall  arms,  as  inflantly  laid  nearly  one  half  of  their 
number  breattilefs,  and  compelled  the  remainder  to  retreat  in  the  utmoft  ccnfufion. 
A  fortie  being,  at  the  fame  time,  made  from  the  garrifon,  a  great  many  were  killed  in 
the  purfuit,  and  their  difcomfiture  was  decifive. 

v:^  The  circumftances  here  related  were  unfortunately  omitted  in  the  firft'editioa. 
©f  ths  Hiftorical  Survey  of  St.  Domingo.. 
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:Slcknefs  among  the  'Troops^  and  the  Caufes  thereof. — Reinforce- 
ment.— Dreadful  Mortality. — General  Whyte  is  fucceeded  by 
.Brigadier  General  Horneck. — Leogane  taken  by  the  Rebels. — 
I'emporary  SucceJ'es  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brifdane  at  Artibo- 
-nite. — Revolt  of  the  Mulattoes  at  St.  Marc. — Attack  of  Fort 
Bi%otton. — Preparations  -by  Rigaud  for  another  Attempt  on 
Tiburon.—The  Poji  attacked  on  Chrifmas  Day,  and  carried.— 
Gallant  Defence  and  Efcape  of  the  Garrifon,  and  melancholy 
Fate  of  Lieutenant  Bafherville. — Lieutenant-Colonels  Brifiane 
and  Markham  killed. — Qbfervations  and  Strictures  on  the 
ConduB  of  the  War. 

■f7\ROM  the  fuccefs  which  attended  the  Britifli  arms  in  the 
■^  conqueft  of  Port  au  Prince,  it  might  have  been  hoped  that 
we  were  now  to  enter  on  the  furvey  of  brighter  profpecis  than 
thofe  which  have  hitherto  prefented  themfelves  to  our  contem- 
plation ;  but  a  melancholy  reverfe  of  fortune  was  foon  to 
a\^•ait  the  conquerors;  for,  immediately  after  pofleflion  was 
taken  of  the  town,  the  fame  dreadful  fcourge — dileafe,  exalpe- 
rated  to  contagion,  which  had  been  fo  fatally  prevalent  among 
our  troops,  in  the  preceding  autumn,  renewed  its  deflrudlive 
progrefs ;  and,  on  this  occafion,  it  is  not  difficult  to  trace  the 
proximate  caufes  of  fo  terrible  a  calamity.  The  lituation  of 
the  town  of  Port  au  Prince  has  already  been  noticed.  Un- 
healthy in   itfelf.  it  is   furrounded   by  fortified  heights,  wdiich 

command 
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rouimand  both  the  lines  and    the   harbour  ;  and  theie  heights    C  H  a  P 
are  again  commanded   by   others.      Here,  the  eneirsv,  on  their 
reti-eat  from  the  town,  made  their  frand,   in   the  well-founded 
confidence   of  receiving  regular  fjpplies  of  men,  ammunition, 
and-  necei^rics    from  Jacmel   and  Les    Caves   faj    t^yo    fmall 
feaports  on  the  Southern  Coafr,  the  fartheft  of  what  is  diftant 
only  from  Port  au  Prince,  by  a  mountainous  road,  about  fortv 
miles.      No  part  of  St.  Domingo  pofTeiTes  a  more  readv  com'- 
munication  -with  the  French    ir:ands  to  windvrard  or  with  the 
ftates  of  America,  than  the  ports  laft   mentioned  ;    and   from 
both  thofe  places,  reinforcements   were  conftantly  poured  into 
-  the  enemy's  camp.      On  this   account  the  Britilli  commanders 
found  it  indifpenfably  neceiTary  to  flrengthen  the  lines,  and  raife 
additional  intrenchments   and  works  on  that  fide   of  the  town 
which  fronts  the  mountains.     Thus  a  mofl:  fevere  and  unufual 
burthen  was  impofed  on  the  foldiers.      They  were  compelled, 
with  but  little  intermiffion,  to  dig  the  ground  in  the  day,  and  to 
perform  military  duty  in  the  night ;   expofed,  in  the  one  cafe, 
to  the  burning  rays  of  the  fun  ;  in   the  other,  to   the   noxious 
d«ws  and  heavy  rains  of  the  climate.     Such  extraordir.ary  and 
exceffive   labour  impofed    on   men,    mofl  of  whom  had  been 
aclually  confined  fix  months  on  fhipboard,   without  frefli  pro- 

(a)  There  is  another  place  called  Les  Cayes,  the  capital  of  the  South  Weftern 
part  of  the  Ifland  near  L'Ifle  a  Vache,  of  which  the  people  of  colour  had 
taken  poffeffion  in  1 792.  It  was  the  refidence  of  Andrew  Rigaud,  a  Mulatto, 
who  was  made  comn:ander  in  chief  and  governor- general  of  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
^rench  part  of  St.  Domingo.  His  power  was  abfolute,  and  his  brother,  of  the 
iame  caft,  was  appointed  next  in  command.  Thefe  men  were  invefled  with  this 
authority  by  the  two  commifHoners,  Polverel  and  Santhonax. 
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vifions  or  exerclfe,  co-operating  vvlth  the  malignancy  of  the 
ah',  produced  its  natural  confequences.  They  dropt  hke  the 
leaves  in  autumn,  until  at  length  the  garrifon  became  lb  dimi- 
nlfhed  and  enfeebled,  that  deficiencies  of  the  guards  were  often- 
times made  up  from  convalefcents,,  who  vv'ere  fcarcely  able  to* 
ftand  under  their  arms  (b). 

It  is  true,  that  a  rein.forcement  came  from  the  Windward; 
Iflands,  foon  after  the  furrender  of  the  town  ; — but,  by  a- 
m.ournful  fatality ^^  this  apparent  augmentation  of  the  ftrength  of 
the  garrifon,  contributed  in  an  eminent  degree  to  the  rapid 
encreafe  and  aggravation  of  its  miferies.  On  the  8th  of  June, 
eight  flank  companies  belonging  to  the  22d,  23d,  35th,  and' 
4 1  ft  regiments,  arrived  at  Port  au  Prince,  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lenox.  They  confifted,  on  their  em- 
barkation, of  about  feventy  men  each,  but  the  aggregate  num- 
ber, when  landed,  was  not  quite  three  hundred.  The  four 
grenadier  companies,  in  particular,.,  were  nearly  annihilated,. 
The  frigate  in  which  they  were  conveyed,  became  a  houfe  oj^ 
pcjiilence.  Upwards  of  one  hundred  of  their  number  were 
buried  in  the  deep,  in  the  fliort  paffage  between  Guadaloupe 
and  Jamaica,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  more  were  left  in  a 
dvino-  ftate  at  Port  Roval.  The  wretched  remains  of  the 
whole  detachment  difcovered,  on  their  landing  at  Port  au 
Prince,  that  they  came — not  to  participate  in  the  glories  of 
cojiquefl,   but — to  periih  themfelves  v^'ithin  the  walls   of    an 

(h)  It  was  fortunate  for  the  Eritifh  army,  that  the  French  republican  troops 
fufFered  by  ficknefs  almoft  as  much  as  our  own  :  Port  au  Prince  would  otherv.'ife 
have  been  but  a  fhort  time  in  our  pofleffion. 

4  hofpital ! 
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Iiofpital !  So  rapid  was  the  mortality  in  the  Britifli  army,  after 
their  arrival,  that  no  lefs  than  forty  officers  and  upwards  of  fix 
hundred  rank  and  file  met  an  untimely  death,  without  a  conteft 

with  any  other  enem.y  than  ficknefs,  in  the  fliort  fpace  of  two 

-months  after  the  furrender  of  the  tov/n  ] 

General  Whyte,  his  health  much  impaired,  and  hopelefs, 
it  may  be  prefumed,  of  further  triumphs  with  an  army  thus  re- 
duced and  debilitated,  now  folicited  and  obtained  permiffion  to 
return  to  Europe.  He  was  fucceeded  in  the  chief  com.mand  by 
Brigadier-General  Horneck,  who  arrived  from  Jamaica  about 
-the  middle  of  September  ;  and  if  the  requilite  qualifications  for 
fuch  a  ftation — firmnefs  without  arrogance,  and  conciliating 
manners  ^vithout  weaknefs,  could  always  enfure  fijccefs  to  the 
pofleflbr,  General  Horneck  would  have  brought  o-ood  fortune 
with  him.  But  the  difficulties  which  the  former  commander 
would  have  had  to  encounter,  had  he  remained  in  his  ftation, 
<levolved  with  aggravated  weight  on  his  fuccefTor.  The  only 
reinforcement  which  followed  General  Horneck,  confified  of 
fifty  men  fi-om  Jamaica.  Whatever  troops  were  promifed  or 
expeded  from  Great  Britain,  none  arrived,  untilthe  expiration 
of  {even  months  after  General  Horneck  had  taken  the  com- 
mand. Inftead,  therefore,  of  attempting  new  achievements, 
he  was  compelled,  by  irrefifiible  necefilty,  to  ac^  chiefly  on  the 
defenfive.  The  rebel  Mulattoes,  under  Rigaud,  even  becam.e 
mafters  of  Leogane,  and  fatiated  their  vengeance  by  putting  to 
death  all  fuch  of  the  French  planters,  our  allies,  as  unfortu- 
aiately  fell  into  their  powei-. 
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On  the  other  hand,  the'  judicious  exertions  and  rapid  fuc- 
ceiTes  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  BriiLane  on.  the  plain  of  Arti- 
Oa.  2794,  bonite,  had  been  for  fome  time  the  fubjecl  of  much  applaufe, 
and  had  given  birth  to  great  expectation..  The  French  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  St.  Marc,  had  been  all 
along  more  heartily  dil]3ofed  to  co-operate  with  the  Englifli,  than 
any  of  their  countrymen.  Colonel  BriiLane  had  not  above  four- 
fcore  Britifh  under  his  command.  The  reft  of  his  little  army 
was  compofed  of  the  remains  of  Dillon's  regiment,  the  St. 
Marc's  legion,  the  militia  of  the  neighbouring  pariflies,  and  a 
body  of  about  three  hundred  reluftant  Spaniards  from  Verette; 
the  whole  not  exceeding  twelve  hundred  men  in  arms..  \\'ith 
this  force,  properly  diftributed,  he  had  routed  the  republican 
troops  and  rebel  negroes  in  every  quarter  ;  and  even  brought 
the  negro  chiefs  to  folicit  permifiion  to  capitulate.  Eight  or 
ten  thoufand  of  thefe  deluded  wretches,  had  adually  fubmitted 
unconditionally,  and  many  returned,  of  their  own  accord,  to  the 
plantations  of  their  mafters.  But  thefe  promifing  appearances 
were  of  fhort  continuance.  While  Colonel  Brhbane  was 
following  up  his  facceiTes  in  a  difijant  part  of  Artibonite,  the 
men  of  colour  in  the  tov/n  of  St.  Marc,  finding  the  town  itfelf 
without  troops,  had  violated  their  promifes  of  neutrality,  and 
on  the  6th  of  September,  taken  up  arms  on  the  part  of  the  re- 
publick  ;  putting  to  death  every  man  that  fell  in  their  wav, 
whom  they  confidered  as  an  enemy  to  the  French  commii- 
fioners. — The  garrifon,  confiftmg  of  about  forty  Britifli  conva- 
lefcents,  threw  themfelves  into  a  fraall  fort  on  the  fea-fliorcj 
which  they  gallantly  defended  for  two  days,,  when  a  frigate 
came  to  their  relief  from  the  Mole  of  Cape  St.  Nicholas,  and 

took 
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took  them  off. — The  triumph  of  the  Mulattoes,  however,  was 
t-ranlient.  Colonel  Briibane  returning  in  force,  attacked  them 
on  the  fide  of  the  land,  and  recovered  the  town  ;  making  up- 
wards of  three  hundred  of  the  infurgents  prifoners,  and  drivino- 
the  refl:  over  the  Artibonite  river  ;■  but  the  advantases  which" 
he  had  obtained  on  the  plain,  were  loft  in  the  interim.  The 
negro  chiefs  no  longer  offered  tQ  capitulate,  but  appeared  in 
greater  force  than  ever.  Being  joined  by  the  fugitive  Mu- 
lattoes^ they  foon  repaiTed  the  river  ;  and  having  procured  in 
the  m.ean  time,  plenty  of  arms  and  ammunition,  they  threat- 
ened fo  formidable  an  attack  on  the  to\^'n  of  St.  JMarc,  early  in 
Odober,  as  to  excite  the  moft  feriaus  appreheniions  for  its- 
fiifety.. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  affairs,  in  the  weftern  parts  of 
St,  Domingo,  about  the  period  of  General  Horneck's  arrival. 
The  northern  province  (the  Mole  St.  Nicholas  and  the  town- 
of  Fort  Dauphin  excepted)  v^-as  entirely  in  poffeffion  of  the- 
rebel  negroes ;  and  unhappily,  in  all  other  parts  of  the  colonv, 
the  \veaknefs  of  the  Britifli  was  fo  apparent,  as  not  only  to 
invite  attacks  from  the  enemy,  but  alfo  to  encourao-e  revolt  and 
confpiracy  in  the   pofrs  in  our  poffeffion    fcj.      Rigaud,   who 

commanded' 

(c)  Colonel  Brifbane  had  fcarcely  driven  the  Mulattoes  from  St.  ?^arc,  and  re- 
flored  order  and  tranquillity  in  the  town,  before-  a  dark  confpiracy  was  agitated" 
among  fome  of  the  French  inhabitants,  under  the  Britifh  protection,  to  cut  him. 
off;  but  it  was  happily  difcovered  and  defeated  before  it  broke  out  into  aflion.. 
This  happened  the  beginning  of  January  1795  ;  and  a  ftill  more  daring  and  dan- 
gerous plot  was  carried  on,  a  month  afterwards,  in  Port  au  Prince,  to  leize  on  the- 
garrifon,  and  put  all  the  Englifh  to   death.     This    confpiracy  alfo  vras  fcrtunateljf. 

difcoveredy . 


HISTORICAL     SURVEY    OF 

r.  commanded  in  the  fouth,  now  determined  to  make  a  "bold 
effort  for  the  recovery  of  l^ort  Bizotton.  The  fort  was  at- 
tacked early  in  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  December,  by  three 
columns  of  the  enemy,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  about  two 
thoufand  men;  but  they  were  defeated,  with  great  fiaughter  on 
their  part,  and  with  little  lofs  on  ours.  Captain  Grant,  how- 
ever, and  both  his  lieutenants,  Clunes  and  Hamilton,  were  fe- 
verely  wounded  early  in  the  attack ;  }'et  thev  continued  their 
efforts,  and  nobly  fucceeded ;  and  General  Williamhon  bore 
teflimony  to  their  good  condutl  and  valour. 

Baffleb  in  this  attack,  Rigaud  refolved  to  m.ake  another, 
and  a  more  formidable  attempt,  for  the  recovery  of  Tiburcn. 
His  intentions  were  known  and  his  proje61  might  have  been 
defeated,  if  any  one  Engliili  fhip  of  war  could  have  been 
■fpared  to  watch  his  motions  off  the  harbour  of  Les  Cayes  where 
Rigaud  commanded,  and  from  whence  he  conveyed  his  artillery, 
amm.unition,  and  provifions.  He  proceeded,  however,  without 
interruption,  in  his  preparations  for  tlie  attack;  and  his  ar- 
mament failed  from  Les  Cayes  on  the  2q,d  of  December.  His 
naval  force  coniifled  of  one  brig  of  iixteen  guns,  and  three 
ichooners  of  fourteen  guns  each,  and  he  had  colle6ted  a  body 
of  three  thoufand  men,  of  all  colours  and  defcriptions,  eight 
hundred  of  which  were  troops  of  the  line.  The  attack  com- 
menced on    Chriftmas-day.     The  harbour  ^^'as  defended  with 

difcovered,  and  twenty  of  the  confpirators  being  brought  to  trial  before  a  council  of 
war,  compofed  of  the  principal  commanders  by  fea  and  land  (among  whom  were 
five  French  field  officers)  they  were  all  adjudged  to  fufFer  deathj  and  fifteen  of  them 
weie  accordingly  fhot  on  the  i8th  of  February. 

infinite 


SAINT      D  O  ]M  I  N  G  O. 

infinite  fpirlr,  by  the  (loop  King  Gray,  until  a  red  hot  Hiot  from     C 
the  enemy  took   her  magazine,  and   caufed  her  to   blow  up. 
The   garrifon,  confirting  of  only  four    hundred  and  fifty  men, 
made  a  vigorous  defence  for  four  days,  when,   having  loft  up- 
wards of  three  hundred  of  their  number,  and  finding  the  poft 
no.  longer  tenable,    the   furvivors,   with   unexampled  bravery, 
fought   their  way  for  £ve  miles  through  the  enemy,    and  got 
'  fafe  to  Irois.  On  this  occafion,  the  Britifh  acknowledged  them- 
felves    much   indebted    to    the    gallantry  and   good  conduct    of 
INIonfreur  de  Sevre,  commandant  of  the  French  troops.     M.  du 
Pleffis,  the  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  two  other   officers  of  the 
fouth  legion  were  killed  m  the    fort.     The   lofs   of  du  Pleffis 
was  greatly  felt  and  lamented.     Lieutenant  Bafkerville  was  the 
only  Britifh  officer  who,  by  fome  unfortunate    circumflance, 
was  unable  to  join   his  companions  in   their  retreat ;    and  this 
high-fpirited   young   m.an,  with  a  refolution  which,  though   a 
ehriilrian  mufl  condemn  it,  a  Rom.an   would  have  approve'd,  to- 
defeat  the  triumph  of  his  favage  enem.y,  who  would  probably 
have  made  him  fbfter  a  fhameful  death,  put  a  period  to  his  owii. 
exigence,  as  Rigaud  entered  the  fort., 

With  this  difaftrous  occurrence  terminated  the  yeaF- 
1/94,  r^J  and  here  I  fliall  clofe  m.y  account  of  the  military, 
tranfaaions  of  the  Britifli  army  in  St.  Domingo;  for,  althouo-b 
hoftihties  areflill  continued  in  this  ill-fated  country,  it  is""! 
thmk,  fufficiently  apparent,  that  all  hopes  and  expec4tions'o£ 

(dj   Major  General  Williamfon,   the  latter  end  of  the  year,  was  appointed 
Gov^ernor  General  of  St..  Domingo.     He   arrived  at  Port  au  Prince  fn   May 
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CHAP,    -ultimate    faccels   are   vaiiiflied    for  ever !    The  hiftoriau   who 

'    events    or   i  to  ',. 
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fliail  recount  the  events  of  1795,  will  have  to  lament  the 
mournful  and  untimely  deaths  of  many  brave  and  excellent 
voung  men  who  periflied  ift  this  fruitlels  conteft.  Among  the 
foremoft  of  thefe  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thom.as  Brifoane,  of 
whom  honourable  notice  is  taken  in  the  foregoing  pages,  and 
whofe  gallantrv  and  good  condu6l  were  not  more  the  fubjecl  of 
univerfal  admiration,  than  his  untimely  fate  of  ainiverfal 
regret.  He  was  killed  on  a  reconnoitring  party  in  February. 
By  his  death,  his  country  vs'as  deprived,  at  a  moft  critical 
junclure,  of  an  able,  indefatigable,  and  intelligent  officer,  who 
had  gained  the  affe6i;ions  of  mofl:  of  the  various  defcriptions  of 
people  under  his  command  by  his  kindnefs,  and  the  confidence 
20  March,  of  all  by  his  courage  fej.  The  fame  fate,  a  mionth  afterwards, 
awaited  Lieutenant-Colonel  JNlarkham.,  who  periflied  in  attack- 
ino"  an  out-pofl:  of  the  enemv's  forces  which  were,  at  that 
time,  laying  iiege  to  Fort  Bizotton.  He  fell  as  the  detachment 
was  rapidly  advancing  to  the  charge.  His  furvivor  in  command 
(the  hon.  Captain  Colville)  proceeded  however  with  equal  ani- 
mation :  the  out-poft  was  carried ;  the  colours  of  the  enemy, 
and  five  pieces  of  their  cannon,  were  taken,  and  fome  hundreds 
of  their  number  {lain  on  the  fpot ;  but  the  viftory  was  dearly 
obtained  by  the  lofs  of  fo  enterprizing  and  accomplifhed  a 
leader.  Yet  it  affords  fome  confolation  to  refled,  that  thefe 
brave  young  men,  though  cut  off  in  the  bloom  of  life,  fell  in 
the  field  of  glory,  nobly  exerting  themfelves  in  the  caufe  of  their 
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(e)  He  was  a  captain  in  tlie  49th  regiment,  and  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  colonial 
corps  called  the  St.  Marc's  Legion. 

country, 
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countt'v,  and  dying  amidil  the  bleffings  and  applaufes  of  their 
compatriots.  Alas,  how  many  of  their  youthful  alTociates,  in 
this  unhappy  war,  might  have  envied  them  fo  glorious  an  exit! 
What  numbers  have  periflied — not  in  the  field  of  honour — but 
on  the  bed  of  ficknefs ! — not  amidfi:  the  fhouts  of  vi6i:ory — but 
the  groans  of  defpair! — condemned  to  linger  in  the  horrors  of 
peftilence;  to  fall  without  a  conflict,  and  to  die  without 
renown!   (f) 

These  refleftions,  and  the  obfervatlons  Vv'hlch  I  have  made 
in  the  preceding  pages,  on  the  infufficiency  of  the  means  to  the 
objeds   in   view,    are   not  written  in    the   fpirit  of  accufation 

^)  The  difeafe  of  which  fo  many  gallant  men  have  perifhed,  is  commonly  known 
by  the  name  x)f  the  yellow  fever.  Two  writers  of  great  ability  (Dr.  Rufti  of  Phila- 
idelphia,  and  Dr.  Benjamin  Mofeley  of  Pall  Mall,  London)  have  treated  fully  of  this 
dreadful  calamity.  The  pi£lure  which  the  latter  has  given  of  an  unhappy  patient  of 
bis  in  the  Weft  Indies,  a  young  officer  of  great  merit,  in  the  laft  ftage  of  this  difeafe, 
after  four  days  illnefs,  is  drawn  by  the  hand  of  a  mafter.  "  I  arrived  at  the  lodgings 
of  this  much  eftcemed  young  man  (fays  the  doctor)  about  four  hours  before  his 
death.  When  I  entered  the  T"oom,  he  was  vomiting  a  black  muddy  cruor,  and  was 
bleeding  at  the  nofe,  A  bloody  ichor  was  oozing  from  the  corners  of  his  eyes,  an4 
-from  his  mouth  and  gums.  His  face  was  befmeared  with  blood,  and,  with  the  dul- 
nefs  of  his  eyes,  it  pi-efented  a  moft  diftreffing  contraft  to  his  natural  vifage.  His 
abdomen  was  fwelled,  and  inflated  prodigioufly.  His  body  was  all  over  of  a  deep 
yellow,  interfperfed  with  livid  fpots.  His  hands  and  feet  wereofalived  hue.  Every 
part  of  him  was  cold  excepting  about  his  heart.  He  had  a  deep  ftrong  hiccup,  but 
neither  delirium  nor  com.a;  and  was,  at  my  firft  feeing  him,  as  I  thought,  in  his  per- 
fect fenfes.  He  looked  at  the  changed  appearance  of  his  (kin,  and  exprefTed,  though 
he  could  not  fpeak,  by  his  fad  countenance,  that  he  knew  life  was  foon  to  yield  up 
her  citadel,  now  abandoning  the  reft  of  his  body.  Exhaufted  with  vomit'iig,  he  at 
laft  was  fuffocated  with  the  blood  he  was  endeavouring  to  bring  up,  and  expired." 

Mofeley  on  Tropical  Difeafes,  3d  edit.  p.  459. 
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againft  men  in  authority;  nor  (if  I  know  myielf)  is  there  any 
bias  of  party  zeal  on  my  judgment.  I  am  far  from  afTertino^, 
that  the  liLuation  and  refources  of  Great  Britain  were  fuch  as  to 
afford  a  greater  body  of  troops  for  fervice  in  St,  Domingo,  at- 
the  proper  moment,  than  the  number  that  was  adually  fent 
thither.  I  prefume  not  to  intrude  into  the  national  councils, 
and  am  well  apprized  that  exifling  alliances  and  pre-engage- 
raents  of  the  ftate,  were  objecls  of  important  conlideration  to 
his  Majefty's  minifters.  Neither  can  I  affirm,  that  the  delays 
and  obftrudlions,  which  prevented  the  arrival  at  the  fcene  of 
aftion  of  fome  of  the  detachments,  until  the  return  of  the  iickly 
feafon,  Vv'ere  avoidable.  A  thoufand  accidents  and  cafualities 
continually  fubvert  and  overthrow  the  beft  laid  fchemes  of  hu- 
inan  contrivance.  We  have  feen  confiderable  fleets  detained  by 
adverie  winds,  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  for  many  fuccefiive 
months,  and  powerful  armaments  have  been  driven  back  by 
ftorms  and  tempefls,  after  many  unavailing  attempts  to  reach 
the  place  of  their  deftination.  Thus  much  I  owe  to  candour; 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  I  owe  it  alfo  to  truth,  to  avow  my 
opinion^  that  in  cafe  no  greater  force  could  have  been  fpared 
for  the  enterprize  againft  St.  Domingo,  the  enterprize  itfelf 
ou2;ht  not  to  have  been  undertaken.  The  obie6i:  of  the  Britifh 
minifters  was  avosvedly  to  obtain  poiTeffion  of  the  whole  of  the 
French  part  of  the  country.  That  they  placed  great  dependance 
on  the  co-operation  of  the  French  hihabitants,,  and  v/ere  grofsly 
deceived  in  this  expeftation,  I  believe  and  admit;  but  they 
ought  furely  to  have  forefeen,  that  a  very  formidable  oppofitioii 
was  to  be  expecled  from  the  partizans  and  troops  of  the  repub- 
lican government;  and  they  ought  alfo  to  have  known,  that  no 

confiderable 
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coniiderable  body  of  the  French  planters  could  be  expected  to  C  H  A  P. 
riik  their  li\es  and  fortunes  in  the  common  caufe,  but  in  full  ^^' 
confidence  of  protection  and  fupport.  In  my  own  judgment,  all 
the  force  which  Great  Britain  could  have  fent  thither,  would 
not  have  been  fufficient  tor  the  complete  fubiugation  of  the 
colony.  It  is  afferted  by  competent  judges,  that  no  lefs  than  fix 
thoufand  men  were  necefTary  for  the  fecure  maintenance  of 
Port  au  Prince  alone;  yet  I  do  not  believe  that  the  number  of 
Britilli,  in  all  parts  of  St=  Domingo,  at  any  one  period  previous 
to  the  month  of  April  1795,  exceeded  two  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred, of  whom,  except  at  the  capture  of  Port  au  Prince,  not 
one  half  were  fit  for  active  fervice;  and  during  the  hot  and 
iickly  m.onths  of  Auguft,  September,  and  October,  not  one 
third  fgj. 

Perhaps 

(g)  The  following  returns  are  authentick; 
S.etum  of  the  provincial  troops  in  the  fervice    of   the  Britifii    government    at 
St.  Domingo,  31ft  December  1794. 


Rank  and  fik  ii:  for  duty. 


Tota!. 


At  Port  au  Prince 
Mole  St.  Nicholas 
St.  Marc 


496  -  -  4S  -  -  544 

209  -  -  38  -  -  247 

813  -  -  321  -  -  1134 

iSif 


S.e€urn  of  the  Britifli  forces  in  the  ifiand  of  St  Domingo,  31ft  December  1794.. 


Rank  and  f.h 

;  e.-":aiTe. 

s;ck. 

To:j!. 

Port  au  Prince 

- 

- 

366 

- 

- 

462 

_ 

_ 

828 

Mole  St.  Nicholas 

- 

-        '    . 

209 

- 

- 

166 

- 

- 

275 

Jeremie 

- 

- 

95 

- 

- 

59 

- 

- 

154 

Tiburon 

- 

- 

34 

- 

- 

j8 

- 

- 

52 

St.  Ma«: 

- 

. 

48 

- 

- 

33 

- 

- 

Si 
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Perhaps  the  mofl  fatal  overfight  in  the  condud  of  the  whole 
expedition,  was  the  ftrange  and  unaccountable  iiegled  of  not 
fecuring  the  little  port  of  Jacmel  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Ifland, 
previous  to  the  attack  of  Port  au  Prince.  With  that  poft  on 
the  one  fide  of  the  peninfula,  and  the  poft  of  Acul  in  our  pofTef- 
ilon  on  the  other,  all  communication  between  the  fouthern  and 
the  two  other  provinces  would  have  been  cut  off;  the  naviga- 
tion from  the  Windward  Illands  to  Jamaica  would  have  been 
made  fecure,  while  the  poiTeffion  of  the  two  Capes  which  form 
the  entrance  into  the  Bight  of  Leogane  (St.  Nicholas  and  Ti- 
buron)  would  have  proteded  the  homeward  trade  in  its  courfe 
through  the  Windward  Paffage.  All  this  might  have  been  ac- 
complifhed;  and  I  think  it  is  all  that,  in  found  policy,  ought  to 
have  been  attempted.  As  to  Port  au  Prince,  it  would  have 
been  fortunate  if  the  works  had  been  deflroyed,  and  the  town 
evacuated  immediately  after  its  furrender. 

The  retention  by  the  enemy  of  Jacmel  and  Les.  Cayes,  not 
only  enabled  them  to  procure  reinforcements  and  fupplies,  but 
alfo  moft  amply  to  revenge  our  attempts  on  their  coafls,  by  re- 
prifals  on  our  trade.  It  is  known,  that  upwards  of  thirty  pri- 
vateers, fome  of  them  of  confiderable  force,  have  been  fitted  out 
from  thofe  ports,  whofe  rapacity  and  vigilance  fcarce  a  vefTel 
bound  from  the  Windward  J  (lands  to  Jamaica  could  efcape. 
The  prizes  which  they  made,  in  a  few  iliort  months,  abun- 
dantly compeiifated  for  the  lofs  of  their  Ihips  at  Port  au 
Prince  (h). 

After 

(h)  The  following  is  a  lift  of  veflels  bound  to  Jamaica,  which  were  taken  and 
canied  into  Les  Cave?,  between  June  1794,  and  June  1795,  moft  of  them  laden 

with 
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After  all,  though  I  have  afTerted  nothing  which  I  do  not  C  H^A  P. 
believe  to  be  true,  I  will  honeftly  admit,  that  many  important 
fa6ts  and  circumftances,  unknown  to  me,  very  probably  exifted, 
an  acquaintance  with  which  is  indifpenfably  neceiTary  to  enable 
anv  man  to  form  a  corre61  judgment  of  the  meafures  which  were 
purfued  on  this  occalion.     To  a  writer,  fitting  with  compofare 

in 


with  dry  goods,  provifions,  and  plantation  flores,  and  many  of  them  of  great; 
value. 

From 
::         -         Briftol. 

--        L.  and  Cork. 
Liverpool. 


The  Edward,  W°  Marfliall,  13th  June  1794         ^        - 

Fame,  Rob'  Hall,  July-  -  -►  _-        . 

Bellona,  T ho'  Wire,  —  »■  -  - 

Hope,  W"  Swan, 

Molly,  Peter  Mawdfley,  5th  Mar.  1795,  Africa,  300  negroes, 

Hodge,  Geo.  Brown,    19th  Ditco  _  -  - 

William,  Tbo'  Calloine,  20th  Ditto 

Bell,  Arch"  Weir,  Ditto, 

Buftler, Sewell,  .... 

Druid, Wilfon,   14th  March,  _  _  _ 

Martha,  W""  Reid,  3 ill  March,  -  -  - 

Alexander,  Benj^  Moor,  17th  April,  ^  - 

Lovely  Peggy,  Peter  Murphv. 

Swallow,  Lachlan  Vafs,  icth  May. 

Dunmore,  Stephen  Conmick,  26th  May,  -  '— 

Maria,  ■  Wilkinfon  _  _  _  _ 

Minerva,  ■  Robertfon,  4th  June,  Africa,  450  negroes. 


Liverpool. 

Greenock. 

a  tranfport. 

Leith. 

London. 

Glafgow. 


London. 
Ditto. 


General.  Mathew,  Tho^  Douglas,   8th  Ditto,                 -  London. 

A  fchooner,  name  forgot,  Adam  Walker,  22d  Ditto           -  Glafgow. 

Hope,  — ' —  Hambleton,  22d  Ditto,              -              _              -  Ditto* 

Caledonia,  .  Hunter,  25th  Ditto,  Leith,  laft  from  London. 

Moily, Simpfon,  27th  Ditto,              -              -           -  Glafgow. ■- 

Refoiution,  — — .  Taunton,  29th  Ditto,              _         -         _  Hull» 
And  feveral  vellels  belonging  to  Kingfton,  names  forgot. 


SoS 
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^  \t  ^'    ^'^  ^^^  cloiet,  with  a  partial  difplay  of  fads  before  him,  it  is  nd 
difficult  tafk  to  point  out  faults  and  miftakes  in  the  condu6l  of 


■1795. 


publick  attairs;  and  even  where  miftakes  are  difcovered,  the 
wifdom  of  after-knowledge  is  very  cheaply  acquired.  It  is  the 
lot  of  our  nature,  that  the  beft  concerted  plans  of  human  policy 
are  fubjecl  to  errors  which  the  meanefl  obferver  v/ill  fometimes 
deteft.  "  The  hand  (fays  an  eminent  writer)  that  cannot  build 
"  a  hovel,  may  demolifh  a  j^alace." 


But  a  new  fcene  now  opens  for  contemplation  and  refle6lion, 
arifing  from  intelligence  received  fmce  I  began  my  work,  that 
the  Spanifli  government  has  formally  ceded  to  the  Republick  of 
France  the  whole  of  this  great  and  noble  ifland  in  perpetual  fo- 
vereignty!  So  extraordinary  a  circumftance  wiJl  doubtlefs  give 
birth  to  much  fpeculation  and  enquiry,  as  well  concerning  the 
value  and  extent  of  the  territory  ceded,  as  the  prefent  difpofition 
and  general  characler  of  the  Spaniih  inhabitants.  Will  they 
reliih  this  transfer  of  their  allegiance  from  a  monarchical  to  a 
lepublican  government,  made,  as  it  confelTedly  is,  without  their 
previous  confent  or  knowledge;  or  may  reafonable  expeftations 
be  encouraged,  that  they  will  now  cordially  co-operate  with  the 
Englifli,  in  reducing  the  country  to  the  Britifh  dominion  ?  Will 
fuch  affiflance  efFe6t  the  re-efcablifhment  of  fubordination  and 
good  government  among  the  vaft  body  of  revolted  negroes? 
Thefe  are  deep  queftions,  the  inveftigation  of  which  will  lead  to 
enquiries  of  ftill  greater  magnitude;  for,  whether  we  confider 
the  pofleflion,  by  an  a6live  and  induflrious  people,  of  fo  vaft  a 
field  for  enterprize  and  improvement  on  the  one  hand,  or  the 
triumph  of  fuccefsful  revolt  and  favage  anarchy  on  the  other,  it 
I  appears 
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appears  to  me  that  the  future  fate  and  profitable  exigence  of  the 
Britifh  territories  in  this  part  of  the  world,  are  involved  in  the 
ilTue.  On  all  thefe,  and  various  collateral  fubjefts,  I  regret  that 
I  do  not  pofTefs  the  means  of  giving  much  fatisfa£lion  to  the 
reader.  Such  information,  however  as  I  have  colle6led  on  fome 
of  the  preceding  enquiries,  and  fuch  refledions  as  occur  to  me 
on  others,  will  be  found  in  the  enfuing  chapter,  which  con- 
cludes my  work. 
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C  H  A  P.    XII. 

Ancient  State  of  the  SpaniJJi  Colony. — 'fhe  ^own  of  St.  Domi?:g9 
ejiablijhed  by  Bartholomew  Columbus  in  1498. — Pillaged  by 
Drake  in  1586. — ConjeElur-es  and  RefeBions  concerning  its  pre- 
fent  Condition,  and  the  State  of  Agriculture  in  tlie  interior 
Country. — Numbers  and  Character  of  the  prefe?it  Inhabitants. 
' — 'Their  Animofty  towards  the  French  Pla?iters,  and  fealoufy 
of  the  Engli/li. — ConjeBures  concerning  the  future  Situation  of 
the  zvhole  IJland ;  andfome  concluding  Refections, 

THE  Spanifli  colony  in  Hirpaniola(thenameSt.  Domingo 
being  properly  applicable  to  the  chief  city  only)  was  the 
earlieft  eflablifhment  made  by  the  nations  of  Europe  in  the  New 
¥/orld;  and  unhappily,  it  is  too  notorious  to  be  denied,  that  it 
was  an  eftablifliment  founded  in  rapacity  and  cemented  with 
human  blood!  The  fole  obje6l  of  the  firft  Spanifh  adventurers 
was  to  ranfack  the  bowels  of  the  earth  for  filver  and  gold ;  in. 
which  frantick  purfuit,  they  murdered  at  leafl  a  million  of  the 
peaceful  and  inofFenfive  natives!  As  the  mines  became  ex- 
haufted,  a  few  of  the  more  induftrious  of  the  Spaniards  entered 
on  the  cultivation  of  cacao,  ginger,  and  fugar;  but  the  poverty 
of  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  difcovery  of  new 
mines  in  Mexico,  occafioned  a  prodigious  emigration; — the  ex- 
perience of  paft  difappointments  not  proving  fufficiently  powerful 
to  cure  the  rage  for  acquiring  wealth  by  a  fliorter  courfe  than 
that  of  patient  induflry.     In  lefs  than  a  century,    therefore, 
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Hllnaniola  was  nearly  delerted,  and  nothing;  prelerved  it  as  a    C  H  A  P. 

•  .     .  .  xn 

coion\-,  but  the  eftabliflitnent  of  archiepifcopal  government  in 

its  chief  city,  St.  Domingo;  and  its  being  for  many  years   the        ^795* 

feat  of  civil  and  criminal  jurildiciion,  in  cafes  of  appeal,  from 

all  the  territories  of  Spain  in  this  part  of  the  world  [a). 

The  fettlement  of  the  French  in  the  wefiern  part  of  the 
ifland,  of  the  origin  of  which  I  have  already  given  an  account, 
though  the  primary  caufe  of  hereditary  and  irreconcilable  enmity 
betvveen  the  two  colonies,  was  however  productive  of  good  even 
to  the  Spaniards  themielves.  As  the  French  lettlers  increafed  in 
number,  and  their  plantations  became  enlarged,  they  wanted 
oxen  for  their  markets,  and  horfes  for  their  mills.  Thefe,  their 
neighbours  were  able  to  fapply  without  much  exertion  of  labour; 
and  thus  an  intercourle  was  created,  which  has  continued  to  the 
prefent  day;  the  Spaniards  receiving,  through  the  French,  the 
manufa61ures  of  Europe,  in  exchange  for  cattle.  The  example 
too,  before  their  eyes,  of  fuccefsful  induftry  and  growing  prof^ 
perity,  was  not  wholly  without  its  eftecl.  The  cultivation  of 
fugar,  which  had  diminilhed  nearly  to  nothing,  was  revived  in 
different  parts  of  the  Spanllh  territory,  and  plantations  were 
efiabliihed  of  cacao,  indigo,  ginger,  and  tobacco.  The  quan- 
tity of  fjgar  exported  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  centurr, 
is  faid  to  have  am.ounted  yearly  to  15,000  chefts,  each 
of  7  c\^t. 

(a)  The  ad  mini  ft  ration  of  juuice  throughout  Spanifli  America  is  at  prefent  divided 
into  twelve  courts  of  audience-^  one  only  of  which  is  at  St,  Domin^-o. 


Vol.  Ill, 
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The  country  itfelf  being  evidently  more  naountainous  in  the 
central  and  eaflern  than  in  the  wefcern  parts,  it  is  probablcj: 
that  the  Spaniili  territory  is,  on  the  whole,  naturally  lefs  fertile 
than  that  of  the  French ;  but  much  the  greater  portion  of  the 
ifland  remained,  until  the  late  treat)-,- under  the  Spanifii  do- 
minion; and  of  that,  by  far  the  major  part  continues  at  this 
hour  an  unproduclive  wildernefs.  On  the  northern  coaft,  the 
line  of  divifion  began  at  the  river  Maliacre,  and,  eroding  the 
country  lomewhat  irregularly,  terminated  on  the  fouthern  tide, 
at  a  fmall  bay  called  Les,  Ances  a  Pitre;  leaving  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  ifland  in  the  poffeffion  of  Spain.  Proceed- 
ing eafcvvard  along  the  fliore  from  the  boundary  on  the  norths 
the  firft  place  of  note  is  Monte  Chrifti,  a  town  v/hich  formerly 
grew  to  importance  by  contraband  trafiick  with  North  America, 
but  is  now  reduced  to  a  miferable  village,  the  abode  of  a  few 
ii/hermen;  and  the  furrounding  country  exhibits  a  melancholy 
profpeft  of  negleft  and  frerility.  The  river  St.  Jago  rnns  into 
the  fea  at  this  place;  on  the  banks  of  which,  at  fome  diftance 
inland,  are  grazing  farms  of  coniiderable  extent.  From  the 
mouth  of  this  river,  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen  leagues,  to  Punta 
Ifabella  (the  fcite  of  the  firfl  fettlement  eftabliflied  by  Chrifccpher 
Columbus)  the  foil,  though  capable  of  improvement,  exhibits 
no  fign  of  cultivation.  From  Ifabella  to  old  Cape  Francois 
(with  the  exception  of  Puerto  de  Plata)  the  coaft  feems  entirely 
deferted;  nor,  after  paffuig  the  bay  of  Samana,  does  a  much 
better  proijDed  offei-,  until  coafting  round  the  eaflern  extremitv, 
we  reach  a  vafl  extent  of  level  country  called  Llos  Llanos,  or 
the  Plains;  at  the  weft  end  of  which,'  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Ozama,  ftands  the  metropolis. 

3  This 


SAINT       DOMINGO. 

This  citv,  which  v/as  long  the  moit  coniiderable  in  the  new  C  HA  P. 
world,  v.'as  founded  bv  Bartholomew  Columbus,  ni  tne  year 
1498,  and  named,  after  a  faint  of  great  renown  in  thofe  days, 
St.  Dominick.  There  is  preferved  in  Oviedo,  a  Spanifli  hifto- 
rian,  who  relided  here  about  thirty  years  after  its  firfL  eftabliili- 
ment,  an  account  of  its  ftate  and  population  at  that  penod, 
which  being  equally  authentick  and  curious,  1  {Iiall  preient  to 
the  reader  at  len2;th. 


*•  But  nowe  (fays  the  hiftorian)  to  fpeake  fumvrhat  of  the 
"  principall  and  chiefe  place  of  the  iflande,  whiche  is  the  citic 
*■'- oi Sar.  Domenico:  I  faye,  that  as  touchynge  the  buildynges, 
*'  there  is  no  citie  in  Spaine,  fo  much  for  fo-muche  (no  not 
"  Barfalona,  whiche  I  have  oftentymes  feene)  that  is  to  bee 
*'  preferred  before  this  generallye.  For  the  houfes  of  San  Do- 
"  menico  are  for  the  moil:e  parte  of  frone,  as  are  they  of  Barfa- 
*'  lona.  The  fituation  is  muche  better  tha  that  of  Barfalonn, 
"  by  reafon  that  the  ftreates  are  much  larger  and  playner,  and 
*'  without  comparyfon  more  direcle  and  flrayght  furth.  For 
"  beinge  buvlded  nowe  in  our  tvme,  bel^de  the  commoditie  of 
"  the  place  of  the  foundation,  the  ftreates  were  alfo  directed 
*'  with  corde,  compafe  and  mealure;  werein  it  excelleth  al  the 
**  cities  that  [  have  fene.  It  hath  the  fea  fo  nere,  that  of  one 
*'  lyde  there  is  no  more  Ipace  betv,  an  the  lea  and  the  citie,  then 
*'  the  waules.  On  the  other  parte,  hard  by  the  iyde  and  at  the 
"  foote  of  the  houles,  pafTeth  the  rvver  Gzama^  whiche  is  a 
*'  marveylous  porte;  wherein  laden  fhyppes  ryfe  very  nere  to 
■"  the  lande,  and  in  manner  under  the  houfe  wyndowes.  In 
"  the  myddeil  of  the  citie  is  the  fortrefie  and  cairle;  the  port  or 
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"  haven  alio,  is  fo  fayre  and  commodious  todefraight  or  unlade 
"  %'ppes,    as  the   Ivke   is  founde   but  in    fewe  places  of  the 
"  worlde.     The  chymineis  that  ai'e  in  this  citie  are  about  fvxe 
"  hundredth  in  number,  and  fach  houfes  as  I  have  fpoken  of 
"  before;  of  the  v/hich  fum  are  fo  fayre  and  large  that  they 
"  raaye  v/ell  receave  and  lodge  any  lorde   or  noble  main^e  of 
"  Spayne,    with   his  trayne  and    familie;    and    efpecially    that 
"  which  Don  D/'ego  Co/on,  viceroy  under  your  majeflie,  hath  in 
"  this  citie,  is  fuche  that  I  knowe  no  man  in  Spayne  that  hath 
"  the  lykcj  by  a  quarter,    in  goodnefle,    confiderynge  all  the 
"  commodities  of  the  fam.e.     Lykewyfe  the  fituation  thereof  as 
"  beinge  above  the  fayde  porte,  and  altogyther  of  ftone,  and 
"  havynge  many  faire  and  large  roomes,  with  as  goodly  a  prof. 
"  pea  of  the  lande  and  fea  as  may  be  devyfed,  feemeth  unto  me 
'''  fo  magniiical  and  princelyke,  that  your  majeflie  may  bee  as 
"  well  lodged  therein  as  in  any  of  the  mofte  exqmfite  builded 
"  houfes  of  Spajaie.     There  is  aifo  a^cathedrall  churche  buylded 
"  of  late,  where,  as  well  the  byfhop  accordyng  to  his  dy^nitie, 
"  as  alfo  the  canones,  are  wel  mdued.     This  church  is  well' 
"  buylded  of  ilone  and  lym.e,  and  of  good  workemanfhyppe.  *' 
*^'  There  are  further-more  three  mionafteries  bearyno-  the  names 
"  of  SayntDomiuike,  Saynt  Frances,  and  Saynt  JMary  of  Mer- 
"  cedes;  the  whiche  are  well  buylded,  although  not  fo  curiouflve 
"  as  they  of  Spayne.      There  is  alio  a  very  good  hofpitall  for  the 
"  ayde   and   fuccour  of  pore  people,  whiche   was  founded  by 

*  To  this  cathedral  were  conveyed,  from  the  Carthufian  Monailery  in  Seville, 
the  remains  of  Chriftopiier  Columbus,  who  expired  at  Valladolid  on  the  2oth  of 
May  .'5C&.  It  [was  his  dying  requeft,  that  his  body  fhould  be  interred  in  St. 
Domingo. 

*'  Michael] 
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"  order,  as  wel  for  that  the  fayde  adiiv/rall  and  viceroy,  with 
"  the  lord^chaunceloureand  comifayle  appoynted  there  by  your 
^  mai,eftie,  have  thevr  continuall  abvdynage  here,  as  alfo  that 
*'  the  rvcheil:  men  of  the  ilande  refort  hyther,  for  thyre  moire- 
"  commodious  habitation  and  trade  of  fuch  merchaundies  as 
"  are  evther  brought  owt  of  Spayne,  or  fent  thyther  from  this 
''•  iland,  which  novre  fo  abnndeth  in  m.any  thvnges,  that  it 
"  ferveth  Spavne  v/ith  m.any  comm^odities,  as  it  were  v/ithf 
"  ufury  requityng  fach  benefites  as  it  fv-rfi  receaved  from 
«  thenfe  fl>j:' 

It  is  probable  that  St.  Domingo  had  now  attained  the  ium- 
mit  of  its  profperity.     About  iixty  years  afterwards  (i  ft  January 
1586)   it   was  attacked   by  Sir  Francis  Drake;  a  narrative  of 
whofe  expedition,  by  an  eye-vritnefs,   is  prefer\-ed  in  Hakluyt's 
Collecfion;    from  which  it  appears,  that  it  was,  even  then,  a 
city  of  great  extent  and  magnificence;  and  it  is  iliocking  to  relate,, 
that,  after  a  month's  polTeffion,  Drake  thought  himfelf  autiio- 
rized,  bv  the  lavrs  of  war,  to  defrroy  it  bv  fire.      "  We  fj^ent 
the  early  part  of  the  mornings  (fays  the  hiftorian  of  the  vovage) 
in  fireing  the  outmoft  houles;  but  thev  being  built  verv  magni- 
ficently of  ftone,  with  high  loftes,  gave  us  no  firiall  travell  to 
ruin  them.     And  albeit,  for  divers  daves  together,  v.-e  ordeined 
ech  morning  by  day-break,  until  the  heat  began  at  nine  of  the 
clocke,  that  two  hundred  mariners  did  nought  els  but  labour  to 
fire  and  burn  the  faid  houfes,  whilft  the  fouldiers  in  a  like  pro- 

portioUy 
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(3)  Frcn)  a  tranflation  by  Richard  Eden;  printed,  London  1555,  in  blr,ck  letter.. 
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CHAP,  portion,  ftood  forth  for  their  ^uard;  yet  did  we  not,  or  could 
not,  in  this  tim=,  conllime  fo  much  as  one  third  part  of  the 
tovvne;  and  fo  in  the  end,  wearied  with  firing,  we  were  con- 
tented to  accept  of  live  arid  twenty  thoufand  ducats,  of  five 
fliiUings  and  fixpence  the  peece,  for  the  ranfome  of  the  refl  of 
the  towne  fcj,'' 


Of  the  prefent  condition  of  this  ancient  city,  the  number  of 
its  inhabitants,  and  the  commerce  which  they  fupport,  I  can 
obtain  no  account  on  which  I  can  depend.     That  it  hath  been 


Cc)  The  following  anecdote,  related  by  the  fame  author,  is  tooflriltingto  be  over- 
"looked.  I  fhall  quote  his  own  words  :  During  the  flay  of  the  Englifh  army  in  the 
city,  "  it  chanced  that  the  general  fent  on  a  meflage  to  the  SpaniQi  governor,  a 
negro  boy  with  a  flag  of  white,  fignifying  truce,  as  is  the  Spanyards  ordinarie  man- 
ner to  do  there,  when  they  approach  to  fpeak  to  us  ;  which  boy  unhappily  was  firft 
met  withall  by  fome  of  thofe  who  had  been  belonging  as  officers  for  the  kino-  in  the 
Spanifh  galley,  which,  with  the  towne,  was  lately  fallen  into  our  hands,  who,  with- 
out all  order  or  reafon,  and  contrary  to  that  good  ufage  v-^herewith  wee  had  intertained 
their  meflengers,  furioufly  ftrooke  the  poor  boy  thorow  the  body,  with  which  wound 
the  boy  returned  to  the  general,  and,  after  he  had  declared  the  manner  of  this  wrong- 
full  crucltie,  died  forthwith  in  his  prefence;  wherewith  the  generall  being  greatly 
psffion'd,  commanded — the  provofi  martiall  to  caufe  a  couple  of  friers,  then  prifon- 
ers,  to  be  carried  to  the  fame  place  where  the  boy  was  ftroken,  and  there  prefently 
to  be  hanged;  difpatching,  at  the  fame  inflrant,  another  poor  prifoner,  with  the  rea- 
fon wherefore  this  execution  was  done,  and  v/ith  this  further  mefTage,  that  untill  the 
party  who  had  thus  murdered  the  general's  meflenger,  were  delivered  into  our  hands 
to  receive  condigne  punifnment,  there  fliould  no  day  pafle  wherein  there  fliould  not 
two  prifoners  be  hanged,  until  they  were  all  confumed  which  were  in  our  hands. 
Whereupon  the  day  following,  hee  that  had  been  captaine  of  i.he  king's  galley, 
brought  the  oftendcr  to  the  towne's  end,  offering  to  deliver  him  into  our  hands; 
but  it  was  thought  to  be  a  more  honourable  revenge  to  make  them  there,  in  our 
light,  to  perfcrme  the  execution  themielves,  whith  was  done  accordingly." 
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long  in  its  decline,  I  have  no  doubt ;  but  that  it  is  whollv  depopu- 
lated and  in  ruins,  as  Raynal  afierts,  I  do  not  believe.  The  ca- 
thedral and  other  publick  buildings  are  frill  in  being,  and  were 
lately  the  reiidence  of  a  confiderable  body  of  clergy  and  lawyers. 
The  city  continued  alfo,  while  under  the  Spanifh  government, 
the  diocefe  of  an  archljiOiop,  to  whom,  it  is  faid,  the  bifhoos  of 
St.  J  ago  in  Cuba,  Venezuela  in  New  Spain,  and  St.  John's  irt 
Porto  Rico,  v/ere  fuffragans.  Thefe  circumilances,  have  hither- 
to laved  St.  Domingo  from  entire  decay,  and  m.ay  poffibly  con- 
tmue  to  fave  it.  With  this  very  defe6live  information  the  reader 
muft  be  content.  As  little  feems  to  be  known  concernino-  the 
ftate  of  agriculture  in  the  Spanifh  pofTellions  in  this  ifland,  as  of 
their  capital  and  commerce.  A  few  planters  are  faid  to  culti- 
vate cacao,  tobacco,  and  fugar,  for  their  own  expenditure  ;  and 
perhaps  forae  f-nall  quantities  of  each  are  ftill  exported  for  con- 
fumption  in  Spain.  The  chief  article  of  exportation,  however, 
continues  to  be,  what  it  always  has  been  iince  the  mines  were 
abandoned,  the  hides  of  horned  cattle-,  which  have  multiplied  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  the  proprietors  are  faid  to  reckon  them  by 
thoufands ;  and  vait  numbers  (as  I  believe  I  have  elfewhere  ob- 
ferved)  are  annually  flaughtered  folely  for  the  (kins  *. 


CHAP. 

Xli. 

1795' 


It  feem^s  therefore  extremely  probable,  that  the  cultivation 
of  the  earth  is  almoft  entirely  negleded  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  Spanifh  dominion  in  this  ifland  ;  and  that  fome  of  the 

*  It  is  faid  that  a  Company  was  formed  at  Barcelona  in  1757,  with  exclufive  pri- 
vileges, for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  agriculture  and  commerce  in  the  Spanifh  part  of 
St.  Domingo:  I  know  not  with  what  fuccefs. 

iinefl' 
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CHAP,    finefl:  tra61s  of  land  in  the  world,  once  the  paradh'e  of  a  fun  pie 
^     '    ,    and  innocent  people,  are  now  abandoned  to  the  be?ifis    cf  the 
1795.        field,  and  the  vultures  which  hover  round  them  {dj. 

Of  this  defcription,  probably,  is  the  country  already  men- 
tioned, called  Llos  Llanos,  which  flretches  eaftward  from  the 
capital  upvv'ards  of  fourfcore  Britifh  miles  in  length,  bv  twenty 
or  twenty-five  in  width  ;  and  which,  abounding  in  rivers 
throughout,  may  be  fuppofed  adapted  for  the  growth  of  every 
tropical  produdion.  It  feems  capable  alfo  of  being  artiiiciallv 
flooded  in  drv  weather. 

Next  to  Llos  Llanos  in  magnitude,  but  fuperior,  it  is  be- 
lieved, in  native  fertility,  is  the  noble  valley  to  the  north, 
called  Vega  Real  ;  through  the  middle  of  which  flows  the  river 
Yuna,  for  the  fpace  of  fifty  miles,  and  difembogues  in  Samana 
bay  to  the  eaft.  Perhaps  it  were  no  exaggeration  to  fay,  that 
this  and  the  former  diftrifts  are  alone  capable  of  producing 
more  fugar,  and  other  valuable  commodities,  than  all  the  Britifn 
V/efl;  Indies  put  together. 


These  plains,  however,  though  in  contiguity  the  largefl, 
are  not  the  only  parts  of  the  country  on  which  nature  has 
beftowed  extraordinary  fertility.  Glades  abundantly  rich, 
caly  of  accefs,  and  obvious  to  cultivation,  are  e\ery  where 
found  even  in  the  bofom  of  the  mountains  ;  while   the  moun- 


(d)  T'hs  GaUinazc,  or  American  vulture, ,  a  very  ravenous  and  filthy  bird  that 
fteds  on  carrion.  Thefe  birds  abound  in  St.  Domingo,  and  devour  the  carcaffes  of 
tlie  cattle  as  foon  as  the  ftins  are  Gripped  off  by  the  hunters. 
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tains  themfelves  contribute  to  fertilize   the  vallies  which  they    CHAP, 
encircle. 

Proceedi2s'g  weflward  along  the  fouthern  coafl,  from  the 
capital  to  the  river  Nieva,  the  country  is  faid  to  be  fubje6l  to 
exceffive  droughts  ;  but  here  too,  the  beneficence  of  nature 
has  provided  a  remedy  for  this  inconvenience,  in  a  thoufand 
beautiful  rivulets,  which,  defcending  from  the  diftant  moun- 
tains, interfeft  the  low  lands  in  various  diredions.  Of  this 
never-failing  refource,  even  the  aboriginal  natives,  ignorant  as 
we  fuppofe  them  to  have  been,  knew  how  to  avail  themfelves 
by  flooding  their  lands  therefrom  in  the  dry  feafon  *  ; — and 
it  is  probable  that  fome  of  the  earlieft  of  the  Spanifh  fettlers  fol- 
lowed their  example ;  for  it  is  evident  that  many  Ipots  in  this 
great  trad  were  formerly  covered  with  plantations  both  of 
lugar  and  indigo  ;  their  fcites  being  marked  out  by  the  ruins  of 
ancient  buildings,  which  could  have  been  ereded  only  for  the 
manufadure  of  thofe  articles.  Amidft  the  wildernefs  of  thickets 
and  weeds,  which  now  deform  and  encumber  the  ground,  are 
difcovered  many  valuable  growths  in  a  flate  of  wild  luxuriance, 
"fuch  as  the  cacfus  of  feveral  varieties,  the  indigo  plant, — aiJDecies 
of  cotton  of  which  the  wool  is  reddifh,  and  fome  others  ; 
pointing  out  tq  the  prefent  fiothful  poffeflbrs,  that  line  of  cul- 
tivation which  would  turn  to  profitable  account,  even  in  fpots 
to  which  water  could  not  eafily  be  conduced.  With  .this 
auxiliary  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  that  every  produftion  of 
the  tropicks  might  be  raifed  throughout  this  diflrid,  in  the  ut- 
moil  plenty  and  perfedion, 

*  Vide  vol.  i. 
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By  much  the  greateft  part  of  this  extenfive  range,  however, 
remains  as  Nature  originally  created  it ;  covered  with  woods 
of  immenfe  growth  and  luxuriant  foliage,  with  very  little  un- 
derwood. The  mahogany,  the  cedar,  the  guaiacum,  ther 
bittef-afli,  the  fuftick,  and  a  thoufaud  others,  here  flourifh,  and 
die  unmolefted.  In  fome  places  are  vaft  groves  of  the  latanier. 
or  thatch-palm,  the  fight  of  which  always  gives  pleafure  to  the^ 
beholder,  not  more  from  the  fingular  conformation  and  beau ty- 
of  the  tree  itfelf,  than  from  the  circumftance  that  it  indicates^ 
with  unerring  certainty,  a  rich  and  deep  foil  underneath. 

The  great  obftacle  to  the  re-efi:a;blifhment  of  towns  and^ 
fettlements  on  the  fouthern  coaft,  arifes  from  the  infufficiency 
of  its  ports  and  harbours  ; — many  of  the  fliipping  places  being 
nothing  more  than  open  bays,  which,  in  the  autumnal  months, 
lie  expofed  to  the  fury  of  ftorms  and  hurricanes.-  The  harbour 
of  St.  Domingo,  which  was  formerly  fjppofed  to  be  commo- 
dious and  fecure,  has  become,  in  the  courfe  of  years,  too 
fliallow  to  admit  fliips  of  large  burthen  ;— but  its  I'ofs  might 
be  happily  fupplied,  at  the  diflance  of  fourteen  leagues  to  the 
weftwardy'in  the  bay  of  Ocoa  ;  a  capacious  inlet,  comprehend- 
ing two  mofl  fafe  and  commodious  ports,  named  CalJe'ra  and' 
Puerto  Riejo.  The  very  advantageous  pofition  of  this  great 
bay,  in  the  centre  of  the  fouthern- part  of  the  ifrand; — in  the 
track,  and  almoft  in  fight,  of  fhips  bound  to  Jamaica,  and  the 
Mexican  Gulph  ; — the  fafety  and  fecurity  which  it  offers  at  all' 
feafons  of  the  year,  in  the  two  fubordinate  ports  before 
mentioned  ;— all  thefe  are  circumftances  of  importance  ;  and* 
they  wi%\vithoutdoubt,attraa  the  notice  of  the  French  Go- 
^  vernment. 
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vernment,  whenever  it  fhall  hereafter  attempt  to  form  any  C  HA  P. 
confiderable  eflabUOiment  in  the  late  Spanifli  part  of  this  great  ^__„^ 
country  *. 

Thus  fcaaty.and  uninterefting  is  the  beft  account  I  have  to 
c3-ive  of  the  territory  itfelf ;  nor  is  my  information  much  more 
perfect  concerning  the  number  and  condition  of  the  people  by 
whom  it  is  at  prefent  inhabited.  The  earlieft  detachments 
from  Old  Spain  were  undoubtedly  numerous.  Herrera,  an 
accurate  and  well-informed  hiftorian,  reckons  that  there  were, 
at  one  period,  no  lefs  than  14,000  Caftillians  in  Hifpaniola. 
Such  was  the  -renown  of  its  riches,  that  men  of  all  ranks  and 
conditions  reforted  thither,  in  the  fond  expedation  of  fharing 
in  the  golden  harveft.  Its  mines,  indeed,  were  very  produ6live. 
Robertlbn  relates,  that  they  continued  for  many  years  to  yield 
a  reveijue  of  460,000  pefos  (e).  In  contrafting  this  fa61,  with 
an  anecdote  which  I  have  elfewhere  f  recorded,  that  the  in- 
habitants, at  the  time  of  Brake's  invafion,  were  fo  wretchedly 

•  Moft  of  what  is  given  in  the  above  21^  the  preceding  page,  is  added  fince  the 
former  edition.  The  author  derived  his  information  from  a  letter  to  the  French 
Direftory,  written  in  1798,  by  certain  commiffioners  employed  to  examine  the 
eaftern  part  of  St.  Domingo,  and  report  to  the  Dire6lory  concerning  its  agriculture 
and  produftion.  This  letter,  which  is  one  only  of  a  large  feries,  having  been 
fent  by  a  vefTel  that  was  captured  by  a  Bridfli  cruifer,  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
author,  and,  as  far  as  it  goes,  is  very  intelligent  and  fatisfaclory.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
the  remainder  of  the  correfpondence  will  fome  time  or  other  be  made  publick,  as 
the  writers  appear  to  be  men  of  fcience  and  obfervation. 

(e)  Upwards  of  ^T.  100,000  fterling. 

f  Vol.  i.    Book  2d.  " 
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^  Xlt  ^'  ^°°'''  ^^  ^°  ^^  compelled  to  ufe,  in  barter  among  themfelves, 
pieces  of  leather  as  a  fubftitute  for  money,  we  are  furniibed  with  a 
ftrlking  proof,  that  the  true  way  to  acquire  riches,  is  not  by 
digging  into  the  bowels,  but  by  improving  the  furface,  of  the 
earth.  Not  having  any  manufa6tures,  nor  the  produftions  of 
agriculture,  to  offer  in  exchange  for  the  necefTaries  and  conve- 
niencies  of  life,-  all  their  gold  had  foon  found  its  way  to  Europe  ; 
and  when  the  mines  became  exhaufted,  their  penury  was  ex- 
treme ;  and  (loth,  depopulation,  and  degeneracy,  were  its  ne- 
cefiary  confequcnees  (f). 

The  introduftion  into  this  ifiand  of  negroes  from  Africa,  of 
which  I  have  elfewhere  traced  the  origin  and  caufe  (g),  took 
place  at  an  early  period.  This  refource  did  not,  however,, 
greatly  contribute  to  augment  the  population  of  the  colony  ; 
for  fuch  of  the  whites  as  removed  to  the  continent,  in  fearch 
of  richer  mines  and  better  fortune,  commonly  took  their 
negroes  with  them ;  and  the  fmall  pox,  a  few  years  afterward?, 
deftroyed  prodigious  numbers  of  others.     In  171 7,  the  whole 

{f)  The  grofs  ignorance  of  confidering  gold  and  filver  as  real  inftead  of 
artificial  wealth;,  and  the  folly  of  neglefting  agriculture  for  the  fake  of  exploring 
mines,  have  been  well  expofed  by  Abbe  Raynal  -y  who  compares  the  conduit  of  the 
Spaniards  in  this  refpeiSl,  to  that  of  the  dog  in  the  fable,  dropping  the  piece  of  meat 
which  he  had  in  his  mouth,  to  catch  at  the  fliadow  of  it  in  the  water. 

(g)  Book  iv,  c.  2.  A  curious  circumftance  was,  however,  omitted.  When  the 
Portuguefe  firfl:  began  the  trafRck  in  negroes,  application  was  made  to  the  Pope  to 
fanflify  the  trade  by  a  bull,  which  his  Holinefs  iffued  accordingly.  In  confequence 
©f  this  permiffion  and  authority,  a  very  confiderable  flave-market  was  eftabliflied  at 
Lifbon,  infomuch,  that  about  the  year  '539)  from  lO  to  12,000  negroes  were  fold 
(here  annually. 
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number  of  inhabitants  under  the  Spanifh  dominion,  of  all  ages  C  H^  A  P. 
and  conditions,  enflaved  and  free,  were  no  more  than  18,410, 
and  fince  that  time,  I  conceive,  they  have  rather  diminiflied 
than  increafed.  Of  pure  whites  (in  contradiftindion  to  the 
people  of  mixed  blood)  the  number  is  undoubtedly  very  incon- 
fiderable  ;  perhaps  not  3,000  in  the  whole. 

The  hereditary  and  unextinguifhable  animofity  between  the 
Spanifh  and  French  planters  on  this  ifland,  has  already  been  no- 
ticed. It  is  probable,  however,  that  the  knowledge  of  this  cir- 
cumftance  created  greater  reliance  on  the  co-operation  of  the 
Spaniards  with  the  Britifh  army,  than  was  juftified  by  fubfe- 
quent  events.  At  the  earnefl  and  repeated  folicitations  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Brifljane,  in  1794,  orders  were  indeed 
tranfmitted  from  the  city  of  St.  Domingo  to  the  Commandant 
at  Verettes,  Don  Francifco  de  Villa  Neuva,  to  join  the  Englifh 
with  the  militia  of  that  part  of  the  country  ;  the  Britifli  gar- 
rifon  at  St.  Marc  undertaking  to  fupply  them  with  provifions 
and  ammunition  :  but  thefe  orders  were  ill  obeyed.  Not 
more  than  three  hundred  men  were  brought  into  the  field,  and 
even  thofe  were  far  from  being  hearty  in  the  common  caufe. 
The  French  loyalifts  appeared  in  greater  numbers  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  St.  Marc  than  in  any  other  diftrid ;  and  the 
Spaniards  detefted  the  French  colonics  of  all  defcriptions.  It 
was  evident,  at  the  fame  time,  that  they  were  almoft  equally 
jealous  of  the  Englifh;  betraying  manifeftfymptoms  of  difcontcnt 
and  envy,  at  beholding  them  in  pofTeffion  of  St.  Marc,  and  the 
fertile  plains  in  its  vicinage.  They  proceeded,  however,  and 
took  the  town  and  harbour  of  Gonaive;  but  their  lubfequent 

conduft 
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-  conduil  .manifefted  the  bafefl  treachery,  or  the  rankefl  cowar- 
dice.    The  town  was  .no  fooiier  attacked  by  a   fmall  detach- 

-  ment  from  the  revolted  negroes,  than  the  Spaniards  luffere.d 
•  -themfeives  to  be  driven  out, of  itj  in  the  naoft  unaccountabie 

•manner ;  leaving  the'French  inhabitants  to  the  fury  of  thefavages, 
who  maffacred  the -whole  number  (as  their  comrades  had  done 
.^t  Fort  Dauphin)  and  then  reduced  the  town  itfelf  to  alhes  (h). 

On  the  whole,-  tUere  is  reafcn  t&  fuppofe  that  a  great  propor= 
tion  of  the  prefent  Spailifh  proprietors  in  St..  Dgmingo  are  ,a 

(h)  In  the  northern  province  of  the  French  colony,  the  inhabitants  of  Fort  Dau- 
phin, a  town  fituated  on  the  Spanlfh  borders,  having  no  afliftance  from  the  Englifli, 
and  being  apprehenfive  of  an  attack  from  the  rebel  negroes,  applied  for  proteftion, 
and  delivered  up  the  town,  to  the  Spanifh  government.  The  Spanifh  commandant, 
on  accepting  the  conditions  required,  which  were  chiefly  for  perfonal  fafety,  ilTued  a 
proclamation,  importing,  that  ilich  of  the  French  planters  as  would  fe^k.  refuge 
there,  Iliould  find  fecurity.  Seduced.by  this  proclamation,  a  confiderable  number 
repaired  thither;  when,  on  Monday  the  7th  of  July  1794,  Jean  Fran^ois^  the  negro 
general,  and  leader  of  the  revolt  in  1791,  entered  the  town  with  fome  thoufands  of 
armed  negroes.     He  met-not  the  fmalleft  refiftance,  eijher-at  the  advanced  pofts,  or 

,at  the  barriers  occupied  by  the  Spanifli  troops  ;  the  inhabitants  keeping  their  houfes, 
in  the  hope  of  being  protedted  by  the  .commandant.  In  an  inftant,  every  part  of  the 
city  refoun.ded  with  the  cry  of  "  Long  live  tlie  King  of  Spain  !  Kill  all  the  F-rench  ; 
but  offer  no  violence  to  -the  Spaniards;"  and  a  general  maffacre  of  the  French  com- 
menced, in  which  nodefs  than  771  of  them,, without  diftindion  of  fex  or  age,  were 

.murdeted  on  the  fpot.:  the  Spanifh  foldiers  (landing  by,  fpeftators  of  the  tragedy. 
It  is  thought,  however,  that  if  the  Spaniards  had  openly  interpofed,  they  would  have 
fliared  the  fate  of  the  French.  It  is  faid  that  Mont-Calvos,  commander  of  the 
Spanifli  troops,  moved  by  compaffion  tpwards  fome  French  gentlemen  of  his  ac- 
quaintance, admitted  them  into  the  janks,  dfefllng  them  in  the  Spanifh  uniform  for 
their  fecurity  ;  others  were  fecretly  conveyed  .to  the  fort,  gnd  fept  off  in  the  night  to 
Monte  Chriiti,  .where  they  got  on  board  an  American  veflel  belonging  to  Salem. 
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debafecl  and  degenerate  race  ;   a  motly  mixture  from  European, 
Indian,  and  African  anceftry  ;    and  the  obfervation  which   has 
been  made  in  another  place  fij,  concerning  the  Spanifli  inha- 
bitants of  Jamaica,  at  the  conqueft  of  that  ifland  in  1655,  wiH 
equally  apply  to  thefe.     They  are  neithe/  poliflied  by  fecial  in- 
tercourfe,  nor   improved  by  education  ;   but  pafs  their  days,  va 
gloomy  languor,  enfeebled  by  (loth,  and  depreffed'  by  poverty.  • 
From  fuch  men,  therefore,  great  as  their  antipathv  is   to  the 
French  nation,  and  however  averfe  they  may  be  to  a  change  of 
Taws  and  government,  I  am  afraid  that  no  cordial  co-operatioa 
with    the  Britifli   can   ever  be  expefted.     The  beft  families 
amon^r  them,  rather  than  fubmit  to  the  French  dominion,,  wild 
probably  remove  to  Cuba,  or  feek  out  new  habitations  among 
their  countrymen  on  the  neighbouring  continent ;  while  thofe 
which  remahi  wiHneceffarily  fink  into  the  general  mafs  of  co- 
loured people,  French  and  Spanifli ;  a  elafsthat,  I  think,  in  pro:- 
eefs  of  time,  will  become  m afters  of  the  towns  a^id  cultivated 
parts    of   the    iiland  on   the    fea-coaft ;    leaving  the   intericf 
country  to  the  revolted   negroes.     Such,  probably,  will  be  the 
fate  of  this  once  beautiful  and  princely  colony  ;  and  it  grieves 
me  to  fay,  that  the  prefent  exertions  of  Great  Britain  on   this 
blood-ftained  theatre,  can  anf^ver   no  other  end  than  to  haftea. 
the  cataftrophe  1 

I  MIGHT  here  expatiate  on  the  wonderful  dvfpeniations  of 
Divine  Providence,  in  railing  up  the  enflaved  Africans  to 
aveno-e  the  wrongs  of  the  injured  aborigines  :  I  might  alfo  in- 
dulo-e  the  fond  but  fallacious  idea,  that  as  the  negroes  of  St, 
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Domingo  have  been  eye-witnefles  to  the  benefits  of  civilized 
life  among  the  whites ; — have  feen  in  what  manner,  and  to  what 
extent,  fecial  order,  peaceful  induftry,  and  fubmiffion  to  laws, 
contribute  to  individual  and  general  prol]Derity  (advantages 
which  were  denied  to  them  in  their  native  country  ;)  Ibme  fu- 
perior  fpirits  may  hereafter  rife  up  among  them,  by  whofe  en- 
couragement and  example  they  may  be  taught,  in  due  time,  to 
difcard  the  ferocious  and  fordid  manners  and  purfuits  of  favage 
life  ;  to  corre6l  their  vices,  and  be  led  progreffively  on  to  civi- 
lization and  gentlenefs,  to  the  knowledge  of  truth,  and  the 
pradice  of  virtue.  This  pidure  is  fo  pleafmg  to  the  imagina- 
tion, that  every  humane  and  refledling  mind  muft  wifh  it  may 
be  realized  ;  but  I  am  afraid  it  is  the  mere  creation  of  the 
fancy — "  the  fabrick  of  a  vifion  !"  Experience  has  demon- 
ftrated,  that  a  wild  and  lawlefs  freedom  affords  no  means  of 
improvement,  either  mental  or  moral.  The  Charaibes  of  St. 
Vincent,  and  the  Maroon  negroes  of  Jamaica,  were  originally 
enflaved  Africans  ;  and  what  they  now  are,  the  freed  negroes  of 
St.  Domingo  iy/V/  hereafter  be — favages  in  the  midft  of  fociety  ; 
without  peace,  fecurity,  agriculture,  or  property ;  ignorant  of 
the  duties  of  life,  and  unacquainted  with  all  the  foft  and  en- 
dearing: relations  which  render  it  defirable ;  averfe  to  labour, 
though  frequently  perifliing  of  want ;  fulpicious  of  each  other, 
and  towards  the  reft  of  mankind  revengeful  and  faithlefs,  re- 
morfelefs  and  bloody  minded;  pretending  to  be  free,  while 
groaning  beneath  the  capricious  defpotifm  of  their  chiefs,  and 
feeling  all  the  miferies  of  fervitude,  without  the  benefits  of 
fubordination  ! 


If 
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If  what  I  have  thus— not  haftily,  but— deliberately  prediaed, 
concerning  the  fate  of  this  unfortunate  country,  fhaU  be  verihed 
by  the   event,  all  other  refledions  muft  yield    to  the  prefling 
confideration  how  beft  to  obviate  and  defeat  the  influence  which 
fo   dreadful  an    example  of  fuccefsflil  revolt   and   triumphant 
anarchy  may  have  m  our  own  iflands.     This  is  a  fubjeft  which 
will  foon  force  itfdf  on  the  moft  ferious  attention  of  Govern- 
ment ;  and  I  am  of  opinion,  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  co-ope- 
ration of  the  Britiin  parliament  with  the  colonial  legifiatures 
can  meet  its  emergency.     On  the  other  hand,  if  it  be  admitted 
that  the  objecl  is  infinitely  too  in.portant,  and  the  m.eans  and  re- 
fources  of  France  much  too  pou-erful  and  abundant,  to  fuiter  a 
doubt  to  remain  concerning  the  ultimate  accompliihment  of  her 
views,  in  feizing  on  the  whole  of  this  extenfive  country  :  if  we 
can  fuppofe  that  (convinced  at  length,  by  painfbl  experience,  of 
the  monftrous  folly   of  fuddenly  emancipating  barharous  men, 
and  placing  them  at  once  in  all  the  compHcated  relations  of  civil 
fociety)   fhe  will  finally  fjcceed  in  reducing  the  vaft  bodv  of 
fugitive   negroes   to   obedience ;  and    in    eftablifhing  fecuritv, 
fubordination,  and  order,  under  a   conftitution   of  government 
fuited  to  the  aclual  condition  of  the  various  claffes  of  the  inha- 
bitants :— if  fuch  iliall  be  her  good  fortua?,  it  will  not  require 
the  endowment  of  prophecy  to  foretel  the   refult.     The   mid- 
dling, and  who  are  commonly  -the  moll  induflrious  clafs  of 
Planters,  throughout  every  ifland  in  the  Weft  Indies,  allured  by 
the  cheapnefs  of  the  land  and  the  fjperior  fertility  of  the  foil, 
will  affjredly  feek  out   fettlements    in   St.    Domhigo ;  and   a 
Weft  Indian  empire  will  fix  itfelf  in  this  noble  mand,''to  which, 
Vol.  III.  G  g  i,^ 
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in  a  few  fhort  years,  all  the  tropical  pofTeffions  of  Europe  will 
be  found  fubordinate  and  tributary.     Placed   in  the  centre  of 
Britifli  and  Spanifli  America,  and  fituated  to  windward  of  thofe 
territories  of  either  nation  which  are  moft  valuable,  while  the 
commerce  of  both  mufr  exift  only  by  its  good  pleafure,  all  the 
riches  of  Mexico  will  be  wholly  at  its  difpofal.     Then  will  the 
vafTal  Spaniard  lament,  when  it  is  too  late,  the  thoughtlefs  and 
improvident  furrender  he   has  made,   and   Great   Britain  find 
leifureto  refleft  how  deeply  fheis  herfelf  concerned  in  the  con- 
fequences  of  it.     The  dilemma  is  awful,  and  the  final  ifRie 
known  onlv  to  that  omnifcient   Power,  in  whofe  hand  is  the 
fate   of  empires  !  But  whatever  the   ifTue  may  be, — in  all  the 
varieties  of  fortune, — in  all  events  and  circumftances,  whether 
profperous  or  adverfe, — it  infinitely  concerns  both  the  people  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Britifh  colonies, — I 
cannot  repeat   it  too  often, — to  derive  admonition    from   the 
flory  before  us.     To  great  Britain   I  would  intimate,  that  if, 
difregarding  the  prefent  example,  encouragem.ent  fhall  continue 
to  be  given  to  the  peftilent    do£lrines    of   thofe    hot-brained 
fanaticks,    and    detefiable   incendiaries,    who,   under   the    vile 
pretence  of  philanthropy  and  zeal  for  the  interefts  of  fufFering 
humanity,  preach  up  rebellion  and  mAirder  to   the   contented 
and  orderly  negroes  in  our  own  territories,  v\  hat   elie  can  be 
expeded,   but   that  the  fame  dreadful  fcenes  of  carnage   and 
defolation,    which    we    have   contemplated    in   St.    Domingo, 
will   be    renewed   among    our    countrym.en    and    relations    in 
the  Britifh  Weft  Indies  \  May  God  Almighty,  of  his   infinite 
avert   the  evil !-    To    the   refident   Planters   I   addrefs 
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myfelf  with  ftill  greater  folicitude  ;  and,  if  it  were  in  my 
power,  would  exhort  them,  "  with  more  than  mortal  voice," 
to  rife  above  the  foggy  atmofphere  of  local  prejudices,  and, 
by  a  generous  furrender  of  temporary  advantages,  do  that, 
which  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  pride  and 
plenitude  of  imperial  dominion,  cannot  efFe61:,  and  ought 
not  to  attempt.  I  call  on  them,  with  the  fincerity  and 
the  affeclion  of  a  brother,  of  themfelves  to  reflrrain,  limit 
and  finally  abolifli  the  farther  introduclion  of  enllaved  men 
from  Africa  ; — not  indeed  by  meafures  of  fudden  violence 
and  injuftice,  difregarding  the  many  weighty  and  compli- 
cated interefts  which  are  involved  in  the  ilTue  ;  but  by  means 
which,  though  flow  and  gradual  in  their  operation,  will  be 
lure  and  certain  in  their  effecl:.  The  Colonial  Legiflatures, 
bv  their  fituation  and  local  knowleds^e,  are  alone  comnetenl 
to  this  great  and  glorious  talk  :  and  this  example  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, and  the  di6lates  of  felf-prefervation,  like  the  hand- 
writincr  ag-ainfl:  the  wall,  warn  them  no  long-er  to  delav  it  ! 
Towards  the  poor  negroes  over  whom  the  ftatutes  of  Great 
Britain,  the  accidents  of  fortune,  and  the  laws  of  inheri- 
tance, have  invefted  them  with  power,  their  general  conduct 
for  the  laft  twenty  years  (notwithflanding  the  foul  calum-nies 
with  which  they  ha^•e  been  loaded)  may  court  enquiry,  and 
bid  defiance  to  cenfure.  A  perfeverance  in  the  fame  benevo- 
lent fyftem,  progreffively  leading  the  objecls  of  it  to  civiliza- 
tion and  mental  improvement,  preparatory  to  greater  indul- 
gence, is  all  that  humanity  can  require ;  for  it  is  all  that 
prudence  can  diftate.     Thus  will  the  Planters  prepare  a  Ihield 
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of  defence  asainft  their  enemies,  and  fecure  to  themfelves  that 
ferenity  and  elevation  of  mind,  which  arife  from  an  approving 
confcience  ;  producing  affurance  in  hope,  and  confolation  in  ad- 
verfity.  Their  perfecutors  and  flanderers  in  the  mean  time 
will  be  difregarded  or  forgotten  ;  for  calumny,  though  a  great, 
is  a  temporary  evil,  but  truth  and  juftice  will  prove  triumphant 
and  eternal  ! 
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The  following  TABLES  were  drawn  up  by  order  of  the  Legiflatlve  Affembly  of  Frakce^ 
which  met  the  ,ft  of  Odober  1791,  and  ,eem  to  have  been  framed  ,n  the  vie.,  of  afcertainin^ 
the  a..ual  fere  of  the  Colony,  and  its  Comn^erce,  immediately  before  the  breaking  out  of  th^ 
rebelhon  of  the  Negroes  in  the  month  of  Augult  of  that  year.  The  totals  will  be  found  to 
differ,  m  fome  or  the  particulars,  from  the  Ilatemenc  which  .1as  been  g,ven  in  the  precedm^ 
pages.  The  difference  arifes  partly  from  the  aclual  change  of  circumft,.nces,  m  the  courfe  o'f 
two  years  whrca  rnten^ened  between  the  peHoJ.  when  each  ftatement  was  made  up,  ana  p.rtl., 
A  am  afraid,  from  errors  and  omiiiions  of  my  own. 
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No.  I. 
Etat  General  des  CULTURES  et  des  MANUFACTURES  dc  la  Partie  Fran9oIfe  de  S'  DOMINGUE,  1791. 


Chefs  Lieux 

ou 
Jurisdictions, 


QUARTIERS    OU     PaROISES. 


Partie  du  Nord. 


Le  Cap 


Le  Fort  DaupVin 

Le  Port  d3  Paix 

Le  Mole     -     - 
Partie  de  I'Oueft. 

Port  au  Prince 

Leogane     - 
S'  Marc     -     - 

Le  petit  Goave 

Jeremie     -     - 

Partie  du  Sud. 
Les  Cayes   -     - 
Le  Cap  Tiburon 
S'  Louis     -     - 
jacmel  -     -     - 

Total    - 


Le  Cap  et  dependances  -  -  - 
LapetueAnceetlaplaineduNord 
L'acul,  Limonade  et  S''=  Suzanne 
Morien  et  la  Grande  Riviere 
Le  Dondon  et  Marmelade  -  - 
A  Limbe  et  Port  Magot  -  - 
Plaifance  et  le  Borgne     -     -     - 

Le  Fort  Dauphin  -  -  -  - 
Ouanaminthe  et  Valliere  -  - 
Le  Terrier  rouge  et  le  trou 

LePortdePaixlepetitS'Louis  1 
JeanRabeletiegros  Morne  •  J 

Le  Mole  et  Bombarde     -     - 


Port  au  Prince  et  laCroix  des 

Bouquets       _     _     -     -     - 

L'Arcahaye     -     -     -     ~     - 

Mirebelais       -     -     -     -     - 


Leogane    ------ 

S'  Marc,  la  petite  Riviere    - ' 
Les  Verettes  et  les  Gonaives  5 

Le  petit  Goave,  le  grand  Goave, 
et  le  fonds  dts  Negres       -     - 
L'Anfe  a  Veau  et  le  petit  trou 

Jeremie  et  le  Cap  Dame  Marie 


Les  Cayes  et  Torbec!<    ►     -     - 
Le  Cap  Tiburun  et  les  Coteaux 
St  Louis,  Cavaillon  et  Aquin 
Jacmel,  Us  Cayes,  et  B^ynel 

ci  ParoiiTes   -     -     - 


45 


16 


231 

it 

34' 


37 
157 
255 
216 
272 
324 

71 

151 
123 

218 
31 


151 

62 

27 

58 


52 
1 1 

105 


69 
24 
39 

57_ 

2,810 


»4 


315 


37 


369 


IS 


-    4 
4 


15 

— 

29 

48 

322 

_ 

14 

78 

— 

25 

1,184 

- 

10 

31 

18s 

- 

II 

7 

44 

- 

6 

169 

157 
129 

— 

18 
8 

3.097 

3 

173 

14 


33' 


J;  >-• 
1*= 


21,613 

I  1,122 

19,876 

'8.554 
17,376 
15,978 
15,018 

10,004 
9,987 

iS.47'5 

29,540 

3'i83 


.8,553 
10,902 

14,896 
67,216 


18,829 
13,229 

20,774 


30.937 
8. '53 
18,785 
21,151 
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No.  II.  Etar  desDE  KRESS  deS^  Domingneexportees  en  France  Jepuis  ie  i"^' Janvier  1 791  au  3  i  Dece.iibreinclufivernenc 


Departemens. 


Partie  du  Nord. 
Le  Cap     -     -     -     - 
Le  Fort  Dauphin     - 
Le  Port  de  Paix 
Le  Mjle  -     .     -     - 


Partie  ds  l'Ouest. 
Le  Port  au  Prince  - 
Leogane  -  -  i  . 
Saint  Marc  -  -  - 
Le  Petit  Goave  -  - 
Jeremie    -     -     .     - 


Part i e  d u  Sud. 
Les  Cayes       -     - 
Le  Cap  Tiburon 
S'  Louis    .     -     -     . 
Jacmel      -     .     -     . 

Total       -     . 


Sucre. 


43,864,552 
8,609,258 

473  800 


7,792,219 

1,492,983 

3.24-+673 

218,866 

19,804 


4^375.627 
63, 150 

2,000 

j         48,266 
70,227,708 


1.5  "7.439 
1,639,900 

824,500 
IOC, 680 


53,648,923 

7,688,537 

6993,966 

85^=23- 

476.44s 
'18,984,4:5 

278,500 

9,6co 

67,910 

93.177  512 


Cafe. 
Livres. 


29,367, ,-82 

2,32i.6io 

1,829,754 

294,550 

14,584,023 
1.786,484 
5,521,237 
1,395, ''90 
4'453  531 


I  843,40', 

305,740 

90,705 

4-357.270 

58, 151,130 


Coton. 
Livres. 


Indigo. 
Livres. 


1,200 

38,75 
29,236 


1,570,021 
154,084 

3,008,163 

84,865 

189,194 


720,770 
34.325 

42  497 
613,019 


6,286. i26 


195,099 
2,005 

61,472 
6,294 


176,918 

12,520 

357>53o 


1,075 

105.456 

1,954 
2,064 

7.309 


en  Poil. 

^  1 
Tannes 

Banettes 

Cotes. 

2,006 

i.'34 
120 

6,975 
^  160 

3' 

""" 

i,6o! 
1 12 

752 

100 

67 

__ 

— ' 

— 

15 

5,186 

7,887 

Valeur  commune  des  Exporrati.-ns  et  des  Droits  per^us  dans  la  Colonie  fur  toates  l;s  Denrees 


Indication  de  la  Nature 
des  Denrees. 


Sucre 


(  Bl.inc  ou  terre    -     - 

"  I  Brut 

Cafe     ....--- 

Coton  ------- 

Indigo       -._-.. 
Cacao  ------- 

Sirop    ------- 

Taiia    ------- 

Cuirs  Tanres      -     -     -     - 

Cuirs  en  Poil        .     -     -     . 
Caret  (cortoife  fhsll)      -     - 

Gayic,  Acajo'j,  et  Campeche 


Q_;oii:e 

en 
nature. 


Eftimat'on  en  raifon  du 
prix  Commun. 


70,227,708 

93.i77.5'2 

68,1  51,180 

6,2»6,iz6 

930,016 

150,000 

29,502 

303 

5,186 
5,oco 

1,500,000 


-  a 


Livres 
Livres 
1  ivres 
Livres 
Livre'  -  a 
Livres  -  a 
Boucauis  -  a 
Bariques  -  a 
Co'es  -  a 
Banettes  -  a 
Livres      -  a 

Livres      -  a 


66 

72 
lo 
18 


E  1 1  .T  { 


Total  de  la  Valeur  comrr.une  de  toutes  les  Denrees 


Tcutes  les  fommes  dont  il  efl  qaeition  dans  ce  tableau 
font  Argent  des  Colonies.  Le  change  y  eil  a  33!.,  etli 
Livre  rcurnois  compiee  pour  une  livre  dix  fous.  " 

I'''  ExEMPLE, 

•  Le  monrant  des  Exportations  s'eleve  Ar- 
gent des  Colonies  a  la  iomme  de     -     -     200,301,654. 
Reduite  Argent  de  France  a     -     -     _     _     1 33,53  •,:l2-' 


OBSERVATION    ESSENTIELLE. 


Difference  fur  cet  Article  de    -     -      66, 


Du  i^'r  Janvier  I791  au  31 
X''-^  de  L  meme  annee. 


ValeurCommune, 


67,670,781 

49.941.567 

51,890,748 

17.572,-252 

10,875,120 

120.000 

1,947,132 

21,816 

78,870 

93.34^ 

sO,COO 


40,000 


200,301,634 


525,197 
1-677. 195 

1,226,720 

785.766 

465  cc8 

221,275 
1,821 

10,377 
7,807 


65,142,584 
t^  -6+,37z 
50  664, 028- 
16,736,4? 
10,410, 1 1 2 

I  20,OCO 

1,725.857 

19,995 

68,493 

85,541 

;o.ooo 

!lO,O0O 


6,924,166    193.377,468 


2'    -   FXFM  PLE. 

La  totaiite  des  denrees  exportees,  et  vendues 

enFrancemont,in£enfen-.blealaromniede    ig,   ,-7   ,fo 
Reduite  en  Livre-- Tourncis  a  .     -     -     -il^'is' 

Dilre.-ence  fur  cet  Article  de     -     -     6^.-.,joT76 

^^  On  obtiendra  !e  mem?  refjhat  article  par  article  ayj-nt 
1  a-t-sntion  de  redu:re  le  tiers  fur  chaoue'fomm.r. 
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No.  Ill 


Appergu  des  Richesjes  territor'iales  des  habitations  en  grande  Culture  de  la  Partie  Fran9oife  de  Sr.Domingue. 


Indication  de  la  Nature 
des  Capitaux. 


f  en  Blanc     -     -     .     - 
Sucreries  <■ 

(_  en  Brut       ,     -     .     - 

Cafeteries      ---._.- 

Cotonnerles   ------- 

Indigoteries    ------- 

Guildiverles  ------- 

Cacaotieres    ------- 

Tanneries      ------- 

Fours  a  ChauXjBriquerieset  Poteries 

Negres  anciens  et  nouveaux,  grands  7 
et  petits     -------j 

Chevaux  et  Mulcts  -     -     -     -     - 
Betes  a  cornes     ------ 


Nombrc. 


451 
341 

2,810 

7°S 
3>c97 

173 
69 

3 
374 

455,000 
i6,oco 

12,000 


Eftimation 

partii-U'iere  de 

chaque  Objet 

en  riiioii  du 

prix  moyen. 


230,000 

180,000 

20,000 

30,000 

30,000 

5,003 

4,000 

160,000 

15,000 

2,500 

-     400 

J20 


Total  des  Richeffes  employees  a  la  Culture     - 


Evaluation  des  Capitaux. 


Ea  Terres, 

En  Negres  et 

BaC'.me-s, 

animaux  em- 

et Planta- 

ployes al'ex- 

tions. 

plouadon. 

103,730,000 

61,380,000 

— 

56^200,000 

— 

21,150,000 

— 

92,910,000 

— 

865,000 

— 

275,000 

— 

480,000 

— 

5,510,000 

— 

— 

1,137,500,000 

— 

6,400,000 

— 

1,440,000 

342,500,000 

1,145,340,000 

Totalitedela 
Valeur   Ge- 
ne rale. 


103,730,000 
61,350  oco 
56,200,000 
21,150,000 

92,910,000 

865,000 

275  oco 

480,000 

5  510,000 

iji37, 500,000 

6,400,000 
1,-140,000 


1,487,810,000 


[     ^33     ] 
ADDITIONAL    TABLES, 

Containing  Information  not  comprehended  in^the  preceding; 
CoUeEled  by  tks  Author  zvhen  at  Cape  Frangois. 

No.  IV.     TRADE  of  the  French  Part  of  St.  Domingo  with  old  France. 
Imports  for  the  Year  I: 


186,759 
1,366 

3.3C9 

2,044 

27.15  + 
16,896 
20,762 

»'359 
121,587 
7,020 
5^732 
6,174 

io,37s 
6,937 
2,284 

19-457 
5.599 

14,613 

2,486 

1,308 

17.219 

24,261 

1+.732 

4.351 

1,627 


Barrels  of  Flour    ----.-.._ 
Quintals  of  Bilcuit     -----... 

Ditto  -  -  Cfaeefe 

Ditto  -  -  Wax  Candles  ---,.. 
Ditto  -  -  Soap  --  ---__. 
Ditto  -  -  Tallow  Candles    -     .     -     .     . 

Ditto  -  -  Oil  -     -     -     - 

Ditto  -  -  Tallow 

Calks  of  Wine 

Cafes  of  D° 

CEfksofBeer 

Hampers  of  Beer  --.-.... 
Cafes  of  Cordials  .-..-... 
Ankers  of  Brandy  ---..... 
Ditto  of  Vinegar  --....__ 
Balkets  of  Anifeed  Liqoor  --.--. 
Qjjintals  of  Vegetables  ----.-. 
Csfes  of  preferved  Fruit       --.._. 

Quintals  of  Cod  Flfh -     - 

Ditto  -  -  Salt  Fifli 

Ditto  -  -  Batter  ---.-.-. 

Diito  -  -  Salt  Beef -     .     . 

Ditto  -  -  Salt  Pork 

Ditto  -  -  Ditto    ---,-.---. 
Ditto  -  -  Hams    ------... 

Dry  Goods,  -viz..  Linens,  Woollens,  Silks,  Cot- 
tons, and  Manufactures  of  ail  kinds 
Sai:dry  other  Articles,  valued  at     -     -     -     .     . 

Amount  of  all  the  Goods  imcorted     - 


Liv. 

12,2-1,247 

38,684 

217.450 

602,010 

1,589.985 
1.479,510 

i.973'75o 

55'77o 

13,610,960 

584.770 
328,175 
157,380 
340,070 
140,238 
23.784 
254.398 
322,130 

320,477 

85,607 

26,700 

1.650,150 

95 S  300 

1,101,39- 

376,560 

177.340 

39,008,600 
8,685,600 

86,414,040 
,679  Tons,    or  by 


Thefe  Importations  were  made  in  580  Veffels,    meafuring  together  i 

Average  325I  Tons  each  Veffel ;  iiiz. 

224  from  Bourdeaux.                        10  from  Bayonne.  I          i  from  Dieppe. 

129  from  Nantes.                                 5   from  La  Rochelle.  i    from  Rouen. 

3  from  Harfleur.  I   from  Granville. 

2  from  Cherbourg.  i   from  Cette. 

2  from  Croific.  i    from  Rhedon. 


90  from  Marfeilles. 
80  from  Havre  ds  Grace. 
19  from  Dunkirk. 
1 1   from  St.  Malo. 


Add  to_the_58o_Vefrel3  from  France,  9S  from  the  Coaft  of  Africa,  and  the  French  Part  of  Hifpaniola 
ployed  678  VelTels  belonging  to  France  in  the  year  1788. 


f       \ 


t   i« 


will  be  found  to  have  empl 

Vol.  III. 


Hh 


^— ■ 

'■ 

M 

1 

'1 

1 

If  Iff  ' 

1 

II 

%  1 

i 

}!        i 

jll' 

'^'fl 

^in 

! 

^ip^ 

i 

II 

1 
i    ' 

234  TABLEAU  DE  COMMERCE,  &c.  DE  ST.  DOxMINGUE. 


No.  V.     Foreign  TRADE  in   1788  (exclufive  of  the  Spaaifh.) 
Imported  by  Foreigners  (St)aniards  excepted)  to  the  Amount  of    -     -     6,821,707  Livres. 
Exported  by  the  lame       ,-------------     4>4-'^9'9^^ 

Difference z,^il.7^i 

N.  B.     This  Trade  employed  763  fmall  Veffels,  meafuring  55,745   Tons.     The   Average  is  75-, 
Tons  each      Veffsls  from  Nonh  Air.erica  (American  built)  are  comprehended  m  it ;  but  there 
were  alfo  employed  in  the  North  American  Trade  45   ^^'^'^ ^t''' -"^"Sold'^loLt: 
(the   Average    77    '^^ons    each),     which    e.ported_  to    Nort^h    A'^/^'^^^^^^^^^^^^^f^^^^^^"^^^'^' 

And  imported  in  return  Goods  to  the  Amount  of i,bs,oii 

Difference    -    - ^°'-^9° 

Spanifh  TRADE  in  1788. 
259  SpanKh  Veffels,  meafuring   15.417  Tons,  or  59  Tons  each,  imported  to  the  Amount  of 

(chiefly  Bullion) "     "   ^"     '     '   ^;     "  r  a    '     ^'^^^'^^ 

And  exported  Negro  Slaves,  and  Goods,  chiefly  European  Manufaftures, 

to  the  Amount  of    -------"""""""'     ^'^   ''^  ^ 

Difference 4.i29>598 

N.  B.     This  is  exclufive  of  the  Inland  Trade  with  the  Spaniards,  of  which  there  i.  no  Account. 


No.  VI.     AFRICAN    TRADE. 
NEGROES  imported  into  the  French  Part  of  Hispaniola,  in  1788. 


Ports  of 
Importation. 


Port-au-Prince 
St.  Marc  -  - 
Leogane  -  - 
Jeremie  -  - 
Cayes  -  -  - 
Cape  Franjois 


Men. 


4.732 
1.665 
1.652 
88 
1,624 
5.913 

15,674 


Women. 


2,256 
645 

758 

75 
872 

2.394 


Boys 


Girls. 


764 

230 

469 

23 

1.245 


7,040 


4,245 


541 
60 

327 

18 

849 

752 

2.547 


Amount. 


8,293 
2,600 
3,246 
204 
4,590 
«o.573 


Number 
ofVeflels. 


24 


29,506 


19 

37 


In  1787,  30,839  Negroes  were  imported  into  the  French  Part  of  St.  Domingo. 
The  20  506  Negroe's  imported  in  ,788.  were  fold  for  6.  .936.190  L^res  (Hifpaniola  Currency) 
«hkhon';'a  averse  is  2,^099  Uv.  2s.  each,  being  about  £,  60  ilerhng. 


[    ^35    ] 


ILLUSTRATIONS,     &c. 


CHAP.     IV. 


p.  72. 


//  was  difco'-jered^  however,  about  n'me  months  afterwards,  that    CHAP. 
ths  moji  unfortunate  young  man  (Oge)  had  made  a  full  conf effort.         ^^' 
His  lajlfolemn  declaration,  fworn  to  andftgnedby  himfelf  the  day 
before  his  execution,  was  aciually  produced,  &c. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  this  important  document. 

TESTAMENT     DE     MORT     D'OGE. 

ExTRAiT  des  minutes  du  Confeil  Superieur  du  Cap,  I'an  mil 
fept  cent  quatre-vingt-onze  et  le  neuf  mars,  nous  Antoine- 
Etienne  Ruotte,  confeiller  du  rol,  doyen  au  Confeil  Superieur 
du  Cap,  et  Marie-Francois  PourcherefTe  de  Vertieres,  auffi 
confeiller  du  roi  au  Confeil  Superieur  du  Cap,  commifTaires 
nommes  par  la  cour,  a  I'efFet  de  faire  executer  I'arret  de  la 
dite  cour,  du  5  du  prefent  m.ois,  portant  condamnation  de 
mort  centre  le  nomme  Jacques  Oge,  dit  Jacquot,  quarteron. 

H  h  2  libre; 
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ADDITIONAL    NOTES 

libre;  lequel,  etant  en  la  chambre  criminelle,  et  apres  lefture 
falte  du  dit  arret,  en  ce  qui  ie  concerne,  a  dit  et  declare,,  pour 
la  decharge  de  fa  confcience,  ferment  prealablement  par  lui 
prete,  la  main  levee  devant  nous,  de  dire  verite. 

C)UE  dans  le  commencement  du  mois  de  fevrier  dernier,  fi  les 
rivieres  n'avoientpas  ete  debordees,  il  devoit  fe  faireun  attroupe- 
ment  de  gens  de  couleur,  qui  devoient  entrainer  avec  eux  les 
ateliers,  et  devoient  venir  fondre  fur  la  viile  du  Cap  en  nombre 
tres  confiderable ;  qu'ils  etoient  meme  deja  reunis  au  nombre  de 
onze  mille  hommes;,  que  le  debordement  des  rivieres  eft  le  feul 
obftacle  qui  les  a  empeches  de  fe  reunir;  cette  quantite  d'hom- 
mes  de  couleur  etant  compofee  de  ceux  du  Mirebalais,  de  I'Arti- 
-bonite,  du  Limbe,  d'Ouanaminthe,  de  la  Grande  Riviere,,  et 
generalement  de  toute  la  Colonic.  Qu'a  cette  epoque,  il  etoit 
forti  du  Cap  cent  hommes  de  couleur  pour  fe  joindre  a  cette 
troupe.  Que  I'accufe  eft  afllire  que  les  auteurs  de  cette  revoke 
ibnt  les  Declains,  negres  libres  de  la  Grande-Riviere,  accufes  au 
proces;  Dumas,  n.  ].;  Yvon,  n.  1.;  Bitozin,  m.  1.  efpagnol; 
Pierre  Godard  et  Jeane-Baptifte,  fon  frere,  n.  1.  de  la  Grande- 
Riviere;  Legrand  Mazeau  et  Toufiaint  Mazeau,  n.  1.;  Pierre 
Mauzi,  m.  1.;  Ginga  Lapaire,  Charles  Lamadieu,  les  Sabourins,. 
Jean  Pierre  Goudy,  Jofeph  Lucas,  mulatres  libres;  JMaurice, 
n.  1. ;  tous  accufes  au  proces. 

Que  les  grands  moteurs,  au  bas  de  la  cote,  font  les  nommes 
Dao-uin,  accufe  au  proces;  Rebel,  demeurant  au  Mirebalafs; 
Pinchinat,  accufe  au  proces;  Labaftille,  egalement  accufe  au 
proces;  et  que  I'accufe,  ici  prefent,  croit  devoir  nous  declarer 
e2re  un  des  plus  ardens  partifans  de  la  revoke,  qui  a  mu  en 

grande 


AND     ILLUSTRATIONS. 

•>Tande  partie  ceile  qui  a  eclate  dans  les  environs  de  Saint-Marc,  C 
et  qui  cherchc  a  en  exciter  une  nouvelle;  qu'il  y  a  dans  ce  mo- 
ment pluiieurs  gens  de  couleur,  dans  differens  quartiers,  bien 
refolus  a  tenir  a  leurs  projets,  malgre  que  ceux  qui  tremperoient 
dans  la  revoke  perdroient  la  vie;  que  I'accuie,  ici  prefent,  ne 
peuf  pas  fe  reflbuvenir  du  nom  de  tous;  mais  qu'il  fe  rappelle- 
que  le  ills  de  Laplace,  q.  L;  dont  lui  accufe  a  vu  la  foeur  dans 
les  priibns,  a  quitte  le  Limbe  pour  aller  fairc  des  recrues  dans 
le  quartier  d'  Ouanaminthe;  et  que  ces  recrues  et  ces  foulevemens 
de  gens  de  couleur  font  foutenus  ici  par  l.a  prefence  des  iiommes 
Fleury  et  THirondelle  Viard,  deputes  des  gens  de  couleur  aupres 
de  I'affemblee  nationale ;  que  lui  accufe,  ici  prefent,  ignore  fi  les 
deputes  fe  tiennent  chez  eux;  qu'il  croit  que  le  nomme  Fleury 
fe  tient  au  Mirebalais,  et  le  nomme  I'Hirondelle  Viard  dans  le 
quartier  de  la  Grande-Riviere.- 

Que  lui  accufe,  ici  prefent,  declare  que  I'lnfurredion  des  re- 
voltes  exifte  dans  les  fouterrains  qui  fe  trouvent  entre  la  Crete  k 
Marcan  et  le  Canton  du  Giromon,  paroiffe  de  la  Grande-Riviere; 
qu'en  confequence,  fi  lui  accufe  pouvoit  etre  conduit  fur  les- 
lieux,  il  fe  feroit  fort  de  prendre  les  chefs  des  revokes;  que' 
I'agkation  dans  laquelle  il  fe  trouve,  relativement  a  fa  pofitioir 
atluelle,  ne  lui  permet  pas  de  nous  donner  des  details  plus  cir- 
conftancies;  qu'il  nous  les  donnerapar  la  fulte,  lorfqu'il  fera  unr- 
peu  plus  tranquil;  qu'il  lui  vienten  ce  mom.ent  a  I'efpnt  que  le' 
nomme  Caftaing,  mulatre  libre  de  cette  dependance;  ne  fe- 
trouve  cornpris  en  aucune  maniere  dans  I'affaire  a6tuelle;  mais" 
que  lui  accufe,  nous  affure  que  fi  fon  frere  Oge  eut  fuivi.  I'lm-- 
pulfion  du  dk  Cakaing,  il  fe  ferok  pcrte  a  de  bien  plus  grandes- 

extremites  | , 
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^  ^V^  ^'   ^^'^'"^^^^^^^  5  qui  eft  tout  ce  qu'il  nous  a  dit  pouvoir  nous  declarer 
p,  72.        dans  ce  moment,  dont  lui  avons  donne  afte^  qu'il  a  figne  avec 
"■    nous  et  le  greffier. 

Signe  a  la  minute  J.    OGE',    RUOTTE,    POURCHE- 
RESSE  DE  VERTIERES,  et  LANDAIS,  greffier. 

ExTRAiT  des  minutes  du  greffe  du  Confeil  Superieur  du  Cap, 
Fan  mil  fept  cent  quatre-vingt-onze,  le  dix  mars,  trois  heures 
de  relevee,  en  la  chambre  criminelle,  nous  Antoine-Etienne 
Ruotte,  confeiller  du  roi,  doyen  du  Confeil  Superieur  du  Cap, 
et  Marie-Fran9ois-Jofeph  de  Vertieres,  auffi  confeiller  du  roi  au 
dit  Confeil  Superieur  du  Cap,  commiffaires  nommes  par  la  cour, 
fuivant  I'arret  de  ce  jour,  rendu  fur  les  conclufions  du  procureur 
general  du  roi  de  la  dite  cour,  a  I'efFet  de  proceder  au  recolement 
de  la  declaration  faitepar  le  nomme  Jacques  Oge,  q.  1.;  lequel, 
apres  ferment  par  lui  fait,  la  main  levee  devant  nous  de  dire  la 
verite,  et  apres  lui  avoir  fait  kaure,  par  le  greffier,  de  la  de- 
claration du  jour  d'hier,  I'avons  interpelle  de  nous  declarer  fi  la 
dite  declaration  contient  verite,  s'il  veut  n'y  rien  ajouter,  n'y 
diminuer,  et  s'il  y  perfifte. 

A  repondu  que  la  dite  declaration  du  jour  d'hier  contient 
verite,  qu'il  y  perfifte,  et  qu'il  y  ajoute  que  les  deux  Didiers 
freres,  dont  I'un  plus  grand  que  I'autre,  mulatres  ou  quarterons 
libres,  ne  les  ayantvu  que  cette  fois;  Jean-Pierre  Gerard,  m.  1. 
du  Cap,  et  Caton,  m.  1.  auffi  du  Cap,  font  employes  a  gagner 
les  ateliers  de  la  Grande-Riviere,  qu'ils  font  enfemble  de  jour, 
et  que  de  nuit  ils  font  difperfes. 

6  Ajoute 
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Ajoute  encore  que  lors  de  fa  confrontation  avec  Jacques  Lucas,  C  HAP. 
il  a  etc  dit  par  ce  dernier,  que  lui  accufe,  ici  prefent,  I'avoit  p,  ^2. 
menace  de  le  faire  pendre ;  a  quoi,  lui  accufe,  a  repondu  au  dit 
Jacques  Lucas,  qu'il  devoit  favoir  pourquoi  que  le  dit  Jacques 
Lucas,  n'ayant  pas  infifte,  lui  accufe  n'a  pas  declare  le  motif  de 
cette  menace,  pour  ne  pas  perdre  le  dit  Jacques  Lucas;  qu'fl 
nous  declare  les  chofes  comme  elles  fe  font  pafTees;  que  le  dit 
Lucas  lui  ayant  dit  qu'il  avoit  fouleve  les  ateliers  de  M.  Bouamy 
et  de  divers  autres  habitans  de  la  Grande-Riviere,  pour  aller 
eo-oro-er  I'ai-mee  chez  M.  Cardineau;  qu'au  premier  coup  de. 
corne,  il  etoit  fur  que  ces  ateliers  s'attrouperoient  et  fe  joindroient 
a  la  troupe  des  gens  de  couleur;  alors  lui  accufe,  tenant  aux 
blancs,  fut  revoke  de  cette  barbaric,  et  dit  au  nomme  Jacques 
Lucas,  que  I'auteur  d'un  pareil  projet  meritoit  d'etre  pendu; 
qu'il  eut  a  I'inftant  a  faire  rentrer  les  negres  qu'il  avoit  appofte 
dans  differens  coins  avec  des  cornes;  que  lui  accufe,  ici  prefent, 
nous  declare  qu'il  a  donne  au  dit  Lucas  trois  pomponelles  de 
tafia,  trois  bouteilles  de  vin  et  du  pain;  qu'il  ignoroit  I'ufage 
que  le  dit  Lucas  en  faifoit;  que  la  troifieme  fois  que  le  dit  Lucas 
en  vint  chercher;  lui  accufe,  ici  prefent,  lui  ayant  demande  ce 
qu'il  faifoit  de  ces  boiffons  et  vivres;  le  dit  Lucas  repondit  que 
c'etoit  pour  les  negres  qu'il  avoit  difperfe  de  cote  et  d'autre; 
que  ce  qui  prouve  que  le  dit  Lucas  avoit  le  projet  de  foulever 
les  neo-res  efclaves  contre  les  blancs,  et  de  faire  egorger  ces  der- 
niers  paries  premiers;  c'efi:  la  propofition  qu'il  fit  a  Vincent 
Oo-e,  frere  de  lui  accufe,  de  venir  fur  I'habitation  de  lui  Jacques 
Lucas,  pour  etre  plus  a  portee  de  fe  joindre  aux  negres  qu'il 
avoit  debauche;  que  fi  lui  accufe  n'a  pas  revele  ces  faits  a  fa 
confrontation  avec  le  dit  Jacques  Lucas,    c'efl  qu'il  s'efl  ap- 
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C  %^  ^'  P^^^^  q^'ils  n'etoient  pas  ccnnus,  et  qu'il  ri'a  pas  voulu  le  per- 
dre;  qu'il  a  du  moiiis  la  fatisfadioii  d'avoir  detourne  ce  crime 
horrible  et  cannibale;  qu'il  s'etoit  reierve  de  reveler  en  juflice, 
lors  de  fon  elargiffement;  que  ce  meme  Lucas  eft  celui  qui  a 
voulu  couper  la  tete  a  deux  blancs  prifonuiers,  et  notamment 
-au  lieur  Belifle,  pour  lui  avoir  enleve  une  femme;  que  Pierre 
Roubert  ota  le  fabre  des  mains  de  Jacques  Lucas,  et  appella 
Vnicent  Oge,  frere  de  lui  accufe',  ici  prelent,  qui  fit  des  re'- 
montrances  audit  Lucas;  que  cependant  ces  prifonniers  out  de- 
clares en  juftice  que  c'etoit  lui  accufe  qui.avoit  eu  ce  deflein; 
que  meme  a  la  confrontation  ils  le  lui  ont  foutenu;  mais  que  le 
fait  s'etant  pafle  de  nuit,  les  dits  prifonniers  font  pris,  lui  ac- 
qule,  pour  le  dit  Lucas,  tandis  que  lui  accufe  n'a  cefTe  de  les 
combler  d'honnetetes;  qu'a  la  confrontation,  lui  accufe  a  cru 
qu'il  etoit  fuffifant  de  dire  que  ce  n'etoit  pas  lui,  et  d'affirmer 
qu'il  n'avoit  jamais  connu  cette  femme;  mais  qu'aujourd'hui  il 
fe  croyoit  oblige,  pour  la  decharge  de  fa  confcience,  de  nous 
rendre  les  faits  tels  qu'ils  font,  et  d'infifter  a  jurer  qu'il  ne  I'a 
jamais  connue. 

Ajoute  I'accufe  que  le  nomme  Fleury  et  PerifTe,  le  premier, 
I'un  des  deputes  des  gens  de  couleur  pres  de  raffemble'e  na- 
tionale,  font  arrives  en  cette  Colonic  par  un  batiment  Bordelais 
avec  le  nomme  I'Hirondelle  Viard ;  que  le  capitaine  a  mis  les 
deux  premiers  a  Acquin,  chez  un  nomme  Dupcnt,  homm.e  de 
couleur;  et  le  nomme  I'Hirondelle  Viard,  egalement  depute 
des  gens  de  couleur,  au  Cap.  Ajoute  encore  I'accuie,  qu'il 
nous  avoit  declare,  le  jour  d'hier,  que  le  nomme  Laplace, 
dont  le  pere  eft  ici  dans  les  prifons,  faifant  des  recrues  a  Ouana- 
miuthe,  eft  du  nombre  de  ceux  qui  ont  marche  du  Limbe  con- 
tra 


AND     ILLUSTRATIONS. 

tre  ie  Cap;  que  pour  eloigner  les  foupcons,  il  ePc  alle  au  Port- 
-Margot,  cu  il  s'eft  tenu  cache  plufieurs  jours,  feignant  d'avoir 
une  fluxion;  que  le  dit  Laplace  pere  a  dit,  a  Jui  accule,  qu'il 
-etoit  for  que  ion  voiiin,  qui  efl:  un  blanc,  ne  depofera  pas  coh- 
tre  lui,  malgre  qu'il  fache  toutes  fes  demarches;  qu'il  etoit 
alTure  que  le  nommi  Girardeau,  detenu  en  prifon,  ne  declareroit 
rien,  parce  qu'il  etoit  trop  fon  ami  pour -le  decouvrir;  qu'eu- 
:fuite,  s'il  le  denoncoit,  il  feroit  force  d'en  denoncer  beaucoup 
d'autres,  tant  du  Limbe  que  des  autres  quartiers. 

Obferve   I'accufe  que  lorfqu'il   nous  a  parle  des  movens  em- 
ployes par  Jacques  Lucas  pour  foulever  les  negres  efclaves,  il  a 
^omis  de  nous  dire  que  Pierre  JMaury  avoit  envoye'une  trentaine 
d'efclaves  chez  Lucas;  que  lui  accufe,  avec  I'agrement  d'Oge  le 
jeune,  fon  frere,  les  renvoya,  ce  qui  occaiionna  une  p'alnte  ge- 
iierale,  lessens  de  couleur  difant  que  c'etoit  du  renfort;  aue 
lui  accufe  cut  meme  a  cette  occafion  une  rixe  avec  le  plus  grand 
'des  -Didiers,  avec  lequel  il  manqua  de  fe  battre  au  piftolet,  pour 
vouloir  lui  foutenir  qu'etant  libre  et  cherchant  a  etre  affimile 
^ux  blancs,    il  n'etoit  pas  fait  pour  etre  affimile  aux  negres 
efclaves;  que  d'ailleurs  foulevant  les  efclaves,  c'etoit  detruire 
-les  proprietes  des  blancs,  et  qu^en  les  detruifant,  ils  detruifoient 
•les  leurs  prop  res;  quedepuis  que  lui  accufe  etoit  dans  les  pri- 
Tons,  il  a  w.  un  petit  billet  ecrit  par  ledit  Pierre  Maury  a  Jean- 
Prancois  Teffier,  par  lequel   lui  marque  qu'il  continue  a  ra- 
-maffer,  et  que  le  negre  nomme  Coquin,  alia  a  la  dame  veuve 
Caftaing  ainee,  arme  d'une  paire  de  piftolets  garnis  en  argent 
-€t  d'une  manchette  que  le  dit  Maury  lui  a  donnee,  veille  a  tout 
xe  qui  fe  pafle,  et  rend  compte  tous  les  foirs  audit  Maury;  qui 
■eft  tout  ce  que  Taccufe,  ici  prefent,  nous  declare,  en  nous  con= 
Vol.  III.  I  i  jurant 
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CHAP,  jurant  d'etre  perfuades  que,  s'il  lui  etoit  poffible  d'obtenir  mi- 
Icricorde,  il  s'expoferoit  volontiers  a  tous  les  dangers  pour  faire 
— '  arreter  les  chefs  de  ces  revokes;  et  que  daas  toutes  les  circon- 
fiances,  il  prouvera  foil  zele  et  fon  refpeS:  pour  les  blancs. 

Lecture  a  lui  faite  de  fa  declarc^tion,  dans  laquelle  il  per- 
fifte  pour  contenir  verite,  lui  en  doniions  acte,  qu'il  a  iigne 
avec  nous  et  le  greffier. 

Signe  a  la  minute  J.  OGE',  RUOTTE,  POUCHERESSES 
DE  VERTIERES,  et  LANDAIS,  greffier. 

Pour  expedition  collationee,  figne,  LANDAIS,  greffier. 


A  Copy  of  the  preceding  document,  the  exiflence  of  which 
1  had  often  heard  of,  but  very  much  doubted,  was  tranfmitted 
to  me  from  St.  Domingo  in  the  month  of  July  1795,  inclofed 
in  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  of  that  ifland,  whofe  attachment 
to  the  Britifh  cannot  be  fufpefted,  and  whofe  means  for  informa- 
tion were  equal  to  any:  This  Letter  is  too  remarkable  to  be 
omitted,  and  I  hope,  as  I  conceal  his  name,  that  the  writer 
will  pardon  its  publication:     It  here  follows. 

Je  vous  envoye  ci  joint,  le  teftament  de  Jaques  Oge  execute 
au  Cap  le  9  Mars  1791.  Voici  mes  reflexions  fur  les  dates  et 
les  faits: 

1^.  Jaques  Oge  depofe  le  projet  connu  depuis  long  tem3 
par  les  BrilTotins  dont  il  etoit  un  des  Agents.  II  nomme 
les  chefs  des  Mulatres,  qui  dans  toutes  les  parties  de  la  Co- 
lonic devoient  executer  un  plan  digne  des  Suppots  de 
I'enfer. 

2\  n 
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2°.  II  depofe  que  I'abondance  des  pluies  et  les  ernes  des    C  H  A  P. 
rivieres  avoient  empeche  I'executioa  du  projet  au  mois  de  _  ' 

Fevrier- 

3".   II  declare  que  Ci  on  veut  lui  accorder  miierlcorde,  il 
s'expofera  aux  dangers  de  faire  arreter  les  chefs. 

Oge  eft  execute,  avec  vingt  de  fes  complices,  le  9  Mars 
1791.  Son  teftament  eft  garde  fecret  jufqu'a  la  fm  de  1791 
(apres  I'incendie  generale  de  la  partie  du  Nord)  qu'un  arrete  de 
rAlfemblee  Coloniale  oblige  imperieufement  le  Greffier  da 
Confeil  du  Cap  a  en  delis-rer  des  copies.  Que  conclure?  He- 
las,  que  les  coupables  font  auffi  nombreux  qu'atroces  et  cruel?! 

i'".  Coupables:  Les  homraes  de  couleur  nommes  par  la  dc- 
polition  d'  Oge. 

2.  (et  au  moins  autant  s'ils  ne  font  plus.)  Le  Confeil  du 
Cap,  qui  a  ofe  faire  executer  Oge,  et  qui  a  garde  le  fecret  fur 
fes  depofitions  li  interreffantes. 

3.  Le  General  Blanchelande  et  tous  les  chefs  militaires  qui 
n'ont  pas  fait  arreter  fiir  le  champ  toutes  les  perfonnes  de  Cou- 
leur nommees  par  Oge  et  ne  les  ont  pas  confrontees  avec  leur 
accufateur.  Mais  non:  on  a  precipite  I'execution  du  malheu- 
reux  Oge;  on  a  garde  un  fecret  dont  la  publicite  fauveroit  la 
Colonie.  On  a  laiffe  libres  tous  les  chefs  des  revokes;  on  les  a 
laifle  pour  fuivre  leurs  projets  defl:ru61ifs. 

Si  les  Chefs  militaires,  le  conleil,  les  magiftrats  civils,  avoient 
fait  arreter  au  raois  de  Mars  1791,  les  Mulatres  Pinchinat, 
Caftaing,  Viard,  et  tous  les  autres,  ils  n'auroient  pas  pu  con- 
fommer  leur  crime  le  2  c  Aout  fuivant.     Les  Regimens  de  Nor- 
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maadie  et  d'Artois  qui  venoient  d'arriver  de  France,  etoient 
aflez  forts  pour  arreter  tous  les  gens  de  covdeur  coupables,  et 
s'ils  ne  I'avoieiit  pas  ete,  et  que  ce  fut  le  motif,  qui  eut  em- 
peche  Blanchelande  d'agir,  pourquoi  Blanchelande  envoyat  il, 
au  mois  de  Mai  1791,  des  troupes  de  rigne  que  lui  envoyoit  de 
la  Martinique,  M.de  Behague?- 

La  ferie  de  tous  ces  faits  prouve  evidemment  la  coalition  des 
centre  revoiutionaires  avec  les  Mulatres,    dont  ils  ont  ete  la. 
dupe,.,  et.  la  vidime  apres  I'arrivee  des  CommilTaires  Polvereli 
et  Santhonax.- 


C  H  A  P.    VI. 
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A  truce  or  convention,  calleJ  t/iccoyi corh  at,  zvas  agreed  upon 
the  wth  of  September,  between  the  free  people  of  colour,  and  the 
white  inhabitants  of  Port-au-Prince,  &c.  The  following  is  a 
true  copy  of  this  curious  and  important  document : 

Concordat  de  MM.les  citoyens  blancs  du  Port-au-Prince 
avec  MM.  les  citoyens  de  couleur., 

L'AN  m.il  fept  cent  quatre-vingt-onze,  &  le  onze  du  mois 
de  Septembre. 

Les  commifTaires  de  la  garde  nationale  des  citoyens  blancs  du 
Port-au-Prince,  d'une  part; 

Et  les  commifTaires  de  la  garde  nationale  des  citoyens  de 
couleur,  d'autre  part:  et  ceux  fondes  dg  pouvoir  par  arrete  de 
ce  jour,  &  du  neuf  Septembre  prefent  mois, 

9  AflTembles 
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Aflembles  flir  la  place  d'armes  du  bourg  de  la  Croix-des-Bou- 
quets,  a  Vctiei  de  deliberer  fur  les  movetis  les  plus  capables 
d'operer  la  reunion  des  citoyens  de  toutes  les  claiTes,  &  d'arreter 
les  progres  &  les  fuites  d'une  infurreclion  qui  menace  egalement 
toutes  les  parties  de  la  colonic. 

L'afTemblee  ainfi  compofee  s'etant  tranfportee  dans  reo-life 
paroiiTale  du  dit  bourg  de  la  Croix-des-Bouquets,  pour  eviter 
I'ardeur  du  foleil,  il  a  ete  procede  de  fuite,  des  deux  cotes,  a  la 
nomination  d'un  prefident  &z  d'un  fecretaire. 

Les  commiflaires  de  la  garde  nationale  du  Port-au-Prince 
ont  norame  pour  leur  prefident  M.  Gamot,  &  pour  leur  fecre- 
taire M.  Hacquet;-  &  les  commilTaires  de  la  garde  nationale  des 
eitoyens  de  couleur  ont  nommdpour  leur  prefident  M.  Pinchinat, 
&  fecretaire  IVI.  Daguin  fils. 

Lefquels  prefidens  &  fecretaires  ont  refpedivement  accepte 
les  dites  charges,  &  ont  promis  de  bien  &  fidellement  s'en 
acquitter.. 

Apres  quoi  il  a  ete  dit  de  la  part  des  citoyens  de  couleur, 
que  la  loi  faite  en  leur  faveur  en  1685,  avoit  ete  meprifee  & 
violee  par  les  progres  d'un  prejuge  ridicule,  &  par  I'ufage 
abufif  et  le  delpotifme  minifteriel  de  I'ancien  regime,  ils  n'ont 
jamais  joui  que  tres-imparfaitement  du  be'nefice  de  cette  loi. 

Qu'au  moment  ou  ils  ont  vu  raffemblee  des  reprefentans  de 
la  nation  fe  former,  ils  ont  prefifenti  que  les  principes  qui  ont 
di61e  la  loi  conftitutionnelle  de  I'etat,  entraineroit  neceiTaire- 
ment  la  reconnoilTance  de  leurs  droits  qui,  pour  avoir  ete  long- 
temps  meconnus,  n'en  etoient  pas  moins  facres. 

Que  cette  reconnoiflance  a  ete  confacree  par  les  de'crets  &  in- 

ftrudions  des  8   &  28  Mars  1790,  &  par  plufieurs  autres  ren- 
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CHAP,    dus  depuis;  mais  qu'ils  ont  vu  avec  la  plus  vive  douleur  que  les 

citoyens  blancs   des    colonies   leur   refufoient   avec  obftination 
p.  105. 

rexecutioa  de  ces  decrets,  pour  ce  qui  les  y  concerne,  par  I'ln- 
terpretation  injufle  qu'ils  en  ont  faite. 

Qu'outre  la  privation  du  benefice  des  dits  decrets,  lorfqu'ils 
ont  voulu  les  reclamer,  on  les  a  lacrifies  a  I'idole  du  prejuge,  en 
exereant  contre  eux  un  abus  incroyabk  des  lois  &  de  I'autorite 
du  gouvernement,  au  point  de  les  forcer  d'abandonner  leurs 
foyers. 

Qu'enfin,  ne  pouvant  plus  fupporter  leur  exiftence  mal- 
heureufe,  &  etant  refolus  de  I'expofer  a  tous  les  evenemens, 
pour  fe  procurer  I'exercice  des  droits  qu'ils  tiennent  de  la  nature 
&  qui  font  confacres  par  les  lois  civiles  &  politiques,  ils  fe  font 
reunis  fur  la  montagne  de  la  Charlx)nniere,  ou  ils  ont  pris  les 
armes,  le  31  Aout  dernier,  pour  fe  mettre  dans  le  cas  d'une 
jufte  defenfe. 

Que  I'envie  d'operer  la  reunion  des  tous  les  citoyens  indif- 
tinflement  leur  fait  accueillir  favorablement  la  deputation  de 
MM.  les  commifTaires  blancs  de  la  garde  nationale  du  Port-au- 
Prince;  qu'ils  voyent  avec  une  fatisfadlion  difficile  a  exprimer 
le  retour  des  citoyens  blancs  aux  vrais  principes  de  la  railbn,  de 
la  juftice,  de  I'humanite  &  de  la  faine  politique,  qu'ayant  tout 
lieu  de  croire  a  la  fincerite  de  ce  retour  ils  fe  reuniront  de  coeur, 
d'efprit  &  d'intention  aux  citoyens  blancs,  pourvu  que  la  pre- 
cieufe  &  fainte  egalite  foit  la  bafe  &  le  refultat  de  toutes  opera- 
tions, qu'il  n'y  ait  entre-eux  &  les  citoyens  blancs,  d'autre  dif- 
ference que  celle  qu'entrainent  neceflairement  le  merite  &  la 
vertu,  &  que  la  fraternite,  la  fincerite,  I'harmonie  &  la  Con- 
corde, cimentent  a  jamais  les  liens  qui  doivent  les  attacher  re- 
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ciproquement:  en  conlequence,  lis  ont  demand^  I'execution  des     CHAP, 
articles  fuivans,  auxquels  les  fus  dits  commilTaires  blaacs  ont  re- 
pondu,  ainli  qu'il  eft  mentionne  en  la  colonne  parrallele  a  celle 
des  demandes. 


Demandes  des   commiJJ'aires    dc    la  garde   nationale    des   c'ltoyens 

de  coukur. 

Article  Premier.  Les  citoyens  blancs  feront  caufe  com- 
mune avec  les  citoyens  de  couleur,  &  contribueront  de  toutes 
leurs  forces  &  de  tous  leurs  moyens  a  I'execution  litterale  de 
tous  les  points  &  articles  des  decrets  &  inftrudions  de  I'af- 
femblee  nationale,  fan6tionnes  par  le  roi,  &  ce,  fans  reftridion 
&  fans  fe  permettre  aucune  interpretation,  conformement  a  ce 
qui  eft  prefcrit  par  raffemblee  nationale  qui  defend  d'interpreter 
fes  decrets. -Accepte. 

II.  Les  citoyens  blans  promettent  &  s'obligent  de  ne  jamais 
s'oppofer  diredement  ni  indiredement  a  I'execution  du  decret 
du  15  Mai  dernier,  qui  dit-on  n'eft  pas  encore  parvenu  officielle- 
ment  dans  cette  colonic;  de  protefter  meme  contre  toutes  pro- 
teftations  &  reclamations  contraires  aux  dilpofitions  du  fus  dit 
decret,  ainfi  que  contre  toutes  addreffes  a  TafTemblee  nationale, 
au  roi,  aux  quatre-vingt-trois  departemens  &  aux  differentes 
chambres  de  commerce  de  France,  pour  obtenir  la  revocation 
de  ce  decret  bienfaifant. Accepte. 

III.  Ont  demande  les  fiis  dits  citoyens  de  couleur,  la  convo- 
cation prochaine  &  I'ouverture  des  ajTemblees  primaires  &  colo- 
niales,  par  tous  les  citoyens  adifs,  aux  termes  de  I'article  IV. 

des 
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CHAP,     des  inflrufdons  de  raiTemblee  nationals  du  28  Mars  i7QO.> 

VI.  A  ' 

Accepte. 


p.  105. 


IV.  De  deputer  direftement  a  raiTemblee  colonlale,  &  de 
nommer  des  deputes  choiiis  parmi  les  citoyens  de  couleur,  qui 
auront,  comme  ceux  -des  citoyens  bla-ncs,  voix  confultative  S: 
deliberative. Accepte. 

V.  Declarent  les  fus  dits  citoyens  blancs  &  de  couleur  pro- 
tefter  contre  toute  municipalite  provifoire  ou  non,  de  meme  cen- 
tre toutes  aflemblees  provinciales  &  coloniales.;  les  dites  muni- 
cipalites  alTemblees  provinciales  &  coloniales  n'etant  point  for- 
mt'es  fur  le  mode  prefcrit  par  les  decrets  &  inftruclions-ides  8  &r 
28  Mars  1790. Accepte. 

VI.  Demandent  les  citoyens  de  couleur  qu'il  foit  reconnu  par 
les  citoyens  blancs,  que  leur  organilation  prefente,  leurs  opera- 
tions recentes  &  leur  prife  d'armes,  n'ont  eu  pour  but  &  pour 
.motif,  que  leur  furete  individuelle,  I'execution  des  decrets  de 
raflemblee  nationale,  la  reclamation  de  leurs -droits  meconnuj-s 
&  violes  &  le  defir  de  parvenir  par  ce  nnoyen.a  la  tranquillite 
publique,  qu'en  confequence  ils  foient  declares  inculpables  pour 
les  evenemens  qui  ont  refulte  de  cette  prife  d'armes  &  qu'onne 
puifTe  dans  aucun  cas  exercer  contre-eux  colleftivement  ou  in- 

.dividuellement,  aucune  a6tion  dire61e  ou  indirefle  pour  raifoii 
de  ces  memes  evenemens,  qu'il  foit  en-outre  reconnu  que  leur 
prife  d'armes  tiendra  jufqu'au  moment  ou  les  decrets  de  I'afTem- 
blee  nationale  feront  pondhiellement  &  formellement  executes; 
qu'en  confequence,  les  armes,  canons  &  munitions  de  guerre 
enleves  pendant  les  combats  qui  ont  eu  lieu,  refteront  en  la  pof- 
feffion  de  ceux  qui  ont  eu  le  bonheur  d'etre  vainqueurs;  que 
cependant  les  prifonniers   [fi  toute-fois  il  en  eft]  foient  remis 

..en  liberte  de  part  &  d'autre. Accepte. 

VII.  Demandent 


.-iJk.-  SJ  r..  T^;' Vj-.-k  .*- 


AND     ILLUSTRATIONS, 

VII.  Demandent  les  dks  citoyens  de   couleur,  que   confo<- 
mement  a  la  loi  <lu  1 1  Fevrier  dernier  &  pour  ne  JaiiTer  aucua 
doute  fur  la  fuicerite  de  la  reunion  prete  a  s'operer,  toiites  pro- 
scriptions ceiTent  &  foient  revoquees  des  ce  moment,  que  toutes 
les  perfonnes  profcrites,  decretees,   &  contre  lefquelks  li  ferolt 
mtervenu   des  jugemens  ou    condamnations  quelconques  pour 
raifon  des  troubles  furvenus  dans  la  colonie  depuis  le  commence- 
ment deja  revolution,  foient  de  fuite  rapeles  &  mis  fous  la  pro- 
teftion  facree  &  immediate  de  tous  les  citojens,  que  reparation 
folemnelle   &  authentique  foit  faite  a^  leur  honneur,  qu'il  foit 
pourvu  par  des  moyens  convenables,  aux  indemnites  que  necef- 
fitent  leur  exil,  leurs  profcriptions  &  les  decrets  decernes  contre- 
€ux;  que  toutes  confifcations  de  leurs  biens  foient  levees  &  que 
reftitution  leur  foit  faite  de  tous  les  objets  qui  leur  ont  ete  en- 
ieyes,    foit   en   execution   des  jugemens  prononces  contre-eux, 
foit   a  main  armee.      Demandant  que   le   prefent   article   foit 
ftriaem.ent   &   religieufement  obferve  par  tous  les  citoyens  du 
reffort  du  confeil  fup^rieur  de   Saint-Domingue,  &  fur-tout  a 
regard   des  fieurs    PoifTon,    Defmares,    les   freres  Regnauld   & 
autres  compris  au  m.emejugement  que  ceux-ci,  tous  ies  habitans 
de  la  paroifTe  de  la  Craix^les-Bouquets,  de  meme  qu'a  I'egard 
du  fieur  Jean-Baptifte  la  Pointe  habitant  de  TArcahaye,  contre 
■lequel  il  n'eft  intervenu  un  jugement  fevere  que  par  une  faite 
de  peri£cutions  exercees  contre  les  citoyens  de  couleur,   &  qui 
profcrit  par  les  citoyens  de  Saint-Marc  &  de  I'Arcahaye  n'a  pu 
fe  difpenfer  d'employer  une  jufle  defenfe  contre  quelqu'un  qui 
vouloit  raffaffiner   &  qui  I'aiTaffnioit  en  efFet;  fe  refcrvant  les 
citoyens  de  couleur  de  faire  dans  un  autre  moment  &  envers  • 
qui  il  appartiendra,  toutes  proteftations  &  reclamations  relatives 
Vol.  III.  Kk  aux 
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P.  atix  jugemens  prononces  centre  les  fieurs  Oger,  Chavannes  & 
autres  compris  dans  les  dits  jugemens,  regardant  des  a  prefent 

^  les  arrets  prononces  centre  les  fus  dits  fieurs,  par  le  conleil 
fuperieur  du  Cap,  comme  infames,  dignes  d'etre  voues  a  I'exe- 
cration  contemporaine  &  future,  &  comme  la  caufe  fatale   de 

tous  les  malheurs  qui  afRigent  la  province  du  nord.: Accepte, 

en  ce  qui  nous  concerne. 

VIII.  Que  le  fecret  des  lettres  &  correfpondance  foit  facre 
&  inviolable,  conformement  aux  decrets  nationaux. Ac- 
cepte. 

IX.  Liberte  de  la  preffe,  fauf  la  refponfabilitle  dans  les  cas 
determines  par  la  loi. Accepte. 

X.  Demandent  en-outre  les  citoyens  de  couleur,  qu'en  atten- 
dant I'execution  ponauelle  &  litterale  des  decrets  de  I'aflem- 
blee  nationale,  &  jufqu'au  moment  ou  ils  pourront  fe  retirer 
dans  leurs  foyers,  Meffieurs  les  citoyens  blancs  de  la  garde  na- 
tionale du  Port-au-Prince  s'obligent  de  contribuer  a  I'approvi- 
fionnement  de  I'armee  des  citoyens  de  couleur  pendant  tout  le 
terns  que  durera  fon  aaivite  centre  les  ennemis  communs  & 
du  bien  public,  &  de  faciliter  la  libre  circulation  des  vivres  dans 
les  differens  quartiers  de  la  partie  de  I'ouefT:. Accepte. 

XI.  Obfervent  en-outre  les  fus  dits  citoyens  de  couleur,  que 
la  fincerite  dont  les  citoyens  blancs  viennent  de  leur  donner  une 
preuve  authentique,  ne  leur  permet  pas  de  garder  le  filence  fur 
les  craintes  dont  ils  font  agites ;  en  confequence  ils  declarent 
ou'ils  ne  perdront  jamais  de  vue  la  reconnoiffance  de  tous  droits 
&  de  ceux  de  leurs  freres  des  autres  quartiers  ;  qu'ils  verroient 
avec  beaucoup  de  peine  &  de  douleur  la  reunion  prete  a  s'operer 
au  Port-au-Prince  &  autres  lieux  de  la  dependance  foufFrir  des 

difficultes 
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difficultes  dans  les  autres  endroits  de  la  colonic,  auquei  cas  lis   C  H  A  P. 
declarent  que   rien  au  monde  ne  fauroit  les  empecher  de  fe       ^  ^J^_ 
reunir  a  ceux  des  leurs  qui  par  une   fuite   des   anciens  abus  du 
regime  colonial,  eprouveroient  des  obftacles  a  la  reconnoiffance 
de  leurs  droits  &  par  conlequent  a  leur  felicite.— — Accepte. 

Apres  quoi  ralTemblee  revenue  a  la  place  d'armes,  la  ma- 
tiere  mife  en  deliberation,  murement  examinee  &  difcutee, 
raflemblee  confiderant  qu'il  eft  d'une  neceffite  indifpenfable  de 
mettre  en  ufage  tous  les  moyens  qui  peuvent  contribuer  au  bon- 
heur  de  tous  les  citoyens  qui  font  egaux  en  droits. 

Que  la  reunion  des  citoyens  de  toutes  les  claffes  peut  feule 
ramener  le  calme  &  la  tranquillite  ii  neceflaires  a  la  profperite 
de  cette  colonic  qui  fe  trouve  aujourd'hui  menacee  des  plus 
grands  malheurs. 

Que  I'execution  ponduelle  &  litterale  de  tous  les  articles  des 
decrets  &  inftru61ions  de  railcmblec  nationale  fanclionnes  par 
le  Toi,  peut  feule  operer  cette  reunion  defirable  fous  quelque 
point  de  vue  qu'on  I'envifage. 

II  a -ete  arrete,  favoir  :  de  la  part  des  citoyens  blancs,  qu'ils 
acceptent  tous  les  articles  inferes  au  prefent  concordat. 

Et  de  la  part  des  citoyens  de  couleur,  que,  vu  I'acceptatioa 
de  tous  les  articles  fans  reftridion  inferes  au  prefent  concordat, 
ils  fe  reuniront  &  fe  reunifTcnt  en  effet  de  coeur,  d'efprit  & 
d'intcntion  aux  citoyens  blancs,  pour  ramener  le  calme  &  la 
tranquillite,  pour  travailler  de  concert  a  I'execution  ponduelle 
des  decrets  de  raflemblee  nationale  fandionnes  par  le  roi,  & 
pour  employer  toutes  leurs  forces  &  tous  leurs  moyens  contre 
I'ennemi  commun. 

A  ete  arrete  par  MefTieurs  les  citoyens  blancs  &  Meffieurs 

K  k  2  les 
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P.  les  citoyens  de  couleur,  que  ce  jour  cievolt  eteindre  route  efpece 
de  halne  &  de  divifion  entre  les  citoyens  de  la  colonic  en  gene- 
rates citoyens  de  couleur  du  Port-au-Prince  qui,  pa^  une 
faiifTe  puiillanimit^  ne  fe  font  pas  rennis  a  leurs  freres  de 
amies,  feront  compris  dans  I'amnillie  gen^rale ;  aue  jamais 
aucun  reproche  ne  leur  fera  fait  de  leur  conduite ;  aitendant 
qu'ils  participent  egalement  aux  avantages  que  promet  notre 
heureufe  reunion  entre  toutes  les  perfonnes  &  tous  les  citoyens. 
indiftinftenaent. 

De  plus,  que  proteaion  egale  devoit  etre  accordee  au  fexe 
en  general,  les  femmes  &  iilles  de  couleur  en  jouiront  de  meme 
que  les  femmes  &  £lles  blanches,  &  que  memes  precautions. 
&  foins  feront  pris  pour  leur  furete  refpeaive. 

Arrete  que  le  prefent  concordat  fera  figne  par  I'etat  major 
de  la  garde  nationale  du  Port-au-Prince. 

11  a  etc  arrete  que  le  prefent  concordat  fera  rendu  public 
par  la  voie  de  rimpreifion,  que  copies  collationees  d'y  celui: 
feront  envoyees  a  I'affemblee  nationale,  au  roi,  aux  quatre- 
vingt-trois  departemens,  a  toutes  les  chambres  de  commerce 
de  France,  a  Monfieur  le  lieutenant-general  au  gouvernement^, 
&  a  tous  autres  qu'il  appartiendra. 

Arrete  que  mercredi  prochain  quatorze  du  prefent  mois 
MM.  les  citoyens  blancs  du  Port-au-Prince  fe  reuniront  al'armee 
de  MM.  les  citoyens  de  couleur  en  la  paroiffe  de  la  Croix- 
des-Bouquets,  qu'il  fera  chante  dans  I'eglife  de  cette  paroiffe 
a  dix  heures  du  matin  un  "te  Deum  en  aaion  de  grace  de  notre 
heureufe  reunion  ;  que  MM.,  des  bataillons  de  Normandie  & 
d'Artois,  &  des  corps  d'Artillerie,.  de  la  marine  royale  &  mar- 
chande,  feront  invite^  a  g'y  taire  reprefenter  par  des  deputations 
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particulieres,  que  de  raeme  les  citoyens  en  general  de  la  Croix-   CHAP. 
des-Bouquets,   du  INIirebalais  &  autres  endroits    circonvoifins         Y" 
feront  invites  a  s'y  rendre,  afin  d'unir  leurs  xcswx  aux   notres 
pour  le  bonheur  comraun. 

Arrete  en  outre  que  le  prefent  concordat  fera  paffe  en  triple 
minute  dont  la  premiere  fera  depofee  aux  archives  de  la  muni- 
cipalite  future,  la  feconde  entre  les  mains  des  chefs  de  I'armee 
des  citoyens  de  couleur,  &  la  troifieme  dans  les  archives  de  la 
garde  nationale  du  Port-au-Prince. 

Faite  triple  entre  nous  &.  de  bonne  foi,  le  jour,  mois  &  an 
que  defllis.    S/gne^  &-c.- 


B^fcoun  de  M.  Gamot,  prefident  des  cammijjaires  reprefentans  les 
citoyens  blancs  du  Port-au-Prince,  h  MM.  les  commijfaires  re- 
prijentansrarmee  des  citoyens  de  couleur. 

Messieurs, 

Nous  vous  apportons  enfin  des  paroles  de  paix.  Nous  ne 
venons  plus  iraiier  avec  ^jous  ;  nous  ne  venons  plus  vous  accor- 
der  des  demandes,  nous  venons,  animes  de  I'efprit  de  jullice, 
reconnoitre  authentiquement  vos  droits,  vous  engager  k  ne  plus 
voir  dans  les  citoyens  blancs  que  des  amis,  des  fr^res,  auxquels 
la  patrie  en  danger  vous  invite,  vous  follicite  de  vous  reunir 
pour  lui  porter  un  prompt  fecours. 

Nous  acceptons  entierement  &  fans  aucune  referve,  le  con- 
cordat que  vous  nous  propofez.  Des  circonftances  mal-heu- 
reuies  que  vous  connoifTez  fans  doute,  nous  ont  fait  hefiter  un. 
mftant ;  mais  notre  courage  a  franchi  tous  les  obftacles ;  nous 
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CHAP,  avons  impofe  filence  aux  petits  prejuges,    au  petit  ef|3rit  de 
domination. 


p.  105. 


Que  le  jour  ou  le  flambeau  de  la  raifon  nous  eclaire  tous, 
foit  a  jamais  memorable  !  qu'il  foit  un  jour  d'oubli  pour 
toutes  les  erreurs,  de  pardon  pour  toutes  les  injures,  &  ne  dif^ 
putons  delbrmais  que  d'amour  &  de  zele  pour  le  bien  de  la 
chofe  publique. 


CHAP.    V.     p.  81. 

Mauduit  Jiarted  back^  ^c.-^^avhile  not  a  Jingle  hand  %vas  lifted  up 

in  his  defence. 

In  this  lad  particular  I  was  mifinformed,  and  rejoice  that 
I  have  an  opportunity  of  corre6iing  my  miftake.  The  fol- 
lowing detail  of  that  bloody  tranfaftion  has  been  tranfmitted 
to  me  from  St.  Domingo  iince  the  iirft  fheets  were  printed  : 
"  Les  grenadiers  du  regiment  de  Mauduit,  et  d'autres  voix 
parties  de  la  foule,  demandent  que  le  Coionel  fafie  repara- 
tion a  la  garde  nationale.  On  exige  qu'il  faffe  des  excufes 
pour  I'infulte  qu'il  lui  a  faite.  II  prononce'les  excufes  qu'on 
lui  demande ;  fes  grenadiers  ne  font  points  fatisfaits,  ils  veu- 
lent  qu'il  les  faffe  a  genoux.  Une  rumeur  terrible  fe  fait  en- 
tendre :  ce  fut  alors  que  pluiieurs  citoyens,  77ieme  de  ceux  que 
Mauduit  avoit  le  plus  vexi,  fendent  la  foule,  et  cherchent  a  le 
fouftraire  au  mouvement  qui  fe  preparoit.  On  a  vu  dans  ce 
moment  le  brave  Beaifoleil,  apres  avoir  ete  atteint  d'un  coup 
de  feu  a  1' affaire  du  29  au  30  Juillet,  et  defendant  le  comite 

(fee 
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(fee  Page  59.)  recevoir  un  coup  de  sabre  en  protegeant  les 
jours  de  jNIauduit.  On  peut  rendre  juffcice  auffi  a  deux  officiers 
de  JNIauduit :  Galefeau  et  Germain  n'ayant  pas  abandonne  leur 
Colonel  jufqu'au  dernier  moment ;  mais  I'indignation  des  fol- 
dats  etoit  a  fon  comble,  et  il  n'etoit  plus  temps. 

IVIauduit  preffe  par  fes  grenadiers,  de  s'agenouille"  pour 
demander  pardon  a  la  garde  nationale,  et  refufant  conftamment 
de  s'y  foumettre,  recut  un  coup  de  labre  a  la  figure,  qui  le  ter- 
raffa;  un  autre  grenadier  lui  coupa  a  I'inftant  la  tete,  qui  fut 
portee  an  bout  d'lme  bayonette.  Alors  le  refTentiment  des  foldats 
et  des  matelots  livres  a  eux  memes,  n'eut  plus  de  bornes:  ils  fe 
tranlporterent  chez  JNIauduit,  ou  ils  trainairent  fon  corps,  tout 
V  fut  brife,  rompu,  meubles  &:c.  on  decarela  meme  la  maifon, 
&c.  &c. 


CHAP.     X. 


p.   172. 


I' hey  declared  by  proclamation  all  manner  of  Jlavery  abo lifted, 
&c. — This  proceeding  was  ratified  in  February,  followed  by 
the  National  Convention  in  a  Decree,  of  which  follows  a 
Copy. 


Decret  de  la  Convention  Nationale,  du  16  Jour  de  Plu- 
viofe;  an  fecond  de  la  Republique  Francoife,  une  et  in- 
divifible. 

i-/A  Convention  Nationale  declare  que  I'efclavage  des  Negres 
dans  toutes  les  Colonies  eft  aboli;  en  confequence  elle  decrete 
que  tous  les  hommes,  fans  diftindion  de  couleur,  domicilies 
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C  H_A  P.    dans  les  Colonies,  font  cltoyens  Fran9ois,  et  jouiront  de  tous 
p.  172.      les  droits  affures  par  la  conftitution. 

Elle  renvoie  au  comite  de  falut  public,  pour  lui  faire  incef- 
fament  un  rapport  fur  les  mefures  a  prendre  pour  afllirer  I'exe- 
cution  du  prcfent  decret. 

Vife  par  les  inlpe6leurs.     Signe, 

Auger, 

Cordier, 

S.  E:  Monnel. 

Cdllationne  a  I'original,  par  nous  prefident  et  fecretalres  de 
la  Convention  Nationale,  a  Paris  le  22  Germinal,  an  fecond  de 
la  Republique  Francoife  une  et  indivifible.     S'lgne,  Amar  Pri- 
fident.     K.  M.  Baudot,  Monnot.  Ch.  Pettier,  et  PeyiTard,  Se- 
cretaires. 

As  moft  of  the  French  iflands  fell  into  poffeffion  of  the  Eno-- 
]ifli  :fbon  after  this  extraordinary  decree  was  promulo-ated,  the 
only  place  where  it  was  attempted  to  be  enforced  was  in  the 
fouthern  province  of  St.  Domingo,  and  the  mode  of  enfoi-cin'^ 
it,  as  I  have  heard,  was  as  fuigular  as  the  decree  itfelf  The 
-negroes  of  the  feveral  plantations  were  called  together^  and  in- 
formed that  they  were  all  a  free  people,  and  at  liberty  -to  q^^fe^;^^ 
fervice  of  their  mafters  whenever  they  thought  proper.  They 
were  told  however,  at  the  fame  time,  that  as  the  Republick 
wanted  foldiers,  and  the  ftate  allowed  no  man  to  be  idle,  fuch 
of  them  as  left  their  mafters  would  be  compelled  to  enlift  in  one 
or  other  of  the  black  regiments  then  forming.  At  firft  many 
of  the  negroes  accepted  the  alternative,  and  enlifted  accordingly; 
but  the  reports  they  foon  gave  of  the  rieid  difcipline  and  hard 
9  -  ■  fare 
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fare  to  which  they  were  fubjeci,  operated  in  a  furprifing  man-    CHAP, 
ner  on  the  reft,  in  keeping  them  more  than  ufually  quiet  and  j*    . 

induftrious,  and  they  requefted  that  no  change  might  be  made 
in  their  condition. 


CHAP.     X. 


n- 


Of  the  revolted  negroes    in    the    Korthern  provmce,   many    had 
perljliedofdifeafeandfamhie,   &c. 

r  ROM  the  vafl  number  of  negroes  that  had  fallen  in  battle, 
and  the  ftill  greater  number  that  periflied  from  the  caufes  abo^'e 
mentioned,  it  was  computed  in  the  year  1793  that  this  clafs  of 
people  at  that  period  had  fuftained  a  diminution  of  more  than 
one  hundred  thoufand.  (Rejlexions  fur  la  Colo?iie,  &c.  tom.  2. 
p.  217.)  Since  that  time  the  mortality  has  been  flill  more 
rapid,  and,  including  the  lofs  of  whites,  by  iicknefs  and  emi- 
gi'ation,  I  do  not  believe  that  St.  Domingo  at  this  juncture 
(June  1796)  contains  more  than  tw^o  fifths  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  (white  and  black)  which  it  pofleffed  in  the 
beginning  of  1791. — According  to  this  calculation  up\^-ards  of 
300,000  human  beings  have  miferably  perifhed  in  this  devoted 
country  withm  the  lail  fix  years ! 


CHAP.     XI.     p.  200. 

The  fame  fate  azvajted  Lieutenant  Colonel  Marhham,  &c. 

1   CANNOT  deny  mvfelf  the  melancholy  fatisfaclion  of  pre- 

fervino-  in  this  work  the  followino;  honourable   tribute  to  the 

\^oL.  III.  L  1  memory 
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CHAP,    memory  cf  *:his  amiable  officer,  which  was  given  out  in  general 
200        9|ders  after  his  death  by  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

Head  Quarters f  28  March  IJ<)S' 

Brigadier  General  Horneck  begs  the  officers,  non-commif- 
fioned  officers,  and  privates  of  the  detachment,  which  on  the 
26th  inft.  proceeded  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Markham  on  a  party  of  obfervation,  to  receive  his  very  iincere 
thanks  for  their  gallant  behaviour  at  the  attack  of  the  enemy's 
advanced  poll,  taking  their  colours  and  cannon,  and  deftroying 
their  ftores. 

At  the  fame  time  he  cannot  fufficiently  exprefs  his  feelings 
on  the  late  afflifting  lofs  that  has  been  fuflained  in  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Markham,  who,  equally  excellent  and  meritorious  as 
an  officer  and  a  man,  lived  univerfally  refpe6ted  and  beloved, 
and  died  leaving  a  bright  example  of  mihtary,  focial,  and  pri- 
vate virtue. 

The  Brigadier  General  likewife  requefts  Captains  Martin  and 
Y/ilkinfon,  of  the  Royal  Navy,  to  receive  his  acknowledgments 
-and  thanks  for  the  important  affiftance  they  have  afforded;  not 
only  on  this  occafion  alone,  but  on  every  other,  wherein  his 
Majefty's  fervice  has  required  their  co-operation.  Healfobegs 
Captain  Martin  to  do  him  the  favour  to  impart  the  like  ac- 
knowledgments to  the  officers  of  the  Royal  Navy,  and  to  the 
refpedive  fnips  companies  under  his  command,  for  the  zeal 
and  good  conduft  they  have  fhewn  whenever  employed. 
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CHAP.      XUL 

ON  Sunday  October 30,  1791,  Sir  William  Young  embarked 
in  the  (hip  Delaford  at  Spithead,  which  failed  the  fame 
evening,  and,  after  a  pleafant  voyage  of  thirty-eight  days,  came 
in  fight  of  the  Ifland  of  Barbadoes.  Here  then  the  Tour  may 
be  faid  to  commence  ;  and  the  following  extrafts  are,  by  fa- 
vour of  Sir  William  Young,  tranfcribed  literally  from  a  rough 
journal,  in  which  he  entered  fuch  obfervations  as  occurred  to 
him  from  the  impreffions  of  the  moment.  Thev  may  be  confi- 
dered  therefore  as  a  picture  drawn  from  the  life ;  and  the 
reader  muft  be  a  bad  judge  of  human  nature,  and  have  a  very 
indifferent  tafte,  who  does  not  perceive  that  it  is  faithfully 
drawn,  and  by  the  hand  of  a  imfier. — For  the  few  notes  at  foot 
I  am  accountable^ 


TuE-SDAY,  December  6. — Early  in  the  morning  Barbadoes 
appeared  in  fight,  bearing  on  the  ftarboard  bow  V/.  N.  W.  At 
two  o'clock  P.  M.  the  paiTengers  landed  in  the  fix-oared  pin- 
nage-     We  went  to  a  noted  tavern,   formerly  Rachel's,  now 

kept 


Barbadoen. 
1 79 1. 
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CHAP,  kept  by  Nancy  Clark,  a  mulatto  woman,  where  I  firfl  tafled 
avocado-pear,  a  mawkifh  fruit  *.     Walking  about  the  ftreets 
of  Bridge-Town,  my  impreffions  gave  me  far  from  a  difagree- 
able  fenfation  as  to  the  negroes.     The  town  is  extenfive,   and 
feems  crowded  with  people,  moftly  negroes ;  but  the  negroes, 
with  few  exceptions,  feemed  drefTed  in  a  ftile  much  above  even 
our   common  artizans,   the 'women  efpecially,   and  there  was 
fuch  a  fwagger  of  importance  in  the  gait  of  thofe   (and  many 
there  were)  who  had  gold  ear-rings  and  necklaces,  that   I  told 
my  friend  Mr.  O.    on  his  preffing  me  for  my  opinion  of  what 
ftruck  me  on  iirfl:  landing  in  the  Weft  Indies,   That  the  negro 
•women  feemed  to  me  the  proudeji   mortals   I  had  ever  feen.     A 
Guinea  fliip  was  then  in  the  harbour,  and  had  lain  there  fome 
time  ;  but  none  of  the  difgufting  fights  of  ulcerated  and  deferted 
feamen  appeared  in  the  ftreets.     Nor  did  I  fee  any  thino-  rela- 
tive to  the  conduft  of  the  (laves  that   implied  the  fituation  of 
abjed  acquiefcence,  and  dread  of  cruel  fuperiority,  attributed  to 
them   in   Great  Britain.     Many  prefled  their  fervices  on  our 
iirft  landing  ;   and  fome  firft  begged,  and  then  joked   with  us, 
in  the  ftile  of  a  Davus  of  Terence,  with  great   freedom   of 
fpeech,    and  fome  humour.     I  had  a   higher  opinion  of  their 
minds,  and  a  better  opinion  of  their  mafters  and  government, 
than  before  I  fet  my  foot  on  fhore. — Such  are  my  firfl  impref- 
fions, wi"itten  this  evening  on  returning  aboard  :  furthermore, 
the  fquares  or  broader  ftreets  are  crowded  with  negroes  ;   their 

wrangles 

*  There  is  no  difputing  about  taftes.  In  Jamaica  this  fruit  is  very  highly 
efteemed  by  all  clalTes  of  people.  It  is  ufually  eaten  with  pepper  and  fait,  and  has 
fomething  of  the  flavour  of  the  Jerufalem  artichoke,  but  is  richer  and  more  delicate: 
It  is  fometimes  called  vegetable  7narrow,  and  it  is  remarkable  that  animals  both  gra- 
nivorous  and  carnivorous,  eat  it  with  relifli. 
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wrangles  and  converfation  forcibly  ftruck  me,   as  analogous  to   C 
what  might  have  been  looked  for  from  the  flaves  in  the  Forum 
of  Rome.     Said  a  negro  boy  about   twelve  years  of  age   to  a 
young  mulatto;  Ton  damn  my  foul  ^  I  ivljli  you  were  older  and 
bigger^  I  ivould  make  you  change  fome  blows  with  rue, — Upon  my 
JioriQur  I  faid  an  old  negro. — I'll  bet  you  a  joe,  (Johannes)   an- 
fwered  another,  who  had  nothing  but  canvafs  trov.fers   on.     I 
gave  him  no  credit  for  pofTeffing  a  fix-and- thirty  fhilling  piece, 
but  I  gave  him  full  credit  for  a  language  which  characterizes  a 
prelumption  of  felf-importance.     Perhaps,  however,  liberty  of 
fpeech  is  more  freely  allowed,  where  licence  can  moft  promptly 
be  fupprelTed.     The  liberti  of  the  Roman  Emperors,  as  we  find 
in  Tacitus,  and  the  domeftick  flaves  of  the  Roman  people,  as 
we  deduce  from   fcenes    of  Plautus  and   Terence,   fometimes 
talked  a  language,  and  took  liberties,  with  their  lords  and  rnal- 
ters,  which  in  free  fervants  and  citizens  would  not  have  been 
allowed.     Liberty  of  the  prefs  is  a  proof  of  political  freedom, 
but  liberty  of  tongue  is  rather   a   proof  of  individual  flavery. 
The  feaft  of  the  Saturnalia  allowed  to  flaves  freedom  of  fpeech 
for  the  day,  without  controul.     In  my  eftimate  of  human  na- 
ture, I  ihould  fay  that  fuch  freedom  could  not  be  ufed  but  mo- 
derately indeed;  for  the  flave  knew,  that  if  he  abufed  Ms  power 
on  the  Thurfday,  the  mafter  might  abufe  his  power  on   the 
Friday.     His  beft  fecurity  was  on  thofe  days,  when  every  word 
might  be  forbidden,   and  therefore  every  word  might  be  for- 
gotten or  forgiven.      In  qualification  of  all  inference  from  my 
firft  view  of  negroes  I  fhould  obfer\-e,  that  they  were  town  ne- 
groes, many  of  them  probably y/Y^"  negroes,  and  m^anv,  or  moft 
of  them,   if  not  all,   domejllck  or  houfe  negroes.      One  fmall 

country 
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CHAP,    country  cart,  drawn  by  twelve  oxen,  and  with  three  carters, 

XllI 

K^,^^^^i„^   gave  me  no  favourable  idea  of  the  owner's  feeding,  of  either 

Barbadoes.  beafts  or  men.  But  accounts  of  diflrefs,  and  objefts  of  diflrefs 
in  the  ftreets,  are  exaggerations.  I  faw  as  little  of  either,  as 
in  any  market  town  in  England. 

At  fix  in  the  evening  we  returned  on  board;  Captain  and 
Mrs.  W,  of  the  6oth  regiment,  and  their  little  girl,  joining  us 
on  the  pafTage  to  St.  Vincent's,  for  which  ifland  we  immediately 
bore  away. 

Barbadoes  is  an  ifland  rifing;  with  o;entle  afcent  to  the  in- 
terior  parts,  called  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  As  we  failed 
along  the  coaft  from  Eafi  to  Weft,  it  appeared  wonderfully  in- 
habited ;  dotted  with  houfes  as  thick  as  on  the  declivities  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  London  or  Briftol,  but  with  no  woods,  and 
with  very  few  trees,  even  on  the  fummits  of  the  hills ; — two  or 
three  ftraggling  cocoas  near  each  dwelling-houfe  were  all  the 
trees  to  be  feen. 


St.  Vincent.  WEDNESDAY,  December  7,  at  day-break,  St.  Vincent's  in 
^^^^'  fight.  At  3  P.  M.  the  (hip  came  to  an  anchor  in  Nanton's 
Harbour,  off  Calliaqua.  Mr.  H,  came  immediately  on  board, 
and  in  half  an  hour  we  went  on  fiiore  in  the  pinnace  j  horfes 
were  ready  to  carry  us  up  to  the  villa,  or  manfion-houfe  of  my 
eftate,  difiant  about  half  a  mile :  A  number  of  my  negroes 
met  me  on  the  road,  and  flopped  my  horfe,  and  1  had  to  fiiake 
hands  with  every  individual  of  them.  Their  joy  was  exprefiTed 
^  in 
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in  the  moft  lively  manner,  and  there  was  an  eafe  and  familia-    C 
rity   in    their  addrefs,  which  implied  no  habits   of  apprehdii- 
fion  or  rellraint ;  the  circumftance  does  the  higheft  honour  to    St. 
my  brother-in-law,  Mr,  H.  who  has  the  management  of  them. 
On  arriving  at  my  houfe,  I  had  a  faccefiion  of  vifitors.      The 
old  negro  nurfe   brought  the  grafs  gang,  of  tu'enty  or  thirty 
children,  from  five  to  ten  years  old,  looking  as  \^'ell  and  lively 
as  poflible.     The  old  people  came  one   by   one   to  have  feme 
chat  with  Majfa  (Mafter,)  and  among  the  reft  "  Granny 
rah,"  who  is  a  curiofity.     She  was  born  in  Africa,  and  had  a 
child  before  ihe  was  earned  from  thence  to  Antio-ua.      Whilil 
in  Antigua  flie  remembers  perfectly  well  the  rejoicino-  on  the 
Bacras  (white  men's)  being  let  out  of  gaol,  who  had  killed 
Governor  Park.    Now  this  happened  on  the  death  of  Queen  Anne, 
m  1713-4;  which  gives,  to  Chriftmas  1791-2, 
Add  two  years  in  Antigua,  for  pafTage,  &c. 
Suppofe  her  to  have  had  a  child  at  fourteen,? 
and  to  have  been  fold  the  vear  after       -\ 
The  leaft  probable  age  of  Granny  Sarah  is 
and  fhe  is  the  heartieft  old  woman  I  ever  faw.     She  danced  at 
a  Negro-ball  laft  Chriftmas  ;  and  I  am  to  be  her  partner,   and 
dance  with  her,  next  Chriftmas. — She   has  a  garden,  or  provi- 
fion-ground,    to  herfelf,  in  which,  with  a  great-g-rand   child, 
about  fix  years  old,   fhe  works  fome   hours  every  dav,   and  is 
thereby  rich.     She  hath  been  exempted  from   all   labour,  ex- 
cept on  her  own  account,  for  many  years. 


Years     78 


Vol.  Ill, 


*  Grandmother. 
I\'I  m 
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CHAP. 
XIII. 


The  villa  at  Calliaqua  is  an  excellent  houfe  for  the  climate: 
it  hath  ten  large  bed-chambers^  and  it  accommodated  all  our 
St.  Vincent,   party  from  the  fhip,  with  great  eafe. 

Thursday,  December  8.  This  morning  I  rode  over  the 
cftate,  which  feems  in  the  moft  flourifliing  condition  :  the  ne- 
o-roes  feem  under  a  moft  milddifcipline^  and  are  a  very  cheerful 
people.  This  day  again  I  had  repeated  vifits  from  my  black 
friends  :  Granny  Sarah  was  with  me  at  leaft  half  a  dozen  times, 
telling  me,  "  Me  fee  you,  MaJ)a  ;  7io%v  me  go  die  •-  .'"  (I  behold 
you,  my  Mafter ;  novy  let  me  die  !) 

Friday,  December  9.  We  mounted  our  horfes  at  one 
o'clock  to  ride  to  Kingfton,  where  a  negro  boy  had  carried 
our  cloaths  to  drefs  :  the  diftance  is  about  three  miles  of  very 
hilly  road.  I  particularly  noticed  every  negro  whom  I  met  or 
overtook  on  the  road :  of  thefe  I  counted  eleven,  who  were 
dreiTed  as  field  negroes,  with  only  trowfers  on ;  and  adverting; 
to  the  evidence  on  the  Slave  Trade,  I  particularly  remarked 
that  not  one  of  the  eleven  had  a  fingle  mark  or  fear  of  the 
whip.     We  met  or  overtook  a  great  many  other  negroes,  but 

they 

*  This  is  a  ftroke  of  nature.  The  fight  of  her  mafter  was  a  bleffing  to  old 
Sarah,  beyond  all  expe£tation. ;  and  not  having  any  thing  further  to  hope  for  in  life,, 
flie  defires  to  be  releafed  from  the  burthen  of  exiftence,  A  fmiilar  circumftance 
occurred  tomyfelf  in  Jamaica;  but  human  nature  is  the  fame  in  all  countries  and 
ages. — <'  And  Jofeph  made  ready  his  chariot,  and  went  up  to  meet  Ifrael  his  father, 
"  to  Gofhen;  and  prefented  himfelf  unto  him  :  and  he  fell  on  his  neck,  and  wept 
"  on  his  neck  a  good  while. — And  Ifrael  faid  unto  Joleph,  I<!ow  let  me  die,  fmce  I 
"  havtfeen  tkyface,'  &c.  Genefis,  chap.  xlvi.  v.  29,  30. 
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Paffing    through  Mr.  Greatheed*s   large    ^  ^  ^  P 


they   were   drefled 

efrate,  I  obferved  in  the  gang;  one  well-looking  negro  woman, 

who  had  two  or  three  wheals  on  her  fhoulders,  which  Teemed     ^'    '"'^"^'^ 

the  efFe6l  of  an  old  punifhment  *.  ■ 

A  FREE  mulatto  woman,  named  Burton,  came  this  day  to 
complain  before  Mr.  H.  of  her  negro  flave,  a  lad  of  about 
ieventeen.  The  boy  was  confronted,  and  feemed  in  truth  a 
bad  fubjeft,  having  abfented  himfelf  the  three  laft  days.  The 
only  threat  the  woman  ufed  to  her  flave,  was  that  fhe  would 
fell  him.  Mr.  H.  advifed  her  to  do  it ;  and  it  ended  in  order- 
ing the  boy  to  look  out  himfelf foi-  a  77iafer,  who  would  pur  chafe 
Mm, 

Kingston  is  a  fmall  and  fcattered,  but  very  neat  and  well- 
built  town.  We  drelTed  ourfelves  there,  and  proceeded  at  three 
to  the  government  houfe,  about  a  mile  up  the  country.  It  is  a 
•good  houfe,  hired  from  the  Alexander  eftate.  The  governor 
gave  me  a  moft  polite  reception.  Riding  home,  I  had  the 
company  and  converfation  of  JMn  L.  l|3eaker  of  the  aflembly, 
who  told  me  that  a  new  (lave  act  was  prepared,  and  under 
conlideration  of  the  legiflature,  which  he  himfelf  had  drawn 
i]p  ;  and,  above  all,  had  ftudied  to  frame  luch  claufes  and  pro- 

*  In  the  Weft  Indies  the  punifliment  of  whipping  is  commonly  inflii^ed,  not  on 
the  hacks  of  the  negroes,  (as  praftifed  in  the  difcipline  of  the  Britifh  foldiers)  but 
more  humanely,  and  with  much  lefs  danger,  on  partes  pofleriores.  It  is  therefore  no 
proof  that  the  negroes  whom  Sir  William  Young  infpefted  had  efcaped  flagellation, 
becaufe  their  flioulders  bore  no  impreffion  of  the  whip.  This  acknowledgment  I 
owe  to  truth  and  candour. 

M  m  2  vifions 
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^   Xifl  ^'    ^^^^°"^  ^^  might  enfure  the  execution  and  full  eftea  of  the  law 

< ^ ;    ill  favour  of  the  negxo&s.^Nons  verrons. — We   had   likewife 

St.  Vincent,  f^^^g  j.^|j^  ^^  ^.j^^  fubjed  of  building  a  church  at  Kingfton:  he 
faid,  if  moved  in  the  alTembly  he  had  not  a  doubt  of  unani- 
mity. I  promifed,  in  addition  to  mv  quota  of  tax  for  fach  pur- 
pofe,  to  fubfcribe  ^.200  towards  ornamental  architedure  or 
additional  expence,  which  the  confervators  of  the  publick  purfe 
might  not  think  themfelves  warranted  to  admit  in  their  plan 
and  eftimate;  he  promifed  to  fet  the  bufinefs  on  foot. 

Saturday,  December  10.— This  day  (as  ufual)  a  half-holi- 
day from  twelve  o'clock,  for  the  negroes. 

Friday,  December  16.— Three  Guinea  fliips  beins  in  the 
harbour,  full  of  (laves  from  Africa,  I  teftified  a  wilh  to  vint  the 
ihips  previous  to  the  fale.  I  would  have  vifited  them  privately 
and  unexpededly,  but  it  was  not  practicable.  Every  thino-  was 
prepared  for  our  vifit,  as  the  lealT:  obferving  eye  might  have 
difcovered:  In  particular  1  was  difgufted  with  a  general  jump- 
ing or  dancing  of  the  negroes  on  the  deck,  which  fome,  and 
perhaps  many  of  them,  did  voluntarily,  but  fome  under  force 
or  controul;  for  I  faw  a  failor,  more  than  once,  catch  thofe 
rudely  by  the  arm  who  had  ceafed  dancing,  and  by  gefture  me- 
nace them  to  repeat  their  motion,  to  clap  their  hands,  and  fliout 
their  fong  of  Tahl  Tahl  which  I  underftood  to  mean 
*'  Friends." — Independent  of  this,  and  when  I  infifted  on  the 
dance  being  ftopped,  I  muft  fay  that  the  people,  with  excep- 
tion to  one  fingle  woman  (perhaps  ill)  feemed  under  no  appre- 
henfions,  and  were  even  cheerful  for  the  mofi:  part,  and  all 
9  anxious 
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anxious  to  go  afhore,  being  fully  apprifecl  of  what  would  be  their    CHAP, 
lituation  and    employment,    when  landed,    by    fome   of  their 
countrymen,  who  were  permitted  to  vifit  them  from  the  DlaaLa-    ^t.  Vincent 
tions  for  that  purpofe. 

Never  were  there  fhips  or  carg;oes  better  fuited  for  the  ground 
of  general  obfervation;  for  the  fliips  came  from  d-Jliant  diftricls, 
and  with  people  of  different  nations  on  board:  The  Pilgrim  of 
Briftol,  with  370  Eboes  from  Bonny.  The  Eolus  of  Liverpool, 
with  300  Wind  .-'ard  negroes  from  Balfa.  The  Anne  of  Liver- 
pool, with  210  Gold  Coafl:  negroes  from  Whydah. 

The  Pilgrim  (Taylor,  commander)  was  in  the  beft  pofiible 
order;  fhe  was  iix  feet  in  height  between  decks,  without  flielves 
or  double  tier  in  the  men's  apartments,  and  as  clean  as 


cabinet.  We  vifited  every  part  of  the  fhip-;  in  the  hofpital  there 
was  not  one  fick,  and  the  flavesniulfe'-ed  on  the  deck,  were  to 
all  appearance,  and  uniformly,  not  only  with  clean  Ikins,  but 
with  their  eyes  bright,  a«d  every  mark  of  health.  This  Cap- 
tain Taylor  mull:  be  among  the  befl;  fort  of  men  in  fuch  an  em- 
ployment; having  in  three  voyages,  and  with  full  cargoes,  loft 
on  the  whole  but  eight  flaves,  and  not  one  feaman.  In  general, 
I  fhould  give  a  favourable  account  too  of  the  Eolus,  but  the 
Pilgrim  had  not  a  fcent  that  would  offend,  and  was  indeed 
fweerer  than  I  fhould  have  fuppofed  poflible,  in  a  crowd  of  any 
people  of  the  fame  number,  in  any  climate.  One  circurnftance 
in  all  the  4:hree  was  particularly  ftriking,  in  relation  to  the  evi- 
dence on  the  Slave  Trade:  A  full  half  of  either  cargo  con- 
fifted  of  children  (and  generally  as  fine  children  as  I  ever  faw) 

from 
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CHAP. 


from  fix  to  fourteen  years  of  age;  and,  on  enquiry,  I  found  but 
very  few  indeed  of  thefe  were  conne6led  with  the  grown  people 
St.  Vincent,  on  board.  I  could  not  but  fuppofe,  then,  that  thefe  little  folks 
were  ftolen  from  their  parents,  and  perhaps  (in  Ibme  inflances) 
fold  by  their  parents  *.  I  again  remark,  that  thefe  flaves  were 
from  Bonny  and  from  Bafla. 


The  Anne  was  from  the  Gold  Coafl,  a  fmall  veffel,  fcarcely 
clean,  difagreeably  ofFenfive  in  fmell,  with  only  three  feet  fix 
inches  between  the  main  decks,  yet  apparently  with  no  iick  on 
board.  Thefe  Gold  Coaft  negroes  were  in  themfelves  a  worfe 
looking  people,  but  they  bore  too  a  fickly  complexion,  and  hea- 
vinefs  of  mien  and  mind  which  the  others  did  not;  and  it  was 
remarkable  in  the  contraft  of  the  cargoes,  that  among  the  lafl 
there  was  not  even  a  common  proportion  of  children  or  young 
people:  I  fliould  fuppofe  not  above  20  in  the  210, 

Mr.  B.  of  the  Cuftom  Houfe,  told  me  that  at  St.  Vincent's 
more  certificates  for  bounties  were  2;iven  than  at  all  the  other 
iflands,  and  that  the  reafon  was,  becaufe  it  was  fituated  next  to 

Barbadoes^ 

*  Notliing  is  more  common  in  all  parts  of  Africa,  than  the  circumftance  of  pa- 
rents of  free  condition  felling  their  children  in  times  of  fcarcity,  which  frequently 
happen,  for  a  fupply  of  food.  Mr.  Park  has  recorded  many  inflances  of  it  among 
the  Mandingoes,  (vide  his  Travels,  p.  248,  and  again,  p.  295.)  "  Perhaps  by  a 
philofophick  and  reflefting  mind  (obferves  Mr.  Park)  death  itfelf  would  fcarcely  be 
confidered  as  a  greater  calamity  than  flavery:  but  the  poor  negro,  when  faintino- 
with  hunger,  exclaims,  like  Efau  of  old,  Behold  I  a?n  at  the  point  to  die,  and  what 
profit  Jhall  this  birthright  do  to  me?  Thefe  are  dreadful  evils;  ordained,  without 
doubt,  for  wife  and  good  purpofes,  but,  concerning  the  caufes  of  them,  human 
wifdom  is  doomed  to  filencc." 
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Barbadoes,  the  moft  windward  of  the  iflands,  and  the  Gumea   CHAP. 

xin 

fhips  arriving  thus  far  in  health,  the  mafters,  to  avail  them- 

felves  of  the  parliamentary  bounty,  took  up  their  certificates    ^t.  Vincent, 

before  proceeding   on  to  Jamaica  or  elfewhere,  inafmuch  as 

every  day,  at  the  clofe  of  a  long  voyage,  might  be  marked  by 

difeafe  or  death,  and  thus  eventually  preclude  them  from  the 

benefit  of  the  law.     This  fhould  be  re6lificd. 

JklR.  B.  allowed,  in  converfation  with  me,  that  the  regula- 
tions of  tonnage  proportioned  to  numbers,  on  which  fuch  out- 
cry had  been  raifed,  had  ultimately  proved  advantageous  to  the 
trader,  as  well  as  to  the  poor  flave.  The  prefervation  of  the 
ilaves  had  well  and  fully  repaid  for  the  diminution  in  freight. 

Saturday,  December  17.  At  ten  this  morning  all  my 
negroes  were  muftered  at  the  works,  and  had  ten  barrels  of 
herrings  diftributed  among;  them :  afterwards,  fuch  of  the  wo- 
men  as  had  reared  children,  came  to  the  villa,  and  each  re- 
ceived, as  a  prefent,  five  yards  of  fine  cotton,  at  2s.  6d.  per 
yard,  of  the  gayeft  pattern,  to  make  a  petticoat. 

Sunday,  18.  Mr.  H.  read  prayers  to  a  congregation  of  my 
negroes. 

Tuesday.  20.  Went  to  Kingfton  to  attend  the  fale  of  the 
Eboe,  Windward,  and  Gold  Coaft  ilaves,  in  all  880.  The 
{laves  were  feated  on  the  floor  in  two  large  galleries,  divided 
into  lots  of  ten  each.  Thofe  purchafers  who,  by  previous  ap- 
plication, had  gained  a  title  of  pre-emption,  (for  there  was  a 

demand 
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C  FI  A  p.    demand  for  three  times  the  number  imported)  drew  for  the  lots 

XIII  ,,  .  . 

v^,,„„_^,-^    in  fuccefiion,  until  each  had  his  number  agreed  for.     In  lotting 

St.  Vincent,   ji-^g  flaves,  fome  broken  numbers  occurred,  and  a  little  lot  of 

.  four  (two  girls  and  two  boys)  of  about  twelve  years  old,  were 

purchafed  for  me.     The  flaves  did  not  ieem  under  any  appre- 

henfion,  nor  did  they  exprefs  any  uneafinefs,  with  exception  to 

the  Gold  Coaft  negroes,  who  gave  many  a  look  of  fullen  dif- 

pleafure.      Returning  home  in  the  evening,  I  found  my  four 

little  folks  in  old  Mrs.  H 's  room,  where  they  eat  a  hearty 

fijpper,  had  fome  of  their  country  folks  got  round  them,  and 

went  to  fleep  as  much   at  their  eafe  as  if  born  in  the  country. 

Thefe  children  were  unconnected  with  any  on  board  the  fhip. 

The  girls  were  remarkably  ftrait,  and  with  finer  features  than 

negroes  ordinarily  have.     They  had  each  a  bead  necklace,  and 

fmall  cotton  petticoat  of  their  country  make,  and  mufl:  I  think 

have  been  kidnapped  or  ftolen  from  their  parents.     I  cannot 

think  that  any  parents  would  have  fold  fuch  children. 

Friday,  23.  This  morning  I  palTed  an  hour  or  more,  ob- 
ferving  the  procefs  of  fugar  making  in  the  boiling  houfe.  Of 
the  bed;  cane  juice,  a  gallon  of  liquor  gives  one  lb.  of  fugar;  of 
the  middling-rich,  20  gallons  give  16  lbs.;  of  the  watery  canes, 
24  gallons  give  16  lbs. 

This  afternoon  Anselm,  chief  of  the  Charaibes  in  the 
quarter  of  Morne-Young,  and  Brunau,  chief  of  Grand  Sable, 
at  the  head  of  about  twenty,  came  into  the  parlour  after  din- 
ner, and  laid  a  i^on  ^'amitie  at  my  feet  of  Charaibe  balkets,  and 
of  fowls  and  pine  apples.     We  treated  them  with  wine,  and 

afterwards 
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afterwards  about  a  dozen  of  their  ladies  \^'ere  introduced,  who    CHAP. 
preferred  rum.     I  had  much  courteous  converfation  with  An-        ■^^^^" 
felm,  accepted  a  bafjcet,  and  a  couple  of  pines,  and  bouoht    St.  Vincent, 
fome  baikets  of  the  other  Charaibes.     They  were  ail  invited  to 
fleep  on  the  eftate,  and  a  keg  of  rum  was  ordered  in  return  for 
Anfelm's  prefent,  and  for  Brunau's,  &c. 

La  Lime,  one  of  the  chiefs  who  had  figned  the  treaty  in 
1773,  and  a  dozen  others,  had  before  vifited  me  at  different 
times,  but  this  was  a  formal  addrefs  of  ceremony,  and  all  in 
their  beft  attire,  that  is,  the  men,  and  perhaps  the  women  too» 
for  though  they  had  no  cloaths,  faving  a  petticoat  refembiino- 
two  children's  pocket  handkerchiefs  fewed  at  the  corners,  and 
hanging  one  before  and  one  behind,  yet  they  had  their  faces 
painted  red,  pins  through  their  under  lips,  and  bracelets;  and 
about  their  ancles  firings  of  leather  and  beads, 

December  25.  About  ten  in  the  forenoon  the  negroes  of 
my  eflate,  both  men  and  women,  exceedingly  well  dreffed, 
came  to  wiih  us  a  merry  Chriflmas:  foon  after  came  two  ne- 
gro fidlers  and  a  tamborine,  when  we  had  an  hour's  dancing, 
and  carpenter  Jack,  with  Philhs,  danced  an  excellent  minuet, 
and  then  four  of  them  began  a  dance  not  unlike  a  Scotch  reel. 
After  diftributing  among  them  different  Chriftmas  boxes,  to 
the  number  of  about  fifty,  we  attended  prayers  in  a  large  room; 

myfelf  read  feleft  parts  of  the  fervice,  and  Mr.  H clofed 

our  church  attendance  uith  a  chapter  from  our  Saviour's  fer- 
mon  on  the  mount,  and  a  dialogue  ef  practical  chriftianity  on 
the  heads  of  refignation  towards  God,  and  peace  towards  men. 

Vol.  III.  N  n  This 
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This  day,  and  almofl:  every  day,  I  had  many  Charaibe  viiitors- 
tendering  prefents.  1  laid  down  a  rule  to  receive  no  prefents 
but  from  the  chiefs,,  for  the  perfon  prefenting  expeds  double- 
the  value  in  return,  and  the  Charaibes  are  too  numerous  for  a 
general  dealing  on  fuch  terms  either  with  views  to  privacy  or 
ceconomy.  I  fhould  not  omit  that  yefterday  morning  the  chiefs, 
Anfelm  and  Brunau,  who  had  vifited  me  the  evening  before, 
came  to  fee  me,  and  ])oliteiy  having  obferved  that  they  would 
not  intermingle,  in.  their  firft  vifit  of  congratulation,'  on  my 
coming  to  St.  Vincent's,  any  matter  of  another  nature,  pro- 
ceeded to  demand  cjiielles  nouvelles  de  la  France,  and  then  qiielles.- 
nouvelles  de  /'  Angleterre;  and  thus  proceeded  gradually  to  open 
the  tendency  of  the  queftion,  as  relating  to  the  defigns  of  o-o- 
vernment  touching  themfelves.  It  feems  that  fome  perfons  oF 
this  colony,  travelling  into  their  country,  and  loaking  over  the 
delightful  plains  of  Grand  Sable  from  Morne  Young,  had  ex-^ 
claimed,  "  what  a  pity  this  country  yet  belongs  to  the  favage  Cha- 
raibes!" and  this  kind  of  language  re])eated  among  them,  had, 
awakened  jealoufies  and  apprehenfions,  and  fom.e  French  dif- 
contented  fugitives  from  Martinico  and  elfewhere  had  (as  had, 
been  heard  from  the  Charaibes  at  Kingflon)  given  a  rumour 
that  I  was  come  out  with  fome  projeft  for  difpoifeffing  them  by 
the  Englifli  government.  To  remove  thefe  jealoufies,  I  told' 
them,  '  That  private  a  man  as  I  was,  and  come  merely  to  look, 
at  my  eilate,  and  fettle  my  private  affairs,  I  would  venture,  on 
perfonal  knowledge  of  the  minifter,  and  charader  of  our  com- 
mon king,  and  unalterable  principles  of  our  government,  to 
affure  them,  that  whilft  they  continued  their  allegiance,  and^ 
adhered  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  1773,  no  one  dare  touch 
^  their 
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their  lands,  and  that  Grand  Sable  was  as  fafe  to  them  as  was  C 
Calliaqiia  to  me:  it  was  treafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  king  would 
not  keep  his  word,  according  to  the  conditions  of  that  treaty;  St. 
and  if  any  fubjecls  ventured  to  trefpafs  on  them,  they  would, 
on  proper  reprefentations,  be  puniflied.  For  mvfelf,  I  afiumed 
a  mien  of  anger,  that  they  fhould  forget  their  national  principle 
in  exception  of  me.  If  friendlhips  and  enmities  defcended  from 
father  to  fon,  they  mufl:  know  me  for  their  fteadiefc  friend,  and 
incapable  of  any  injuflice  towards  them.'  They  feemed  very 
much  pleafed  with  this  fort  of  language,  and  affured  me  of  their 
ftrongefl  regard  and  confidence,  and  Vv'ould  hear  no  more  lies  or 
tales  to  the  prejudice  of  mvfelf,  or  of  the  defigns  of  govern- 
ment.  They  invited  me  to  come  and  tafte  their  hofpitality,  and 
I  promifed  to  do  fo,  and  we  parted  as  I  could  wilh — the  beil: 
friends  in  the  Nvorld. 


HAP. 
XIII. 

Vincent. 


December  26.  This  was  a  day  of  Chriftmas  gambols.  In, 
the  morning  we  rode  out,  and  in  the  town  of  Calliaqua  faw 
many  negroes  attending  high  mafs  at  the  popifli  chapel.  The 
town  was  like  a  very  gay  fair,  with  booths,  furnifhed  with 
every  thing  good  to  eat  and  fine  to  wear.  The  negroes  (with 
a  very  few  exceptions)  were  all  d re/Ted  in  pattern  cottons  and 
muflins,  and  the  young  girls  \vith  petticoat  on  petticoat;  and 
all  had  handkerchiefs,  put  on  with  fancy  and  tafle,  about  their 
heads.  Returning  to  the  villa,  we  were  greeted  by  a  party 
which  frightened  the  boys.  It  was  the  Moco  jwnbo  and  his 
iuite  *.     The  Jumbo  was  on  flilts,  with  a  head,  mounted  on 

*  Without  doubt  the  Mu-mla  Jumbo  of  rhe  Mandengoes.      Vide  Park's  Tra- 
vels, c.  3.  p.  39. 
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XUI. 


the  ador's  head,  which  was  concealed:  the  mufic  was  from 
two  baikets,  Uke  ftrawberry  bafkets,  with  little  bells  within, 
St>  Vinctuc.  fliook  in  time.  The  iwordiman  danced  with  an  air  of  menace, 
the  muficiaa  was  comical,  and  Jumbo  aflumed  the  "  antic  ter- 
"  rible,"  and  was  very  active  on  his  ftilts.  We  had  a  large 
company  to  dinner;  and  in  the  evening  I  opened  the  ball  in 
the  great  court^.  with  a  minuet  with  black  Phillis,  Granny 
Sarah  being  indifpofed:  our  mufic  confifted  of  two  excellent 
fiddles,  Joh7iny  and  FiJIicr,  from  m.y  Pembroke  eftate,  and 
Grandlfon^  tamborin  of  the  villa:  there  ftood  up  about  eighteen 
couple;  the  men  negroes  were  dreffed  in  the  higheft  beauifm, 
with  muflin  frills^,  high  capes,  and  white  hats;  and  one  beau 
had  a  large  fan.  The  negro  girls  were  all  dreiTed  gay  and  fine, 
with  handkerchiefs  folded  taftefully  about  their  heads,  and  gold 
ear-rings  and  necklaces:  the  girls  were  nearly  all  field  negroes v 
there  are  but  four  female  flaves  as  domefticks  in  the  villa.  In 
England,  no  idea  of  "jolly  Chriftmas"  can  be  imagined,  in 
comparifon  with  the  three  days  of  Chriflmas  in  St.  Vincent's^ 
In  every  place  is  feen  a  gaiety  of  colours  and  drefs,  and  a  cor- 
relponding  gaiety  of  mind  and  ipirits ;  fun  and  finery  are  ge- 
neral. This  moment  a  new  party  of  muficians  are  arrived, 
with  an  African  Balafo,  an  inftrument  compofed  of  pieces  of 
hard  wood  of  ditterent  diameters,  laid  on  a  row  over  a  fort  of 
box:  they  beat  on  one  or  the  other  fo  as  to  flrike  out  a  good 
mufical  tune.  They  played  two  or  three  African  tunes;  and, 
about  a  dozen  girls,  hearing  the  found,  came  from  the  huts 
to  the  great  court,  and  began  a  curious  and  mofl:  lafcivious- 
dance,  with  much  grace  as  v/ell  as  adion^  of  the  laft  plenty 
in  truth., 

Sunday, 
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Sun-day,  January  i,   1792.     Rode  over  to  my  Pembroke    CHAP 
eftate  in  the  valley  of  Buccament,  about  fix  miles  diftant,  Vj    ,     ^^^' 
the  leeward  of  Kingfton,     The   road  is  over  the  moft  rusgeu   Sc.  Vi'ncent, 
and  towering  hills,  wkh  occafional  precipices  of  rock  of  a  red-        ^'^^" 
difh  dark  hue,  and  for  the  rell:  covered  with  buihes  and  fomre 
fine  trees.     In   the   vales,  betv/een   the   ridges,  and    on   every 
pradliicable  afcent,.  are  cultivated  grounds,  and  the  whole  is  a 
mixture  of  the  rich  and  the  romantick.     The  road  winds  much, 
to  avoid  the  deep  ravines  and  gullies.      The  flight  of  a  bird  can- 
not be  more  than  three  miles  from  Klngfion  to  Buccament. 
We  entered  the  valley  of  Buccament  by  a  ravine,  called  Keil.-- 
lan's  land,  belonging  to  me. 

The  vale  of  Buccament  brings  to  mind  the  happy  and  fe- 
eluded  valley  of  Raffelas,  prince  of  Abyffinia.     The  vallev,  con- 
taining about  3,00c  acres,  is  hemmed  on  each  fide  bv  towerinc^ 
hills,  whofe  fteep  afcents  have  in  parts  peeled  off  or  fplit  in  the 
ftorm,  and  now  are  left  precipices  of  bare  rock,  appearino- be- 
tween: ftreaks  of  the  higheft  verdure,  from  w^hich  occalionally 
i'nools  iht  mountain  cabbage-tree^.     In  the  center  of  the  valley 
flands  an  Infulated  mountain,  whofe  height,  through  an  inter- 
ftice  in  the  rugged  boundar}-  of  the  vale,  looks  down  on  the  o;ar- 
rifon  of  Berkfhire  hill,  and  Berkfhire  hill  is  627  feet  above  the- 
fea.     The  hills  or  rocks  that  fhut  in  the  vallev,  aoain  command 
the  hill  m  the  center.     Down  the  vale  runs  a  fine  and  rapid" 
river,  abounding  with   the  fineft  mullet  and  other  filh;  its  bed 
is  obftrucled  with  fragments  of  rocks  from  the  fkirtins"  moun- 
tains.     Its  murm.urs  fill  the  vale.      It  winds  round  the  center 

*  Called  alio  the  PalmitQ-R:yaJ.     See  it  defcribed  at  large,  vol.  i. 
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C  HA  P.  hill,  and  then  pours  jflraight  into  the  fea.  The  valley,  as  it 
.  ^/-'  .  '  coafts  the  fea,  is  about  one  mile  over.  It  ftretches  inland  about 
St.  Vincent,  five  miles;  its  greatefl  breadth,  half-way  from  the  fea,  is  two 
miles.  From  the  mount,  in  the  center,  it  forms  a  moft  lux- 
uriant picture  of  cultivation,  contrafred  with  romantic  views, 
and  feem.s  wholly  fecluded  from  all  the  world.  JMy  Pembroke 
eftate  takes  in  the  hill  in  the  center,  and  thence  runs  alono-  the 
river  fide,  comprehending  all  the  valley  on  one  fide,  to  within 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  fea. 

A  NEGRO  gave  fignal  of  my  approach  to  the  houfe,  and  all 
the  negroes  came  forth  to  greet  me,  and  with  a  welcome  as 
warm  as  that  at  Calliaqua.  They  caught  hold  of  my  bridle, 
my  feet,  and  my  coat;  every  one  anxious  for  a  fliare  in  lead- 
ing me  up  to  the  houfe;  and  indeed  they  attempted  to  take  me 
off  my  horfe  and  carry  me,  but  I  begged  them  to  defift. 

Friday,  January  6.  I  vifited  Berkshire  hill,  and  went  over 
the  fortifications.  The  hill  itfelf  is  a  rock,  and,  from  its  pre- 
cipices, is  fcarcely  affailable;  where  it  is  fo,  parts  have  been 
cut  away,  and,  take  art  and  nature  together,  the  place  mav  be 
deemed  impregnable.  The  point  above  hath  been  flatted  off, 
fo  as  to  admit  room  on  its  furface  for  mofl:  commodious  barracks 
for  a  complete  regiment,  ftores,  refervoirs,  &c.  all  bomb-proof. 
In  my  different  excurfions,  I  continued  to  inf|De6l  the  perfons  of 
the  negroes,  and  I  can  aifert,  that  not  one  in  fifty  of  thofe  I  have 
feen  has  been  marked  with  the  whip,  with  exception  to  the 
gang  em.ployed  at  the  public  M^orks  on  Berkfhire  hill.  This 
gang  may  be  fuppofed  to  confift  for  the  moft  part  of  reprobate 

and 
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and  bad  negroes,  who  have  been  fold  from  eftates  for  riddance    CHAP 
of  their  pradices  and  examples.      They  chiefly  belong,  as  an         ^~^^^' 
entire  gang,  to  the  overfeer  of  the   works,  who  ma/' be  fup-    sTTi^ 
pofed  to  pick  them  up  cheap,   being  bad  charac^rs,    though 
competent  to  their  bufiuefs,  under  the  controul  of  the  mihtar'5^ 
The  inhabitants,  not  wilhng  to  fend  their  able  men  to  the  pub- 
lick  works,    for   fear  of  evil  communication,    commute   their 
quota  of  labourers,  by  paying  the  overfeer  a  certain  fum  to  find 
others  in  their  room. 

Friday,    January   13,    1792.     The  Charaibe  chief  of  all, 
Chatoyer,  with  his   brother   du  Fallee,    and  fix   of  their   fons' 
came  to  pay  me  a  vifit,  and  brought  their  prefents;  a  ftool  of 
Charaibe  workraanfhip,  and   a  \&ry  large  cock  turkey  of  the 
wild  breed,  which  with  a  hen  I  mean  for  England.      Chatover 
and  du  Vallee  were  well  dreffed;  as  a  mark  of  refped,  they 
came  without  arms.     We  had  much  converfation  with  them, 
and  I  gave  in  return  a  filver  mounted  hanger  to  Chatoyer,  and 
a  powder  horn  to  du  Vallee..     The  latter  is  poffelTed  of' nine 
negro  Haves,,  and  has  a  cotton  plantation.     He  is  the  moft  en- 
lightened of  the  Charaibes,  and  may  be  termed  the  founder  of 
civilization  among  them.     Chatoyer  and  his  fons  dined  at  the 
villa,  and  drank  each  a  bottle  of  claret.     In  the  evening  they 
departed  in  high  glee,  with  many  expreffions  of  friend fliip. 

January  ly.  I  vifited  the  king's  botanic  garden.  Dr.  An- 
derfon  went  round  the  garden  with  me.  It  confifts  of  about 
thirty  acres,  of  which  fixteen  are  in  high  garden  cultivation. 
The  variety,  beauty,  growth,  and  health  of  the  plants,  fronn 
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CHAP,  all  quarters  of  the  globe,  is  moft  ftriking.  It  is  a  fcene  for  a 
painter  as  well  as  a  botanift.  The  <^uicknefs  of  vegetation  is 
aftonifhing-:  fome  Englifh  oak  of  three  years  growth  are  above 
feven  feet  high.  The  Indian  teak  wood,  full  eighteen  feet 
hio-h,  and  fix  inches  diameter,  of  only  four  years  growth. 
This  being  a  remarkable  hard  and  durable  wood,  leads  me  to 
note  the  general  remark  of  Dr.  Jnderfon,  "  that  in  this  coun- 
"  try,  where  vegetation  never  ftops  or  is  checked,  the  hardell 
-*'  woods  are  of  growth  as  quick  as  the  moft  pulpous  or  foft  tex- 
"  ture."  Dr.  Anderfon  is  multiplying  to  a  great  extent  all  the 
ufeful  trees ;  the  Chinefe  tallow  tree,  the  gum  arabic,  the  Pe- 
ruvian bark,  the  balfam  of  Capiri,  the  cinnamon,  &:c.  &c, 
N.  B.  I  name  them  from  their  produce. 

January  23.  Never  paffing  a  flave  without  obferving  his 
back,  either  in  the  field  or  on  the  road,  or  wenches  waftiing  in 
the  rivers,  I  have  feen  not  one  back  marked,  befides  that  of  the 
woman  obferved  before  on  Mr.  Greathead's  eftate  (in  whom  I 
may  be  miftaken  as  to  the  .caufe)  and  one  new  negro  unfold  at 
Kingfton,  who  found  means  to  explain  to  me  that  he  was  fum- 
fumm'd  (flogged)  by  the  furgeon  of  the  fhip ;  and  he  feemed  to 
have  had  two  or  three  ftrokes  with  a  cat.  I  note  it  in  the  lan- 
o-uao-e  of  one  accuftomed  to  attend  military  punifliments. — At 
ray  eftate,  and  I  believe  on  moft  others,  confinement  is  the 
ufual  puniftiment.  Three  have  been  puniflied  at  Calliaqua, 
fince  my  arrival ;  Sampfon  has  received  ten  lafties,  and  two  men 
were  put  into  the  ftocks,  of  whom  Indian  Will  was  one,  for 
o-ettins:  drunk  and  cutting  a  negro  lad's  head  open  in  his  paffion; 
he  was  releafed  the  next  morning.     The  other  was  a  watchman 

at 
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a!^the  mill,  from  which  the  fails  had  beenftolen;  he  was  con- 
fined for  two  nights  in  terrorem,  and  then,  no  difcovery  being 
made  of  the  theft,  he  was  releafed. 

January  26.  Sailed  from  Nanton's  harbour  In  the  Maria 
ichooner  of  28  tons,  took  our  departure  at  ten  in  the  forenoon, 
cpafted  to  leeward,  and  came  off  St.  Lucia  in  the  evening. 

Friday,  27,  Off  Dominica  in  the  morning,  becalmed. 
In  the  evening  a  breeze  fprung  up ;  and, 

Saturday,  28.  Came  at  day-break  off  Baffeterre,  inGua- 
daloupe;  hailed  a  fifhing  boat  and  bought  fome  fiih;  the  people 
faid  all  was  quiet;  tout  va  bien  a  la  Guadaloupe. 


Saw  a  very  large  fpermaceti  whale  fpouting  and  playing  clofc 
a-head  in  the  channel  between  Guadaloupe  and  Antigua. 
Came  to  an  anchor  at  5  P.  M.  in  Old  Road  bay,  Antigua. 
Walked  up  an  excellent  level  coach  road  half  a  mile,  to  the  old- 
road  plantation  houfe.  A  mulatto  bov  o-etting;  before,  gave  no- 
tlce  of  MaJJa  being  on  the  way.  Every  hoe  was  now  thrown 
down,  and  a  general  huzza  followed ;  and  my  good  Creoles, 
man,  woman,  and  child,  ran  to  meet  me  with  fuch  ecftacy  of 
welcome,  embracing  my  knees,  catching  m,y  hands,  cloaths, 
&c.  &c.  that  I  thought  I  fhould  never  have  reached  the  houfe. 
At  length,  in  joyous  proceffion,  with  handkerchiefs  for  flags,  I 
was  conveyed  to  the  old  manfion  of  my  anceftors,  and  gave  my 
good  peopk  a  treat  of  rum,  and  all  was  dance  and  fong. 


Vol,  hi. 
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Sunday,  29,     Enquiring  into  the  condition  of  the  eftate 
and  fltuation  of  the  negroes,  I  found  the  latter  generally  diffa-. 


Actigua.      tis£gjj  ^^,itj^  ^.j^eij.  manager,  Mr.  R- 


Their  complaints: 


were  directed  chiefly  to  his  curtailing  the  allowance  of  the  old 
people,  and  fuch  others  as  were  incapable  of  labour  ;  and  his 
frequency  and  feverity  of  punifliments.  The  firft  complaint  I 
removed  inftantly,  by  ordering  the  full  allowance  of  induftrious 
youth  to  meritorious  age.  For  the  fecond  (on  examining  into 
the  grounds  of  allegation,  and  finding  them  juft)  I  immediately 

difcharged  Mr.  R.  and  appointed  Mr.  H ,  who  had  been 

two  years  on  the  eflate,  and  much  liked  by  the  negroes  to  be 
their  manager.  Their  fatisfa6lion  on  both  accounts  feemed 
complete  and  general. 

Monday,  30.  Went  to  St.  John's,  a  large,  and  in  many 
parts  a  well  built  town,  and  the  church  an  excellent  building, 
as  is  likewife  the  town  or  court  houfe ;  but  the  town  itfelf  has 
the  appearance  of  ruined  trade  and  deferted  habitancy.  The 
country  for  twelve  miles,  from  the  old  road  plantation  to  St. 
John's,  is  open,  with  very  few  trees  or  even  fhrubs,  but  beau- 
tiful in  its  fvvells  of  ground,  fcarccly  to  be  called  hills,  fpotted 
•with  buildings,  and  varied  with  inlets  of  the  fea  opening.  in> 
different  points  of  view ;  high  but  infruduous  cultivation  cover 
every  acre.  The  roads  excellent,  and  every  thing  f|Deaking  the 
civilization,  art,  and  toil  of  man ;  but  nature  anfvvers  not. 
Under  the  drought  all  fails  :  heat,  with  little  or  no  moiflure, 
generates  nothing.  Partial  rains  have  this  year,  as  often  be- 
fore, given  hopes  to  the  planter  for  his  canes,  and  to  the  negro 
for  his  provifions ;  but  the  feafon  has  again  failed,  and  their 
u^  hopes 
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iiopes  are  blafted.  The  whole  is  a  pidure  of  difappointment, 
in  land,  beaft,  and  man.  The  negro  honfes  are  excellent,  and 
many  of  them  of  flone  ;  but  no  in-doors  can  give  the  face  of 
comfort  and  contentment,  if  all  is  wanting  beyond  the  threfhold. 
The  negroes  having  little  or  no  provilions  from  their  grounds, 
are  fed  by  allowance  from  the  planters,  many  themfelves  iu 
diftrefs,  which  fcants  that  allowance.  On  eftates  in  good  con- 
dition, it  is  twelve  quarts  of  corn>  with  two  or  three  pounds 
of  fait  proviiion  J>er  week. 

Thursday,  February  2.  Being  a  day  which  I  had  allotted 
for  a  holiday  to  the  negroes,  we  went  early  to  the  valley  of  the 
old  road.  In  the  morning  I  diftributed  ten  barrels  of  herrings 
amongfl:  the  negroes,  and  in  the  evening  we  had  a  very  fmart 
well-drefTed  Negro  ball   in  the  hall  of  my  old  manfion.     Mr, 

L and  myfelf  both  impartially  allowed  the  negroes,  young 

men  and  girls,  to  dance  better  in  ftep,  in  grace,  and  correftnefs 
of  figure,  than  our  fafhionable,  or  indeed  any  couples  at  any 
ball  in  England  ;  taking  that  ball  generally,  there  is  no  one 
negro  dances  ill.  I  danced  a  country  dance  with  old  Hannah, 
and  a  minuet  with  long  Nanny*  Not  a  complaint  remains  at 
the  old  road. 

Friday,  Febmary  ^.  Returning  from  old  road  to  Dr.  Fair- 
bairn's,  I  there  faw  Mr.  Hoffman  the  IMoravian  miffonary, 
tv/iofe  biamelefi  life  (iill  anfwers  to  his  fong.  The  Moravian 
miffionaries  are  of  the  higheft  charader  for  moral  example,  as 
well  as  gentle  manners  ;  and  they  preach  the  dc6i;rines  of 
peace  and  good  iv  ill  to  all  men,  and  to  all  governments.     They 

O  o  2  affimilate! 
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affimilate  in  fimplicity  beil  with  the  minds  of  the  negroes,  and 
in  their  afliduity  and  goodnefs,  have,  I  fear,  but  few  equals 
amongft  the  regular  clergy  in  the  Weft  Indies.  It  was  with 
difficulty  I  prevailed  on  the  good,  mild,  and  difinterefted  Mr, 
Hofrman,  to  receive  annually  For  his  domeftick  ufe  a  fmall 
barrel  of  fugar,  and  a  quarter  calk  of  rum,  as  a  token  of  my 
regard  for  his  attention  to  my  negroes  on  the  old  road  eftate. 

Sunday,  February  5.     In  the  evening  embarked  for  Mar- 
tinique. 

Monday,  6.     Becalmed  off  Guadaloupe. 

Tuesday,  7.  At  feven  in  the  evening  came  into  St.  Pierre's 
bay,  and  paffing  under  the  ftern  of  an  1 8  gun  floop  of  war, 
fhe  hailed  us  to  come  on  board.  I  went  on  board  with  the 
captain  of  our  fchooner.  The  French  officer  commanding 
the  floop,  on  my  ftating  that  our  vefTel  was  not  commercial, 
but  merely  having  on  board  Engliflimen,  paffengers,  told  me 
that  the  fchooner  muft  immediately  come  to  an  anchor  under 
his  ftern,  but  that  myfelf  and  other  gentlemen  might  go  on 
fhore.  Returning  to  the  fchooner,  a  ferjeant  of  the  national 
guards  followed  us  in  a  fhallop,  and  faid  he  was  come  by  orders 
to  condu6l  us  on  fhore ;  we  went  with  him.  On  landing,  he 
told  us  we  muft  proceed  to  the  hotel  de  /'  intendant,  Monfieur 
le  Chevalier  de  Menerad.  He  marched  us  above  a  mile  to  the 
hotel,  and  paffing  within  the  centinel  at  entrance  of  the  court, 
afked  for  the  governor,  who  was  out,  and  only  a  black  boy  iu 
the  houfs,  who  knew  not  where  the  governor  was  to  be  found. 

The 


WINDWARD     ISLANDS:. 

The  national  ferieant  talked  in  a  hio-h  tone  of  brutal  command,    CHAP, 

-  .  XIII 

and  laid  we  muft  ftay  all  night  in  the  open  air,  or  until  the  go- 

varnor  was  found.  I  ufed  every  kind  of  language,  but  all  in  ^^artinique-. 
vain.  I  was  afterwards  told  that  I  had  omitted  the  elTential 
argument  with  thefe  liberty-corps,  to  wit,  ^  a  Johannes.^  About 
ten  o'clock  a  Monlieur  L)e  la  Cour,  lieutenant  of  police,  arrived, 
apparently  on  other  bufinefs.  I  told  him  my  name  and  litua- 
tion.  He  behaved  moil:  politely,  and  told  the  ferjeant  he  fhould; 
take  us  to  the  hotel-  des  Americains^  the  befl:  ta\"ern  in  St.  Pierre^ 
giving  himfeJf  fecurity  for  our  forthcoming  next  morning-. 
Whilft  the  receipt  for  our  bodies  was  ^^Titing,  the  governor. 
Chevalier  de  iNIenerad,  arrived  :  on  my  name  being  mentioned,, 
he  behaved  moft  politely,  afked  my  whole  party  to  fupper,  and; 
offered  me  a  bed.  Having  complained  of  the  ferjeant's  con-- 
duct,  he  immediately  told  him  to  leave  the  room,  and  made  a 
general  apology,  giving  me  plainly  to  underftand  that  there 
was  fcarcely  the  appearance  of  law,  government,  or  any  autho- 
rity at  Martinique.. 

The  national  regiments  had  arrived  a  year  before.  The 
inhabitants  were  of  a  diilerent  party.  The  old  corps  on  dutj. 
there  of  an  uncertain  or  undecided  charader,  and  the  conftitu-- 
tion  of  the  mother  country  being  unfettled,  and  no  perfons  in 
Martinique  knowing  who  were  finally  to  be  uppermofl:,  all, 
were  afraid  to  affume  a  refponlibility, 

I  THANKED  the  govemor  for  his  polite  invitation,  but  de= 
clined  accepting  what  the  ftate  of  his  houfe,  and  having  no 

domeilicksa^ 
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domellicks,  proved  to  be  a  mere  invitation,  of  compliment. 
His  wife  and  family  were  at  Guadaloupe. 

Monsieur  De  la  Cour  conduced  us,  at  near  eleven  at 
-night,  to  the  American  hotel,  where,  finding  an  excellent  houfe 
and  a  truly  Parifian  cook,  we  laughed  over  our  difficulties. 

MoNsiEL^R  De  la  Cour  and  Monfieur  Penan,  our  banker, 
next  morning  confirmed  the  flate  of  government  in  Martinique, 
as  before  mentioned  :  all  was  a  calm,  but  it  was  fuch  a  calm 
as  generally  precedes  a  hurricane.  With  relpe6t  to  the  flaves, 
they  are  perfe611y  quiet.  For  the  free  mulattoes  and  gens  de 
€-ouleur  (who  are  twice  as  numerous  as  the  white  inhabitants) 
they  too  are  waiting  the  refult  of  afcendant  parties  in  old 
France.  For  the  whites,  they  are  generally,  as  far  as  I  can 
find,  friends  to  the  old  government,  and  they  declare  them- 
lelves  mofl:  openly  ;  hence  the  new  a61:s  of  the  national  aflem- 
bly  are  yet  unexecuted.  The  church  remains  on  its  ancient 
footing,  and  the  convents  are  filled  with  the  fame  people,  Capu- 
chins and  Urllilines,  but  the  Capuchins  appear  not  in  the  open 
ilreets. 


In  this  ftate  of  political  diffidence,  commerce  has  lofl  .'its 
a61ivity,  and  credit  is  gone ;  yet  money  leems  to  be  plenty  ; 
but  there  is  little  or  no  trade  in  this  great' and  once  com.mer- 
cial  town.  Inflead  of  fifty  or  more  large  fugar  fhips,  which 
Ihould  at  this  feafon  be  feen  in  the   bay,  there  are   only  nine ; 


and  even  thefe  feem  in  o-eneral  to  be  fmall. 
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fels  (fchooners  and  iloops)  are  numerous ;  perhaps  there  may  CHAP, 
be  forty.  '        ^^^■ 

Martinique, 
Wednesday,  February  8.     We  amufed  ourfelves  in  walk- 
ing about  the  town  and  purchafing  prefents   for  our  friends 
bijouterie  of  Madame  Gentler,  embroiderie  of  Madame  Nodau^ 
and  liqueurs  of  Grandmaifon. 

The  town  of  St.  Pierre  extends  along  on  the  beach.  It  is 
above  two  miles  in  length,  and  in  breadth  about  half  a  mile. 
The  buildings  are  of  llone,.  and  handfome.  The  fhops  are 
many  of  them  well  decorated.  The  jeweller  and  filverfmith^'s 
fhop  (Goutier's)  is  as  brilliant  as  any  in  London  or  Paris. 
Trade  being  nearly  extinguilhed  in  the  harbour,  the  embers  of 
what  it  has  been  glimmer  in  the  Ihops. 


Thursday,  Februarv  9.     In  the  evening  we  embarked  for 
St.  Vincent's. 

Friday,  February  10.     Early  this  morning  were  in  light   St.  Vlneenfi 
of  St.  Vincent's,  off  the  Sugar  Loaves  of  St.  Lucie,  and  there     _  ■''°''" 
clofe  in  with  the  land.     A   fne   breeze  ipringing  up,  we  run 
over  the   channel  of  feven  leagues  in  three   hours,  and  then 
coafted  down  to  windward  of  St.Alncent's,   a  beautiful  and. 
rich  country,  moftly  in  pofTeffion  of  the  Charaibes.     At  four 
in  the   afternoon   we  anchored   in  Young's    Bay,  landed,   and 
once  more  found  ourfelves  in  the  comfortable  manfion  of  Cal- 
liaqua.     My  voyage  to  Antigua  has  put  me  in   full  poffefiion, 
of  the  queflion  concerning  the  bell  mode  of  feeding  the  negroes,, 

I  anv. 
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€H^P.     I  am  QDeaking  of  the  difference  in  their  fituation  in  regard  to 
^  •  ^^    plenty  and  comfort,  when  fed  by  allowance  from  the  mafter, 

^St.  Vincent,  as  in  Antigua ;  or  when  fupported  by  provifion  grounds  of 
their  own,  as  in  St.  Vincent's.  In  the  firft  cafe,  oppreflion 
may,  and  certainly  in  fome  inftances,  and  in  different  degrees, 
doth,  adually  exift,  either  as  to  quantity  or  quality  of  food  ; 
befides  the  circumflance  of  food  for  himfelf,  the  negro  fuffers 
too  in  his  poultry  and  little  ftock,  which  are  his  wealth.  The 
maintenance  of  his  pigs,  turkies,  or  chickens,  muft  often  fub- 
tra6l  from  his  own  dinner,  and  that  perhaps  a  fcanty  one,  or 
he  cannot  keep  ftock  at  all ;  and  a  negro  without  ftock,  and 
means  to  purchafe  tobacco  and  other  little  conveniences,  and 
fen>e  finery  too  for  his  wife,  is  miferable. 

In  the  fecond  cafe,  of  the  negro  feeding  himfelf  with  his 
'own  provifions,  affifted  only  with  fait  provhions  from  his  maf- 
ter  (three  pounds  of  fait  fifli,  or  an  adequate  quantity  of  her- 
rings, per  week,  as  in  St.  Vincent's)  the  fituation  of  the  negro 
is  in  proportion  to  his  induftry  ;  but  generally  fpeaking  it  af- 
fords him  a  plenty  that  amounts  to  comparative  wealth,  view- 
ing any  peafantry  in  Europe.  On  my  eftate  at  Calliaqua,  forty- 
lix  acres  of  the  richeft  ground  are  fet  apart  for  the  negro- 
gardens,  where  they  work  voluntarily  in  the  two  hours  they 
"^  have  every   noon  to  themfelves,  on  the    half  holiday    in   the 

week,  and  Sundays  ;  and  their  returns  are  fuch  that  in  my 
negro  village,  containing  eighty-five  huts,  there  is  fcarcely  one 
but  has  a  goat  and  kids,  two  or  three  pigs,  and  fome  poultry 
running  about  it.  All  this  ftock  is  plentifully  fed  from  the 
n-egroe's  garden,  and  how  plentifully  the  garden  fupplies  him 

will 
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will  a]>})ear  from  the  following  fad.     From  the  late  Guinea    G 
laks,.  I  have  purchafed  altogether  twenty  boys  and  girls,  from, 
ten  to  thirteen  years  old-     It  is  the  pra6tice.  oiv  brineino-  them    ^5^ 
to  the  eftate,  to  diftribute  them  in  the  huts  of  Creole  neo-roes,. 
under  their  diredlion  and  care,,  who   are-  to*  feed  them,  traiii- 
tliem  to  work,,  and  teach  them  their  new  language.     For  this- 
<i  a  re  of  feeding,  and  bringing  up  the  young  African,  the  Creole 
negro    receives  no  allowance  of  j^rovifions  whatever.     H^  re-- 
ceives  only  aknife,  a  calabafli  to  eat  from,  and  an  iron  boilino*, 
pot  for  each..     On.  firfl  view  of  this  it  loakslike  opprefTion,  and- 
putting  theburthen  of  fupporting  another  on  the.  negro  who  re- 
ceives him;  but  the  reverfe  is  the  faft.     When  the  new  negroes 
arrived  on  the  eflate,  I  thought  the  manager  would  have  been 
torn  to  pieces  by  the  number  and  earneftnefs  of  the  applicants 
to  have  mx  inmate  from  among  them.     The  competition  was 
violent,,  and  troublefome  in   the  extreme.     The  fa6t  is^.  that 
evei-y  negro  in  his  garden,  and  at  his  leifure  hours,   earning 
much  more  than  what  is  necelTary  to  feed  him,  thefe  young  in- 
mates are  the  wealth  of  the  negro  who  entertains  them,  and  for 
whom  they  work;  their  work  finding  plenty  for  the  little  houf- 
hold,,  and  a.fur.plusfor  fale  at  market,  and  for  feeding  his  flock. 
This  fa6l  was  in  proof  to  me  from  the  felicitations  of  the  Creole 
negroes  in  general  (and  who  had  large  families  of  their  own)  to 
take  another  inmate,  on  conditions  of  feeding  him,  and  with  a 
right  to  the  benefit  of  his  work  *.     As  loon  as  the  young  negro, 
has  palTed  his  apprenticefhip,  and  is  fit  for  work  in  the  field,  he 

*  Compare  this  with  what  is  faid  on  the  fame  fubje£l,  vol.  ii.  p.  149,  ift  edit. 
and  154,  2nd  edit.  It  was  impoffible  that  two  perfons,  writing  in  different  iflands, 
could  agree  (o  very  precifely,  unlefe  their  obfervations  were  fgunded  in  truth. 
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-•C  HA  P.  has  a  hut  of  his  ovv'n,  and  works  a  warden  on  his  own  account. 
,^      _'   ,    Of  the  fah  provifions  given  out  to  the  negroes,  the  Imefl:  fort  are 
:St.  Vinceat.  the   mackarel  faked, from  America,    and  the  negroes  , are  re- 
markably fond  of  them.     My  brother  H (who  is  a  manager 

at  once  properly  flrift,  and  mod  kind,  -and  who  is  both  feared 
and  beloved  by  all  the  negroes)  indulges  them  by  ftudying  to 
give  a  variety  in  their  provifions;  pork,  beef,  and  fifh  of  dif- 
ferent forts.  A  negro  prefers  pork  to  beef;  one  pound  of  pork 
will  go  as  far  as  two  pounds  of  beef  in  his  mefs-pot.     This  lit- 

.  tie  attention  of  Mr.  H to  the  negroes'  wifhes,  fhews  how 

much  of  their  comfort  mufi:  even  depend  on  the  mafter's  regai^H 
-  to  them. 

'-Wednesday,  February  22.  The  66th  regiment  reviewed 
bv  General  Cuvler.  The  men  well-lookino,  the  manual  in 
^proper  time  and  exa6l,  the  firing  clofe,  and  the  level  good» 
The  review  in  a  word  fhevv'ed  this  regiment  to  be  well  difci- 
plined,  and  nothing  hurt  by  refidencecf  near  feven  years  in  the 
Weil:  Indies. 

Monday,  March  5.     Embarked  in  the  Fairy  floop  of  war 
for  Tobago.     Got  under  way  at  twelve, 

Tuesday,  March  6-     At  four  P.  M.  Tobago  in  fight,  our 
courfe  clofe  to  the  wind,  making  for  the  body  of  the  ifland. 


Wednesday,  March  7.  Clofe  in  with  the  land,  and  mofi: 
of  the  day  beating  to  windward  with  a  ftrong  lee  current.  In 
the  afternoon  were  oft  Man  oxvar  bay. 

Thursday, 
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Thursday,  March  8,     The- wind  E.  S.  E.  and  a  flronglee 
current  againft  us  the  whole  night.     At  day-break,  we  found 
our  fhip  nearly  where  £he  w'asthe  precedJng  fun-fet.      In  the    St.  VLicent.- 
evening  we  weathered  St.  Giles's  rocks  and  little  Tobago  on  the  ■ 
N.  E.  end  of  the  ifland.     Lay  too  during  the  night. 

Friday,  March  9.     At  fan-rife,  v/ere  oft  Queen's  bar,,  on 
the  leeward  coaft,  whence  we-  ran_dcnvn,  Vs"ith  both  wind  and 
current  in    our  favour,  and   anchored    in   Rockly-bay    about  - 
twelve  o'clock,  . 

Saturday,    March    10.       W^nt  to   Rife-land,    or  Sandy      Tobago, 
Point,  in  the  S.  W.  part  of  the  ifland,  a  country  almoft  fiat,        ^/92.- 
but  beautifully  fpotted  with  mountain  cabbages,-  and   various 
trees.  .   Triiiidada,  at  eighteen  miles  diflance,  appearing  plain 
to  the  eve.  ■  '  , 


Suxday,-  jNIarch  11,  This  morning  early,  I  rode  five  miles 
acrofs  the  ifland  from  Rife-land  to  Adventure  eftate,  in 
Courland  bav-diviiion.  In  traverling  the  country,  and  on  my 
return,  I  was  much  flruck  with  its  beauty,  from  the  Flat  at 
Sandy  Point  gently  breaking  into  hills,  till  ultimately  at  the 
N.  E.  end  it  becom-cs  a  fcene  of  mountains  and  woods.  I  par- 
ticularly noticed  the  great  extent  of  proviiion  grounds,  and  the 
fine  healthy  looks  of  the-  negroes  in  general,  ariling  from  the 
plenty  around  them.  I  faw  no  marks  of  the  whip  on  their 
backs,  atleafl:  not  here  nor  at  St.  Vincent's..  The  punilhm.ents 
are  either  fo  unfrequent  or  io  little  feverej  as  to  leave  no  traces 
for  any  length  of  time. 

P  p  2^  -  Svj^jday, 
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Xlil. 


Sunday,  March  15.  Early  in  the  morning  fet  out,  and  in 
!the  afternoon  reached  the  Jbouh  (]'er  eftate.  Twentv-two  miles 
from  Port  Louis,  from  the  very  point  of  the  Town  of  Port 
Louis,  the  country  becomes  hilly;  and  as  you  further  adva-nce, 
the.  _hills  riie  into  mountams  not  broken  and  rugged,  as  the  con- 
vulfetl  coLmtrv  of  St.  Vincent's,  but  regular  though  fteep,  and 
on  a  large  fcale  of  regular  afcent  and  defcent.  The  fcene  of 
nr.ture  is  on  an  extenfive  fcale,  and  gives  the  idea  of  a  conti- 
nent rather  than  an  illaiKl.  It  is  not  alone  its  vicinity  t-o  the 
5paiii{h  main  that  fuggefts  this  idea.  The  appearance  -of  the 
ifLand  fully  warrants  the  alTumption,- and  the  contiguity  of  South 
>\merica,  only  more  fully  marks  its  being  tt)rn  therefrom,  and 
x)f  its  being,  in  old  times,  the  fouthern  point  or  hold  prom.on- 
-tory  of  the  vafi:  bay  of  Mexico. 


Friday,  March  16.  This  day  I  rode  over  my  eftate;  but 
previous  to  any  remarks  thereon,  I  muft  notice  the  radical  words 
-and  language  of  the  Indian  red  Charaibe  (Louis).  There  are 
three  families  of  re<l  Charaibes,  fettled  in  a  corner  of  my  Louis 
d'or  eftate,  and  their  hiftory  is  briefly  this. — Louis  was  five 
■years  old  when  his  father  and  family  fled  (about  fifty  years  pafl:) 
•from,  the  perfecutions  of  the  Africans  or  black  Charaibes  of  St. 
Vincent's.  The  family  has  fince  divided  into  three  diftindl 
ones,  by  increafe  of  numbers.  Louis  the  chief,  is  a  very  fen- 
fible  man,  and  in  his  traffick  for  fifh  and  other  articles,  has -ob- 
tained fome  knowledge  of  the  French  lanofuaee. 


The  following  words  I  took  from  found,  and  with  accuracy; 
for  on  reading  over  the  Charaibe  words  .to  Louis,  he  repeated 
them  bark  in  French  to  me. 

*  God 
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"•  God — naketi,  i.  e.  Grandftiere 
The  Sun — vehu  -  -  -  _ 
Moon— mone  -  -  -  -  - 
Earth — hoang  -  -  -  -  - 
Sea — balane  -  -  -  -  — 
Pire — wat-ho'       _     -     -     _ 


"Water — tona  -----     Fifh— oto' 


Wind — 'Cazabal       -     - 

Father — baba. 

C  H  AP. 

Rain — conob     -     -     _ 

Mother— behee. 

XIII. 

Thunder — warawi  araw 

Son — wica. 

Mountain — weib     -     - 

Daughter — hania. 

Tobago. 

Tree — wewee    -     -     - 

Life — nee. 

Bird— fufs    -     -     .     - 

Death — hela  'hal. 

Fifh— oto'    -     -     -     - 

Devil — qualeva. 

I  INTERROGATED  Louis  as  to  religion:  he  is  now  a  catholic, 
but  fays  the  Charaibe  belief  was  always  in  a  future  ftate. — For- 
merly, they  ufed  to  bury  the  At iv^nEk  fitting -[,  with  his  bow, 
arrows,  &c.  "  But  now,"  fays  Louis,  "  we  bury  au  long  ejf 
*'  droit,'*  "  which  is  better^  for  wheu  fitting,  the  body  got  re- 
"  treci  (this  was  his  expreffion)  and  could  not  eafily  ftart  up  and 
"  fly  to  heaven,  but  being  buried  loTig  and  Ji rait ^  it  can  fly  up 
"  direffly  when  called."  This  argument  was  poffibly  fuggefted 
by  the  catholic  miffionaries,  to  make  the  poor  Charaibes  leave 
the  old  pra61ice.  Louis's  belief  in  a  future  ftate  is  however 
arcertaiiied. 

But  now  to  remarks  on  the  eftate.  Oi\  the  heach  at 
Queen's-bay,  are  brick  and  flone  pillars,  not  unlike  the  o-reat 
gate  of  an  Englilh  park,  whence  the  eye  is  direfted  up  an  ave- 
nue. of  cocoa-nut  trees,  and  from  thence,  in  the  fame  ftrait  line, 
through  a  broad  and  regular  ftreet  of  negro  houfes,  at  a  mile 
from  the  gate,  to  the  works,  which  terminates  the  avenue,  and 

*  I  queftioned  particularly  on  the  ilgniHcation  eif  the  word  nakeiu 

+  This  is  a  curious  and  remarkable  illuftratlon  of  what  is  related  in  the  append: 
to  book-i.  vol.  i.  J),  nfc,  ift  edit,  and  p.  119,  2nd  edit. 
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Toba'j;o. 


C  H'A^P.    have  the  appearance  cf  a  church  built  in  form  of  the  letter  T.' 
XIII.  .  . 

with  a  tower  raifed  on  the  center.  Over  the  works  rifes  a  pre- 
cipice, on  which  ftancis  the  manfion-houfe,  nobly  commanding 
the  whole  vale.  A  fine  river  winds  from,  the  back  mountains, 
under  the  point  of  the  great  ridge  on  which  the  houfe  frauds,, 
arid  then  pours  in  a  dire6l  line,  nearly  by  the  eaft  of  the  negro 
village,  into  the  fea.  In  its  courfe  it  fupplies  a  canal,  for  turn- 
ing the  water-mllL  . 

The  negroes  on  this  eflate  are  a  mofl:  quiet  and  contented- 
people;  fome  alked  me  for  little  trifles  of  money  for  different 
purpofes,  which  I  gave  them;  but  there  was  not  one  complaint,. 
for  old  Caflalio  came  to  me  as  a  kind  of  deputation  from  the 
reft,  to  tell  me  that  "  mafia  Hamilton  was  good  m.anager,  and 
*'  good  mafTa."  Indeed  the  neg-roes  are  o-enerailv  treated  as 
favourite  children,  by  their  mafters  in  Tobago. 


The  neceffities  of  the  ifland  have  demanded  the  refidence  of: 
the  planter,  and  the  critical  ftate  of  French  government,  and 
the  wild  notions  and  conduft  of  the  French  people  in  the  colo- 
nies, have  brought  the  old  Engl iili  fettlers  in  Tobago,  and  their 
negroes,  to  a  fyflem  of  reciprocal  regard  and  mutual  determina- 
tion to  refifl  particular  wrongs  or  a  general  attack.  .  The  plant- 
ers here  talk  of  the  negroes  as  their  refort,  to  be  depended  on 
againfl:  either  a  licentious  garrifon,  an  arbitrary  governor,  or, 
tt^  mad  democracy  of  French  huckfters. 

The  negro  houfes  throughout  Tobago  are  much  fuperior  to 

thofe  in  St.  Vincent's,  'or  even  in  Antigua,     Mr,  Franklyn, 

■4t-  iunior. 
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junior,  informs  me  that  each  of  his  negro's  houfes  has  cofl  him 
:23  Johannes,  or  above  forty  pounds  fterhng,  including  the  ne- 
gro's labour,  Thefe  houfes  are  built  of  boards,  uniform 
-throug;hout  the  eftate.  are  about  26  feet  Ions:  '^'  i^  wide,  con- 
fifting  each  of  two  apartments,  beiides  a  portico  or  co^'ered 
walk  with  a  feat  in  front,  of -^vhich  a  clofet  at  the  end  is  taken 
from  the  portico  to  form  a  fmall  kitchen  or  flore-room.  The 
roof  is  of  fningles.  In  St.  Vincent's  the  negro  houf;;3  are  of  no 
fixed  dimeniions;  fome  -are  very  large  and  fome  very  fmall,  ac- 
cording; to  the  fancy  or  ability  of  the  negroes,  who  are  however 
generally  affifted  by  their  mailers  with  pofts  and  main  timbers, 
and  occalionally  fupplied  with  boards.  Thus  the  village  is  ir- 
reo-ular,  ibme  houfes  boarded,  fome  of  them  ftone  and  part 
boards,  and  moft  of  them  wattled  or  thatched.  Within,  the 
houfes  are  as  comfortable  as  thofe  at  Tobago,  but  not  fo  dura* 
hie;  and  the  portico  of  the  Tobago  houfe  is  a  fuperior  com- 
fort. 


CHAP. 

XIII. 

Toba^a. 


Saturday,  INIarch  17.  I  paffed  the  morning  in  feeing  va- 
rious of  my  negroes,  particularly  the  women  and  their  Creole 
children.  This  laft  year  I  have  had  an  increafe  of  thirteen 
^children,  of  whom  only  one  has  died.  I  ordered,  as  at  St. 
Vincent's,  hve  yards  of  fine -printed  cotton  to  every  woman 
who  had  r-eared  a  child,  and  gave  ten  barrels  of  pork  among 
the  negroes  in  genera.!.  Riding  out,  I  paid  a  vifit  of  fome 
length  to  the  red  -Charaibe  families,  of  whom  Louis  is  the 
head;  two  of  the  young  women  were  really  handfome.  The 
old  Indian  drefs  is  loft,  and  they  wore  handkerchiefs,  cotton 
petticoats,  and  jackets  like  the  negroes.     The  huts  were  fcarcely 

weather 
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weather  tight,  being  wattled  and  thatched,,  crowded  with  al? 
their  filth  and  all  their  wealth..  The  latter  confifting  of  greaS 
variety  of  nets  for  iiihing^  hammocks  for  fleeping  in,  and  dif- 
ferent fbrts  of  provifion,.  ftores,,  &.C.  &e.  Beafb,  flores,,  and? 
people  all  in  one  room.. 


At  two  o'clock  we  fet  out  for  Mr..  Clarke's,  five  miles  from- 
Louis  d'or,  on  the  road  to  Port  Louis..  Mr.  Clarke's  houfe  is- 
an  excellent  building,  framed  in  England^  and  placed  on  the 
very  pinnacle  of  the  highefh  mountain  in  Tobago,^  with  garden 
and"  fhrubberies,  abounding  with  birds-  of  moft  f{ylendid  plu- 
mage. The  variety,,  beauty,,  and  number  of  the  feathered, 
tribes  in  Tobago,  are  indeed  at  once  delightful  and  aftonifhing.. 
1  muft  obferve  further,  on  the  country  of  Tobago,,  that  al- 
though it  is.  not  a  twentieth  part  cultivated,  yet  it  is  all>  or  for 
the  moft  part,  irapraveable.,  Mr.,  Hamilton,  who  has  pafTed 
many  fucceffive  nights  in  the  woods,  and  in  traverflng  the 
country,  affures  me  there  is  no  where  a  rock,  or  fcarcely  a 
large  (lone,,  to  be  found,  except  upon  the  coafts  and.  beach.. 
Though  the  feafon  is  now  dry,  I  obferved  in  many  parts  large 
Ipots  or  fields  of  Guinea,  grafs,  which  would'  fatten  cattle  of  the 
largeft  breed.  As  a  timber  and  a  vidualling  country,  it  feems. 
valuable  in  an  imperial,  as  well  as  commercial  point  of  view;  a- 
refource  to  aarmies  and  fleets,  as  well  as  to  the  merchant  and. 
planter^ 

Wednesday,  March  21.  At  6  in  the  evening!  embarked: 
in  the  Lively  fchooner  for  Grenada. 


Thursday, 
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Thursday,  2 2d.  At  6  in  the  evening  we  anchored  in  the 
careenage  of  St.  George's  town,  Grenada,  and  immediately 
landed. 

Sunday,  25,  In  the  forenoon  we  went  to  church,  the  o-o- 
vernor,  fpeaker  of  th.e  alTembly,  officers,  &c.  attending,  with  a 
refpe<51able  congregation  of  jjeople  of  all  colours.  In  the  gal- 
lery was  an  aflemblage  of  girls  and  boys  under  a  mulatto  fchool- 
mafter,  who  fung  pfalms  very  well  to  the  accompaniment  of  an 
excellent  organ.  The  clergyman,  Mr.  Dent,  read  prayers, 
and  preached  with  great  devotion.  The  fervice  was  in  every 
refped  moft  creditable  to  the  ifland.  The  church  is  plain, 
with  a  handfome  fteeple,  and  a  clock  given  by  the  prefent  go- 
vernor Matthews, 

St.  George's  is  a  handfome  town,  built  chiefly  of  brick,  and 
confifts  of  many  good  houfes.  It  is  divided  by  a  ridge,  which, 
running  into  the  fea,  forms  on  one  fide  the  careenage,  and  on 
the  other  the  bay.  Thus  there  is  the  bay  town,  where  there  is. 
a  handfome  fquare  and  market  place,  and  the  careenage  town, 
where  the  chief  mercantile  houfes  are  fituated,  the  (hips  lying 
land-locked,  and  in  deep  water  dole  to  the  wharf.  On  the 
ridge,  juil  above  the  road  of  communication  between  the  towns, 
•{lands  the  church;  and  on  the  promontory  or  bluff  head  of  the 
ridge,  {lands  a  large  old  fort,  built  by  the  Spaniards  when  in 
poiTeffion  of  Grenada.  It  is  built  of  free-ftone,  is  very  fubdan- 
tially,  if  not  fcientifically  conflrufted,  and  contains  the  entire 
45th  regiment.     The  67th  regiment  Is  quartered  in  the  new 
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CHAP,  barracks,  and  does  duty  on  the  new  fortifications  of  Richmond- 

XIII  •                                              . 

^     _  _'  J  hill;    a  very  ftrong  fituation  to  the  eall  or  north-eaft  of  the- 

Grenada.  town. 


Tuesday,  March  27.  Louis  la  Granade,  chief  of  the  Gens 
de  couleur,  and  captain  of  a  militia  company,  came  to  the  go- 
vernment houfe.  He  feems  a  fine  fpirited,  athletic  fellow,  and 
wears  a  large  gold  medal  about  his  neck,  being  a  gift  from  the 
colony,  in  revv'ard  for  his  various  fervices  and  experienced  fidelity 
on  all  occafions.  The  mulattoes  have  prefented  a  moft  loyal 
addrefs  to  the  governor,  flating  their  ftrong  attachment  to  the 
King  and  the  Britifh  conflitution,  and  their  abhorrence  of  all 
innovation. 


Friday,  29.  At  ten  in  the  morning  we  failed  from  Grenada 
in  the  Fanfan  fchooner,  coafted  the  leeward  fide  of  the  ifland 
from  fouth  to  north;  it  feems  well  peopled,  and  in  general  it 
appears  to  be  a  rich  fugar  country;  with  lefs  variety  of  ground 
indeed  than  St.  Vincent's,  and  lefs  verdure.  Its  mountains 
are  but  hills  in  comparifon  with  thofe  of  St.  Vincent.  A  wav- 
ing furface,  hills  gently  rifing  and  falling,  chara61erize  Gre- 
nada. Deep  vallies  fliaded  with  abrupt  precipices  chara^lerize 
St.  Vincent's. 


St.  Vincent, 
1792. 


Saturday,  March  30.     At  three  in  the  m^orning  anchored 
in  Kingfton-bay,  St.  Vincent's,  and  thence  rode  to  the  villa. 
From  Grenada  to  St.  Vincent's,  our  fchooner  huo-e,'d  the  land 
of  the  Grenadines  under  their  leeward  fide,  with  very  fmall  in- 
tervals 
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tervals  of  channel.  The  Grenadine  ifles  and  detached  rocks,  CHAP. 
are  fuppoled  to  be  about  1 20  in  number.  Twelve  of  thefe  lit-  ,  "  _'  , 
tie  ifles  are  faid  to  produce  cotton.  St.  \  mcent. 


April    19.      Had  much  converfation    this    day  about  the 
Charaibes.  - 


The  windward  eftates,  quite  to  the  Charaibe  boundary  of 
Bayaraw,  are  of  the  richeft  land  in  the  ifland,  but  the  furf  oa 
the  fhore  is  at  all  times  fo  heavy,  that  no  Europe  an  veffel  can 
continue  on  any  part  twenty-four  hours  with  fafety,  and  no  Eu- 
ropean boat  can  come  on  fhore  without  the  danger  of  being 
fwamped.  Hence,  until  lately,  the  fuppofed  impra6licability 
of  landing  flores  and  taking  oiFfugars,  prevented  the  cultivation 
of  the  lands;  but  fuice  the  Charaibes  in  their  canoes,  have  been 
found  to  accomplilli  what  Europeans  cannot  eiTe6t  with  their 
boats,  thefe  lands  have  rifen  to  jT.  60  flerling  an  acre,  and  every 
fettler  is  growing  rich.  A  floop  lays  off  and  on  as  near  as  fhe 
may  to  the  fhore,  and  in  one  morning,  from  day-break  to  noon, 
a  canoe  manned  by  ten  Charaibes,  will  make  forty  trips  to  the 
(loop,  carrying  each  time  a  hogfhead  of  fugar,  &c.  &;c.  and  the 
expence  for  the  morning  amounts  to  ten  dollars,  being  a  dollar 
for  each  Charaibe. — The  Charaibes  thus  begin  to  tafre  of  mo- 
ney, and  are  already  become  very  induftrious  at  this  work. 
Moreover,  they  plant  tobacco,  and  want  nothing  but  a  market 
to  encourage  them  to  plant  more.  Chatoyer's  brother  (Da 
Vallee)'has  nine  negroes,  and  plants  cotton.  Money  civilizes 
in  the  firft  inflance,  as  it  corrupts  in  the  laft;  the  favage  la-, 
bouring  for  himfelf,  fbon  ceafes  to  be  a  favage;  the  {lave  to 
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CHAP,    money   becomes  a  fubiedl  to  crovernment,    and  he  becomes  s 

XIII.  .       • 

,  '  _f    ufeful  fub]e6l  "*. 

St.  Vincent. 

Mr.  B.  aftlng  colleftor  of  the  ciiiloms,  informed  me,  that 
the  value  of  Britifh  manufa6lures  exported  from  St.  Vincent  to 
the  Spanifh  and  French  fettlements,  was  upwards  of /".  200,00a 
annually.  From  the  fupe-rior  advantages  of  Grenada,  with 
refpeft  to  fituation,,  &c.  the  export  trade  of  that  ifland  to  the 
Spanifh  main,  muft  be  much  more  confiderable.  That  of  Ja- 
maica out  of  comparifon  greater.  Thefe  circumftances  are  ta 
be  taken  into  the  general  account,  of  the  importance  of  the 
Weft  India  Iflands  to  Great  Britain. 

April  24.  Went  on  bo^ard  a  Guinea  fhip,  the  A61:i\e,  from 
Sierra  Leone.  On  board  this  fhip  is  a  black  boy,  called  Bunc, 
about  ten  years  old,  the  fon  of  an  African  chief;  he  is  going  to 

*  This  muft  be  admitted  with  fome  limitation.  Before  a  negro  places  fuch  3 
value  on  money  as  is  here  fuppofed,  he  muft  have  acquired  many  of  the  refinements 
and  artificial  necefEties  of  civilized  life.  He  muft  have  found  ufes  for  money, 
which,  in  his  favage  ftate,  he  had  no  conception  of.  It  is  not  therefore  the  poiTef- 
ficn  of  money  alone;  it  is  the  new  defires  fpringing  up  in  his  mind,  from  the  prof- 
jeits  and  examples  before  him,  that  have  awakened  his  powers,  and  called  the  ener- 
gies of  his  mind  into  action.  I  have  thought  it  necefiary  to  obferve  thus  much, 
becaufe  the  dctStrine  of  my  amiable  friend,  without  fome  qualification,  feems  to 
fanftify  an  aflertion  which  has  been  maintained  by  fpeculative  writers,  with  foma 
ph'.ufibility;  namely,  "  that  if  the  negro  flaves  were  allowed  wages  for  their  labour, 
*'  coercion  would  become  unnecelTary."  What  effeiSt  a  fyftem  of  gradual  encourage- 
ment, by  means  of  wages,  operating  flowly  and  progrefTively,  might  produce  in  a 
long  courfe  of  time,  I  will  not  prefume  to  fay;  but  I  am  perfuaded  that  an  attempt 
to  introduce  fuch  a  fyftem  among  the  labouring  negroes  in  general,  without  great 
caution  and  due  preparation,  would  be  produdive  of  the  greateft  of  evils. 
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England  for  his  education,  and  has  two  flaves  fent  with  him  by   CHAP. 

his  father,  to  pay  his  paiTage  by  their  fale.     Captain  Williams    ■ 

has  another  boy  on  board,  who  was  fent  to  England  two  years    St.  Vinceat. 

ago  for  the  fame  purpofe.     This  voyage  he  was  to  take  him 

back  to  Annamaboe;  but   the  boy   abfolutely   refufed  landing 

again  in  Africa,  and  he  waits  on  Captain  Williams   as  a  free 

fervant,  and  is  going  back  to  England  with  him.     The  {laves 

were  in  high  health;  Captain  Williams  is  a  fuperior  man  in  this 

trade;  as  a  fundamental  trait   of_his  chara6ler,  I  notice,  that 

laft  year  (1791)  on  receiving  the  parliamentary  bounty  for  the 

good  condition  in  which  his  people  arrived,  he  gave  out  of  his 

own  pocket  ^.  50  as  a  gratuity  to  the  furgeon  of  his  fhip. 


Monday,  April  30.  This  day  Dufond,  Chatoyer's  bro- 
ther, and  next  to  him  in  authority,  particularly  on_the  Grand 
Sab'e  fide  of  the  country,  made  me  a  vifit:  he  had  been  twice 
before  when  I  was  abfent  in  the  other  illands,  and  on  his  firft 
vilit  had  left  his  own  bow  and  arrows  for  me.  I  gave  him  in 
return  a  pair  of  handfome  brafs  barrelled  piftols.  He  feems  a 
very  polite  and  fenfible  man,  and  fpeaks  good  French, 


May  8.     Embarked  on  board  the  Delaford,  and  at  5  P.  M, 
failed  for  Endand. 


THE  following  Account  of  the  MAROON  NEGROES, 
was  firft  publifhed  feparately  in  1796. 


[     3^3     ] 


Ohfervat'ions  on  the  Difpojition,  Chara^er,  Manners,  and  Habits 
_  of  Life,   of  the  MAROON  NEGROES  of  the  If  and  of 
Jamaica  ;   and  a  Detail  of  the  Origin,  Progrefs,  and  T'ermi- 
nation  of  the  late  War  between  thofe  People  and  the  White  In- 
habitants, 


SECTION      I. 

JAMAICA,  as  we  have  feen,  was  conquered  from  the  Spa- 
niards, during  the  protedorate  of  Cromwell,  in  the  year 
1655,  by  an  armament  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Penn 
and  General  Venables.  The  Spanifli  inhabitants  are  faid  to 
have  pofleiTed,  before  the  attack,  about  1,500  enflaved  Africans, 
moft  of  whom,  on  the  furrender  of  their  mafters,  retreated  to 
the  mountains,  from  whence  they  made  frequent  excurfions  to 
harrafs  the  Englifh.  Major-general  Sedgewick,  one  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  officers,  in  a  letter  to  Secretary  Thurloe  (1656)  predids, 
that  thefe  blacks  would  prove  a  thorn  in  the  fides  of  the  Eng- 
lifli.  He  adds,  that  they  gave  no  quarter  to  his  men,  but  de- 
ftroyed  them  whenever  they  found  opportunity  ;  fcarce  a  week 
paffing  without  their  murdering  one  or  more  of  them  ;  and  as 
the  foldiers  became  more  confident  and  carelefs,  the  negroes 
grew  more  enterprifing  and  bloody-minded.  "Having  no  moral 
"  fenfe,"  continues  he,  "  and  not  underftanding  what  the 
"  laws  and  cuftoms  of  civil  nations  mean,  we  know  not  how 
"  to  capitulate  or  treat  with  any  of  them.  But  be  afi^ured  they 
"  muft  either  be  deftroyed,  or  brought  in,  upon  fome  terms  or 
*'  other ;  or  elfe  they  will  prove  a  great  difcouragement  to  the 

"  fettling 
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*'  fettling  the  count!}'."  What  he  foretold,  foon  came  to  pafs. 
At  the  latter  part  of  the  fame  year  (1656)  the  army  gained 
fome  trifling  fuccefs  againft  them  ;  but  this  was  immediately 
afterwards  feverely  retaliated  by  the  (laughter  of  forty  foldiers, 
cut  off  as  they  were  carelefsly  rambling  from  their  quarters. 
A  detachment  was  immediately  fent  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy, 
which  came  upv/ith  and  killed  feven  or  eight  of  them  ;  but 
they  ftill  found  means  to  hold  out,  until  being  hard  prefTed  the 
year  following  by  Colonel  D'Oyley,  who,  by  his  final  overthrow 
of  the  Spaniards,  had  taken  from  them  all  hope  of  future  fuc- 
cour  from  their  ancient  m.afters,  they  became  very  much 
ilreightened  for  want  of  provifions  and  ammunition.  The 
main  body,  under  the  command  of  a  negro  named  Juan  de  Bolas 
(whofe  place  of  retreat  in  the  parifh  of  Clarendon  ftill  retains 
his  name)  at  length  folicited  for  peace,  and  furrendered  to  the 
Englifli  on  terms  of  pardon  and  freedom.  A  large  party,  how- 
ever, (who  had  now  acquired  the  name  of  Maroons  *)  remained 
in  their  retreats  within  the  mountains ;  where  they  not  only 
augmented  their  numbers  by  natural  increafe,    but,   after   the 

*  The  word  fignifies,  among  the  Spanifli  Americans,  according  to  Mr.  Long, 
Hog-hunters:  the  woods  abounding  with  the  vWld  boar,  and  the  purfuit  of  them 
conftituting  the  chief  employment  of  fugitive  negroes,  Mananois  the  Spanilli 
word  for  a  young  pig.  The  following  is  the  derivation,  however,  given  in  the 
Encyclopedle,  article  Maron:  "On  appelle  ?nr.rons,  iiLns  les  ifles  Fr^n^oifes  les 
negres  fugitifs.  Ce  terme  vient  du  mot  Efpagnol  Simaran  qui  fignifie  un  Singe. 
Les  Efpagnols  crurent  ne  devoir  pas  faire  plusd'honneur  a  leurs  malheureuxefclaves 
fugitifs,  que  de  les  appeller/«^«,  parcequ'ils  fe  retiroient  comme  ces  animaux  aux 
fonds  desboisetn'en  fortoient  que  pour  cueillir  des  fruits  qui  fe  trouvoient  dans  les 
lieux  les  plus  voifins  de  leur  retrait."  The  reader  will  accept  which  of  thefe  deriva- 
iSions  he  likes  beft« 
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iiland  bccairie  thicker  fown  with  plantations,  they  were  fre- 
quently reinforced  by  fugitive  ilaves.  At  length  they  grew 
confident  enough  of  their  force  to  undertake  defcents  upon  the 
interior  planters,  many  of  whom  they  murdered,  from  time 
to  time,  without  the  leaft  provocation  ;  and  by  their  barbari- 
ties and  outrages  intimidated  the  whites  from  venturing  to  any 
confiderable  diftance  from  the  fea-coafr. 

In  1663  the  Lieutenant-governor,  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton, 
and  his  council,  ifTued  a  proclamation,  oiFering  a  full  pardon, 
twenty  acres  of  land,  and  freedom  from  all  manner  of  flavery, 
to  each  of  them  who  fhould  furrender.  But  I  do  not  find  that 
anv  of  thein  were  inclined  to  accept  the  terms  offered,  or  quit 
their  favage  way  of  life.  On  the  contrary,  they  were  better 
pleafed  \\-ith  the  more  ample  range  they  pofTeffed  in  the  woods, 
where  their  hunting  grounds  wer^  not  yet  encroached  upon  by 
fettlements.  They  took  effectual  care,  indeed,  that  no  fettle- 
ment  fhould  be  eflabliflied  near  them  ;  for  they  butchered  every 
white  family  that  ventured  to  feat  itfelf  any  confiderable  dil- 
tance  inland.  Vv'hen  the  Governor  perceived  that  the  procla- 
mation wrought  no  eftecl,  Juan  de  Bolas,  who  was  now"  made 
Colonel  of  the  Black  regiment,  was  fent  to  endeavour  their 
reduction ;  but  in  the  profecution  of  this  fervice  he  fell  into  an 
ambufcade,  and  was  cut  to  pieces.  In  March,  1664,  Captain 
Colbeck,  of  the  white  militia,  was  employed  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe.  He  went  by  fea  to  the  north  fide ;  and  having  gained 
fome  advantages  over  the  Maroons,  he  returned  with  one  who 
pretended  to  treat  for  the  reft.  This  embafTv,  however,  was 
only  calculated  to  amufe  the  whites,  and  gain  fome  refpite ; 
for  the  Maroons  .no  fooner  found   themfelves  in  a  condition  to 
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acl,  and  the  white  inhabitants  lulled  into  fecurity,  than  thej 
began  to  renew  hoflilities,  murdering,  as  before,  every  white 
perfon,  without  diftinftion  of  fex  or  age,  \^'ho  came  within 
their  reach. 

In  this  way,  they  continued  to  diftrefs  the  ifland  for  up- 
wards of  forty  years,  during  which  time  forty-four  a6ls  of  Af- 
fembly  were  pafTed,  and  at  leaft  ^.240,000  expended  for  their 
fupprefiion.  In  1730,.  they  were  grown  fo  formidable,  under  a 
very  able  general,  named  Cudjoe,  that  it  was  found  expedient 
to  ftrengthen  the  colony  againft  them  by  two  regiments  of 
regular  troops,  which  were  afterwards  formed  into  independent 
companies,  and  employed,  with  other  hired  parties,  and  the 
whole  body  of  militia,  in  their  redu61ion.  In  the  year  1734, 
Captain  Stoddart,  who  commanded  one  of  thefe  parties,  pro- 
je61ed,  and  executed  with  great  fuccefs,  an  attack  of  the  Maroon 
windward  town,  called  Nanny,  fituate  on  one  of  the  higheft 
mountains  in  the  ifland.  Having  provided  forae  portable  fwi- 
vel  guns,  he  filently  approached,  and  reached  within  a  fmall 
diftance  of  their  quarters  undifcovered.  After  halting,  for 
fome  time,  he  began  to  afcend  by  the  only  path  leading  to 
their  town.  He  found  it  fteep,  rocky,  and  difficult,  and  not 
wide  enough  to  admit  the  pafiage  of  two  perfons  abreafl:.  How- 
ever, he  furmcunted  thefe  obflacles;  and  having  gained  a  fmali 
eminence,  commanding  the  huts  in  which  the  negroes  were 
alleep,  he  fixed  his  little  train  of  artillery  to  the  beft  ad- 
vantage, and  fired  upon  them  fo  briikly,  that  many  were  fiain 
in  their  habitations,  and  feveral  threw  themfelves  headlong  down 
the  precipice.  Captain  Stoddart  purfucd  the  advantage  ;  killed 
numbers,  took  many  prifoners,  and  in  fliort  fo  completely  de- 
'^  ftroved. 


MAROON     NEGROES. 


ilroyed,  or  routed  the  whole  body,  that  thev  were  unable  after- 
wards to  efteft  any  enterprize  of  moment  in  this  quarter  of  the 
ifland. 

About  the  fame  time  another  party  of  the  Maroons,  having 
perceived  that  a  body  of  the  militia,  Rationed  at  the  barrack  of 
Bagnel's  thicket,  in  St.  Mary's  parifh,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Charlton,  ftrayed  heedlefsly  from  their  quarters,  and 
kept  no  order,  formed  a  projed  to  "cut  them  oft,  and  whiift 
the  officers  were  at  dinner,  attended  by  a  very  few  of  their 
inen,  the  Maroons  rufhed  fuddenly  from  the  adjacent  woods 
and  attacked  them.  Several  pieces  were  difcharged,  the  re- 
port of  which  alarmed  the  militia,  who  immediately  ran  to 
their  arms,  and  came  up  in  time  to  refcue  their  officers  from 
deftruftion.  The  Maroons  were  repulfed,  and  forced  to  take 
fnelter  in  the  woods,  but  the  militia  did  not  think  fit  to  purflie 
them.  Some  rumours  of  this  fkirmiin  reached  Spanifh  Torvn. 
which  is  diftant  from  the  Ipot  about  thirty  miles  ;  and,  as  ail 
the  circumftances  were  not  known,  the  inhabitants  were 
thrown  into  the  mofl  dreadful  alarm,  from  appreheniions  that 
the  Maroons  had  defeated  Charlton,  and  were  in  full  march  to 
attack  the  town.  Ayfcough,  then  commander  in  chief,  parti- 
cipating in  the  general  panick,  ordered  the  trum.pets  to  found, 
the  drums  to  beat,  and  in  a  few  hours  collected  a  bodv  of  horfe 
and  foot,  who  went  to  meet  the  enemv.  On  the  fecond  dav 
after  their  departure,  they  came  to  a  place  where,  bv  the  fires 
which  remained  unextinguifhed,  they  fuppofed  the  Maroons  had 
lodged    the    preceding  night.       They  therefore   followed   the 
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%vho  commanded  the  detachment,  difpofed  His  men  for  action -j 
but  the  Maroons  declined  engaging,   and  fled  ditierent   ways. 
Several  of  them,  however,  were  {lain  in  the  purfuit,  and  others 
made  prifoners.     Thefe  two  viftories  reduced  their  ftrength, 
and  .filled  them  with  fo  much  terror,  that  they  never  afterwards 
appeared  in  any  confiderable  body,  nor  dared  to  m^ake  any  frand  ; 
indeed,  from  the  commencement  of  the  war  till    this  period, 
they  had  not  once  ventured   a  pitch  battle,   but  fkulked  about 
the  Ikirts  of  remote  plantations,  •  furprifing  ftragglers,  and  mur- 
dering the  whites  by  two  or  three  at  a  time,  or  when  they  were 
too  few  to  make  any  refifl:ance.     By  night -they  feized  the  fa* 
vourable  opportunity  that  darknefs  gave  them,  of  flealing  into 
the   fettlements,   where  they   fet  fire   to  cane-fields    and    out- 
houfes,  killed  all  the  cattle   they  could  find,   and   carried  the 
flaves  into  captivity.      By  this  daftardly  method  of  conducting 
the  war,  they  did  infinite  mifchief  to  the  whites,  without  much 
expofing  their   own  perfons  to  danger,  for  they  always  cauti- 
cufly  avoided  fighting,   except  with   a   number  fa  dilpropor- 
tionally  inferior  to  themfelves,  as  to  afford  them  a  pretty   fure 
expe6tation  of  vidory.     They  knew  every  fecret  avenue  of  the 
country;    fo  that   they  could  either    conceal   themfelves  from 
purfuit,  or  fhift  their  ravages  from  place  to   place,  as  circum- 
ftances  required.     Such   were  the  many   difadvantages  under 
which  the  Englilh  had  to  deal  with  thofe  defultory  foes  ;   who 
were  not  reducible  by  any  regular  plan  of  attack ;  who  pof^ 
feifed    no    plunder   to    allure    or    reward  the  affailants;    nor 
had  any  thing  to  lofe,  except  life,    and  a    wild  and.  favage 
freedom. 
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PftEviors  to  the  illccefTes  above  mentioned,  the  diflfefs  into 
which  the  planters  were  thrown,  may  be  coilecled  from  the 
fenfe  which  the  legiilature  of  Jamaica  exprelTed  in  fome  of  their 
a<5l3.  In  the  year  i'^^^i  ^"^^Y  ^^^  forth,  that  "the  iNIaroons 
bad,  within  a  few  years,  greatly  increafed,  notwithfliandi^g  all 
the  meafijres  that  had  been  concerted,  and  made  ufe  of,  fof 
their  fupprefiion;  in  particular,  that  they  had  grown  very  for- 
midable in  the-  North  Eaft,  North  Welt,  and  South  V/eftern 
diftricts  of  the  iQand,  to  the  great  terror  of  his  Majefty's  fub- 
jecls  in  thofe  parts,  who  had  greatly  fuffered  by  the  frequent 
robberies,  murders,  and  depredations  committed  by -them;  that 
in  the  pariflies  of  Clarendon,  St.  i\nn,  -St.  Elizabeth,  Weft- 
morknd,  Hanover,  and  St.  James's,  they  were  confiderably 
multiplied,  and  had  large  fettlements  among  the  mountains, 
and  leaft  acceffible  parts;  whence  they,  plundered  all-around 
tliem,  and  caufed  feveral  plantations  to  be  thrown  up  and 
abandoned,  and  prevented  many  valuable  tracb  of  land  frora 
being  cultivated,  to  the  great  prejudice  and  diminution  of  his 
jMajeftv's  revenue,  as  well  as  of; the  trade,  navigation,  and 
confum.ption  of  Britifh  manufactures;  and  to  the  maniteft 
weakening,  and  preventing  the  further  increafe  of  the  fhrengtk 
and  inhabitants,  in  the  iiland."  We  may.  learn  from  hence, 
what  extenlive  mifchief  may  be  perpetrated  by  the  moft  defpi- 
cable  and  cowardly  enemy*  The  Affembly,  perceiving  that 
the  employm.ent  of  flying  parties  had  proved  ineffectual,  by  the 
length  of  their  marches,  the  difficultv  of  fubliftins;  them  in  the 
woods  for  fo  long  a  time  as  the  fervice  required,  and  the  fa- 
cility with  which  the  Maroons  eluded  their  purfuit,  ordered 
feveral  defenlible  houfes,    or  barracks,  fortified  with  baftion% 
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to  be  erefted  in  different  parts,  as  near  as  poffible  to  tha 
enemy's  moft  favourite  haunts;  in  each  of  thefe  they  placed  a 
ftrong  garrifon,  and  roads  of  communication  were  opened  from 
one  to  the  other.  Thefe  garrifons  were  compofed  of  white 
and  black  fhot  and  baggage  negroes,  M-ho  were"  all  duly 
trained.  Every  captain  v/as  allowed  a  pay  of  ten  pounds,  the 
lieutenants  each  five  pounds,  and  ferjeants  four  pounds,  and 
privates  two  pounds  per  month.  They  were  fubjefted  to  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war;  and  the  whole  body  put  under  the 
Governor's  immediate  order,  to  be  employed,  conjun6tly  or  fe- 
parately,  as  he  fliould  fee  occafion.  Their  general  plan  ef 
duty,  as  direfted  by  the  law,  was  to  make  excurfions  from  the 
barracks,  fcower  the  woods  and  mountains,  and  deflroy  the 
-provifion  gardens  and  haunts  of  the  Maroons;  and  that  they 
might  not  return  without  effecting  fome  fervice,  they  were  re- 
quired to  take  twenty  days  provifion  with  them  on  everv  fuch 
expedition.  Every  barrack  %vas  alfo  funiijlied  %vith  a  pack  of 
dogs,  provided  by  the  Churchwardens  of  the  refpeclive  parijlies^  it 
being  forefeen  that  thefe  animals  would  prove  extremely  fer- 
viceable,  not  only  in  guarding  aga'mji furprhes  in  the  night,  but 
in  tracking  the  enemy. 

This  arrangement  was  the  moft  judicious  hitherto  contrived 
for  their  effectual  redudion;  for  fo  many  fortreffes,  ftationed  in 
the  very  centre  of  their  ufual  retreats,  well  fupplied  with  everv 
necefTary,  gave  the  Maroons  a  conftant  and  vigorous  annoy- 
ance, and  in  fliort  became  the  chief  means  of  brino-ino-  on  that 
treaty  which  afterwards  put  an  end  to  this  tircfom.e  war. 

About  the  year  1737,  the  Ailembly  refolved  on  taking  two 
hundred  of  the  Mofquito  Indians  into  their  pay,  to  hailen  the 

lupprefTion 
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iuppreffion  of  the  jNIaroons.  They  pafled  an  acl  for  rendering 
free  Negroes.  JNIulattoes,  and  Indians  more  nfeful,  and  form- 
ing them  into  companies-,  with  proper  encouragements.  Some 
floops  were  difj^atched  to  the  Zslofquito-fliore ;  and  that  num- 
ber of  Indians  was  brought  into  the  ifland,  formicd  into  com- 
panies under  their  own  officers,  and  allowed  forty  {hillings  a 
month  for  pav,  belides  ftioes  and  other  articles.  White  guides 
were  affigned  to  conduci  them  to  the -enemy,  and  they  gave 
proofs  of  great  fagacity  in  this  fervice.  It  was  their  practice  to 
obferve  the  moft  profound  iilence  in  marching  to  the  enemy's 
quarters ;  and  when  they  had  once  hit  upon  a  track,  they  v.'ere 
fjre  to  difcover  the  haunt  to  which  it  led.  They  effecled  con- 
fiderable  fervice,  andwere,  indeed,  the  m.oft  proper  troops  to 
be  employed  in  that  Ipecies  of  action,  which  is  known  in  Ame- 
rica by  the.  name  of  bi',pi-fighting.  They  were  well  rewarded 
for  their  good  conduct,  and  afterwards  difmiffed  to  their  own 
countrv,  when  the  pacification  took  place  with  the  Maroons. 

For  in  1738,  Governor  Trelawney,  by  the  advice  of  the 
principal  grentlemen  of  the  ifland,  propofed  overtures  of  peace 
with  the  jNIaroon  chiefs.  Both  parties  v/ere  now  grown  heaj-tily 
wearied  out  with  this  tedious  conflict.  The  white  inhabitants 
wifhed  relief  from  the  horrors  of  continual  alarms,  the  hard- 
fliip  of  military  duty,  and  the  intolerable  burthen  of  maintain- 
ino-  the-  armv.  The  Maroons  were  not  lefs  anxious  for  an  ac- 
commodation :  they  were  hemmed-  in,  and  clofely  befet  on  all 
fides;  their  proviiions  deftroyed,  and  themfelves  reduced  to  {o 
miferable  a  condition,  bv  famine  and  inceiTant  attacks,  that 
Cudjoc  afterwards  declared,  that  if  peace  had  not  been  ortered 
to  them,  they  had  no  choice  left  but  either  to  be  ftarved,  lay 
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-'x/iolent  hands  on  themfelves,  orfjrrender  to  the  Englifli  at 
difcretion.  The  extremity  of  their  cafe,  however,  was  not  at 
that  time  known  to  the  white  inhabitants,  and  their  number 
was  uippofed  to  be  twice  as  great  as  it  was  afterwards  found 

■  to  be.  The  articles  of  pacification  (which  I  have  fubjoined) 
were  therefore  ratified  with  the  Maroon  chiefs,  and  fifteen 
hundred  acres  of  land  affigned  to  one  b'jdy  of  them*,  and  one 
tl:>oufand  acres  to  another,  which  the  legiflature  fecured  to  them 
and  their  poflerity  in  perpetuity.  The  AiTernbly,  by  fubfequent 
laws,  augmented  the  premium  allowed  the  Maroons  for  appre- 
hending fugitive  flaves,  to  three  pounds  per  headland  they 
paiTed  many  other  regnlations  for  their  hetHer  government  and 
protedion,  for  preventing  their  :purcbafing  and  harbouring 
negro  (laves,  and  for  direfting  in  what,  manner  they  Oiould  be 
tried  in  the  cafe  of  felony,  and  other  crimes,  commiitted  ao-ainft 
the  whites-]:;  and  thus  an  end  was  at  length  happily  put  to  this 

tedious 


'  *  This  was  "the  body  that  fettled  in  Trelawney  Town,  and  are  the  anceftors  of 
thofe  who  have  lately  taken  up  arms.  The  other  JVlaroon  negroes  were  thofe  of 
Accompong  Town,  Crawford  Town,  and  Nanny  Town,  to  each  of  which  lands 
were  allotted.  The  aggregate  number  in  1795,  was  about  1600  men,  women,  and 
children. 

t  On  complaint  made,  on  oath,  to  a  juftice  of  peace,  of  any  felony,  burglary, 
robbery,  or  other  offence  whatfoever,  having  been  committed  by  Maroon  neo-roef, 
he  is  required  to  grant  a  warrant  to  apprehend  the  offenders,  and  to  have  all  perfons 
brought  before  him,  or  fome  other  juftice,  that  can  give  evidence;  and  if,  upon 
examination,  it  appears  that  there  are  grounds  for  publick  trial,  the  juftice  is  to 
commit  the  accufed,  unlefs  the  offence  be  bailable,  and  bind  over  the  witneffes. 
They  are  to  be  tried  where  the  quarter  feffions  are  held,  or  where  parochial  bufmefs 
is  ufually  tranfaiSled,  in  the  following  manner: — The  juftice  is  to  call  in  two  other 
juftices  (who  muft  attend,  or  forfeit  twenty  pounds  each),  and  they  are  to  fummon 
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tedious  and  ruinous  conteft;  a  contelt  \^'hich,  while  it  lalled, 
feemed  to  portend  nothing  lefs  than  the  ruin  of  the  whole 
colons'. 

Articles  of  pacijicatmi  iv'ith  the  Alar  cons  of  'TrelaxViiey  ^foivn^ 
cojicluded  March  the  frf,   1 738. 

Lv  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  Whereas  Captain  Cudjoe, 
Captain  Accompong,  Captain  Johnny,  Captain  CufFee,  Cap- 
tain Quaco,  and  feveral  other  negroes,  their  dependents  and 
adherents,  have  been  in  a  il:ate  of  war  and  hofrllity,  for  feveral 
years  paft-,  againft  our  fovereign  lord  the  King,  and  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  iflane;  and  whereas  peace  and  friendfhip  among 
mankind,  and  the  preventing  the  effufion  of  blood,  is  agreeable 
to  God,  confonant  to  reafon,  and  defired  by  every  good  man ; 
and  whereas  his  jMajeflv,  King  George  the  Second,  King  of 
Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  of  Jamaica  Lord,  Defender 
of  the  Faith,  &c.  has,  by  his  letters  patent,  dated  February 
the  twenty-fourth,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  thirty- 
eio-ht,  in  the  twelfth  vear  of  his  reign,  g;ranted  full  power  and 

fifteen  perfons,  fuch  as  are  ufually  impanelled  to  ferve  on  juries,  to  appear  at  a  fpe- 
ciiied  time,  who  forfeit  hve  pounds  each  if  they  neglecl.  There  muft  be  ten  days 
between  the  complaint  and  the  trial.  Of  the  fifteen  perfons  fummoned,  the  firfl: 
twelve  who  appear  are  to  compofe  a  jury.  If  the  Maroon  be  found  guilty,  the 
jufHces  may  give  fencence,  according  to  law,  of  death,  tranfportatlon,  publicic 
whipping,  cr  confinement  to  hard  labour  for  not  more  than  twelve  months.  Execu- 
tion of  v.'omen  v.'ith  child  is  to  be  refpited  until  a  reafonable  time  after  delivery;  and 
where  fentence  of  death  or  tranfportatlon  fhall  be  pafled  (except  for  rebelhous  con- 
fpiraciesj)  execution  is  to  be  refpited  until  the  Governor's  pleasure  be  fignified;  the 
juflices  may  alfo  refpite  the  execution  of  ony  other  fentence  till  his  pleafure  be 
knov/n,  if  they  fee  caufe.  Where  feveral  are  capitally  con'/icled  for  the  fame 
offence,  one  only  is  to  fuff«r  death,  except  for  murder  or  rebellion.  , 
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authority  to  John  Guthrie  and  Francis  Sadler,  Elquires,  to  ne- 
gotiate and  finally  conclude  a,  treaty  of  peace  and  friendfhip  wifk 
the  aforefaid  Captain  Cudjoe,  and  the  red  of  his  captains,  ad- 
herents, and  others  his   men;    they  mutually,    fuicerelv,    and 
amicably  have  agreed  to  the  folio wing-a-rticles:  Firfr,  That  all 
hofiilities  lliall  ceafe  on  both  fides  for  ever.     Secondly,  That 
the  faid  Captain   Cudjoe,  the  reft   of  his   captains,  adherents, 
and  men,  fhall  be  for  ever  hereafter  in  a  perfe6l  fiate  of  freedom 
and  liberty^  excepting  thofe  who  have  been  taken  by  them,  or 
fled   to  them,  within  two  vears  laft  pad:,  if  fuch  are  v.'ilhno-  to 
return  to  their  faid  mafters  and  ov/ners,  with  full  pardon  and 
indemnity  from  their  faid  mafters  or  owners  for  v/hat  is  paft; 
provided  always,  that,   if  they  are  not  willing  to  return,  they 
fhall  remain  in   fubjeftion  to  Captain  Cucljoe  and  in  friendfhip 
with    us,    according    to    the    form    and    tenor   of  this    treaty. 
Thirdly,  That  they  fliall  enjoy  and  poffefs,  for  themfelves  and 
pofterity  for  ever,  all  the  lands  fituate  and  lying  betweea  Tre- 
lawney.Tovvn  and  the  Cockpits,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred acres,  bearing  north-weft  from  the  faid  Trelawney  Town^ 
Fourthly,  That  they  fliall  have  liberty  to  plant  the  faid  lands 
with  cofi'ee,  cocoa,  ginger,  tobacco,  and  cotton,  and  to  breed 
cattle,  hogs,  goats,  or  any  other  fiock,  and  difpofe  of  the  pro- 
duce or  increafe  of  the  faid  commodities  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  ifland;    provided   always,    that   when  they  bring  the  faid 
commodities  to  market,  they  fhall  apply  firif  to  the  cuftos,  or 
any  other  magiftrate  of  the  ref|)e6live  pariflies  where  they  ex- 
pofe  their  goods  to  fale,  for  a  licenfe  to  vend  the  fame.     Fifth- 
ly, That  Captain  Cudjoe,  and  all  the  Captain's  adherents,  and 
people  now  in  fubjeclion  to  him,  ftiall  all  live  together  within 
the  bounds  of  Trelawney  Town,  and  that  they  have  liberty  to 
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hunt  where  they  fnall  think  fit,  except   withui  three   miles  of 
anv   fettlement,  cra\^'],  or  pen;  provided  ahvays,  that  in  cale 
the  hunters  of  Captain  Cudjoe  and  thofe  ot  other  fettlements 
meet,  then  the  hogs  to  be  equally  divided  between  both  parties. 
Sixthly,  That  the  faid  Captain  Cudjoe,  and  his  fuccefTors,  do 
life  their  beft   endeavours  to  take,    kill^    fuppreis,    or  deftroy, 
either  by  themfelves,  or  jointly  with  any  other  number  of  men, 
commanded  on  that  fervice  by  his  excellency  the  Governor,  or 
Commander  in  Chief  for  the  time  being,  all  rebels  wherefoever 
they  be,  throughout  this  ifiand,  unlets  they  fubmit  to  the  lame 
terms  of  accomm.odation  granted   to  Captain  Cudjoe,  and  his 
fuccefTors.      Seventhly,  That   in   cafe  this  ifiand  be  invaded  by 
any  foreign  enemy,  the  faid  Captain  Cudjoe,  and  his  luccelTors 
hereinafter  named  or  to  be  appointed,  fhall  then,  upon   notice 
given,  immediately  repair  to  any  place  the  Governor  for  the  time 
being  fhall  appoint,   in  order  to  repel  the  faid  invaders  with  his 
or  their  utmoll:  force,  and  to  fubmit  to  the  orders  of  the  Con:i- 
mander  in  Chief  on  that  occafion.      Eighthly,    That   if  any 
white  man  fliall  do  any  manner  of  injury  to  Captain  Cudjoe, 
his  fjcceffors,  or  any  of  his  cr  their  people,  they  fnall  apply  to 
anv  commanding  officer  or  m.agifirate  in  the  neighbourhood  for 
juftice;  and  in  cafe  Captain  Cudjoe^  or  any  of  his  people^  fnall  do 
any  injury  to  a?iy  %vhite  perfon,  he  fiat  I  fubmit  hinfelf  or  deliver 
up  fuch  offenders  to  jufice.     Ninthly,  That  if  any  negro  fhall 
hereafter  run  away  from  their  mafters  or  ovv'ners,  and  fall  into 
Captain  Cudjoe's  hands,  thevfliall  immediately  befent  back  to 
the  chief  magiftrate  of  the  next  parifh  where  they  are  taken; 
and  thofe  that  brins;  them  are  to  be  fatisfied  for  their  trouble, 
as   the   legiflature  fhall  appoint*      Tenth,    That  all   negroes 
*  The  AfTembly  granted  a  premium  of  thirty  iliiUings  for  each   fugitive   (lave 
returned  to  his  owner  by  the  Maroons,  befides  expences. 
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taken,  fmce  the  raifing  of  this  party  by  Captain  Cudjoe's  peo]}Ie,. 
fhall    imn:iediately    be    returned.       Eleventh,     That    Captain 
Cudjoe,  and  his  Ihcceffors,  fhail  wait  on  his  Excellencv,  or  the 
Commander  in  Chief  for  the  time  being,  every  year,  if  there- 
unto required.      Twelfth,    That   Captain  Cudjoe,  during  his. 
life,  and  the  captains  fucceeding  him,  fhall  have  full  pov/er  to 
inflia  any  puniihment  they  think  proper  for  crimes  committed 
by   their   men    am.ong    themfelves,    death    only    excepted;    in 
which  cafe,  if  the  Captain  thinks  they  deferve  death,  he  fhall 
be  obliged  to  bring  them  before  any  juftice  of  the  peace,  who 
Ihall  order  proceedings  on  their  trial  equal  to  thofe  of  other  free 
negroes.     Thirteenth,  That  Captain  Cudjoe,  with  his  people,, 
fhall  cut,   clear^    and  keep  open,  large  and  convenient  roads 
from  Trelawney  Town  to  Weftmorland  and  St.  James's,  and 
if  poffible  to  St.  Elizabeth's.     Fourteenth,    That  two  white 
men,  to  be  nominated  by  his  Excellency,  or  the  Commander 
in  Chief  for  the  time  being,  fliall  conftantly  live  and  refide  with 
Captain   Cudjoe  and   his   fucceffors,    in   order   to   maintain  a 
friendly  correfpondence  with  the  inhabitants- of  this  ifland.     Fif- 
teenth, That  Captain  Cudjoe  fhall,  during  his  life,  be  Chief" 
Commander  in  Trelawney  Town;  after  his  deceafe  the  com- 
mand to  devolve  on  his  brother  Captain  Accompong;  and  in 
cafe  of  his  deceafe,  on  his  next  brother  Captain  Johnny;  and,, 
faihng  him.  Captain  CufFee  fhall  fucceed ;  who  is  to  be  fucceed- 
ed  by  Captain  Quaco;  and  after  all  their  demifes,  the  Gover- 
nor, or  Commander  in  Chief  for  the  time  being,  fhall  appoint,, 
from  time  to  time,  whom  he  thinks  fit  for  that  commands 

In  teflimany,  &c,  &c„ 
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1  HE  preceding  Seftion  confifts  chiefly  of  an  extra61  from. 
the  Hiftory  of  Jamaica,  by  Edward  Long,  Efq.  pnb- 
llfhed  in  1774,  whofe  account  I  have  chofen  to  adopt,  rather 
than  offer  a  narrative  of  my  own,  for  two  reafons  ;  firft, 
becaufe  I  have  nothing  to  add,  concerning  the  origin  of  the 
Maroons,  to  what  Mr.  Long  has  fo  dill:in6i:ly  related  ;  and,  fe- 
condly,  becaufe  its  adoption  exempts  me  from  all  fafpicioir 
of  having  fabricated  a  tale,  calculated  to  juftify  certain  circum- 
ftances  and  tranfa61:ions,  of  which  complaint  was  lately  made^ 
in  the  Britifli  Parliament*,  and  to  which  due  attention  flialE 
hereafter  be  paid.  In  the  meanwhile,  I  fhall  take  up  and  con- 
tinue the  fubje6l  where  Mr.  Long  left  it,,  beginning  with  fome 
refledions  on  the  fituation,  chara6ter,  manners  and  habits  of 
life  of  the  Maroon  negroes  ;  and  thus  tracing  the  eaufe  of  their 
late  revolt  to  its  origin. 

The  claufe  in  the  treaty,  by  which  thefe  people  were  com- 
pelled to  refide  within  certain  boundaries  in  the  interior 
country,  apart  from  all  other  negroes,  was  founded,  probably, 
on  the  apprehenfion  that,  by  fufFering  them  to  intermix  with 
the  negroes  in  flavery,  the  example  which  they  would  thereby 
continually  prefent  of  iliccefsful  hoftility,  might  prove  conta- 
gious, and  create  in  the  minds  of  the  (laves  an  impatience  of 
fubordination,  and  a  difpofition  for  revolt:  but  time  has  abun- 
dantly proved  that  it  was  an  ill-judged  and  a  fatal  regulation.. 
The  Maroons,  inftead  of  being  efl:ablifhed  ijito  feparate  hordes. 

*  March  1796. 
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■or  communities,  in  the  frrongeil:  parts  of  the  interior  country, 
fliould  have  been  encouraged  by  all  poffible  means  to  frequent 
the  towns  and  to  intermix  with  the  neg-roes  at  ]aro;e.  All  dif- 
tindion  between  the  Maroons  and  the  other  free  blacks  would 
foon  have  been  loft  ;  for  the  greater  number  would  have  pre- 
vailed over  the  lefs  :  whereas  the  policy  of  keeping  them  a  dif- 
tin6l  people,  continually  inured  to  arms,  introduced  among 
them  what  the  French  call  an  e/prd  Je  corps,  or  a  community 
of  fentiments  and  interefts ;  and  coiicealino-  from  them  the 
powers  and  refources  of  the  whites,  taught  them  to  feel,  and  at 
the  fame  time  highly  to  overvalue,  their  own  relative  ftrengtk 
and   importance. 

It  has  been  urged  againft  the  colonial  legiflature,  as  another, 
and  a  ftill  greater,  overfight,  that  after  the  concluliou  of  the 
treaty,  no  m.anner  of  attention  was  given  to  the  improvement 
of  thefe  ignorant  people  in  civilization  and  morals.  The  office 
of  Supenntendant,  it  has  been  faid,  and  I  believe  trulv,  was 
commonly  beftowed  on  perfons  of  no  education  or  confequence, 
and  foon  became  a  nxexe  fmecure.  Mr.  Long  obferved,  many 
years  ago,  that  the  Maroons  would  probably  prove  more  faith- 
ful allies,  and  better  liibjeds,  if  pains  were  taken  to  inftil  into 
their  minds  a  few  notions  of  honefty  and  religion  ;  and  the 
eftablifliment  of  fchools,  and  the  ereftion  of  a  chapel  in  each  of 
the  towns,  were  recommended  as  meafures  of  indifpeni^vble 
neceflity. 

That  thefe  obfervations  are  altogether  ill  founded,  I  will 
not  prefume  to  affirm.  Man,  in  his  favage  ftate,  in  all  parts 
of  the  world,  is  the  flave  of  fuperftition  ;  and  it  is  the  duty  and 
policy  of  a  good  government    (let  its  l}-ft-em  of  religion  be  what 
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it  may)  to  dire61  the  weakneffcs  of  our  fellovv'  creatures  to  the 
promotion  of  their  happinefs.  The  Chriuian  is  not  only  the 
beft  iy-ftem  of  religion  calculated  for  the  attainment  of  that 
end,  but,  by  leading  the  mind  to  the  knowledge  of  truth  and 
imm^ortality,  contributes  more  than  any  other  to  amend  the 
heart,  and  exalt  the  human  charafter. 

Of  this  high  and  important  truth  I  hope  that  I  am  full7 
fenfible  :  Yet  I  cannot  fupprefs  the  opinion  which  I  have  long 
fince  entertained,  that  the  converfion  of  favage  m.en,  from  a 
life  of  barbarity  to  the  knowledge  and  pra6tice  of  Chriftianity, 
is  a  work  of  much  greater  difficulty  than  many  pious  and  ex- 
cellent perfons  in  Great  Britain   feem  fondly  to  imap-ine. 

Concerning  the  Maroons,  they  are  in  general  ignorant  of 
our  language,  and  all  of  them  attached  to  the  gloomy  fuperfti- 
tions  of  Africa  (derived  from  their  anceflors)  with  fuch  enthu- 
fiaftick  zeal  and  reverential  ardour,  as  I  think  can  only  be  era- 
dicated with  their  lives.  The  Gentoos  of  India  are  not,  I  con- 
ceive, m.ore  fincere  in  their  faith,  than  the  negroes  of  Guinea 
in  believing  the  prevalence  of  Obi  *,  and  the  fupernatural  power 
of  their  Obeah  men.  Obftacles  like  thefe,  accompanied  with 
the  fierce  and  fordid  manners  which  I  fliall  prefently  defcribe, 
few  clergymen  would,  I  think,  be  pleafed  to  encounter,  leit 
they  mJght  experience  all  the  iufFerings,  without  acquiring  the 
glory  of  martyrdom. 

Under  difadvantao-es  of  fuch  mao-nltude  was  founded  the 

D  O 

iirft  legal  eftablifhment  of  our  Maroon  allies  in.  Jamaica.     Inur- 
ed, for  a  long  feries  of  years,    to   a  life   of  warfare  within  the 
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ifland,  it  is  a  matter  of  aflionifhment  that  they  fubmitted,  for 
any  length  of  time,  to  any  l^flem  of  fubordination  or  govern- 
ment whatever.  It  is  probable  they  were  chiefly  induced  to 
rcinain  quiet  by  the  great  encouragement  that  was  held  out  to 
them  for  the  apprehending  fugitive  flaves,  and  being  allowed 
-to  range  over  the  uncultivated  country  without  interruption, 
pofTeffing  an  immenfe  wildernefs  for  their  hunting  grounds. 
Thefe  purfuits  gave  full  employm.e'nt  to  the  reftlefs  and  turbu- 
lent among  them.  Their  game  was  the  wild  boar,  which 
abounds  in  the  interior  parts  of  Jamaica ;  and  the  Maroons 
had  a  method  of  curins;  the  fieVn  without  faking  it.  This 
commodity  they  frequently  brought  to  m.arket  in  the  towns  ; 
and,  with  the  money  arifing  from  the  fale,  and  the  rewards 
which  they  received  for  the  delivery  to  their  owners  of  run- 
away (laves,  they  purchafed  falted  beef,  fpirituous  liquors,  to- 
bacco, fire-arms,  and  ammunition,  fetting  little  or  no  account 
on  clothing  of  any  kind,  and  regarding  as  fuperfluous  and  ufe- 
lefs  mofr  of  thofe  things  which  every  people  in  the  loweft  de- 
gree of  civilization,  would  confider  as  almoft  abfolutely  necei- 
fary  to  human  exiftence. 

Their   lan2;uao;e  was  a  barbarous  difTonance  of  the  African 
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dialefts,  with  a  mixture  of  Spanifli  and  broken  Englifli ;  and 
their  thoughts  and  attention  feemed  wholly  engrofTed  by  their 
prefent  purfuits,  and  the  obje61s  immediately  around  them, 
without  any  reflections  on  the  paft  or  folicitude  for  the  future. 
lii  common  with  all  the  nations  of  Africa,  they  believed,  how- 
ever, as  I  have  obferved,  in  the  prevalence  of  Oai ;  and  the 
authority  which  fuch  of  their  old  men  as  had  the  reputation 
of  wizards,  or  Obeah-meny  pofTeiTed  o\  er  them,  was  foraetimes 
3  very 
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very  fuccefsfull y '  employed   in  keeping  them  in  fubordlnatton 
in  their  chiefs. 

Having,  in  the  refources  that  have  been  mentioned,  the 
means  of  procuring  food  for  their  daily  fupport,  they  had  no 
inchnation  for  the  purfuits  of  fober  induil:ry.  Their  repug- 
nance to  the  labour  of  tilling  the  earth  was  remarkable.  In 
fome  of  their  villages  I  never  could  perceive  any  veftige  of 
culture  ;  but  the  fituation  of  their  towns,  in  fuch  cafes,  was 
generally  in  the  neighbourhood  of  plantations  belonging  to  the 
whites,  from  the  provifion-grounds  of  which  they  either  pur- 
chafed,  or  ftole,  yams,  plantains,  corn,  and  other  efculents. 
When  they  had  no  fupply  of  this  kind,  I  have  fometimes 
obferved  fmall  patches  of  Indian  corn  and  yams,  and  per- 
haps a  few  ftraggling  plantain  trees,  near  their  habitations  ; 
but  the  ground  was  always  in  a  fliocking  ftate  of  neglecl 
and  ruin. 

The  labours  of  the  field,  however,  fuch  as  they  were  (as 
M'ell  as  every  other  Ipecies  of  drudgery)  were  performed  by 
the  women,  who  had  no  other  means  of  clearino-  the  o-reund 
of  the  vaft  and  heavy  woods  with  which  it  is  every  \A'here  in- 
cumbered, than  by  placing  fire  round  the  trunks  of  the  trees, 
till  they  were  confumed  in  the  middle,  and  fell  bv  their  ov  ii 
weight.  It  ^^'as  a  fer\'ice  of  danger  ;  but  the  Maroons,  like 
all  other  favage  nations,  regarded  their  wives  as  fo  many  hearts 
of  burthen  ;  and  felt  no  more  concern  at  the  lofs  of  one  of 
them,  than  a  white  planter  would  have  felt  at  the  lofs  of  a 
bullock.  Polygamy  too,  with  their  other  African  cuftoms, 
prevailed  among  the  Maroons  univerfally.  Some  of  their  prin- 
cipal men  claimed  from  two  to  fix  waves,  and  the   miferies  of 
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their  iltuation  left  thefe  poor  creatures  neither  leifure  nor  incli- 
nation to  quarrel  with  each  other. 

This  fpirit  of  brutality,  which  the  Maroons  always  difplayed 
towards  their  wives,  extended  in  fome  degree  to  their  children. 
The  paternal  authority  was  at  all  times  moll  harfhly  exerted  ; 
but  more  ef|Decially  towards  the  females.  I  have  been  af- 
fured,  that  it  was  not  an  uncommon  circumftance  for  a  father, 
in  a  fit  of  rage  or  drunkennefs,  to  feize  his  own  infant,  which 
had  offended  him  by  crying,  and  dafh  it  againft  a  rock,  with 
a  degree  of  violence  that  often  proved  fatal.  This  he  did  with- 
out any  apprehenfion  of  punifhment ;  for  the  fuperintendant, 
on  fuch  occafions,  generally  found  it  prudent  to  keep  his  dif- 
tance,  or  be  filent.  Nothing  can  more  ftrikingly  demonftrate 
the  forlorn  and  abje6l  condition  of  the  young  women  among 
the  Maroons,  than  the  circumftance  which  every  gentleman, 
who  has  vifited  them  on  feftive  occafions,  or  for  the  gratifica- 
tion of  curiofity,  knows  to  be  true ;  the  offering  their  own 
daughters,  by  the  firft  men  among  them,  to  their  vifitors ;  and 
bringing  the  poor  girls  forward,  with  or  without  their  confent, 
for  the  purpofe  of  proftitution. 

Visits  of  this  kind  were  indeed  but  too  acceptable  both  to 
the  Maroons  and  their  daughters ;  for  they  generally  ended 
in  drunkennefs  and  riot.  The  vifitors  too  were  not  only  fleeced 
of  their  money,  but  were  likewife  obliged  to  ftirnJJJi  the  feaji, 
it  being  indifj^enfably  necefifary,  on  fuch  occafions,  to  fend  before- 
hand wine  and  provifions  of  all  kinds ;  and  if  the  guefts  ex- 
pe6led  to  fleep  on  beds  and  in  linen,  they  muft  provide  thofe 
articles  alfo  for  themfelves.  The  Maroons,  however,  if  the 
party  confifted  of  perfons  of  confequence,  would  confider  them- 
9  feh'es 
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Jelves  as  highly  honoured,  and  would  fupply  wild-boar,  land- 
crabs,  pigeons,  and  fifh,  and  entertain  their  guefts  \yith  a  hearty 
and  boifterous  kind  of  hofpitality,  which  had  at  leaft  the  charms 
of  novelty  and  fingularity  to  recommend  it. 

On  fuch  occafions,  a  mock  fight  always  conftituted  a  part 
of  the  entertainment.  Mr.  Long  has  given  the  followino-  de- 
fcription  of  a  fcene  of  this  kind,  which  was  exhibited  by  the 
Trelawney-Town  Maroons,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Governor, 
ill  1764.  «  No  fooner  (he  obferves)  did  the  horn  found  the 
fignal,  than  they  all  joined  in  a  moft  hideous  yell,  or  war-hoop, 
and  bounded  into  adion.  With  amazing  agility  they  ran,  or 
rather  rolled,  through  their  various  firings  and  evolutions.  This 
part  of  their  exercife,  indeed,  more  juftly  deferves  to  be  filled 
evolution  than  any  that  is  pradifed  by  the  regular  troops ;  for 
they  fire  {looping  almoft  to  the  very  ground  ;  and  no  fooner 
are  their  mufkets  difcharged,  than  they  throw  themfelves  into 
a  fhoufand  antick  geflures,  and  tumble  over  and  over,  fo  as  to 
be  continually  fhifting  their  place  ;  the  intention  of  which  is 
to  elude  the  fhot,  as  well  as  to  deceive  the  aim  of  their  adverfa- 
ries,  which  their  nimble  and  almofl  inflantaneous  chancre  of 
pofition  renders  extremely  uncertain.  When  this  part  of  their 
exercife  was  over,  they. drew  their  fwords ;  and  windino-  their 
horn  again,  began,  in  wild  and  warlike  geflures,  to  advance 
towards  his  Excellency,  endeavouring  to  throw  as  much  favao-e 
fury  into  their  looks  as  poffible.  On  approaching  near  him, 
fome  waved  their  rufly  blades  over  his  head,  then  gently  laid 
them  upon  it ;  whilft  others  clafhed  their  arms  together  in  horrid 
concert.  They  next  brought  their  mulkets,  and  piled  them  up 
in  heaps  at  his  feet,  &:c.  &c." 
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With  all  this  feeming  fury  and  atFefted  bravery,  however^ 
I  fuf])ed  that  they  are  far  below  the  whites  in  perfonal  valour. 
Their  mode  of  fighting  in  real  war,  is  a  fyftem  of  ftratagem, 
bufli-fighting,  and  ambufcade.  I  will  not,  indeed,  affirm  that 
fuch  a  lyftem  alone,  though  it  difplays  no  proof  of  courage,  is 
abfblutely  evidence  to  the  contrary.  I  beheve  it  is  the  natural 
mode  of  attack  and  defence,  and  that  the  pradiee  of  open  war, 
among  civilized  nations,  is  artificial  and  acquired.  It  is  rather 
from  their  abominable  and  habitual  cruelty  to  their  captives, 
and  above  all  to  women  and  children,  and  from  their  fhockine 
enormities  which  they  praftife  on  the  dead  bodies  of  their  ene- 
mies, that  I  infer  the  deficiency  of  the  Maroons,  in  the  virtue 
of  true  courage.  In  their  treatment  of  fugitive  flaves,  they  ma- 
nifeft  a  blood-thirftinefs  of  difpofition,  which  is  otherwife  un- 
accountable ;  for,  although  their  vigilance  is  Simulated  by  the 
proi]De6l  of  reward,  they  can  have  no  poffible  motives  of  re- 
venge or  malice  towards  the  unfortunate  obje61s  of  their  pur- 
fuit :  yet  it  is  notorioufly  true,  that  they  wiih  for  nothing  more 
than  a  pretence  to  put  the  poor  wretches  to  death,  frequently 
maiming  them  without  provocation  ;  and,  until  mile- money 
was  allowed  by  the  legiflature,  oftentimes  bringing  home  the 
head  of  the  fugitive,  inflead  of  the  living  man  ;  making  the 
plea  of  refinance  an  excufe  for  their  barbarity. 

In  the  year  1760,  an  occafion  occurred  of  j)utting  the  cou- 
rage, fidelity,  and  humanity  of  thefe  people  to  the  tefl.  The 
Koromantyn  flaves,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Mary,  rofe  into  rebellion, 
and  the  Maroons  were  called  upon,  according  to  treaty,  to  co- 
operate in  their  fuppreffion.  A  party  of  them  accordingly  ar- 
rived at  the  fcene  of  a61ion,  the  fecond  or  third  day  after  the 
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rebellion  had  broken  out.  The  whites  had  already  defeated 
the  infurgents,  in  a  pitched  battle,  at  Heyivood-Hall,  killed 
eieht  or  nine  of  their  number,  and  driven  the  remainder  into 
the  woods.  The  Maroons  were  ordered  to  purfiie  them,  and 
were  promifed  a  certain  reward  for  each  rebel  thev  might  kill 
or  take  prifoner.  They  accordingly  pa  (bed  into  the  woods, 
and  after  rambling  about  for  a  day  or  two,  returned  with  a 
colleftion  of  human  ears,  which  they  pretended  to  have  cut  off 
from  the  heads  of  rebels  they  had  ilain  in  battle,  the  particulars 
of  which  they  minutely  related.  Their  report  v/as  believed, 
and  they  received  the  money  ftipulated  to  be  paid  them  ;  yet  it 
was  afterwards  found  that  they  had  not  killed  a  man  ;  that  no 
engagement  had  taken  place,  and  that  the  ears  which  they  had 
produced,  had  been  fevered  from  the  dead  negroes  which  had 
lain  unburied  at  Heywood-Hall. 

Some  few  days  after  this,  as  the  P^laroons  and  a  detachment 
of  the  74th  regiment  were  ftationed  at  a  folitary  place,  fur- 
rounded  by  deep  woods,  called  Downs's  Cove,  the  detachment 
was  fiiddenly  attacked  in  the  middle  of  the  night  by  the  rebels. 
The  centinels  were  fhot,  and  the  huts  in  which  the  foldiers 
were  lodged,  were  fet  on  fire.  The  light  of  the  flames,  while 
it  expofed  the  troops,  ferved  to  conceal  the  rebels,-  who  poured 
in  a  fhower  of  mufquetry  from  all  quarters,  and  many  of  the 
foldiers  were  flain.  Major  Forfyth,  who  commanded  the  de- 
tachment, formed  his  men  into  a  fquare,  and  by  keeping  up  a 
brilk  fire  from  all  fides,  at  length  compelled  the  enemy  to  retire. 
During  the  whole  of  this  affair  the  Maroons  were  not  to  be 
found,  and  Forlyth,  for  fome  time,  fufpe6led  that  they  were 
themfelves  the  afTailants.  It  was  dilcovered,  however,  that 
immediately  on  the  attack,  the  whole  body  of  them  had  thrown 
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themfelves  flat  on  the  ground,  and  continued  in  that  pofitiou 
until  the  rebels  retreated,  without  firing  or  receiving  a  fliot. 

A  party  of  them,  indeed,  had  afterwards  the  merit  (a  merit 
of  which  they  loudly  boafted)  of  killing  the  leader  of  the 
rebels.  He  was  a  young  negro  of  the  Koromantyn  nation, 
named  Tackey,  ^nd  it  was  faid  had  been  of  free  condition,  and 
even  a  chieftaiii_,  in  Africa.  This  unfortunate  man,  fiaving 
feen  mofl  of  his  companions  flaughtered,  was  difcovered  wan- 
dering in  the  woods  without  arms  or  clothing,  and  was  imme- 
diately purfued  by  the  Maroons,  in  full  cry.  The  chafe  was 
of  no  long  duration  ;  he  was  fhot  through  the  head  ;  and,  it  is 
painful  to  relate,  but  unqueftionably  true,  that  his  favage  pur- 
iuers,  having  decollated  the  body,  in  order  to  preferve  the 
head  as  the  trophy  of  viftory,  roajled  and  a£iiially  devoured  the 
heart  and  entrails  of  the  wretched  viSlim  *  / 

The  mifconduft  of  thefe  people  in  this  rebellion,  whether 
proceeding  from  cowardice  or  treachery,  was,  however,  over- 
looked. Living  fecluded  from  the  reft  of  the  community,  they 
were  fuppofed  to  have  no  knowledge  of  the  rules  and  reftraints 
to  which  all  other  clafTes  of  the  inhabitants  were  fubjed ;  and 
the  vio-ilance  ofjuftice  (notwithftanding  what  has  recently  hap- 
pened) feldom  purfued  them,  even  for  offences  of  the  moft  atro- 
cious nature. 

In  truth,  it  always  feemed  to  me,  that  the  whites  in  general 

*  The  circumftances  that  I  have  related  concerning  the  condudl  of  the  Maroons, 
in  the  rebellion  of  1760,  are  partly  founded  on  my  own  knowledge  and  perfonal 
obfervation  at  the  time  (having  been  myfelf  prefent)  or  from  the  tefdmony  of  eye- 
witnefTes,  men  of  charader  and  probity.  The  fhocking  fa£t  laft  mentioned 
was  attefled  by  feveral  white  people,  and  was  not  attempted  to  be  denied  or  con- 
cealed by  the  Maroons  themfelves.  They  feemed  indeed  to  make  it  the  fuhjeft  of 
boafting  and  triumph. 

entertained 
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entertained  an  opinion  of  the  ufefulnefs  of  the  Maroons,  which 
no  part  of  their  conduft,  at  any  one  period,  confirmed. — Poffibly 
their  perfonal  appearance  contributed,  in  fome  degree,  to  pre- 
ferve  the  delufion  ;  for,  favage  as.  they  were  in  manners  and 
difpofition,  their  mode  of  hving  and  daily  purfuits  undoubtedly 
ftrengthened  the  frame,  and  ferved  to  exalt  them  to  great  bodily 
perfedion.  Such  fine  perfons  are  feldom  beheld  among  any 
other  clafs  of  African  or  native  blacks.  Their  demeanour  is 
lofty,  their  walk  firm,  and  their  perfons  ere^.  Every  motion 
difplays  a  combination  of  ftrength  and  agility.  The  mufcles 
(neither  hidden  nor  depreffed  by  clothing)  are  very  prominent 
and  flrongly  marked.  Their  fight  withal  is  wonderfully  acute, 
and  their  hearing  remarkably  quick.  Thefe  charafterifticks, 
however,  are  common,  I  believe,  to  all  favage  nations,  in  warm 
and  temperate  climates  ;  and,  like  other  favages,  the  Maroons 
have  only  thofe  fenfes  perfect,  which  are  kept  in  conftant  exer- 
cife.  Their  fmell  is  obtufe,  and  their  tafle  fo  depraved,  that 
I  have  feen  them  drink  new  rum  frefh  from  the  flill,  in  pre- 
ference to  wine  which  I  offered  them  ;  and  I  remember,  at  a 
great  feftival  in  one  of  their  towns,  which  I  attended,  that 
their  higheft  luxury,  in  point  of  food,  was  fome  rotten  beef, 
which  had  been  originally  falted  in  Ireland,  and  which. was 
probably  prefented  to  them,  by  fome  perfon  who  knew  their 
tafte,  becaufe  it  was  putrid. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  Maroon  negroes  of  Jamaica, 
previous  to  their  late  revolt;  and  the  picture  which  1  have 
drawn  of  their  chara6ler  and  manners,  was  delineated  from 
the  life,  after  long  experience  and  obfervation.  Of  that  revolt 
I  fiiall  now  proceed  to  defcribe  the  caufe,  progrefs,  and  termi- 
nation; and,  if  I  know  myfelf,  without  partiality  or  prejudice. 
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In  the  month  of  July  1795,  two  Maroons  from  Trelawney 
Town,  havhig  committed  a  felony  in  ftealing  fome  pigs, 
were  apprehended,  fent  to  Montego  Bay,  and  there  tried  for 
the  offence,  according  to  law.  Having  been  found  guilty  by  the 
jury,  the  magiftrates  ordered  each  of  them  to  receive  thirty- 
nine  lafhes  on  the  bare  back.  The  fentence  was  executed  ac- 
cordiiigly.  They  were  whipped  in  the  workhoufe,  by  the 
black  overfeer  of  the  workhoufe  negroes  ;  the  perfon  whofe 
office  it  is  to  infli6l  punifhment  on  liich  occafions.  The  of- 
fenders were  then  immediately  difcharged  ;  and  they  went  oft, 
with  lome  of  their  companions,  abuling  and  infulting  every 
white  perfon  whom  they  met  in  the  road. 

On  their  return  to  Trelawney  Town,  and  giving  an  account 
of  what  had  pafTed,  the  whole  body  of  Maroons  immediately 
aflembled  ;  and  after  violent  debates  and  altercations  among 
themfelves,  a  party  of  them  repaired  to  Captain  Crafkell,  the 
fuperintendant,  and  ordered  him,  in  the  name  of  the  whole,  to 
quit  the  town  forthv\'ith,  under  pain  of  death.  He  re- 
tired to  Vaughan's  field,  a  plantation  in  the  neighbourhood  ; 
and  exerted  himfelf,  by  friendly  mefTages  and  otherwife,  to 
pacify  the  Maro£)ns  ;  but  without  effed.  They  fent  a  written 
defiance  to  the  magiftrates  of  Montego  Bay,  declaring  their  in- 
tention to  meet  the  white  people  in  arms,  and  threatening  to 
attack  the  town  on  the  20th  of-  that  month  (July).     In   the 

meanwhile 
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meanvvbile  an  attempt  was  made  on  Captain  Crafkell's  life,  and 
he  very  narrowly  cfcaped. 

Alarmed  by  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  and  the  intelligence 
which  was  received  of  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the  Ma- 
roons, the  maglflrates  applied  to  General  Palmer,  requeftino-. 
him  t'j  call  out  the  militia  ;  which  was  done ;  and  the  General 
fent  an  exprefs  to  the  Earl  of  Balcarres,  in  Spanifh  Town, 
praying  his  Lordfliip  to  lend  down  a  detachment  of  the  Jamaica 
dragoons.  Eighty  men  were  accordingly  fent,  well  accoutred 
and  mounted. 

The  militia  aifembled  on  the  19th  of  July,  to  the  number  of 
four  hundred  ;  and  \^-hile  they  were  Vvaiting  for  orders,  one  of 
the  Maroons,  armed  ^vith  a  lance,  made  his  appearance,  and 
informed  the  com.manding  officer,  that  they  wifhed  to  have  a 
conference  in  Trelawney  Town,  with  John  Tharp,  Efq.  (the 
Cuftos  and  Chief  .Magiftrate  of  Trelawney)  MefTrs.  Stewart 
and  Hodges,  the  Members  in  the  Affembly,  and  Jarvis  Galli- 
more,  Efq.  Colonel  of  the  Militia. 

As  this  meffage  feemed  to  manifefl  a  difinclination,  on  the 
part  of  the  chief  body  of  the  Maroons,  to  proceed  to  hoflilities, 
the  gentlemen  above  named  very  readily  accepted  the  invita- 
tion, and  proceeded  to  the  town  the  next  day  (the  20th.) 
Th^y  were  accompanied  by  Colonel  Thomas  Reed,  of  the  St. 
James's  militia,  a  very  diflinguifhed  and  gallant  officer,  and  a 
man  of  the  higheft  honour  and  character ;  by  other  perfons  of 
confideration  ;  and  alfo  by  Major  James,  whofe  fon  had  for- 
merly acled  as  fuperintendant  of  the  town,  who  was  himfelf 
fuperintendant-general  of  all  the  Maroon  towns  in  the  ifland, 
and  was  fuppofed  to  have  more  weight,  and  to   poflefs  greater 
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influence,    with    the  Maroons,    than    any   o^ther    man    in     the 
country. 

The  Maroons  received  them  under  arms.  There  appeared 
about  three  hundred  able  men,  all  of  whom  had  painted  their 
faces  for  battle,  and  feemed  ready  for  aftion  ;  and  they  be- 
haved with  fo  much  infolence,  that  the  gentlemen  were  at  firft 
exceedingly  alarmed  for  their  own  fafety.  A  conference  how- 
ever enfued  ;  in  which  it  was  obfervable  that  the  Maroons 
complained — not  of  the  injufiice  or  feverity  of  the  punifhment 
which  had  been  inflided  on  two  of  their  companions ;  but  of 
the  difgrace  which  they  infifted  the  magiflrates  of  Montego 
Bay  had  put  on  their  whole  body,  by  ordering  the  punifliment 
to  be  infli61ed  in  the  workhoufe  by  the  black  overfeer  or  driver, 
and  in  the  prefence  of  fugitive  and  felon  negro  flaves,  many  of 
vv'hom  they  had  themfelves  apprehended  *.  They  concluded  by 
demanding  reparation  for  this  indignity  ;  an  addition  to  the 
lands  they  poflefTed  ;  the  difmiffion  of  Capt.  Crafkell,  and  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  James,  their  former  fuperuitendant. 

The  gentlemen  had  certainly  no  authority  to  agree  to  any  of 
thefe  requifitions,  they  promifed  however  to  fiate  their  griev- 
ances to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  to  recommend  to  the 
legiflature  to  2;rant  them  an  addition  of  land.  In  the  mean- 
while,  they  affured  the  Maroons  they  would  requeft  the  Go- 
vernor to  provide  otherwife  for  Capt.  Cralkell  their  fuperintend- 
ant,  and  to  re-appoint  in  his  room  their  favourite  Mr.  James. 


•  It  certainly  is  to  be  wifhed,  that  fome  little  attention  had  been  paid,  by  the  ma- 
giftrates,  to  the  pride  or  the  prejudices  of  the  A-Iaroons  in  this  refpeft.  The  law 
however  is  wholly  filent  on  this  head,  and  the  court  had  a  right  to  exercife  its  d;f- 
cretion. 

With 
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With  tbefeaffj ranees  the  Maroons  feemecl  pacified,  and  declared 
they  had  nothing  further  to  alk  ;  and  the  gentlemen,  having 
difiributed  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  amongft  them,  re- 
turned to  INlontego  Bay. 

It  foon  appeared,  however,  that  the  Maroons,  in  defiring  this 
conference,  were  aduated  folely  by  motives  of  treachery..  They 
were  apprized  that  a  fleet  of  150  Ihips  was  to  fail  for  Great 
Britain  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  ;  and  they  knew  that  very 
few  Britifh  troops  remained  in  the  ifland,  except  the  ^^d  regi- 
ment, and  that  this  very  regiment  was,  at  that  junfture,  under 
orders  to  embark  for  St.  Domingo  ;  they  hoped,  therefore,  by 
the  fpecious  and  delufn-e  appearance  of  defiring  a  conference, 
to  quiet  the  fufpicion,  until  the  July  fleet  was  failed,  and  the 
regulars  fairly  departed.  In  the  ir.eanwhile,  they  pleafed  them- 
felves  with  the  hope  of  prevailing  on  the  negro  flaves  through- 
out the  iiland  to  join  them  :  and  by  rifing  in  a  mafs,  to  enable 
them  to  exterminate  the  whites  at  a  hlow. 

The  very  day  the  conference  was  held,  they  began  tamper- 
ino-  with  the  negroes  on  the  numerous  and  extenfive  planta- 
tions in  the  neighbourhood  of  Montego  Bay  *.  On  fome  of 
thefe  plantations  their  emiffaries  were  cordially  received  and 
fecreted  :  on  others,  the  flaves  themfelves  voluntarily  apprized 
their  overfeers,  that  the  Pslaroons  ^vere  endeavouring  to  feduce 
them  from  their  allegiance.  Information  of  this  nature  was 
tranfmitted  from   many  refpeclable   quarters  ;  but  moft  of  the 

(gentlemen  who  had  vifited  the  Maroons  on  the  20th,   were  fo 
o 

*  Trelawney  Town  is  fituated  within  twenty  miles  of  the  town  and  harbour  of 
Montego  Bay. 
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confident  of  their  fidelity  and  affeaion,  that  the  Governor, 
_  dllbeheving  the  charges  agalnfl  them,  was  prevailed  on  to  let 
the  troops  embark  as  originally  intended,  and  they  aftuallv 
failed  from  Port  Royal  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  under 
convoy  of  the  Succefs  frigate. 

In  the  courfe  of  that,  and  the  two  fucceeding  days,  however, 
fuch  intelligence  was  received  at  the  Government  houfe,  as  left 
no  poffible  room  to  doubt  the  treachery  of  thefe  faithful  and 
afe&lonate  people  ;  and  the  earl  of  Balcarres,  with  that  promp- 
titude and  decifion  which  diftinguifli  his  charader,  determined 
on  a  line  of  conduft  adapted  to  the  importance  of  the  occafion. 
The  courfe  from  Port  Royal  to  St.  Domingo  (as  the  reader  is 
perhaps  informed)  is  altogether  againfl  the  wind,  and  there  is 
iometimes  a  flrong  lee  current ;  as  was  fortunately  the  cafe  at 
this  jun6lure.  Thefe  were  favourable  circumilances,  and 
afforded  the  Governor  rooin  to  hope  that  the  tranfports  which 
conveyed  the  troops  might  poffibly  be  overtaken  at  fea,  by  a 
faft  failing  boat,  from  the  eaft  end  of  the  iiland,  furnifhed  with 
oars  for  rowing  in  the  night.  His  Lordfhip  was  not  miftaken  ; 
the  boat  which  was  provided  came  up  with  them  on  the  2d  of 
Auguft,  off  the  north-eaff  end  of  Jamaica,  and  delivered  orders 
to  Captain  Pigot  of  the  Succefs,  forthwith  to  change  his  courfe, 
and  proceed  with  the  tranfports  down  the  noith  fide  of  the 
Ifland  of  Montego  Bay.  Captain  Pigot  immediately  obeyed  ; 
and  it  is  probable  that  by  this  happy  accident  the  country  was 
laved. 

The   83d  regiment,  confifling  of  upwards  of  one  thoufand 

effe6live  men,  commanded  by  Colonel  Fitch,  landed  at  Montego 

Bay  on  Tuefday  the  4th  of  Auguft.    At  this  moment,  although 

2  the 
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the  mllkia  of  this  part  of  the  country  were  under  arms,  and 
had  been  jomed  by  the  detachment  of  hght  dragoons,  the 
iitmoft  anxiety  v/as  viiible  in  every  countenance.  The  July 
fleet  was  failed  ;  and  the  certainty  that  the  INIaroons  had  col- 
Jefted  great  quantities  of  arms  and  ammunition  ;— that  they 
had  been  tampering  v-ith  the  flaves,  and  the  uncertainty  of  the 
fuccefs  and  extent  of  their  machinations,  had  caft  a  gloom  on 
the  face  of  every  man  ;  and  while  rumours  of  plots  and  con- 
fpiracies  diftracled  the  minds  of  the  ignorant,  m.any  among  the 
moft  thoughtful  and  confiderate,  anticipated  all  the  horrors  of 
St.  Domingo,  and  in  imagination  already  beheld  their  houfes 
and  plantations  in  flames,  and  their  wives  and  children  bleed- 
ing under  the  fwords  of  the  moft  mercilefs  of  afTaffins. 

The  fudden  and  unexpefted  arrival  of  lb  powerful  a  rein- 
forcement, in  the  moft  critical  moment,  immediately  chano-ed 
the  fcene.  But  further  meafures  were  adopted.  By  the  ad- 
vice of  a  council  of  war,  compofed  chiefly  of  members  of  the 
Allembly,  the  Governor  put  the  whole  ifland  under  martial 
law.  A  farther  reinforcement  of  130  well-mounted  drao-oons, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Sandford,  and  a  detachment  of 
100  men  of  the  62d  regiment,  were  fent  down  on  the  3d  : 
Colonel  ^\■alpole,  with  150  difmounted  dragoons,  embarked  at  • 
the  fame  time  for  Black  River,  to  command  the  forces  of  St. 
Elizabeth  and  Weftmoreland,  and  on  the  mornino-  of  the  4th, 
the  Governor  himfelf  left  Spanifh  Town  for  ^Jonte^o  Bav  • 
determined  to  command  on  the  fcene  of  a61ion  in  perfon. 

Tke  reader  will  eafily  conceive,  that  meafures  of  fuch 
extent  and  magnitude  were  not  adopted  folely  in  the  belief 
that  the  Maroons  alone  \vere  concerned.     It  muft  be  repeated, 

that 
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that  the  moft  certaui  and  abundant  proofs  had  been  tranfmitted 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  of  their  attempts  to  create  a  general 
revolt  of  the  enflaved  negroes,  and  it  was  impoffible  to  forefee 
the  refalt.  The  fituation  of  the  (laves,  under  prevaihng  cir- 
cumftances,  reo.uired  the  moft  ferious  attention.  V/ith  the  re- 
cent examples  'before  their  eyes  of  the  dreadful  inlurredion  in 
St.  Domingo,  they  had  been  accuftomed,  for  the  preceding 
feven  years^  to  hear  of  nothing  but  Mr.  Wilberforce,  and  his 
efforts  to  ferve  them  in  Great  Britain.  Means  of  information 
were  not  wanting.  Inftruftors  were  conftantly  found  among 
the  black  fervants  continually  returning  from  England  ;  and 
I  have  not  the  fmalleft  doubt  that  the  negroes  on  every  plan- 
tation in  the  Vveft  Indies,  were  taught  to  believe  that  their 
mafters  were  generally  confidered  in  the  mother-country,  as  a 
fet  of  odious  and  abominable  mifcreants,  whom  it  was  laudable 

to  maffacre  1 

The  wifdom,  decifion,  and  activity  of  the  Earl  of  Balcarres, 
on  the  prefent  occafion,  defeated  their  projefts.  The  effeft  of 
his  Lordfliip's  condua  thenceforward,  on  the  minds  of  the  en- 
flaved negroes  throughout  the  whole  country,  was  wonderful. 
Submlffio'^i,  tranquillity,  and  good  order  prevailed  univerially 
among  them.  The  circumftance  attending  the  return  of  the 
83d  regiment,  induced  them  to  believe  that  Heaven  itfelf  had 
declared  in  favour  of  the  whites,  and  that  all  attempts  at 
refiftance  were  unavailing  and  impious. 

The  Maroons  themfelves  became  divided  in  their  councils. 
Many  of  the  old  and  experienced  among  them,  even  in 
Trelawney  Town,  the  head  quarters  of  fedition,  recommended 
peace ;  and  advifed  their  companions  to  poftpone  their  venge- 

ance 
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ance  to  a  better  opportunity  ;  and  the  whole  of  the  Acco7r,pong 
people  declared  in  favour  of  the  whites.  It  was  determined, 
however,  by  a  very  great  majority  of  the  Trelawney  Maroons, 
to  fight  the  Bucras  (meaning  the  white  people).  The  violent 
councils  of  the  younger  part  of  their  community  prevailed  ; 
moft  of  whom  were  inflamed  with  a  degree  of  favage  fury 
againll:  the  v.hites,  which  fet  at  nought  all  confiderations  of 
prudence  and  policy. 

The  commander  in  chief,  however,  previous  to  any  hoftile 
movement,  determined  to  try  once  more  to  efFe6l  an  accommo- 
dation. As  it  was  evident  the  Maroons  confulted  fome  perfoii 
who  could  read  and  write,  his  Lordfliip,  on  the  8th  of  Auguft, 
fent  into  their  tovv'n  a  written  mefiage  or  fummons  in  the  fol- 
lowing v/ords : 


-  To  the  Maroons  of  "Trelawney  Toivn. 

"  You  have  entered  into  a  tiiofl:  unprovoked,  ungrateful^  and 
moft  dangerous  rebellion. 

"  \o\j  have  driven  away  the  fuperintendant  placed  over  vou 
by  the  laws  of  this  country. 

"  You  have  treated   him,  your  Commander,  with  indignity 
and  contempt.     You  have  endeavoured  to  malTacre  him. 

"  You  have  put  the  Magiftrates  of  the  country,  and  all  the 
white  people,  at  defiance. 

"  You  have  challenged  and  offered  them  battle. 

"  You  have  forced  the  country,  which  has   long   cherifhed 
and  fufferedyoa  as  its  children,  to  confideryou  as  an  enemy. 

"  Martial 
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"  Martial  law  has  la  confequence  been  proclaimed, 

"  Every  pafs  to  your  town  has  been  occupied  and  guarded 
by  the  militia  and  regular  forces. 

"  You  are  furrounded  by  thoufands. 

"  Look  at  Montego  Bay,  and  you  will  fee  the  force 
brought  againft  you. 

"  I  HAVE  iffued  a  proclamation,  offering  a  reward  for  your 
heads  ;  that  terrible  edift  ^^'ill  not  be  put  in  force  before 
Thurfday,  the  13th  day  of  Auguft. 

"To  avert  thefe  proceedings,  I  advife  and  command  every 
Maroon- of  Trelawney  Town,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  to  ap- 
pear before  me  at  INIontego  Bay,  on  Wednefday,  the  12th  day  of 
Auguft  inftant,  and  there  fubmit  themfelves  to  his  Majefty's 
mercy. 

"  On-  fo  dolno-,  you  will  efcape  the  efteds  of  the  dreadful 
command,  ordered  to  be  put  into  execution  on  Thurfday,  the 
13th  day  of  Auguft ;  on  which  day,  in  failure  of  your  obedience 
to  this  fummons,  your  town  Ihall  be  burnt  to  the  ground,  and 
for  ever  deftroyed. 

"  And  whereas  it  appears  that  other  negroes,  befides  the 
Maroons  of  Trelawney  Town,  were  there  under  arms  on 
the  day  that  town  was  vifited  by  John  Tharp,  Efq.  and  feveral 
other  magiftrates  of  the  parifti  of  Trelawney,  you  are  ftndly 
commanded  and  enjoined  to  bring  fuch  ftranger  negroes  to 
Montego  Bay,  as  prifoners,  on  or  before  the  before-mentioned 
Wednefday,  the  1 2th  day  of  Auguft  inftant. 

"  BALCARRES." 


Apprehensive,  however,  that  this  fummons  would   have 
but  little  effect,  the  Governor  at  the  fame  time  gave  orders  that 
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the  regulars  and  militia  fliould  take  poiTeffion  of  all  the  kno\yii 
}3aths  leading  to  Trelawney  Town  from  the  furrounding 
parifhes ;  and  the  troops  arrived  .at  their  relpe61ive  ftations 
early  on  the  9th. 

On  the  morning  of  the  nth,  thirty-eight  of  the  Trelaw.ney 
Maroons,  being  chiefly  old  men,  furrendered  themfelves  to  the 
Governor's  mercv,  at  Vaughan's-field,  and  frankly  declared, 
that,  with  regard  to  the  reil:  of  the  towii,  they  were  determined 
on  war.  "  ^he  de'-jil,  they  faid,  had  got  hito  them^^  and  nothing 
but  fuperiority  of  force  would  bring  them  to  reaibn. 

Two  of  the  thu'ty-eight  were,  however,  fentback  to  try,  for 
the  laft  time,  if  perfiialion  would  avail;  but  they  were  detained 
hj  the  reft,  who,  having  fecreted  their  women  and  children, 
paJJ'ed  the  Rubicoti  the  enlliing  night,  by  fetting  fire  themfelves 
to  their  town,  and  commencing  hoftilities  on  the  outpofls  of 
the  army.  The  attack  fell  chiefly  on  the  St.  James's  company 
of  free  people  of  colour,  of  whom  two  were  killed  and  flx 
wounded  :  and  thus  be2;an  this  unfortunate  war. 

The  Alaroons  immediately  afterwards  affembled  in  a  body, 
near  a  fmall  village  which  was  called  their  i^etv  Town,  behind 
which  were  their  proviii'on  grounds. — On  the  afternoon  of  the' 
1 2th,  orders  were  given  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sandford  to 
march  with  a  detachment  of  the  i8th  and  2cth  dragoons,  and 
a  party  of  the  horfe  militia,  and  take  polTeflion  af  thole 
grounds  the  fame  evening  ;  it  being  the  Governor's  intention  to 
attack  the  Maroons  at  the  fame  time,  in  front.  Colonel  Sand- 
ford  proceeded  accordingly,  accompanied  by  a  body  of  volun- 
teers ;  but  having  been  informed  that  the  Maroons  had  retired 
to  the  ruins  of  their  old  town,  he  was  perfuaded,  inflead  of 
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waiting  at  his   poll:  for  further  orders  from  the  Governor,  to 
proceed  beyond  his  limits,  and  to  pufh  after  the  enemy  ;  a  moll 
unfortunate    and  fatal  determination,    to   which   this    gallant 
officer,  and  many  valuable  men,  fell  a  facrifice.    The  retreat  of 
the  Maroons  from  the  New  Town,  was  a  feint  to  draw  the 
whites   into   an  ambufcade,    which   unfortunately    fucceeded. 
The  road  between   the   new  and  old  towns  was   very  bad  and 
very  narrow  ;  and  the  troops  had  marched  about  half  way,  the 
reo-ulars  in  front,  the  militia  in  the  centre,  and  the  volunteers  in 
the  rear,  when  a  heavy  fire  enfued  from  the  bufhes.     Colonel 
Sandford  was  among  the  firfl  that  fell,  and  with  him  perifhed 
Quarter  Mafter  M'Bride,  dx  privates  of  the  2othj  and  eight  cf 
the  1 8th   lio-ht  dragoons.     Of  the  mihtia,  thirteen  were  flaiii 
outrio-ht,    and,    among    the    reft,    the-    commanding     officer. 
Colonel  Gallimore  ;  eight  of  the   volunteers  alfo  were  killed, 
and  many  of  all  defcriptions  wounded.     The  troops,  however, 
pufhed   forv/ard,  and   drove   the  Mai'oons    from    their   hiding 
places,  and  after  a  night  of  unparalleled  hardfliip,  the  furvivors 
o-ot  back  to  Vaughan's-field  in  the  morning,  and  brought  with 
them  mod:  of  their  wounded  companions  *. 

Thus  terminated  this  difaftrous  and  bloody  conflifl;  in 
which  it  v,^as  never  known  with  certainty,  that  a  lingle  Maroon 

*  Atr.on^  the  officers  of  the  militia  who  efcaped  on  this  occafion,  was  my  late  ex- 
cellent and  lamented  friend  Gcorge  Goodi>i  Barrett.  He  was  attended  on  that  day 
by  a  favourite  Negro  Servant;  of  whom  it  n  related  that,  during  the  firft  attack,- 
perceivint^  a  Maroon  from  behind  a  tree  prefenthis  gun  at  his  beloved  mafter,  he  in- 
ftantly  rufhed  forward  to  proteA  him,  by  interpofmg  his  own  perfon ;  and  aflually 
received  the  fhot  in  his  breaft.  I  rejoice  to  add,  that  the  wound  was  not  mortal, 
and  that  the  poor  fellow  has  been  rewarded  as  he  deferved,  for  fuch  an  inftance  of 
heroick  fidelity  as  biftory  has  feldom  recorded, 
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loft  his  life.  Their  triumph  therefore  was  great,  and  many  of 
the  beft  informed  among  the  planters,  in  confequence  of  it, 
ao-ain  anticipated  the  moil  dreadful  impending  calamities.  So 
general  was  the  alarm,  that  the  Governor  thought  it  necelTary,  in 
a  proclamation  which  he  iffued  on  the  occafion,  to  m.akepubhck 
the  orders  he  had  given  to  Colonel  Sandford,  and  to  declare  in  ex- 
prefs  terms,  that  if  the  detachment  under  that  officer's  command 
had  remained  at  the  pofl:  which  it  was  direded  to  occupy,  the 
Maroons,  in  all  probabiUty,  v/ould  have  been  com.pelled  to  fur- 
render  themfelves  prifoners  of  war.  "  Soldiers  will  learn  from 
this  fatal  lefTon  (adds  his  Lordfliip  moft  truly)  the  indifpenfable 
neceflity  of  ftriftly  adhering  to  orders.  An  excefs  of  ardour  is 
often  as  prejudicial  to  the  accomplifhment  of  any  military  en- 
terprise, as  cowardice  itfelf." — The  truth  was,  that  the  whole 
detachment  held  the  enemy  in  too  great  contempt.  They 
marched  forth  in  the  confidence  af  certain  vi61ory,  and  never 
having  had  any  experience  of  the  Maroons  mode  of  fighting, 
difregarded  the  advice  of  fome  faithful  negro  attendants,  who 
apprized  them  of  it.  Happily  the  clafs  of  people  on  whom  the 
Maroons  relied  for  fupport,  remained  peaceably  diipofed  ;  nor 
did  an  inftance  occur  to  raife  a  doubt  of  their  continuing  to 
do  lo. 

By  the  death  of  Sandford,  the  command,  in  the  Governor's 
abfence,  devolved  on  Colonel  Fitch,  an  officer  whofe  general 
deportment  and  character  excited  great  expeflation  ;  but  the 
Maroons  found  means  to  elude  his  vigilance.  They  had  now 
eflablifhed  their  head  quarters  at  a  place  in  the  interior  country, 
cf  mofh  difficult  accefs,  called  the  Cockpits  ;  a  fort  of  valley  or 
dell,  furrounded  bv  fteep  precipices   and  broken  rocks,  and  by 
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mountains  of  prodigious  height ;  in  the  caverns  of  which  they 
had  fecreted  their  women  and  children,  and  depoiited  their  am- 
munition. From  this  retreat  (almoft  inacceinble  to  any  but 
themfelves)  they  fent  out  fmall  parties  of  their  ableft  and  rnoH 
enterprizing  young  men,  fome  of  which  were  employed  in 
prowling  about  the  country  in  fearch  of  provifions,  and  others 
in  fetting  fire  by  night  to  fuch  houfes  and  plantations  as  were 
unprovided  with  a  llifficient  guard.  In  the  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember, they  burnt  the  habitation  and  fettlement  of  Mr.  George 
Gordon,  called  Kenmure ;  and  foon  afterwards  the  dwelling- 
houfe  and  buildings  of  a  coffee  plantation,  called  Lapland  ;  the 
proprietor  too  fuftained  the  flill  greater  lofs  of  thirty  valuable 
negroes,  whom  the  Maroons  compelled  to  go  with  them,  loaden 
with  plunder.  Another  plantation,  called  Catadupa,  was  de- 
flroyed  by  them  in  the  fam.e  manner,  and  ten  of  the  negroes 
carried  off.  About  the  fame  time,  they  burnt  the  propertv  of 
John  Shand,  Efq. ;  a  fettlement  belonging  to  MelTrs.  Stevens 
and  Bernard,  a  plantation  called  Bandon,  a  houfe  of  a  Mr. 
Lewis,  and  various  others. 

At  thefe  places  feveral  white  people  unfortunately  fell  into 
their  hands,  all  of  whom  were  murdered  in  cold  blood,  without 
any  diftinclion  of  fex,  or  regard  to  agre.  Even  women  in 
childbed,  and  infants  at  the  breail,  were  alike  indifcriminately 
fla^jghtered  by  this  favage  enemy ;  and  the  fhrieks  of  the 
miferable  victims,  which  were  diftinclly  heard  at  the  pofts  of 
the  Eritifh  detachments,  frequentlv  conveyed  the  firft  notice, 
that  the  Maroons  were  in  the  neighbourhood. 

The  late  Mr.  Gowdie,  a  refpedable  and  venerable  planter, 

who  lived  vvitbin   a   few  miles  of  Trelavv'ney  Town,  was  re- 
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markable.     This  gentleman,  having  a   better  opinion  of  the 
Maroons  than  they  deferved,  had  employed  one  of  their  chief 
men  to  aft  as  the  overfeer  or  fuperintendant  of  his  plantation, 
whom  he  treated  with  fingular  kindnefs,  and  allowed   him  the 
fame  wages   as  would  have  been  paid  to  a  white  perfon  in  the 
fame  capacity.     Although,  on  the  commencement  of  hoftilities,, 
this  man  had  joined  the  infurgents,   Mr.  Gowdie  continued  to 
place  a  fatal  dependance  on  his  fidelity,  and  wasiinkced  to  vifitL 
his  own  plantation,    as    often   as   his  neceflary   attendance  on 
military  duty  would  allow.     He  had  the  moft  perfeft  confidence 
that  his  jNIaroon  overfeer  U'ould  interfere  to  prote6t  him  from, 
dano-er :  yet   did   this   barbarous   villain    come  himfelf  to  the 
houfe  of  his  benefactor,  at  the  head  of  a  band  of  favages,  and 
having   coolly  informed   Mr.  Gowdie,  that  the  Maroons  had; 
taken  an  oath,  after   their  manner,   to   murder   all  the  whites 
without  diflinclion,  he  malTacred  both  him  and  his  nephew  (the 
only  white  perfon    with    him)    without  compundion   or   re--- 

morfe. 

But,  perhaps,  no  one  circumftance  in  the  courfe  of  this  moft 
cinfortunate  war  excited  greater  indignation,  or  awakened  m.ore 
o-eneral  fympathy,  than  the  death  of  Colonel  Fiteh,  who,  not- 
withftanding  the  recent  example  of  Colonel  Sandford's  fate,. 
perifhed  nearly  in  the  fame  manner  as  that  unfortunate  officer 
had  done  ;  being  like  him  furprifed  by  an  enemy  in  ambufh. 
On  the  1 2th  of  September  he  went  out  with  a  detachment 
of  the  83d  regiment,  confifting  of  thirty-two  men,  to  relieve 
fome  diftant  out-pofts ;  at  one  of  which  he  left  a  guard,  and 
proceeded  onwards  with  the  reft  of  his  men  ;  but  after  getting 
about  half  a  mile  farther,   he    was  attacked   by   a  volley    of 
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iirjiquetry  from  the  buflies,  and  received  a  wound  in  the  breaft, 
with  which  he  dropt.  After  expreffing  a  wilh,  and  reqeiving 
aiTuranCes,  that  he  fhould  not  fall  alive  into  the  hands  of  the 
mercilefs  favages,  he  raifed  himfelf  up  ;  when  another  ball 
took  i:>lace  in  his  forehead,  which  inftantlv  put  an  end  to  his 
life.  A  corporal  and  three  privates  of  the  83d,  and  two 
negi'o  fervants,  were  alfo  killed,  and  Captain  Leigh  and  nine  of 
the  party  wounded ;  and  if  the  guard,  which  had  been  left  be- 
hind, had  not  pufhed  forward  to  their  affiilance,  immediately  on 
hearing  the  firing,  not  one  of  the  whole  detachment  would  have 
efcaped  with  life  ;  two  of  them  adually  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  and  were  put  to  death  with  circumftances  of  outra- 
geous barbarity,  and  Captain  Leigh  afterwards  died  of  his 
•wounds.  The  misfortune  of  this  day  was  aggravated  too  by  a 
circumftance,  which,  though  Hiocking  to  relate,  mufl  not  be 
omitted,  as  it  ftrongly  marks  the  bafe  and  ferocious  character  of 
the  Maroons.  When  the  remains  of  Colonel  Fitch  were  found, 
a  day  or  two  afterwards,  by  a  party  fent  to  give  them  the  rites 
of  fepulture,  it  was  perceived  that  the  head  had  been  feparated 
from  the  body,  and  was  entombed  in  the  ill-fated  officer  s  oven 
boivels ! 

It  now  became  evident,  that  it  would  prove  a  work  of  greater 
difficulty  than  was  imagined,  to  ftop  the  depredations  which 
^vere  daily  and  hourly  committed  by  this  horde  of  favages,  and 
it  was  allowed  that  extraordinary  meafures  were  necefTary  in 
order  to  countera6t  their  conftant  pradlice  of  planting  ambufhes. 
Neither  the  courage  nor  condu6lofthe  beft  difciplined  troops  in 
the  world  could  always  avail  againft  men,  who,  lurking  in 
fecret  like  the  tygers  of  Africa  (themfelves  unfeen)  had  no 
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objeft  but  murder.  The  legiflative  bodies  of  the  ifland  were 
foon  to  meet,  and  the  hopes  of  the  whole  community  refled  on 
their  councils^ 
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X  HE  General  AfTembly  was  convened  the  latter  end  of  Sep^- 
tember,  and  their  firft  deliberations  were  dire6led  to  the 
fobjeft  of  the  Maroon  rebellion,  with  a  folicitude  equal  to  its 
importance.  On  this  occafion  it  was  natural  to  recur  to  the  exr 
perience  of  farmer  times,  and  enquire  into  the  meafures  that 
had  been  fuccefsfully  adopted  in  the  long  and  bloody  war,  which 
previous  to  the  treaty  of  1738,  had  been  carried  on  againll:  the 
fame  enemy.  The  expedient  which  had  then  been  reforted  tOj 
of  employing  dogs  to  difcover  the  concealment  of  the  Maroons, 
and  prevent  the  fatal  effeiSts  which  refulted  from  their  mode  of 
£o-hting  in  amibufcade,  was  recommended  as  a  fit  example  to  be 
followed  in  the  prefent  conjunfture;  and  it  being  known,  that 
the  Spanifh-  Americans  polTeiTed  a  certain  fpecies  of  thofe  ani- 
mals, which  it  was  judged  would  be  proper  for  fuch  a  fervice,_ 
the  Allembly  refolved  to  fend,  to  the  ifland  of  Cuba  for  one  hun- 
dred of  them,  and  to  engage  a  fufficient  number  of  the  Spanifli- 
huntfmen,  to  attend  and  dipeft  their  operations.  The  employ-. 
ment  to  which  thefe  dogs  are  generally  put  by  the  Spaniards,  ia, 
the  purfuit  of  wild  bullocks,  whlchthey  flaughter  for  the  hides;. 
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•iieights  and  receffes  in  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  country, 
as  are  leaf):  acceffible  to  the  hunters. 

The  aiTembiv  were  not  unapprized  tliat  tlie  meafure  of  call- 
ins;  in  fuch  auxiliaries,  and  urging  the  canine  fpecies  to  thepur- 
fuit  of  human  beings,  "^vould  probably  give  rife  to  much  ob- 
fervation  and  animadverfion  in  the  mother-country.  Painful 
experience  on  other  occalions,  had  taught  them,  that  their 
conduct  in  the  prefent  cafe,  \^'ould  be  fcrutinized  with  all  the 
rig^id  and  jealous  circumfpe61ion  which  ignorance  and  hatred, 
and  envy  and  malice,  and  pretended  humanity  and  fanaticifm, 
could  exercife.  The  horrible  enormities  of  the  Spaniards  in 
the  conquefi  of  the  new  world,  would  be  brought  again  to  re- 
membrance. It  is  mournfully  ti^ue,  that  dogs  were  ufed  by 
thofe  chriftian  barbarians  againft  the  peaceful  and  inoftenlive 
Am.ericans,  and  the  jufl:  indignation  of  all  mankind  has  ever 
fmce  branded,  and  will  continue  to  brand,  the  Spanifla  nation 
with  infamv,  for  fach  atrocities.  It  was  forefeen,  and  ftrongly 
ur2;ed  as  an  argument  againft  recurring  to  the  fame  weapon  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  that  the  prejudices  of  party  and  the  virulent 
zeal  of  faclion  and  bigotry,  ^\'ould  place  the  proceedings  of  the 
Aflembly  on  this  occafion,  in  a  point  of  view  equally  odious 
with  the  conduct  of  Spain  on  the  fame  blood-ftained  theatre,  in 
tim^es  paft.  No  reafonable  allo\-s-ance  would  be  made  for  the 
Vv'ide  diiterence  exifiing  between  the  tvro  cafes.  Some  gentle- 
men even  thought  that  the  co-operation  of  dogs  with  Britifli 
troops,  would  give  not  only  a  cruel,  but  alfo  a  very  daftardly 
complexion  to  the  proceedings  of  government. 

To  thefe,  and  fimilar  objeftions,  it  was  anfwered,  that  the 
fafety  of  the  ifland,  and  the  lives  of  the  inhabitants  were  not 
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to  be  faciihced  to  perverfe  mifconftiuclion  or  wilful  raiirepre- 
fentation  in  the  mother-country.  It  was  maintained  that  the 
grounds  of  the  meafure  needed  only  to  be  fully  examined  into, 
and  fairly  ftated,  to  induce  all  reafonable  men  to  admit  its  pro- 
priety and  neceflity.  To  hold  it  as  a  principle,  that  it  is  an  a6l 
of  cruelty  or  cowardice  in  man  to  employ  other  animals  as  in- 
ftrum.ents  of  war,  is  a  pofiti-on  contradicted  by  the  praftice  of 
all  nations. — The  Afiaticks  ha\e  ever  ufed  elephants  in  their 
battles;  and  if  lions  and  tygers  poflefTed  the  docilitv  of  the  ele- 
phant, no  one  can  doubt  that  thefe  alfo  would  be  made  to  affiil: 
the  military  operations  of  man,  in  thofe  regions  of  which  they 
are  inhabitants.  Even  the  ufe  ofcavalrv,  as  eftablifhed  amoncr 
the  moft  civilized  and  poliflied  nations  of  Europe,  mufl  be  re- 
jeded,  if  this  principle  be  admitted;  for  wherein,  it  was  alked, 
■does  the  humanity  of  that  do6lrine  confifr,  which  allows  the 
employment  of  troops  of  horfe  in  the  purfuit  of  difcomfited  and 
flying  infantry;  yet  brinks  at  the  preventive  meafure  of  fparinc^ 
the  effufion  ofhum.an  blood,  by  tracing  with  hounds  the  haunts 
ct  murderers,  and  roufiiig  from  ambufh  favages  more  ferocious 
and  Irlood-thirfty  than  the  animals  which  track  them? 

The  merits  of  the  queftion,  it  w<is  faid,  depended  alto'^ether 
on  the  origin  and  caufe  of  the  war ;  and  the  obieots  fouo-ht  to  bc- 
obtained  by  its  continuance;  and  the  authority  of  the  firfl:  writers 
on  publick  law,  was  adduced  in  fupport  of  this  conftruclioru 
"  If  the  caufe. and  end  of  war  (fays  Paley  *)  be  juflifiable,  all 
the  means  that  appear  'neceffary  to  that  end  are  juflifiable  alfo. 
This  is  the. principle  which  defends  thofe  extremities  to  which 
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the  violence  of  war  ufually  proceeds :  for  fince  war  is  a  conteft 
by  force  between  parties  who  acknowledge  no  common  fuperior, 
and  fince  it  includes  not  in  its  idea  the  iuppofition  of  any  con- 
vention which  Ihould  place  limits  to  the  operations  of  force,  it 
has  naturally  no  boundary  but  that  in  which  force  terminates; 
the  deftrudion  of  the  life  againf^  which  the  force  is  diredled." 
It  was  allowed  (with  the  fame  author)  that  gratuitous  barbarities 
borrow  no  excufe  from  the  licence  of  war,  of  which  kind  is 
every  cruelty  and  every  Infult  that  ferves  only  to  exafperate  the 
fufferings,  or  to  incenfe  the  hatred  of  an  enemy,  without 
w^eakenin^  his  ftrength,  or  in  any  manner  tending  to  procure 
his  fubmiffion;  fuch  as  the  daughter  of  captives,  the  fubjcding 
them  to  indio"nities  or  torture,  the  violation  of  women,  and  in 
general  the  "deftruaion  or  defacing  of  works  that  conduce 
nothino-  to  annoyance  or  defence.  Thefe  enormities  are  pro- 
hibited not  only  by  the  pra6lice  of  civilized  nations,  but  by  the 
law  of  nature  itfelf;  as  having  no  proper  tendency  to  accelerate 
the  termination,  or  accomplifh  the  objed  of  the  war;  and  as 
containino-  that  which  in  peace  and  war  is  equally  unjuftiiiable, 
nam.ely,  ultimate  and  gratuitous  mi/chief.  Now  all  thefe  very 
enormities  were  praclifed,  not  by  the  Whites  againfl:  the  Ma- 
roons, but  by  the  Maroons  themfelves  againfl  the  Whites. 
Humanity  therefore,  it  was  laid,  was  no  Avay  concerned  in  the 
fort  of  expedient  that  was  propofed,  or  any  other,  by  which 
fuch  an  enemy  could  moft  fpeedily  be  extirpated.  They  were 
not  an  unarmed,  innocent  and  defencelefs  race  of  men,  like 
the  ancient  Americans;  but  a  banditti  of  aflaiTms :  and  tender- 
nefs  towards  luch  an  enemy,  was  cruelty  to  all  the  reft  of  the 
community. 

HjiPPILY, 
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Happily,  in  the  interval  between  the  determination  of  the 
Affembly,  to  procure  the  Spanifh  dogs,  and  the  actual  arrival 
of  thole  auxiharies  from  Cuba,  fuch  raeafures  were  purfned  as 
promifed  to  render  their  affiftance  altogether  unnecefTarv,— -On 
the  death  of  Colonel  Fitch,  the  chief  condu<51:  of  the  v/ar,  in 
the  abfence  of  the  Governor,  was  entrufted  to  Major  General 
Walpole,  an  officer  v/hofe  indefatigable  zeal  and  alacritv, 
whofe  gallantry,  circumfpeflion,  and  aftivitv,  in  a  very  fliort 
time  gave  a  new  zfpeS:  to  affairs,  and  reduced  the  enemy  to 
the  lail^ extremity.  Although  the  country  to  which  the  Ma- 
roons retired,  was  perhaps  the  ftrongefl  and  moft  imprafti- 
cable  of  any  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  it  was  entirely  deftitute 
of  fprings  and  rivers.  All  the  water  which  the  rains  had  left 
in  the  hollows  of  the  rocks  was  exhaufted,  and  the  enemy's 
only  refource  was  iii  the  leaves  of  the  wild-pine;  a  wonderful 
contrivance,  by  which  Divine  Providence  has  rendered  the 
fterile  and  rocky  defarts  of  the  torrid  zone  in  {ova&  degree  ha- 
bitable*; but  even  this  refource  was  at  length  exhaufted,  and 
the  fufferings  of  the  rebels,  for  want  both  of  water  and  food, 
were  exceflive.  By  the  unremitting  diligence  and  indefatigable 
exertions  of  the  troops,  all  or  mofl  of  the  pafTes  to  other  parts 
of  the  country  were  eiie<51ually  occupied;  and  a  perfeverence 

*  The  botanical  name  is  Tillandfia  maxima.  It  is  not,  properly  fpeaking,  a  trety 
but  a  plant,  which  fixes  itfelf  and  takes  root  on  the  body  of  a  tree,  commonly  in  the- 
fork  of  the  greater  branches  of  the  wild  cotton  tree.  By  the  conformation  of  its 
leaves,  it  catches  and  retains  water  from  every  {hower.  Each  leaf  refembles  a 
fpout,  and  forms  at  its  bafe  a  natural  bucket  or  refervoir,  which  contains  about  » 
quart  of  pure  water,  where  it  remains  perfe(Slly  fecure,  both  from  the  wind  and  the 
fun ;  yielding  refrefhrnent  to  the  thirfty  traveller  in  places  where  water  is  not  other- 
Mrife  to  be  procured. 

Y  y  2  in 
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:n  the  fame  fyflem  muft,  it  was  thought,  fooii  force  the  eiiemv 
to  an  unconditional  furrender. 

In  fpite  of  all  thefe  precautions,  however,  a  rebel  Captain, 
of  the  name  of  Johnfon,  found  means  to  conducl  a  fmall  de- 
tachment of  the  Maroons  into  the  parifli  of  St.  Elizabeth,  and 
to  fet  iire  to  manj  of  the  plantations  in  that  fertile  diftrid. 
His  firft  attempt  was  againft  the  habitation  of  a  Mr.  INI'Donald, 
whofe  neighbour,  a  Mr.  Haldane,  together  with  his  fon,  haf- 
tened  to  his  afliiiance.  The  elder  Haldane  unfortunately  fell 
by  a  mufket  ball,  but  the  fon  fliot  the  ISIaroon  dead  that  fired 
it,  and  carried  his  wounded  father  in  his  arms  to  a  place  of 
farety,  where  he  happily  recovered. — The  Maroons  were  re- 
pulfed  ;  but  proceeding  to  a  plantation  of  Dr.  Brooks,  they 
burnt  the  buildings  to  the  ground,  and  killed  two  white  men. 
They  left,  however,  a  white  woman  and  her  infant  unmolefted  ; 
and  as  this  was  the  firfl  inflance  of  tendernefs  Ihewn  by  the 
rebels  to  women  and  children,  it  was  imputed  rather  to  the 
confcioufnefs  of  their  inability  to  continue  the  war,  and  the 
hopes  of  getting  better  terms  on  a  treaty  by  this  acl:  of  lenity, 
than  to  any  change  in  their  dif]:)ofition. 

The  earl  of  Balcarres,  as  foon  as  the  bulinefs  of  the  AiTem;.- 
bly  would  allow  him  to  be  abfent  from  the  capital,  returned  in 
perfon  to  the  fcene  of  adion,  and  it  is  impoffible  to  ipeak  of 
his,  and  General  Walpole's  exertions,  in  terms  of  fufficient  ap- 
probation, or  to  convey  any  jufl  idea  of  the  fatigues  and  hard- 
Ihips  which  the  troops  underwent,  without  entering  into  a  co- 
pious detail  of  the  various  enterprizes  and  ikirmiflies  that  en- 
fued,  and  the  difficulties  they  had  to  encounter  from  the  nature 
of  the  country.     The  line  of  operation  extended  upwards  of 
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twenty  miles  in  length,  through   tracks  and  glades  of  which 
the  military  term  defile,  gives   no  adequate   conception.     The 
caves  in  which  the  Maroons  concealed  their  ammunition  and 
provifions,  and  lecured  their  women  and  children,  were   inac- 
ceffible  to   the  Whites.     The  place  called  the  C<?C/^/)/Vx,  before- 
mentioned,  could  be  reached  only  by  a  path  down  a  freep  rock^. 
150  feet  in  almoft  perpendicular  height.     Strange  as   it  may 
appear,  this  obftacle  \A'as  furmounted  by  the  Maroons  without ' 
difficulty.      Habituated  to  employ  their  naked  feet  with  lingular 
efFe61',  in  climbing  up  trees  and  precipices,  they  had  acquired   a 
dexterity  in  the  praciice,  which  to  Britifh  troops  was  altogether 
ailonifhing  and   wholly  inimitable.      On  the  other  hand,  all' 
the  officers  and  privates,  both  of  the  regulars  and  militia,  from- 
a  well-founded  confidence  in  their  chief  commanders,  feem  to 
have  felt  a  noble   emulation,   which   fhould   mofl:   diftinguiih 
themfelves  for  zeal  in  the  caufe,   obedience   to  orders,    and  a 
cheerful  alacrity  in  pufhing  forward  on  every  fervice   of  diffi- 
culty and  danger  ;  fuftaining,  without  a  murmur,  many  extra- 
ordinary hardfliips  ;  among  which,  diftrels  for  want  o'i  water, 
and  thirft  even  to  extremity,  were  none  of  the  leaft» 

It  was  eafily  foreleen  that  a  perfeverance  in  the  fame  line 
of  conducl,  muft  ultimately  prove  fuccefsful ;  and  intimations 
were  at  length  received,  by  means  of  enflaved  negroes  whom-; 
the  Maroons  had  forced  into  their  fervice,  and  purpofely  dif-- 
miffed,  that  they  were  extrem.ely  defirous  of  an  accommodation,, 
on  any  terms  fhort  of  capital  puniffiment,  or  tranfportatioii 
from  the  country.  Thfey  expreffed  a  willingnefs,  it  was  laid,,: 
to  deliver  up  their  arms,  and  all  the  fugitive  flaves  that  had 
joined  them,  to  furrender  their  lands,  and  intermix  with  the 

general 
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general  body  of  free  blacks,  in  fach  parts  of  the  country  a5  the 
colonial  government  fnould  approve.  Although  thefe  over- 
tures were  evidently  diclated  by  depreciation  and  defpair,  it 
was  the  opinion  of  manv  wile  and  worthv  men  amons;  the  in- 
habitants,  that  they  ought  to  be  accepted  ;  and  it  was  faid  that 
General  Walpole  himfelf  concurred  in  the  lame  fentiment.  It 
was  urged  that  the  war,  if  continued  on  the  only  principle  by 
which  It  could  be  maintained,  muft  be  a  war  of  extermination. 
Some  few  of  the  Maroons,  however,  would  probably  elude  the 
laft  purfliit  of  vengeance ;  and  thefe  would  form  a  central 
point  to  which  the  runaway  negroes  would  refort.  Thus  hof- 
tiUties  ^\■ould  be  perpetuated  for  ever  ;  and  it  was  obferved  that 
a  fmgle  jNIaroon,  in  the  feafon  of  crop,  with  no  other  weapon 
than  a  firebrand,  might  deftroy  the  cane-fields  of  many  opulent 
parifhes,  and  confume  in  a  few  hours,  property  of  immenfe 
value.  To  thefe  coniiderations,  was  to  be  added  the  vaft  ex- 
pence  of  continuing  the  war.  The  country  had  alreadv  ex- 
pended -Q.  500,000,  exclufive  of  the  lofs  which  was  fuftained  by 
individual  proprietors  confequent  on  the  removal  from  their 
plantations  of  all  the  white  fervants,  to  attend  military  duty. 
In  the  meanwhile,  cultivation  was  fufpended,  the  courts  of  law 
had  long  been  fhut  up  ;  and  the  ifland  at  laro;e  feemed  more 
like  a  garrifon,  under  the  power  of  the  lav.'-martial,  than  a 
countr)-  of  agriculture  and  commerce,  of  civil  judicature,  in- 
duftry,  and  profperity. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  loudly  declared  that  a  compro- 
mife  with  a  lav/lefs,  banditti,  who  had  flaughtered  fo  many  ex- 
cellent men.  s.nd  had  murdered  in  cold  blood  even  women  in 
child-bed,  and  infants  at  the  breaft,  was  a  fhameful  facrifice  of 
8  the 
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the  publick  honoiT  ;  a  total  difregard  to  the  dilates  of  juftice; 
an  encouragement  to  the  reic  of  the  Maroons  to  commit  iimiiar 
outrages,  and  --  dreadful  example  to  the  negroes  in  iervitude ; 
tending  to  imprefs  on  their  minds  an  idea,  not  of  the  lenity  of 
the  Whites,  but  of  their  inability  to  punifh  fuch  atrocious  offen- 
ders. It  was  alledged  withal,  that  tine  rebel  Maroons  were 
not  thert^felves  ferioufly  defirous  of  fuch  an  accommodation. 
Their  only  purpofe  was  to  gain  time,  and  procure  an  opportu- 
nity to  get  into  better  quarters  ;  judging  perhaps  that  the  mili- 
tia of  the  country,  a  large  proportion  of  whom  were  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  one  hundred  miles  from  their  places  of  refidence,  would 
fbon  be  tired  of  the  conteft.  Many  fa61:s  y\'ere  indeed  related, 
and  fome  ftrong  circumftances  adduced,  which  gave  a  colour  to 
this  charge  ;  and  proved  that  the  Maroons  had  not  altogether 
relinquifhed  their  hopes  of  creating  a  general  revolt  among 
the  enflaved  negroes.  Such  an  event  \^'as  not  likely  to 
happen,  while  the  country  continued  in  arms.  The  difmii- 
fion  of  the  troops,  on  the  fallacious  idea  of  an  accommo- 
dation with  the  Maroons,  would  alone,  it  was  faid,  realize  the 
danger. 

Fortunately  for  all  parties,  this  unnatural  and  deftrudlive 
revolt,  was  brought  to  a  happy  termination  much  fooner  than 
might  have  been  apprehended.  On  the  14th  of  December, 
the  commiffioner  who  went  to  the  liavannah  for  affiftance,  ar- 
rived at  Montego  Bay,  with  forty  ckajjeurs  or  Span'fh  hunters 
(chiefly  people  of  colour)  and  about  one  hundred  Spanifli  dogs. 
Such  extraordinary  accounts  were  immediately  fpread  of  the 
terrifick  appearance,  and  favage  nature  of  thefe  animals,  as  made 
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-an  impreffion  on  the  minds  of  the  negroes,  that  was  equally 
vlurprillng  and  unexpeded  *. 

Whether  thefe  reports  were  propagated  through  folly  Or 
defign,  they  had  certainly  a  powerful  and  very  falutary  efFed  on 
the  fears  of  the  rebel  Maroons,  a  large  party  of  whom  now 
difplayed  ftrong  and  indubitable  evidences  of  terror,  humilia- 
tion, and  fubmiffion,  and  renewed  their  folicitations  for  peace 
with  great  earneftnefs  and  anxiety.  A  negociation  was  at 
length  opened,  and  a  treaty  concluded  on  the  21ft  of  Decem- 
ber, of  which  the  chief  articles  were,  I  ft.  That  the  Maroons 
iliould,  on  their  knees,  alk  the  King's  pardon  ;  2dly.  That  they 
fnould  fix  their  future  refidence  in  fuch  part  of  the  ifland,  as 
the  legiflature  ftould  point  out :  And  3dly.  That  they  fhould 
deliver  up  all  the  fugitive  negro  flaves  that  had  joined  them. 
On  thefe  conditions  it  was  ftipulated  and  agreed,  that  their 
lives  fhould  be  granted  them,  and  that  they  fliould  not  be  tranf- 
ported  from  the  ifland  ;  and  they  were  allowed  ten  days  to  col- 
left  their  families  and  perform  the  treaty. 

So  great,  however,  was  the  terror  of  thefe  wretched  people, 
ariling  from  the  confcioufnefs  of  their  enormities,  or  their  un- 
accountable infatuation,  that  only  twenty-one  of  their  number 

*  Though  thefe  dogs  are  not  in  genera!  larger  than  the  fhepherds  dogs  In  Great 
Britain,  (which  in  truth  they  much  refemble)  they  were  reprefented  as  equal 
to  the  maftiff  in  bulk,  to  the  bull-dog  in  courage,  to  the  blood-hound  in  fcent, 
and  to  the  grey-hound  in  agility.  If  entire  credit  had  been  given  to  the  de- 
fcription  that  was  tranfmitted  through  the  country  of  this  extraordinary  animal, 
It  might  have  been  fuppofed  that  the  Spaniards  had  obtained  the  ancient  and 
genuine  breed  of  Cerberus  himfelf,  the  many-headed  monfter  that  guarded  the 
infernal  regions. 
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furrendered  by  the  time  limited  ;  and  thirteen  others  three  days 
afterwards. 

On  the  14th  of  January,  therefore,  orders  were  ifTued  from 
the  commander  in  chief  to  General  Walpole,  to  march  without 
further  delay  againft  the  rebels.  Thefe  orders  were  pun6lually 
obeyed;  but,  from  regard  to  humanity,  the  Spanilh  dogs  were 
ordered  in  the  rear  of  the  army.  The  eifeil,  however,  was 
immediate.  General  Walpole  had  advanced  but  a  fhort  way  in 
the  woods,  when  a  fupplication  for  mercy  w^as  brought  him  from 
the  enemy,  and  260  of  them  foon  afterwards  furrendered  on  no 
other  condition  than  a  promife  of  their  lives.  It  is  pleafing  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  not  a  drop  of  blood  was  l]:)ilt  after  the  dogs  arrived 
in  the  ifland. 

Some  of  the  young  men,  however,  Hill  held  out,  and  it  was 
not  until  the  middle  of  March  that  the  rebellion  was  entirely 
extinguifhed  by  the  furrender  of  the  whole  body  ;  nor  even  then^ 
or  at  any  time  before,  were  any  of  tlie  fugitive  7iegroes  that  had 
joined  them  delivered  up. 

It  might  be  fiappofed,  therefore,  that  no  queflion  could  have 
arifen  whether  the  treaty  was  obferved  or  not,  on  the  part  of  the 
Maroons.  Neverthelefs  it  did  fo  happen,  that  doubts  on  this 
head  were  fliggefted  on  fuch  reipeftable  authority,  as  induced 
the  commander  in  chief,  with  great  prudence  and  propriety, 
to  leave  the  whole  matter  to  the  inveftigation  and  determina- 
tion of  the  Council  and  x'\irembly,  who  appointed  a  joint  and 
fecret  committee  to  receive  evidence  and  report  on  the  fads 
before  them. 

On  the  report  of  this  Committee  the  Affembly,  by  a  majority  of 
21  to  13,  came  to  the  following  refolutions,  am.ong  others, viz. 

Vol.  IIL  ^  Z  z  "  That 
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"  That  all  the  Maroons  who  farrendered  after  the  iiril  of 
January,  not  having  complied  with  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  are 
not  entitled  to  the  benefit  thereof,  and  ought  to  be  iliipped  off 
the  ifland  ;  but  that  they  ought  to  be  fent  to  a  country  in  which 
they  will  be  free,  and  iiich  as  may  be  beft  calculated,  by  fitua- 
tion,  to  fecure  the  ifland  againfi:  the  danger  of  their  return ; 
that  they  ought  to  be  provided  with  flutable  clothing  and  ne- 
eefTaries  for  the  voyage,  and  maintained  at  the  publick  ex- 
pence  of  this  ifland  for  a  reafonablc  time  after  their  arrival  at 
tjie  place  of  their  defrination. 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  as  there  may 
be  amiong  the  rebels  a  few  who,  by  their  repentance,  fervices, 
and  good  behaviour,  fince  their  furrender,  have  merited  pro- 
te61ion  and  favour,  it  be  recommended  to  the  lieutenant-gover- 
nor to  permit  fuch  to  remain  in  the  ifland,  together  with  their 
wives  and  children ;  and  to  diftinguifli  them  by  any  other 
marks  of  favour  he  may  think  proper." 

Of  the  policy  of  ridding  the  country  of  fuch  an  enemy  (ad- 
mitting the  juftice  of  the  war  on  the  part  of  the  ^Vhites)  there 
could  not  have  been,  I  fliould  have  thought,  but  one  opinion. 
After  fuch  a  war,  carried  on  in  fuch  a  manner,  it  is  impoffible 
to  believe,  that  a  cordial  reconciliation  between  the  white  inha- 
bitants and  the  Maroons  could  ever  have  taken  place.  The 
latter  would  probably  have  continued  a  fullen,  fubjugated  people, 
employed  only  in  feducing  the  enflaved  negroes  from  their  fide- 
lity, and  ready  to  revolt  themielves,  whenever  cccafion  fhould 
offer.  "  No  country  on  earth,"  lays  Rutherford,  "  would 
fufi^er  a  body  of  men  to  live  within  its  territories,  unlefs  they 
would  agree  to  be  accountable  to  its  laws,  as  far  as  the  general 
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fecunty  requires."  To  expedl  fuch  condufi:  from  the  INIaroons, 
was  to  manifefi:  a  total  ignorance  of  their  dilpofition.  The  de- 
termination therefore  of  Jihe  legiflature  of  the  colony  to  tranf- 
port  thefe  people  from  the  ifland  being  thus  fixed,  it  remains 
only  to  point  out  in  what  m.anner  it  was  enforced. 

In  the  beginning  of  June  1796,  his  Majefty's  fliip  the  Dover, 
W'ith  two  tranfports  in  company,  having  on  board  the  Trelaw- 
ney  Maroons  (in  number  about  fix  hundred)  provided  with  all 
manner  of  neceiTaries,  as  well  for  their  accommodation  at  fea, 
as  for  the  change  of  climate,  failed  from  Blue-fields  in  Jamaica, 
for  Halifax  in  North  America.  They  were  accompanied  by 
William  Dawes  Quarrel,  and  Alexander  Ouchterlony,  Efquires, 
commifiloners  appointed  by  the  AiTembly,  with  authority  and 
inftruClions  (fubje61:  to  his  Majefty's  approbation  and  further 
orders)  to  purchafe  lands  in  Nova  Scotia,  Lower  Canada,  or 
where  elfe  his  Majefty  fhould  pleafe  to  appoint,  for  the  future 
eftablilhment  and  fubfiflence  of  thofe  Maroons,  as  a  free  people. 
The  commiffioners  had  orders  withal,  to  provide  them  the 
means  of  a  comfortable  maintenance,  until  they  were  habitu- 
ated to  the  country  and  climate.  The  fum  of  ^T.  25,000  was 
allowed  by  the  AiTembly  for  thofe  purpofes.  They  arrived  at 
Halifax  in  the  month  of  July,  and  the  following  letter  from 
Sir  John  Wentworth,  Bart,  the  governor  of  the  province,  to  a 
friend  in  London,  dated  the  loth  of  November  1796,  will 
convey  to  the  reader  the  clearefi:  and  mofl  fatisfaftory  account 
of  their  reception  in  the  province,  and  of  the  meafi.ires  happily 
adopted  for  their  future  eftablifhment  and  improvement.  With 
this  letter,  which  1  have  been  permitted  to  copy  from  the  ori- 
ginal, I  fhall  clofe  my  account. 

Z  z  2  "  The 
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"  The  Maroons  are  now  comfortably  fettled,  and  their  fitua- 
tlon  will  be  daily  improving.  They  are  hitherto  quiet,  orderly, 
and  contented.  I  have  long  had  experience  ufeful  for  this  occa- 
fion,  and  h?.ve  not  a  doubt  but  that  thefe  will  be  an  happy  and 
ufeful  people.  In  this  country  they  can  do  no  harm  ;  nor  do 
they  feemdilpofed  to  do  any.  They  are  exceedingly  attached 
to  me.  I  have  appointed  a  mifhonary  and  chaplain,  with  an 
affiftant  teacher,  to  perform  the  fervice  of  the  church  of  Eno-- 
land  ;  to  inftrucl  them  in  Chriftianity,  and  to  teach  the  youth 
and  children  to  read,  write,  and  cypher.  Laft  Sunday  I  attended 
publick  worfliip  in  their  chape],  at  opening  the  church.  The 
Maroons  were  particularly  attentive,  decent,  and  m-ofl:  exceed- 
ingly delighted.  Next  Sunday  many  are  to  be  baptized,  and 
the  remainder  in  due  courfe.  They  are  felicitous  for  this 
duty,  and  appear  defirous  of  inflrudion,  from  whence  civiliza- 
tion will  naturally  refult.  The  climate  is  and  will  be  falutary 
to  them.  The  children  were  emaciated,  and  moft  of  the 
adults  worn  down  by  war,  imprifonment,  and  fea-ficknefs  : 
they  are  now  healthy,  flrong,.  and  as  hearty  as  any  white 
people  in  the  province.  They  are  therefore,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  will  continue  to  be,  infinitely  benefited  by  their  re- 
moval to  Nova  Scotia ;  and  the  m.oft  judicious  and  fenfible 
among  them,  are  perfedly  fatisfied,  and  happy  in  their  fu- 
ture prolpe6ls."     - 
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T!]ie folloxv'mg  Votes  and  Proceedings  of  the  AJfemhly^  are  added 
by  vjay  of  Illiijl ration. 

HOUSE     OF     ASSEMBLY, 

Friday,  April  12,    ^79^' 


RESOLVED,  7iem.  con.  That  the  Receiver  General  do 
remit  the  fum  of  it^itn  hundred  guineas  to  the  agent  of  the 
ifland,  for  the  purpofe  of  purchafmg  a  fword,  to  be  prefented 
to  tlie  Ridit  Hon.  Alexander  Earl  of  Balcarres,  as  a 
teflimony  of  the  grateful  fenfe  which  the  Houfe  entertain  of  his 
diftinguifhed  fervices,  displayed  both  in  the  field  and  cabinet; 
and  under  whofe  aufpices,  by  the  bleffing  of  Divine  Providence, 
a  happy  and  complete  termination  has  been  put  to  a  moil:  dan- 
o-erous  rebellion  of  the  Trelawney-Town  Maroons,  whereby 
the  general  value  of  property,  as  well  as  fecurity  of  the  iflandy 
have  been  highly  augmented. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  refolution  be  fent  to  his' 
honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor. 

Resolved,  nem.  con.  That  Mr.  Speaker  be  requefled  to 
prefent  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  the  Hon.  Major-General 
Walpole,  for  the  fignal  iervices  performed  by  him  to  this 
ifiand,  in  the  late  rebellion  of  the  Trelawney-Town  Maroons. 

Resolved,  nem.  con.  That  the  Receiver- General  do  remit 
to  the  agent  of  this  ifland,  five  hundred  guineas,  for  the  purpofe 
of  purchafing  a  fword,  to  be  prefented  to  the  Hon.  Major-Ge- 
neral Walpole,   as  a  teftimony  of  the  grateful  fenfe  which  the 
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Houfe  entertain  of  his  important  fervices  and  dlftinguiflied 
merit,  in  tl:ie  fuppreffion  of  the  late  rebelhon  of  the  Trelawney= 
Town  Maroons. 

Resolved,  nem.  con.  That  Mr.  Speaker  be  requeued  to 
give  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  the  brave  Oificers  and  Privates 
of  the  regulars  and  militia,  for  their  gallant  fervices  to  the  ifland, 
during  the  late  rebellion  of  the  Trelawney-Town  Maroons ; 
and  that  the  Commander  in  Chief,  under  whofe  aufpices  they 
fought,  be  requeued  by  Mr.  Speaker,  to  communicate  the 
high^fenfe  which  the  Houfe  entertain  of  their  diftinguifhed 
merit. 

'Thurfday,  April  28. 

A  Motion  being  made,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
enquire  and  report  to  the  Houfe  the  names  of  fuch  perfons  as 
have  fallen  in  battle  during  the  late  rebellion,  that  a  monu- 
ment may  be  ereded  to  perpetuate  their  memories,  and  the 
gratitude  of  this  country  for  their  eminent  fervices; 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fitch,  .INIr.  Vaughan,  Mr.  Mathifon, 
Tvlr.  Ste\vartj  and  Mr.  Hodges,  be  a  Committee  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

Saturday,  April  30. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor's  anfvver  to  the  melTage  from  the 
Houfe,  with  the  refolution  of  the  2  2d  inft. 


Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  AJfembly. 

The  prefent  you  have  made  me,  by  your  unanimous  refolu- 
tion of  the  22d  inftant,  is  ineftimable. 

A  foldier's 
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A  foldier's  honour,  with  emblem  and  emphafis,  is  placed  in 
his  fword  ;  and  I  fhall  tranfmit  your  precious  gift  to  my 
pofterity,  as  an  everlafting  mark  of  the  reverence,  the  attach- 
ment, and  the  gratitude,  I  bear  to  the  ifland  of  Jamaica. 

Balcarres,. 

The  following  addrefs  was  this  day  prefented  to  his  honour 
the  Lieutenant-Governor. 

WE,  his  Majefty's  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeds,  the  AfTembly  of 
Jamaica,  beg  leave  to  offer  to  your  honour  our  moft  fmcere  and 
cordial  congratulations  on  the  happy  and  complete  termination 
of  the  rsbellion  of  the  Trelawney-Town  Maroons. 

This  great  and  important  event  mufi:  be  produdive  of  fub- 
ftantial  benefits  and  falutary  confequences  to  the  country,  in 
every  point  of  view  in  which  it  can  be  contemplated  :  tranquil- 
lity and  the  enjoyment  of  our  civil  rights,  are  reftored  ;  publick 
credit,  fo  effential  to  the  fupport  of  government,  and  to  the  prof- 
peri  ty,  if  not  to  the  very  exiftence  of  the  country,  is  re- 
eftabhlhed,  and  our  internal  fecurity  greatly  increafed  and 
confirmed. 

From  all  thefe  ineftimable  advantages,  we  look  forward  with 
confidence  to  the  augmentation  of  the  value  of  property,  which 
is  likely  to  take  place  ;  and  which,  in  time,  we  truft,  will  com- 
penfate  all  the  lofles  and  expenditure  of  treafure  unavoidably 
incurred  in  the  profecution  of  the  war. 

It  is  with  peculiai-  fatisfaclion  and  gratitude  we  acknov/ledo-e 

the  lively   impreffion  made  on  us  by  the  energv  difplayed  by 

your  Lordlhip  in  difficult  operations  of  war  ;  which  affords  the 

moil  convincing  proof,  that  the  zeal,  ardour,  and  adivity  mani» 
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felted  in  vour  military  conduft,  have  only  been  equalled  by  the 
found  policy,  and  decilive  meafures,  which  marked  the  wifdom 
of  your  councils, 

HIS  honour's  axswer. 
Ulr.  speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  llrAife  of  Affembly. 

Your  addrefs  excites  in  mv  bolom  every  fenfation  of  pleafare, 
the  m.ind  of  man  is  capable  of  receiving. 

The  picture  vou  have  drawn  of  the  future  prolj:)erity  of  the 
-iiland,  is  ftrong  and  imiprefnve. 

After  contem^plating  the  unavoidable  calamities  of  war,  a 
fentiment  arifes,  grateful  and  foothing  to  a  feeling  heart— 

That,  during  your  conteft  with  an  enemy  the  moft  ferocious 
that  ever  difgraced  the  annals  of  hiftory  : 

That,  during  vour  conteft  with,  an  army  of  favages,  who 
have  indifcriminately  maffacred  every  prifoner  whom  the 
-fortune  oi  war  had  placed  in  their  power — no  barbaritv,  nor  a 
fino:le  acl:  of  retaliation,  has  fallied  the  brightnefs  of  your  arms, 

I  PRAY  that  the  energy,  the  vigour,  and  the  humanity,  which 
you  have  io  honourably  difplaved,  may  defcend  to  your  children  ; 
and  fecure  to  them  for  ever,  thofe  bleflings  which  you  have  hi- 
therto enjoyed,  under  the  mild  and  happy  government  of  the 
illuftrious  Houfe  q>x  Hanover- 


^  It  muft  not  be  omitted  (though  I  mention  it  with  great 
concern)  that  Major-General  Walpole,  being  diflatisfied  with 
the  refolution  of  the  Legiflature  to  tranfport  the  jNIaroons  from 
the  country,  declined  the  acceptance  of  the  fword  voted  by  the 
Affembly. 
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CHAP.    II.    OF    BOOK    II. 


CONTAINING 


Obfervations  on  the  Sugar  Jnts  in  the  I/land  of  Grenada ;  extradied 
from  a  Letter  of  John  Cafiles,  Efq.  to  General  Melville  :  read 
before  the  Royal  Society  in  May  1790. 

'jpHE  Sugar  Ants,  fo  called  from  their  ruinous  effefts  on 
fugar  cane,  are  fuppofed  to  have  iirft  made  their  appear- 
ance in  Grenada  about  the  year  1770,  on  a  fugar  plantation  at 
Petit  Havre  ;  a  bay  five  or  fix  miles  from  the  town  of  St. 
George,  the  capital,  conveniently  fituated  for  fmugglino-  from 
IMartinico:  it  was  therefore  concluded,  they  were  brought 
from  thence  in  fom.e  vefTel  employed  in  that  trade,  which  is 
very  probable,  as  colonies  of  them  in  like  manner  were  after- 
wards propagated  in  different  parts  of  the  ifland  by  droghers, 
or  vefTels  employed  in  carrying  ftores,  &c.  from  one  part  of  the 
iiland  to  another.  ' 

From  thence  they  continued  to  extend  themfelves  on  all  fides 
for  feveral  years ;  deftroying  in  fucceffion  every  fjgar  planta- 
tion between  St.  George's  and  St.  John's,  a  fpace  of  about 
twelve  miles.  At  the  fame  time,  colonies  of  them  be^an  to 
be  obferved  in  different  parts  of  the  ifland,  particularly  at 
Duquefne  on  the  north,  and  Calavini  on  the  fouth  fi.de 
of  it. 

Vol.  IIL  ^^,  All 
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All  attempts  ct  the  planters  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  ravages 
of  theie  inlecls^  having  been  found  ineifeilual.  it  well  became 
the  legifiature  to  offer  great  publicTc  rewards  to  anv  perfon 
who  ihould  difcover  a  practicable  method  of  deftroying  them, 
ib  as  to  permit  the  cultivation  of  the  fugar  cane  as  formerlv. 
Accordingly,  an  act  of  aifem.blv  was  palled,  by  which  fucb  dif- 
coverer  was  entitled  to  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  to  be  paid 
from  the  publick  .treafury  of  the  ifland. 

IvIany  were  tlie  candidates  on  this  occafion,  but  verv  far 
were  any  of  them  from  having  any  jull  claim  :  iieverthelefs, 
coniiderable  fums  of  monev  were  granted,  in  confideration  of 
trouble  and  expences  in  making  experiments,  &:c. 

In  Grenada  there  had  al^^  avs  been  feveral  i^jecies  of  ants, 
diifering  in  lize,  colour,  &:c.  which  howev-er  were  perfe<5lly 
innocent  with  relpecl  to  the  fugar-cane.  The  ants  in  queflion, 
on  the  contrary,  were  not  only  highly  injurious  to  it,  but  to 
ieveral  forts  of  trees,  fuch  as  the  lime,  lemon,  orange,  &:c. 

These  ants  are  of  the  middle  fize,  of  a  {lender  make,  of  a 
dark  red  colour,  and  remarkable  for  the  quicknefs  of  their 
motions;  but  their  gi'eateft  peculiarities  are,  their  tall:e  when 
applied  to  the  tongue,  the  immeniity  of  their  number,  and 
their  choice  of  places  for  their  nefts. 

All  the  other  ipecies  of  ants  in  Grenada  have  a  bitter 
mufky  tafte,  Thele,  on  the  contrary,  are  acid  in  the  higheft  de- 
gree, and  when  a  number  of  them  were  rubbed  together  be- 
tween the  palms  of  the  hands,  they  emitted  a  ftrong  vitriolick 
Ihlphureous  linell  ;  fo  much  fo,  that,  when  this  experiment  \^'as 
made,  a  gentleman  conceived  that  it  might  be  owing  to  this 
quality  that   thefe    infeds   were  io   unfriendly  to    vegetation. 

This 
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This  criterion  to  dilliiiiguim  them  was  infallible,  and  known  to 
every  one. 

Their  numbers  were  incredible.  I  ha^'e  ieen  the  roads 
coloured  by  them  for  miles  together  ;  and  fo  crowded  were 
thev  in  manv  places,  that  the  print  of  the  horfes  feet  would 
appear  for  a  moment  or  two,  until  filled  up  by  the  fjrrounding 
multitude.  This  is  no  exaggeration.  All  the  other  f[3ecies  of 
ants,  although  numerous,  were  circumfcrlbed  and  confined  to 
a  fmall  fpot,  in  proportion  to  the  fpace  occupied  by  the  cane 
ants,  as  a  mole  hill  to  a  mountain.. 

The  common  black  ants  of  that  country  had  their  nefts  about 
the  foundation  of  houfes  or  old  walls ;  others  in  hollow  trees ; 
and  a  large  fpecies  in  the  paftures,  defcending  by  a  Imall  aper- 
ture underground.  The  fugar  ants,  I  believe,  univerfally  con- 
ftru^led  their  nefts  amoiig.  the  roots  of  particular  plants  and 
trees,  fuch  as  the  fugar-cane,  lime,  lemon,  and  orange  trees,  &:c. 

The  deftruiSlion.  of  thefe  ants  was  attempted  chiefly  two 
wavs  ;   bv  poifon,  and  the  application  of  fire. 

For  the  firlt  purpofe,  arfenick  and  corrolive  fubliraate  mixed 
with  animal  lubftances,  fuch  as  fait  fifh,  herrings,  crabs^  and 
other  fhell  fifh,  &c.  were  uied,  which  was  greedily  devoured  by 
them.  Myriads  of  them  were  thus  deftroyed  ;  and  the  more  fo, 
as  it  was  obferved  by  a  magnifying  glafs,  and  indeed  (though 
notfodi{l:in61;ly)by  thenakedeye,.  that  corroiive  fublimate  had  the 
effecl  of  rendering  them  fo  outrageous  that  they  deftroyed  each 
other  ;  and  that  effecl  was  produced  even  by  coming  into  con- 
tact with  it.  But  it  is  clear,  and  it  was  found,  that  thefe  poifons 
could  not  be  laid  in  fufficient  quantities  over  fo  large  a  tracl  of 
land  as  to  give  the  hundred  thoufandth  part  of  them  a  tafte.. 

^Az  The 
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The  ufe  of  fire  afforded  a  greater  probability  of  fuccefs ;  for 
(from  \vhatever  caufe)  it  was  obferved;  that  if  wood,  burnt  to 
the  ftate  of  charcoal,  without  flame,  and  immediately  taken 
froni  the  lire,  was  laid  in  their  wav,  they  crowded  to  it  in  fuch 
amazing  numbers  as  fcon  to  extinguifli  it,  although  with  the 
dellruftion  of  thoufands  of  them  in  efFeding  it.  This  part  of 
their  hiftory  appears  fcarcely  credible ;  but,  on  making  the  ex- 
periment myfeif,  I  found  it  literally  true.  I  laid  fire,  as  above 
defcribed,  where  there  appeared  but  very  few  ants,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  minutes  thoufands  were  feen  crowdino-  to  it  and 
upon  it,  till  it  was  perfectly  covered  by  their  dead  bodies.  Holes 
were  therefore  dug  at  proper  diftances  in  a  cane  piece,  and  fre 
m.ade  in  each  hole.  Prodigious  quantities  perifhed  in  this  wav; 
for  thofe  fxres,  when  extinguiilied,  appeared  in  the  fliape  of 
mole  hills,  n-om  the  numbers  of  their  dead  bodies  heaped  on 
them.  Neverthelefs  the  ants  foon  appeared  again,  as  nume- 
rous as  ever.  This  may  be  accounted  for,  not  only  Trom  their 
amazing  fecunditv,  but  that  probahlv  none  of  the  breedino-  ants 
or  young  brood  fuifered  from  the  experiment. 

For  the  fame  reafon,  the  momentary  general  application  of 
fire  by  burning  the  cane  trafh  (or  firaw  of  the  cane)  as  it  lay  on 
the  ground,  proved  as  little  effedual;  for^ although,  perhaps, 
multitudes  of  ants  might  have  been  deflroyed,  yet  in  general 
they  would  efcape  by  retiring  to  their  nefls  under  cover,  out  of 
its  reach,  and  the  breeding  ants,  with  their  young  progeny, 
mufl  have  remained  unhurt. 

This  calamity,  which  refifted  lb  long  the  efTorts  of  the 
planters,  was  at  length  removed  by  another;  which,  however 
ruinous  to  the  other  iflands  in  the  Wefl  Indies,  and  in  other 

rel]3ecls. 
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refpects,  was  to  Grenada  a  very  great  bleffing;  namely,  the  appendix 
hurricane  in  1780;  without  which  it  is  probable,  the  cultiva-  ch.n.Bcokn, 
tion  of  the  fugar-cane  in  the  moft  valuable  parts  of  that  iilaiid 
muit  have  in  a  great  meafare  been  throv^'n  aiide,  at  leail;  for 
fome  vears.  How  this  hurricane  produced  this  eftecl,  has  been 
coniidered  rather  as  a  matter  of  wonder  and  furprize  than  at- 
tempted to  be  explained.  By  attending  to  the  following  ob- 
fervations,  the  difficulty,  I  believe,  will  be  removed. 

These  ants  make  their  neflis  or  cells  for  the  reception  of 
their  eo-o-s,  onlv  under  or  amons;  the  roots  of  flich  trees  or 
plants  as  are  not  only  capable  of  protecting  them  from  heavy 
rains,  but  are  at  the  fame  time  fo  firm  in  the  ground  as  to  af- 
ford a  fecure  balls  to  fupport  them  againft  any  injury  occafioned 
by  the  agitation  of  the  ufual  winds.  This  double  qualification 
the  fli-2;ar-cane  poffefles  in  a  very  great  degree;  for  a  ftool  of 
canes  (\\'hich  is  the  affemblage  of  its  numerous  roots  where  the 
ftems  begin  to  fnoot  out)  is  almoft  impenetrable  to  rain,  and  is 
alfo,  from  the  amazing  numbers  and  extenlion  of  the  roots, 
firmly  fixed  to  the  ground.  Thus,  when  every  other  part  of 
the  field  is  drenched  v/ith  rain,  the  ground  under  thole  ftools 
will  be  found  quite  dry,  as  I  and  every  other  planter  m^uft  have 
obferved  when  digging  out  the  ftools  in  a  cane  piece,  to  pi'e- 
pare  for  replanting.  And  when  canes  are  lodged  or  laid  down 
bv  the  ufual  winds,  or  fall  down  by  their  own  luxuriancy,  the 
ftools  commonly  remain  in  the  ground;  hence,  in  ordinary 
weather,  the  nefts  of  thefe  ants  are  in  a  ftate  of  perfect 
lecurity. 

The  lime,  lernon,  orange,  and  fome  other  trees,  aftord  thefe 
infecls  the  fame  advantages  from  the  great  number  and  quality 
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APPENDIX   of  their  roots,  which  are  £rm]y  fixed  to  the  earth,  and  are  vqti 
Gii.n.Bockii.  large;  befides  which,  their  tops  are  ik>  very  thick  and  umbrao-e- 
ous  as  to  prevent  even  a  very  heavy  rain  from  reaching  the 
ground  underneath. 

On  the  contrary,  thefe  ants'  nefl:s  are  never  found  at  the 
roots  of  trees  or  plants  incapable  of  affording  the  above  protec= 
tion;  fuch  for  inflance  as  the  coffee  tree:  it  is  indeed  fufiiciently 
firm  in  the  ground,,  but  it  has  only  one  larg€  tap  root,  which 
goes  flraight  downwards;,  and  its  lateral  roots  are  fo  fmall  as  to 
afford  no  fhelter  againft  rain.  So  again,  the  roots  of  the  cotton 
flirub  run  too  near  the  furface  of  the  earth  to  prevent  the  accefs 
of  rain,  and  are  neither  fufficiently  permanent,  nor  firm  enough 
to  refifl  the  agitation  by  the  ufual  winds.  The  fame  obferva- 
tion  will  be  found  true  with  refpe61  to  cacao,  plantains,  maize^. 
tobacco,  indigo,  and  many  other  fpecies  of  trees  and  plants. 

Trees  or  plants  of  the  firfl  defcription  always  fuffer  more  or 
lefs  in  lands  infefled  with  thefe  ants;  whereas  thofe  of  the  latter 
never  do.  Hence  we  may  fairly  conclude,  that  the:  mifchief 
done  by  thefe  infefts  is  occafioned  only  by  their  lodo-ino-  and- 
making  their  nefls  about  the  roots  of  particular  trees  or  plants. 
Thus  the  roots  of  the  iugar-canes  are  fomehow  or  other  fo  much^ 
injured  by  them,  as  to  be  incapable  of  performing  their  office 
of  fupplying  due  nourifhment  to  the  plants,  which,  therefore,, 
become  fickly  and  flinted,.  and  confequently  do  not  afford  juices 
fit  for  making  fugar  in  either  tolerable  quantity  or  quality. 

Th.at  thefe  ants  do  not  feed  on   any  part  of  the  canes  or 
trees  affeded  ieems  very  clear,  for  no  lofs  of  fubflance  in  either  . 
the  one  or  the  other  has  ever  been  obferved;  nor  have  they 
ever  been  feen  carrying  off  vegetable  fubflances  of  any  fort.. 
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On  the  contrary,  there  is  the  greateft  prefumption  that  thefe    ap 
ants  are  carnivorous,  and  feed  entirely  on-  animal  fubftances ;   ch 
for  if  a  dead  infe61,  or  animal  food  of  any  fort,  was  laid  in 
their  way,  it  was  immediately  carried  off.     It  was  found  almofl 
impoffible  to  preferve  cold  viftuals  from  them.     The  largeft 
carcafles,  as  foon  as  they  began  to  become  putrid,  fo  as  that 
they  could  feparate  the  parts,  foon  difappeared.     Negroes  with 
fores   had   difficulty  to   keep  the  ants  from  the  edges  of  them. 
They  deftroyed  all  other  vermin,  rats  in  particular,  of  which 
they  cleared  every  plantation  they  came  upon,  which  they  proba- 
bly effefted  by  attacking  their  young.  It  was  found  that  poultry, 
or  other  fmall  flock,  could  be  raifed  with  the  greateft  difficulty; 
and   the  eyes,  nofe,  and   other  emunclories  of  the   bodies  of 
dying  or  dead  animals  were  inftantly  covered  with  thefe  ants. 

From  what  has  been  faid  it  appears,  that  a  dry  fituation,  fo 
as  to  exclude  the  ordinary  rains  from  their  nefts  or  cells,  ap- 
propriated for  the  receptioii  of  their  eggs  or  young  brood,  is 
abfolutely  neceiTary;  but  that  thefe  fituations,  however  well 
calculated  for  the  ufual  weather,  could  not  afford  this  protec- 
tion from  rain  during  the  hurricane,  may  be  eafily  conceived. 

When  by  the  violence  of  the  tempeft  heavy  pieces  of  artiU 
lery  were  removed   from   their  places,  and  houfes  and   liigar 

there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
above    g-round,    mufl   have 


works  levelled  with  the  ground 


thin< 


ofrowmg; 


trees,    and    every    ^^^^^.^   ^.y^,,...^ 

greatly  fuffered.  This  was  the  cafe.  Great  numbers  of  trees 
and  plants  (which  commonly  refifl:  the  ordinary  winds)  were 
torn  out  by  the  root.  The  canes  were  univerfally  either  lodged 
or  twifted  about  as  if  by  a  whirlwind,  or  torn  out  of  the  ground 
In  ihe  latter  cafe,  the  breeding  ants,  with  their 

progeny, 


altogether. 
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APPzxDis  progeny,  muil  have  been  expofed  to  inevitable  derimaion  from 
Ch^Bookii.   the  deluge  of  rain  which  fell  at  the  fame  time.     The  number 
of  canes,   however,  thus  torn  out  of  the  ground,  could  not  have 
been  adequate  to  the  fudden  diminution  of  the  fugar  ants;  but 
it  is  eafv  to  conceive  that  the  roots  of  canes,  which  remained 
on  the  ground,  and  the  earth  about  them,  were  fo  agitated  and 
ihaken,   and  at  the  fame  time  the   ants'  nefts  ^-ereVo  broken 
open  or  injured   by  the  violence  of  the  wind,  as  to   admit   the 
torrents    of  rain  accompanying   it.     I    apprehend,    therefore, 
that  the  principal  defrruction  of  thefe  ants  muft  have  been  thus 
effeded. 

^  It  muft  not  however  be  denied,  that  though  nature  for  a 
time  may  permit  a  particular  l|Decies  of  animal  to  become  fo 
dilproportionably  numerous  as  to  endanger  feme  other  parts  of 
her  v/orks,  fhe  herfelf  will  in  due  time  put  a  check  upon  the 
too  great  increafe;  and  that  is  often  done  by  an  increafe  of 
lome  other  anim.al  inimical  to  the  former  deftroyers.  In  the 
prefent  cafe,  however,  nothing  of  that  fort  appeared;  there- 
fore, when  a  plain  natural  caufe,  obvious  to  our  fenfes,  occur- 
red, by  which  we  can  account  for  the  amazing  and  fudden  de- 
<:reafe  of  thofe  ruinous  infecls,  it  is  unneceifary  to  recur  to 
fether  pofiible  caufes  too  minute  for  our  inveffigation. 

All  I  have  faid  on  this  fubjed  would  certaiidv  be  of  little  or 
r.o  confequence,  did  it  not  lead  to  the  true  method  of  cultivat- 
mg  the  fugar- cane  on  lands  mfefted  with  thofe  deflrac^ive  in- 
fefls;  in  which  point  of  view,  however,  it  becomes  important. 

If  then  the  above  doctrine  be  juil,  it  follows  that  the  whole- 
of  our  attention  muil  be  turned  to  the  deftruaion  of  the  nells  of 
thefe  ants,  and  ccnfequently  the  breeding  ants  with  their  eegs 
cr  young  brood. 

5  U^ 
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In  order  to  efFed  this,  all  trees  and  fences,  under  the  roots 
of  which  thefe  ants  commonly  take  their  refidence,  fhould  firft 
be  grubbed  out;  particularly  lime  or  lemon  fences,  which  are 
very  common  in  Grenada,  and  which  generally  fufFei^ed  from 
the  ants  before  the  canes  appeared  in  the  leaft  injured;  after 
which  the  canes  fhould  be  flumped  out  with  care,  and  the 
flools  burnt  as  foon  as  poffible,  together  with  the  field  trafh  (or 
the  dried  leaves  and  tops  of  the  canes)  in  order  to  prevent  the 
ants  from  making  their  efcape  to  new  quarters.  The  beft  way 
of  doing  this,  I  apprehend,  will  be  to  gather  the  field  trafh 
together  in  confiderable  heaps,  and  to  throw  the  flools  as  foon 
as  dug  out  of  the  ground  into  them,  and  immediately  apply 
fire.  By  this  means  multitudes  muft  be  deflroyed;  for  the 
field  trafh,  when  dry,  burns  with  great  rapidity.  The  land 
fhould  then  be  ploughed  or  hoe-ploughed  twice  (but  at  leaft 
once)  in  the  wettefl  feafon  of  the  year,  in  order  to  admit  the 
rains,  before  it  is  hoed  for  planting  the  cane;  by  thefe  means 
thefe  infe6fs,  I  apprehend,  will  be  fo  much  reduced  in  number 
as  at  leail  to  fecure  a  good  plant  cane. 

But  it  is  the  cuftom  in  mofl  of  the  Wefl  India  iflands  to  per- 
mit the  canes  to  ratoon;  that  is,  after  the  canes  have  once 
been  cut  down  for  the  purpofe  of  making  fugar,  they  are  fuf- 
fered  to  grow  up  again  without  replanting;  and  this  generally 
for  three  or  four  years,  but  fometimes  for  ten,  fifteen,  or 
twenty.  In  this  mode  of  culture  the  ftools  become  larger  every 
year,  fo  as  to  grow  out  of  the  ground  to  a  confiderable  height, 
and  by  that  means  afford  more  and  more  fhelter  to  the  ants' 
nefls;  therefore  for  two  or  three  fucceilive  crops  the  canes 
fhould  be  replanted  yearly,  fo  as   not  only  to  afford  as  little 
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APPENfDix  cover  as  poffible  for  the  ants'  nefcs,  but  continually  to  difturb 
I-.  /b  I,,  fuch  ants  as  mav  have  efcaiDed,  in  the  bufinefs  of  propao-atinc 
their  Ipecies. 

That  confiderable  expence  and  labour  will  attend  putting 
this  method  into  execution  there  is  no  doubt.  An  expenlive 
cure,  however,  is  better  than  none;  but  from  the  general 
principles  of  agriculture,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  planter  will 
be  amplv  repaid  for  his  trouble  by  the  goodnefs  of  his  crops,  ir£ 
confequence  of  the  fuperior  tilth  the  land  ^vill  receive  in  the 
propofed  method.     . 
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So7?ie  Account  of  the  Cultivation  of  the  Clove  Tree,  in  the 
If  and  of  Dominica,  by  William  Urban  Buee,  Efq.  of  that 
Ifand\from  a  Memoir  prefented  by  him  in  i'j()(i  to  the  Lords 
of  the  Committee  of  Council  for  the  Affairs  of  "trade  and 
Pla7itations. 

A  BOUT  the   month   of  July   1789,    a  friend  of  mine  in    appendix 
■^  Cayenne  fent  me,    as  a  prefent,    a  clove  tree  about  fix  to 

inches  high,  having  fix  or  eight  leaves,  and  accompanied  with 
a  printed  paper  refpedling  the  cultivation  of  it.  It  was  re- 
quired by  my  friend's  paper,  that  the  tree  fhould  be  planted  in 
a  rich  foil,  and  in  a  molft  and  cool  fituation,  and  in  the  fliade 
of  fome  trees  round  it.  It  was  alfo  obferved,  by  my  friend, 
that  the  tree  would  thrive  beft,  if  it  were  planted  betv/een  four 
plantain  trees.  The  continent  of  Cayenne  being  free  from 
hurricanes,  and  the  ifland  of  Dominica  being,  on  the  contrary, 
expofed  to  them,  I  thought  that  the  plantain  trees  were  of  too 
tender  a  nature  to  afford  a  fufficient  fnade;  becaufe  with  tihe 
leafl  guft  of  wind  they  might  fall  on  the  clove  tree  and  deftroy 
'  3  B  2  it: 
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APPEVDix   it:  in  confequence,  I  felecled  one  of  the  richeft  fpots  on  my 
eftate,  being  a  rich  black  foil,  where  I  had  fixteen  thoufand 
coffee  trees  growing  moll  luxuriantly;  between  four  of  thofe 
coffee  trees  I  planced    my  clove  tree  with  great  care;  I  fur- 
rounded  it  w  ith  fticks  to  prevent  it  from  being  trod  upon ;  the 
coffee  trees  fen-ed  as  a  fhade,  and  my  intention  was,  when  the 
^^Qve  tree  fliould  extend  itfelf,  to  lop  or  cut  down  the  coffee 
tree  nearefl:  to  it.     Every  poffible  care  was  taken  of  this  plant; 
it  was  kept  clean,  and  every  time  I  went  on  my  eftate  I  vifited 
it;  knowing  of  what  confequence  it  would  be  to  the  publick 
in  general,  and  to  m.e  in  particular,  if  I   could  bring  this  ex- 
periment to  fucceed.     It  may  be   eafdy  fuppofed   with  what 
anxiety  I  viewed  the  grovrth  of  the  plant;  but,  alas!  what  wasf 
my  grief,  when  I  found  the  clove  tree  hardly  vegetatinff,  lofincr 
its  old  leaves,  as  new  ones  fprung  at  the  top;  and,  in  the  lono- 
:lpace  of  near  fix  months,  not  gaining  an  inch  in  hei^^ht:  dif- 
apjx)inted  in  my  hopes,   I  informed  my  friend  of  the  little  fuc- 
cefs  I  had  had,  and  intreated  his  afiiftance  in  procurino-  other 
trees,  if  poffible.      In  the  m^onth  of  December  1789,  two  more 
trees  were  fent  tO'  me.     From  my  firft  difappointment,  I  wifhed 
to  plant  thefe  new  trees  nearer  to  my  houfe,  and  in  a  place  that 
would  be  convenient  for  watching  and  promoting  their  growth. 
My  dwelling-houle  is  iituated  on  a  hill,  to  theeaflvvard,  which 
hill  is  compofed  of  a  fiiff,  red-clay  foil;  at  the  foot  of  this  hill, 
and  on  the  eafl:  fide,  is  fituated  my  garden;  to  obtain  a  fiat  of 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  fqu are,  one  part  of  that  hill 
has  been  dug  and   levelled,  which  in  fome  parts   has  made  a 
bank  of  nearly  eleven  feet  high;  the  ground  was  fpread  over, 
in  order  to  fill  up  the  inequalities  of  the  furface ;  it  will  readily 
3  be 
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be  obferved  how  poor  feme  part  of  that  furface  muft  be,  par- 
ticularly on  that  fide,  where  eleven  feet  were  cut  from  the 
hill.  Here,  I  planted  the  above  mentioned  two  trees,  but,  at 
the  lame  time,  took  care  to  place  them  as  far  as  I  could  from 
that  fide  of  the  hill  which  had  been  pared  down,  as  I  had  ob- 
ferved its  foil  was  a  ftifF,  red-clay;  I  therefore  dug  two  holes, 
at  about  twelve  feet  from  each  other,  of  about  eighteen  inches 
diameter,  and  two  feet  deep;  finding  the  fubftratum  to  be  of  a 
yellow,  fiirong,  gravelly  nature,  I  filled  up  thefe  two  holes  with 
fome  good  mould,  and  in  each  of  them  I  planted  a  clove  tree ; 
they  grew  faft  and  with  luxuriance;  which  induced  me  to 
tranfplant  the  firfi:  clove  tree  I  had  received  into  the  fame  gar- 
den, obferving  the  fame  treatment;  but  whilll:  that  tree  was 
growing  to  my  fatisfaftion,  an  infecl  defiiroyed  the  top  of  it^ 
and  occafioned  its  death. 

In  the  month  of  November  1791,  being  at  Martinico,  I" 
vifited  the  different  gardens  in  and  about  the  town  of  Saint 
Pierre:  as  I  was  walking  in  the  garden  belonging  to  the  Do- 
minican friars,  I  remarked  feveral  young  clove  trees,  each  in 
a  feparate  baiket;  they  were  the  property  of  a  gardener  from 
Cayenne,  and  were  to  be  difpofed  of.  I  pui-chafed  the  whole 
of  them,  confiding  of  fourteen  trees:  after  coliecling,  from  the 
generofity  of  my  friends,  different  other  plants^  1  returned  to 
Dominica,  rich  with  my  new  acquifition  of  clove  trees,  and 
determined  to  try  different  foils.  Holes  were  dug  in  feveral 
parts  of  my  garden,  from  twelve  to  fourteen  feet  diflance,  and 
of  about  the  fame  dimenfions  as  thofe  mentioned  before;  on 
examining  the  foil,  I  found  fome  of  a  ftiff  gravelly  nature;  in 
other  parts,  the  fubftratum   was  ef  a  yellow  fandy  kind ;  in 
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feme  holes,  after  taking  out  about  fix  inches  of  the  furface,  I 
found  a  ftitt  red-clay;  mixing  lome  black  mould  with  the  dif- 
ferent earths  taken  out  of  thefe  holes,  I  filled  them  up,  and 
planted  in  them  ten  out  of  the  fourteen  trees,  referving  four 
trees  for  that  part  of  the  garden  nearer  the  foot  of  the  hill, 
where  ten  or  eleven  feet  had  been  cut  from  the  furface;  there 
I  dug  no  more  than  was  neceiTary  to  plant  my  trees:  the 
G-round  was  a  clofe,  compacf,  ftitt,  red-clav.  In  order  to  make 
an  experiment,  I  mixed  no  mould,  dung,  fand,  or  other  foil, 
wdth  defign  to  open  the  pores  of  the  clay,  but  planted  thefe 
laft  four  trees  in  that  clay,  without  the  affiflance  of  any  thing 
whatever;  abandoning  their  fare  to  nature,  being  refolved  to 
run  the  rilk  of  lofing  them,  for  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining, 
whether  the  clove  tree  required  a  rich  foil  or  not.  At  the 
mom_ent  I  now  write,  (O6lober  1793,)  twenty-three  months 
have  elapfed,  fince  the  planting  of  thefe  laft  fourteen  trees; 
and  it  is  with  fatisfaction  I  can  afTert,  that  the  four  trees, 
which  were  planted  in  the  clay,  have  grown,  with  at  leaf!:  as 
much,  if  not  more  luxuriance,'  than  the  other  ten:  they  are 
from  five  to  fix  feet  high,  growing  with  vigour,  fully  furnifhed 
with  branches  at  the  bottoni,  and  terminating  in  a  point  at  the 
top,  like  a  pvramfid:  out  of  thofe  fourteen  trees,  fix  of  them 
were  planted  in  a  row,  in  the  fiattell  part  of  the  garden;  the 
c^round,  with  which  the  holes  had  been  filled  up  having  lunka 
little  below  the  furface,  a  hollow  round  three  of  thefe  trees 
was  formed,  and  the  water,  not  having  a  fufficient  current, 
collefted  round  them:  one  tree  died;  the  other  two  appearnig 
to  be  in  a  declining  frate,  I  raifed  them  above  fix  inches,  that 
thev  mlt!:ht  be  rather  above  the  furface  of  the  ground.  Al- 
though 
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though  thefe  trees  were  planted  with  the  others  in  November 
1^91,  one  of  the  two  dechning  trees  is  not  above  fix  inches 
high,  and  the  other  twelve  inches,  whilfl  the  other  trees  are 
three  feet  in  height;  tliis  is  a  fufficient  proof,  that  the  clove 
tree  requires  a  dry  fituation,  and  dreads  a  ipringy  damp  foil ; 
though  a  certain  degree  of  moifture  will  promote  its  growth. 

In  the  month  of  January  1793,  with  much  trouble  and  ex- 
pence  (I  fay  trouble,  becaufe  the  exportation  from  the  French 
iflands  is  prohibited),  I  procured  two  boxes  o^  mother  of  cloves^ ', 
the  berries  were  packed,  fome  in  fand,  others  in  loofe  earth: 
upon  receiving  them,  I  ordered  beds  to  be  prepared  in  my  gar- 
den, and  in  different  parts  of  my  eftate,  for  the  conveniency  of 
tranfplanting,  and  of  faving  diftance,  when  the  nurferies  ilioukl 
be  fit  for  that  purpofe.  I  planted  thefe  feeds  at  about  fix 
inches  diflance,  covering  them  with  about  one  inch  of  earth. 
I  had  been  previoufly  told,  that  the  clove  tree,  when  young,  re- 
quires to  be  fheltered  from  the  fun;  but  refleding  on  the  lati- 
tudes of  Cayenne,  and  of  the  Moluccas,  which  are  under  the 
fourth  and  fifth  degrees,  the  one  north,  the  other  fouth,  and  the 
latitude  of  Dominica,  which  is  between  the  fifteenth  and  fif- 
teenth degrees  north,  I  knew  that  ten  degrees  would  make  a 
material  difference  in  the  climate,  particularly  on  jMontpellier 
eftate,  which  is  fituated  on  an  elevated  fituation,  and  about 
three  miles  diftant  from  the  fea.  I  thought,  that  if  I  could 
rear  thofe  feeds  without  the  affiftance  of  any  fhade,  they  would, 
from  their  infancy,  be  inured  to  the  fun  and  air,  would  be 
more  hardy,  and   confequently  v/ould  bear  tranfplanting  with 
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lefs  rifk  and  danger;  but  in  this  I  was  deceived.  The  mother 
of  clove,  on  its  iirfl  vifible  vegetation,  appears  hke  a  fmall, 
ftraight,  red  dart;  when  it  comes  to  two  inches  high,  two  fmall 
red  leaves  are  feen  on  its  top;  on  the  firfl:  appearance  of  thefe 
leaves,  when  hardly  perceptible  to  the  naked  eye,  I  found,  that 
on  the  fun  fliining  with  any  degree  of  heat,  the  plants  drooped 
and  periflied;  whereby  many  feeds  were  loft:  I  therefore  caufed 
fmall  frames  to  be  erefted  over  all  the  beds,  about  three  feet 
high  from  the  ground,  and  I  fpread  on  them  plantain  leaves, 
in  order  to  fhade  the  young  plants:  I  kept  fupplying  thofe 
leaves  for  near  nine  months;  after  vi^hich  time  I  fufFered  the 
leaves  to  decay  gradually,  that  the  fun  might  be  admitted  to  the 
plants,  as  they  acquired  ftrength;  and  in  the  Ipace  of  twelve 
months,  they  were  fit  to  be  tranfplanted.  Out  of  fix  thoufand 
mother  of  cloves,  I  faved  from  fifteen  to  fixteen  hundred  trees, 
which  I  began  to  tranlplant  in  January  1794,  in  the  open  field, 
at  fixteen  feet  diftance.  They  are  growing  very  luxuriantly :  I 
have  lofi;  but  few,  and  none  but  fuch  as  were  in  places,  where 
the  water  collected.  They  are  now  fifteen  months  old,  from 
the  day  they  were  tranfplanted,  and  moft  of  them  are  between 
three  and  four  feet  high,  apparently  very  healthy.  The  ground, 
wherein  they  are  planted,  had  been  under  coffee  for  forty 
years;  the  coftee  trees  had  decayed,  which  I  tried  in  vain  to  re- 
place, but  they  would  not  grow.  Being  difappointed,  I  turned 
it  into  a  pafture,  which,  from  negle6l,  was  covered  with  guava 
buflies,  a  plant  very  prejudicial  to  any  foil;  I  then  refolved  to 
clear  it,  and  plant  my  clove  trees  in  it.  This  paflure  ground, 
on  the  whole,  is  of  a  compa61-,  flrong,  gravelly  foil;  in  fome 
parts  it  is  of  a  clayey^  nature;  but  the  trees  grow  well  in  both. 
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As  Abbe  Raynal  has  been  very  exacl  in  his  clefcription  of  the 
clove,  I  fhall  adopt  the  fame  from  his  hiftory.  "  'thefozvers  of 
"  the  clove  tree  are  difpofed  /«  a  corymbus  terminalis',  they  have 
*'  each  of  them  a  long  cjuadrifd  calix^  which  bears  as  many  petals, 
"  atid  a  great  number  ofjiamina;  the  piftil,  inclofed  at  the  bottom 
"  of  this  calix,  becomes  along  zvith  it  an  oviform  fruit,  filed  up 
"  ivith  a  fugle  kernel,  and  known  by  the  name  of  mother  of  clove ; 
"  this  fame  calix,  gathered  before  the  unfolding  of  the  petals  and 
"*'  the  fecundation  of  the  pijiily  is  the  clove  as  fold  in  the f tops.  'The 
"  clove  is  ft  to  be  gathered  when  it  has  acquired  a  reddijh  caf,  and 
"  a  certain  degree  of firmnefs.^''  The  two  clove  trees,  which  I 
planted  in  December  1789,  appeared  with  clove  buds,  on  or 
about  the  20th  January  1795;  fome  of  the  cloves  were  fit  to  be 
gathered  in  May  and  June  following;  and  fuch  of  the  cloves  as 
were  left  on  the  trees  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  the  mother 
of  cloves,  for  feeds,  acquired  a  proper  degree  of  maturity,  in 
July  and  Auguft :  fo  that  allowing  thofe  two  trees  to  be  about 
one  year  old,  when  they  came  to  me,  from  the  feeds  which  I 
planted,  I  judge  they  were  of  that  age;  I  think  the  clove  tree 
becomes  produ6tive,  in  the  courfe  of  little  more  than  fix  years, 
inftead  of  nine  years,  as  mentioned  by  Abbe  Raynal. 

I  have  this  year  (.1795)  but  two  clove  trees  that  are  bearing.; 
in  the  vear  1796,  I  fhall  have  twenty-four  more;  and  in  the 
year  1799,  I  ftall  have  from  fifteen  to  fixteen  hundred  trees, 
in  a  ftate  of  produdion.  Such  of  the  trees,  as  are  fituated  in 
flat  grounds,  I  fhall  leave  to  their  natural  growth,  by  which 
more  profit  will  be  got,  and  fhady  walks  obtained,  an  obje6l  of 
connderation  in  a  warm  climate ;  and  thofe  trees  that  are  placed 
on  a  declivity,  I  fhall  top  at  eight  or  nine  feet,  for  the  conveni- 
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ence  of  gathering.  Having  few  cloves  to  gather  this  year 
(1795),  they  were  picked  with  the  hand.  In  the  Moluccas, 
the  planters  either  fpread  cloths  on  the  ground,  or  fweep  the 
ground  clean  under  and  about  the  trees,  and  with  the  affiftance 
of  reeds  they  caufe  the  cloves  to  fall  down;  after  which  they 
expofe  them,  for  a  few  days,  to  fmoke  upon  hurdles,  which 
are  covered  with  lai-ge  leaves;  and  this  fumigation  is  followed 
by  dr-ying  the  cloves  in  the  fun. 

In  order  to  afcertain  the  befl:  mode  of  renderins;  the  cloves^ 
merchantable,  I  tried  feveral  ways  of  deiiccating  them  when 
gathered.  The  firlt  that  I  cured,  in  the  fhade,  and  in  a  warm 
room,  were  a  fortnight  before  they  appeared  dry;  and  on 
breaking  them  with  the  nail,  the  ball,  which  is  on  the  top  of 
the  clo^-e,  I  found  in  the  infide  to  be  mouldv;  and  on  chewino- 
the  clove,  they  had  a  mufty  tafte;  I  from  thefe  circumflances  . 
found,  that  this  mode  of  curing  the  cloves  would  not  anfwer. 

The  fecond  gathering  of  cloves,  I  deliccated  entirely  bv  the 
heat  of  the  fun.  When  dried,  they  appeared  of  a  blacker  hue 
than  the  Eaft  India  cloves^  but  of  a  flronger  and  more  pungent 
tafte. 

The  third  trial,  after  gathering  the  cloves  on  a  very  rainy 
day,  I  put  them  in  a  ftove  which  I  had  conftrucled  for  that 
purpofe,  and  left  for  two  inghts  and  a  day:  the  heat  was  rather 
ftrong,  and  the  rainy  weather  having  prevented  me  from  g;oin<y 
to  town,  hindered  me  from  getting  a  thermometer  to  afcertain 
the  degree  of  heat  of  the  ftove.  At  the  end  of  the  fecond  nieht 
I  took  the  cloves  from  the  ftove,  and  completed  the  deficcatlon 
bythe  f^n;  which  operation,  when  perfecced,  gave  the  cloves  a 
browniftihue,  a  good  pungent  tafte,  but  not  fo  ftrono-  a  flavour 
as  thofe  that  had  been  deficcated  by  the  fun  only. 
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The  fourth  deficcatiou  was  neverthelefs  done  in  the  fame 
way;  but,  having  got  a  thermometer,  I  obferved  this  difference : 
After  putting  my  green  cloves  in  the  flove,  I  took  care  that 
the  heat  was  m.ore  moderate  than  that  of  the  third  trial;  I  left 
the  cloves  in  the  fiove  for  only  one  night,  and  half  a  day,  until 
they  were  faded,  and  had  acquired  a  brown  colour.  I  hung 
my  thermometer  in  the  ftove,  and  found  the  heat  to  \  ary  from 
120  to  130  degrees:  this  done,  I  took  out  the  thermometer, 
and  let  the  heat  decreafe  to  the  ufual  degree  of  my  eftate, 
which  was,  on  that  day,  feventy-fix  degrees;  after  this,  from 
one  o'clock  to  two,  I  expofed  the  therrnom.eter  to  the  fun;  the 
day  was  fair;  and  the  thermometer  getting  up  to  128  degrees, 
this  {hewed  the  heat  of  the  ftove  to  be  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the 
{\m.  After  taking  the  cloves  out  of  the  ftove,  the  reft  of  the 
defecation  was  done  by  the  fun.  I  found  thele  cloves,  when 
perfeaiy  dry,  to  be  of  a  brov/nifli  hue,  not  fo  ftrong  in  tafte  as 
thofe  deficcated  by  the  fun  only,  but  ftronger  than  thofe  that 
had  been,  for  tv/o  nights  and  a  day,  expofed  in  the  Rove  to  a 
greater  heat  than  thefe  lafl:.  Having  fet  afide  the  firft  curing 
by  the  fhade,  I  have  numbered  the  cloves  that  underwent  the 
three  laft  deficcations.  No.  i,  2,  and  3:  the  perfons,  to  whofe 
judgment  thefe  fpecimens  will  be  fabmitted,  will  decide  on  the 
befl  quality  amongft  the  three  forts;  all  of  which  are  far  fupe- 
rior  in  their  ftrength,  and  pungency,  to  thofe  that  come  from 
the  Eail:  Indies,  and  appear  to  me  to  contain  a  great  deal  more 
effential  oil :  for,  when  expofed  to  heat,  on  preffing  the  nail  on 
a  clove,  the  effential  oil  is  perceived  to  come  out  of  it;  v/hich  is 
not  the  cafe  with  the  Eafl:  India  cloves,  at  leaft  fuch  as  I  have 
bought,  in  this  illand,  for  the  purpofe  of  comparing  them  with 
rnine. 
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In  curing  the  clove,  I  find  it  indiliDen fable  to  have  a  flovcj 
for  the  following  reafons :  After  gathering  cloves,  I  perceived 
that  if  they  were  not,  v/ithiii  a  fhor:  time  after  fuch  gatherino-, 
faded,  either  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  or  by  that  of  a  ftove,  that 
the  greateft  part  of  the  cloves,  on  being  dried  afterwards,  ac- 
quired a  light  brownifh  hue,  loft  their  firmnefs,  ftrength,  or 
pungency,  and  many  appeared  as  damaged  cloves ;  and,  as  the 
weather  is  exceedingly  variable  in  this  part  of  the  v/orld,  and 
the  air,  in  general,  damp,  particularly  in  the  country,  it  will 
be  abfolutely  necelTary  to  have  a  ftove  heated  to  the  deo-ree 
before  mentioned,  and  to  leave  the  cloves  in  it  till  they  are 
faded,  I  mean,  until  they  have  acquired  a  brown  hue;  after 
which,  the  reft  of  the  deficcation  may  be  done  at  eafe,  by  the 
heat  of  the  fun,  or  by  expofure  in  a  dry  airy  room. 

The  annual  production  of  a  clove  tree  in  the  Molucca  Iflands, 
according  to  Abbe  Raynal's  account,  is  about  three  t^ounds  for 
each  tree.  There,  they  are  topped,  at  from  eight  to  nine  feet, 
for  the  conveniency  of  gathering;  but,  in  Cayenne,  Vv^here  they 
are  left  without  topping,  and  where  there  are  clove  trees  laro-er 
than  our  orange  trees,  it  is  repohed,  they  produce  from  forty 
to  fifty  pounds  each  tree. 

The  two  trees,  which,  under  my  management,  have  pro- 
duced cloves  this  year,  on  the  Montpellier  eftate,  have  netted 
me  four  pounds  and  a  half  of  cured  cloves,  befides  two  pounds, 
at  leaft,  of  cloves,  which  I  have  left  on  the  trees,  to  obtain 
mother  of  cloves,  for  the  multiplication  of  that  fp'ice;  and  be- 
lides  this,  I  have  about  half  a  pound  of  cloves,  which  having 
fallen  on  the  ground  before  their  degree  of  maturity,  have  been 
dried,  and  are  very  good  for  domeftic  ufe :  thefe  laft  are  ftrong, 
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but  Imall;  fo  that  theie  tv/o  trees  have  produced  more  than   appendix 
feven  pounds  of  cloves.     As  this  is  the  firft  time  of  their  pro-  '° 

,     ,  .  -  BOOK  V. 

duclion,  and  they  are  young,  it  may  be  reafonably  expefted, 
that  when  older,  they  will  acquire  more  ftrength,  and  more 
branches;  and  confequently,  will  be  a  great  deal  more  pro- 
duflive. 


I'o  the  preceding  Extra^  it  is  thought  necejfary  to  add  the  foUoxV" 
ing  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  EiverpooL 

Soho  Square,  Augufl:  ir,   1796. 
M  Y     L  O  R  D, 

1  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  your  Lordlhip,  that  I  have  read 
with  attention  the  paper  on  the  fuccefsful  culture  of  the  clove 
tree  in  Dominica,  which  your  Lordlhip  did  me  the  honour  of 
referring  to  me,  and  am  of  opinion,  that  it  ought  to  be  printed 
for  the  information  of  His  i\laiefty's  fubjeds  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, and  other  intertropical  colonies. 

Mr.  Buee  is,  as  far  as  I  know,  the  firft  perfon  who  has  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  pimento  tree  prolpers  beft  in  thofe  fteril  foils 
where  trees  v/hofe  wood  is  of  a  hard  texture  abound,  and  that 
fugar  cannot  be  cultivated  to  advantage  in  fuch  places;  alfo,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  where  trees  whofe  wood  is  foft,  are  na- 
turally found,  pimento  trees  rarely  are  met  v/ith,  and  fugar 
plantations  vi<Si  fuccsed;  on  fuch  fteril  foils  he  has  tried  clove 
trees,  and  found  them  congenial  to  its  nature. 

These  obfervations  open  to  the  cultivators  of  hot  climates  a 
new  fource  of  v/ealth,  which  will  not  probably  be  confined  to 

the- 
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I  HAVE  the  honour  offending  to  your  Lordfliip,  with  this,  a 
paper  containing  famples  of  cloves  received  by  me  from  Mr. 
Buee  fome  months  ago:  Numbers  i  and  2,  mentioned  bv  him 
p.  19,  (379.)  are  mixed;  No.  3,  his  beft  fort,  are  feparate. 
Your  Lordfhip  may,  if  you  tliink  fit,  order  a  compariibn  to  be 
made,  by  fome  dealers  in  Ipice,  between  thefe  and  the  cloves 
we  ufually  receive  from  the  Dutch :  I  ihall  only  add,  that  when 
I  applied  for  information  on  the  fame  fubjedl  to  an  eminent 
wholefale  dealer  in  that  article,  the  only  anfwer  I  obtained, 
was,  that  he  thought  me  grievoufly  deceived,  in  fuppofing  the 
eloves  to  be  the  produce  of  the  Weft  Indies,  he  being  abfolutely 
certain  they  came  from  the  Eaft. 

I  have  the' honour  to  be, 
-With  infinite  regard  and  efteera. 

Your  Lordiliip's  obedient  humble  fervant, 


Earl  of  Liverpool. 


JOS.  BANKS. 
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Contaming  a  brief  Review  of  the  'Tranfaciion  and  Condition  of  the 
Britijh  Army  there,  during  the  Tears  1 795,  6,  7,  and 'i,  until 
the  final  Evacuation  of  the  Country. 

'OUR  years  have  elapfed  fince  I  clofed  the  -details  of  the 
military  operations  of  the  Britifli  army  ia  St.  Domingo, 
and  I  grieve  to  fay,  that  what  was  then  prophetic  apprehenfion, 
is  now  become  hiftorical  fa61.  This  once  opulent  and  beautiful 
colony,  the  boall:  of  France,  and  the  glory  of  the  new  hemi- 
fphere,  is  expunged  from  the  chart  of  the  civilized  world !  The 
profpe61  of  fuch  lainentable  ruin  might  give  occafion  for  many 
obfervations  and  reflections;  and  I  lliall  prefent  to  my  readers, 
in  the  following  very  imperfe6l  iketch  (for  fuch  it  is  in  every 
fenfe)  a  kv^  that  occur  to  me:  more  than  this  I  dare  not  at- 
tempt. Were  it  in  my  power  (as  in  truth  it  is  not)  to  con- 
tinue, in  a  regular  feries,  the  hiftory  of  thofe  fad  events  which 
have  led  to  this  miferable  cataftrophe,  I  fliould  indeed  decline 
a  talk  v/hich  would  be  equally  difgufting  to  my  readers,  and 
painful  to  myfelf.      In  a  climate  where  every  gale  was  fraught 
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with  poifon,  and  in  a  coiitefl  with  uncounted  hofts  of  barba- 
rians, what  couid  the  beft  efforts-  of  our  gallant  countrymen  ef- 
feft?  Their  enemies  indeed  fled  before  them,  but  the  arrows 
of  peftilence  purfued  and  arrefted  the  vi61ors,  in  their  career  of 
conquell;!  Scenes  like  thefe,  while  they  afford  but  fmall  caufe 
of  gratuiation  to  the  adors  themfelves,  furnifh  no  topicks  to  ani- 
mate the  page  of  the  hiftorian ;  who  would  have  little  elfe  to 
diiplay  but  a  repetition  of  the  fame  difafters — delufive  promifes, 
unrealized  hopes,  unavailing  exertions;  producing  a  complica- 
tion of  miferies,  difeafe,  diftraftion,  contagion,  and  death! 

At  the  fame  time  (although  I  know  not  that  the  reader  will 
derive  any  great  degree  of  confolation  from  the  circumftance)  it 
is  incumbent  on  me  to  obferve,  that,  during  the  difaftrous  period 
of  which  I  treat,  I  have  not  heard  that  any  mifconduct  or  negle6i: 
was  ever  fairly  imputed  to  thole  perfons  who  had  the  direcSlion 
of  the  enterprize,  either  in  the  public  departments  of  Great 
Britain,  or  in  the  fcene  of  a6tion  itfelf.  The  names  of 
Williamfon,  Forbes,  Simcoe,  Whyte,  and  Maitland,  carry 
with  them  a  demonftration  that  neither  courage,  nor  energy, 
nor  military  talents,  was  at  any  time  wanting  in  the  principal 
department.  Reinforcements  of  troops  too,  were  fent  by  the 
Britifh  government,  with  a  more  liberal  hand  than  in  former 
years.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  April  1795,  the  Sift  and 
96th  regiments  (confifting  together  of  1,700  men)  arrived  from 
Ireland;  the  Szd,  from  Gibraltar,  landed  980  men  in  Auguft; 
and  in  April  1  796,  the  66th  and  69th  regiments,  confifting  of 
1,000  men  each,  with  150  artillery,  arrived  from  the  fame 
place,  under  the  command  of  General  Bowyer:  fo  that  the 
whole  number  of  effeftive  men  which  had  landed  in  St.  Do- 
W  mingo, 
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mingo,  down  to  this  period  (including  fome  fmall  detachments 
feat  up  at  different  times  from  Jam.aica)  amounted  to  9,800.  In 
June  following,  four  regiments  of  infantry,  and  a  part  of  two 
others*,  arrived  from  Cork,  u;ider  the  com.mand  of  General 
Whyte.  Thefe  were  foon  afterwards  followed  by  feven  regi- 
ments of  Britifhf ,  together  with  three  regiments  of  foreign 
cavalry:]:;  befides  two  companies  of  Britiih,  and  a  detachm.ent 
of  Dutch  artillery;  making  in  the  whole  a  further  reinforce- 
ment of  about  7,900  §. 

But  what  avail  the  befl  concerted  fchemes  of  human  policy 
againft  the  difpenfations  of  Divine  Providence?  A  great  part 
of  thefe  gallant  troops,  moft  of  them  in  the  bloom  of  youth, 
were  conveyed,  with  little  intermifiion,  from  the  (hips  to  the 
hofpital— from  the  hofpital  to  the  grave!  Of  the  Sad  regi- 
ment, no  lefs  than  630  became  vidims  to  the  climate,  within 
the  iliort  fpace  of  ten  weeks  after  their  landing.  In  one  of  its 
companies,  no  more  than  three  rank  and  file  were  fit  for  duty. 
Horapefch's  regiment  of  huffars  were  reduced,  in  little  more 
than  two  months,  from  1,000  to  300,  and  the  <)6th  regiment 
ferijliedto  a  man!  By  the  30th  of  September,  1796,  the  re- 
giflers  of  mortality  difplayed  a  mournful  diminution  of  no  lefs 
than  7,530  of  the  Britifli  forces  only;  and  towards  the  latter 
end  of  1797,  out  of  the  whole  number  of  troops,  Britifh  and 

*  -The  17th,  32d,  56th,  and  67th,  with  part  of  the  93d  and  ggth. 

t  The  13th,  14th,  17th,   i8th,  21ft,  26th,  and  29th. 

%  The  York,  Hompefch,  and  Rouen  Huffars. 

§  Out  of  this  number  are  however  to  be  deduced  the  32d  infantry  and  the  26th 
dragoons;  the  former  of  which  were  fent  from  St.  Domingo  to  Bahama,  and  the 
latter  to  the  Windward  Iflands. 

^°^-  "^-  3  D  foreign. 
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foreic-n,  which  had  landed  and  were  detamed  in  this  devoted 
country,  during  that  and  the  two  preceding  years,  (certainly 
not  far  fhort  of  15,000  men)  I  am  affured  that  not  more  than 
3,000  were  left  alive  and  in  a  condition  for  lervice*. 

During  this  dreadful  facrifice  of  human  life,  the  neceffary 
operations  in  the  colony  were  productive  of  fuch  an  expenditure 
of  treafure  to  the  Britifn  government,  as  excited  the  utmofl 
aftonifhment  in  the  minds  of  the  king's  miniflers;  who  ought 
howcN-er  to  have  forefeen,  that  the  coft  of  railing,  feeding, 
arming,  clothing,  and  paying  colonial  regiments,  both  black  and 
white,^  in  a  country  where  every  article  was  three  times  as 
dear  as  in  Europe,  and  the  expence  of  fitting  out  armed  velTels  to 
tranfport  troops  and  flores  from  one  part  of  the  colony  to  another 
part,  (both  of  them  meafures  of  abfolute  neceffity)  muil:  un- 
avoidably be  very  great +.  The  charges  attending  the  hof- 
pital  fervice,  were  alone  found  to  amount  to  10  s.  a  day  for 
each  invalid.  For  the  payment  of  thefe,  and  other  fervices^ 
the  Governor  v^•as  authorized  to  draw  bills  of  exchange  on  the 
Brithh  treafarv  ;  and  the  bills  thus  drawn,  to  the  firft  of  IVlay, 

amounted  to  X- 4,383.596-  ^''  -^'  ^erling. 

But,  notwithnanding  this  enormous  expence,  both  of  blood 
and  treafure,  the  profpecl  of  fubduing  the  whole  of  this  great 
iflaiid,  and  annexing  it,  in  a  profitable  condition,  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  dominion,  was  more  diftant  than  ever.  The  weaknels 
and  diminution  of  our  troops,  infpired  the  enemy  with  renewed 

*  The  I0&  of  feamen  in  the  £bips  employed  on  the  coaft  are  not  Included.  It 
Hiay  be  ftated  very  moderately  at  5,000  men. 

t  The  colonial  troops,  black   and  .s'hite,  embodied  by   General  Williamfon, 

araounted,  at  the  end  of  1795,  to  8,170. 

confidence: 
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Thev  were  not  unobfervant  of  our  fituation,  and 
of  it.  Thofe  among  the  white  inhabitants 
who  were  fecretly  difaffeftedj  became  encouraged  and  con- 
firmed in  their  hoftile  purpofes,  and  were  eafily  prevailed  upon 
to  declare  openly  againft  a  caufe,  which  they  plainly  forefav/ 
muft,  in  a  fhort  time,  v/ork  its  own  deftruftion. 

It  is  not  however  to  be  underflood,  that  the  Britifli  army  was 
fuffered  to  remain,  during  this  time,  in  defponding  inaftivity. 
The  cafe  was  far  otherwife.  Every  man  who  was  in  a  con- 
dition for  fervice,  had  full  employment  affigned  to  him,  and 
undoubtedly  very  vigorous  efforts  were  made  to  diflrefs  the 
enemy,  and  extend  our  footing  in  the  country,  until,  unhap- 
pily, every  fucceeding  exertion,  like  the  labours  of  Syfiphus. 
terminated  in  new  difappointment. 

At  one  period,  very  fanguine  expedations  prevailed  from 
the  co-operation  and  fervices  of  the  colonial  corps,  which  Ge- 
neral Williamfon  had  caufed  to  be  organized.  Their  know- 
ledge of  the  country,  and  their  habitude  to  the  climate,  were 
fuppofed  to  render  them  a  ufeful  and  formidable  body.  They 
had  been  formed,  in  a  great  degree,  under  the  Baron  de  Monta- 
lembert,  (an  officer  of  whofe  military  merit  it  is  not  eafy  to 
fpeak  in  terms  too  favourable)  ;  and,  immediately  after  the  ar- 
rival of  the  8 2d  regiment  from  Gibraltar,  fuch  of  them  as 
were  brought  to  a  fufficient  flate  of  difcipline,  commenced 
operations,  under  that  officer's  command,  in  the  weflern  pro- 
vince :  being  reinforced  by  the  Baron's  own  regiment,  and  a 
detachment  from  the  Britifh  Sad,  they  proceeded  for  a  time 
very  fuccefsfully,  driving  the  enemy  out  of  many  fortified  ports, 
and  taking  poffeffion  of  a  great  extent  of  country,  even  as  far 
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as  the  Spanifh  frontiers.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  noble  fpirit 
of  emulation  which  animated  their  condua.  Unhappily,  the 
want  of  a  fufficient  number  of  men  to  garrifon  the  pofts  which 
the  enemv  had  abandoned,  rendered  all  their  fucceffes  ulti- 
mately abortive.  Their  progrefs  therefore  was  produftive  of 
no  lafting  imprefiion:  it  was  like  that  of  a  velTel  traverfmg 
the  ocean;— the  waves  yielded  indeed  for  the  moment,  but 
united  again  as  the  velTel  paffed. 

In  the  meanwhile,  a  very  confiderable  body  of  the  revolted- 
negroes  (the  whole  of  whom  had  now  feparated  themfelves  aU 
together  from,  the  people  of  colour)  continued  to  maintain  their 
pofition  in  a  ftrong  pofl,  on   the   heights  which  overlook  Port 
au   Prince  towards  the  fouth.     This   party    of  brigands  were, 
commanded  by  a  negro  named  Dudonait,  who  had  contrived  to, 
cut  off  the  dreams  by  which  the  town  was  ufually  fupplled  with 
frefli  water.     The  diftrefs   to  which   the  garrifon  was  reduced 
by  this  meafure,  and  the  difgrace  of  fufFering  the  infults  of  fuch 
an  enemy  to  remain  unpunilhed,  induced  the   General,   in   the 
month  of  December,,  to  make  formidable  preparations  for  at- 
tackmg  Dudonait  in  his  camp  \  when  an  extraordinary  circum- 
flance^  occurred,  which,  as  it  difplays  the  ftate  of  parties  among 
the  revolters,  deferves  recital.      On   the  firft  of  January  1796^ 
this  negro  chief  fent  a  flag  to  the  General,  fgnifying   that  it 
was  his  intention  to  prefent  the  Britifli  with  a  fupply  of  water, 
by  way  of  a  nev/  year's  gift ;  and  accordingly  the  fprino-s  were 
cleared,  and  the  ftreanjs  fuffered  to  run  in  their  ufual  channel^ 
to  the  great  relief  of  the  town  and  the  garrifon.     This  meafure 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  v/as  followed  by  overtures  for  a  neo-o-. 
Ciation ;  and  Dudonait  foon   afterwards  tranfmitted  the  head.s. 

of 
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of  a  treaty  in  writing,  offering  therein  to  bring  the  chief  part 
of  his  army  over  to  the  Enghfh,  on  certain  conditions ;  one  of 
which  was,  that  the  Enghfh  troops  fliould  co-operate  with  their 
new  negro  aUies,  utterly  to  cut  off  and  extirpate  the  people  of  co- 
lour throughout  St.  Domingo. 

As  it  was  impoffible  that  General  WilHamfon  could  liflen 
to  propofitions  of  this  nature,  although  he  had  no  reafon  to 
doubt  the  fincerity  of  Dudonait,  the  preparations  for  drivino- 
the  enemy  from  his  pofition  were  continued.  Light  artillery 
was  provided  to  be  carried  up  the  mountains  on  mules.  The 
enterprize,' however,  was  attended  with  fo  many  difficulties, 
that  it  was  not  until  the  28th  of  February  the  attack  was  made  ; 
when  the  Britifh  had  the  fatisfaftion,  in  the  cou-rfe  of  a  few\ 
hours,  to  fee  the  brigands,  who  had  fo  long  hemmed  in  and  in- 
fulted  them,  fly  from  their  chain  of  formidable  pofts  in  all  di- 
re<?iions.  General  Bowyer  was  at  the  head  of  the  column,  at. 
the  place  where  the  chief  attack  was  made,  and  he  carried  the 
lines  by  ftorm  *. 

Had  I  the  m.eans  of  refounding  in  detail  the  many  other 
enterprizes,  in  the  profecution  of  which  the  honour  of  the  Bri=.- 
tifh  flag  was  ably  maintained  and  fupported,  notwithllanding 
the  cruel  ravages  which  the  difeafes  of  the  climate  hourly  made, 
among  the  troops,  the  recital  of  them  Hiould  not  be  omitted.— 
I  fhould. dwell  with  infinite  fatisfaftion  on  the  merits  of  the. 
Generals  Churchil],  Bowyer,  Montalembert ;  the  Colonels, 
Spencer,  Stuart,  DefTource,  and   other  officers   in   high   com=.. 

*  The  negro  commander,  Dudonait,  was  foon  afterwards  furprlzed  by  the  Mu- 
latto General  Rigaud,  who  had  heard  of  his  negociation  with  the  Engiifh,   and  ■ 
ojdered  him.  to  immsdiate  execution. 

mand. 
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rnand.  It  is  univerfally  acknowledged,  that  the  fervices  of  all 
thefe  gentlemen  that  I  have  mentioned,  were  eminently  con- 
fpicuous  ;  and  I  regret  that  my  information  is  not  fufficiently 
minute  and  particular,  to  enable  me  to  beftow  that  diftind  and 
appropriate  tribute  of  applaufe  on  the  condud  of  each,  which 
juftice  and  gratitude  would  othcrwife  demand.  This  general 
acknowledgment  therefore  is  all  that  I  can  ofter  ;  but  my  regret 
is  heightened  by  the  mournfully  refledling,  that  fuch  exertions 
and  talents  were  employed  in  fo  unprofitable  a  fervice ;  a  war- 
fare in  which  all  human  efforts  were  unavailing,  and  fuccefs  it- 
felf  unattended  with  lafting  advantage  or  renown. 

In  the  month  of  March  1796,  Sir  Adam  Williamfon  em- 
barked for  Great  Britain,  having  refigned  the  command  of  the 
troops  to  General  Forbes,  who  was  himfelf  fuperfeded  by  the 
arrival  of  General  Simxoe,  as  chief  governor,  in  March  1797. 
One  great  objed  the  king's  minifters  had  in  view,  by  the  ap- 
pointment laft  mentioned,  was,  as  I  have  heard,  to  obtain  a 
full  and  accurate  reprefentation  of  the  ftate  of  the  colony,  the 
a61ual  fituation  of  the  Britifh  anny  there,  and  the  profpeds 
W'hich  remained  of  the  ultimate  fuccefs  to  the  enterprize.  No 
man  was  better  qualified  to  form  a  correft,  comprehenfive,  and 
unbiaiTed  opinion  on  thofe  points,  than  General  Simcoe.  He 
was  inftrufted,  withal,  to  carry  into  efFe6l  a  plan  of  reform  and 
retrenchment  in  the  difpofal  and  application  of  the  public 
money.  Abufes  under  this  head  were  loudly,  and  I  believe  very 
juftly,  complained  of;  the  corre61ion  of  which,  it  was  faid,  could 
be  effefted  only  by  a  proper  exertion  of  firmnefs,  energy,  and 
decaion  in  the  commander  in  chief;  qualities  which  eminently 
diftinguifli  that  officer's  charaaer.  It  is  unpleafant  to  relate, 
,^  but 
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but  It  is  too  notorious  to  be  denied,  that  among  the  French 
colonifts,  our  allies,  many  of  the  principal  men,  in  return  for 
the  tender  of  their  fervices,  had  ftipulated  for  and  obtained  very 
extraordinary  falaries  and  appointments.  Some  of  thefe  gen- 
tlemen, without  doubt,  had  acquired  a  juft  claim  to  liberal 
remuneration  ;  but  there  were  others  among  them,  who  fet^. 
I  am  afraid,  a  very  exaggerated  value  on  their  own  merits.  In 
the  prefent  forlorn  and  fad  condition  of  the  army,  however, 
the  meafure  of  retrenching  expences  and  allowances,  of  what 
nature  foever,  proved  a  painful  and  perilous  undertrking.  The 
whole  body  of  our  allies  were  alarmed  and  difcontented  in 
confequence  of  it.  Their  efforts  became  every  where  palfied  ; 
and  it  is  alledged,  that  feme  important  ports  were  furrendered 
to  the  enemy,  without  an  effort  being  made  to  fave  them.  It 
is  certain,  that  officers  of  high  rank  refigned  their  commiffions,, 
and  quitted  the  country.  Thus,  whilft  difeafe  was  rapidly 
thinning  the  ranks,,  difguft  and  difaffection  fpread  with  equal 
rapidity  among  the  furvivors.  The  profpeft,  on  every  fide, 
was  gloomy;  and  the  mournful  exclamation,  tout  eft  perdu, _ 
refounded  equally  from  difappointed  felfifhnefs,  and  defponding 
loyalty. 

General  Simcoe,  by  the  m.oderation  and  firmnefs  of  his. 
condu61:,  fucceeded  in  reftoring  order  and  fubordination,  and,, 
in  fome  degree,  reviving  confidence  ;  but  the  ftate  of  af- 
fairs was  irretrievably  defperate,  and  the  General,  probably, 
thought  that  the  greateft  fervice  he  could  render  his  country, 
was  to  return  to  Great  Britain,  fully  and  faithfully  to  reprefent 
in  perfon,  to  the  king's  miniflers,  the   refult  of  his  experience 

and; 
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?ncl  obfervatlons.     For  this  purpoie   (as  it  is  fappofed)  he  em- 
harked  for  Europe  in  July. 

What  report  the  General  made,  on  his  arrival  in  London, 
tothe  Britifh  adminiftration,  is  not  knomi  to  me  but  by  con- 
jecture. It  is  certain,  that  government  foon  afterwards  came 
to  the  determ.ination  of  reducing  the  number  of  Britifli  pofts 
m  St.  Domingo  (by  ordering  the  mofl  diftant  and  lefs  important 
ones  to  be  abandoned)  and  of  concentrating  and  diredmcr  all 
our  force  to  the  maintenance  of  certain  places  only,  the  per- 
m.anent  poifeflion  of  vrhich  might  afford  fecurity  to  our  navi- 
gation and  commerce,  and  deter  the  enemy  from  attemptino- 
predatory  excurfions  againfl:  the  Biitifli  fettlements  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

This  determination  appears  to  me  to  have  been  fu^aefted  bv 
wifdom,  or  rather  it  was  founded  on  neceiTity ;  and  in  order  to 
carry  it  into  full  effea-,  fuitable  inftruaions  were  prepared  for 
General  Nefbit,  who  was  appointed  fucceffor  to  General  Sim- 
coe  in  December  1797. 

The  command  of  the  troops,  in  the  m.eanwhile,  had  devolved 
on  General  Whyte,  an  officer  of  great  experience,  local  know- 
ledge, and  approved  bravery;— but  neither  experience  nor  courage 
in  the  comm.ander,  could  enable  the  army  to  do  more  than  to 
maintain  itfelf  within  the  garrifon.  The  war  was  no  lono-er 
a  war  of  conqueft,  but  of  felf-prefervation.  The  rebel  ne- 
groes were  at  the  gates,  and  no  alternative  remained  but  to 
lland  on  the  defenfive,  until  General  Nelbit's  arrival. 

Respectit^g  the  forces  of  the  enemy,  and  the  interior  ftate 
of  the  colony  at  the  period  of  General  Simcoe's  departure,  it 
was  known  that  the  men  in  arms  v/ere  become  divided   into 

two 
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two  principal  faftioiis,  under  different  leaders.  The  repub- 
licaa  troops  which  had  been  fent  at  different  times  from 
■France,  having  been  reduced  by  ficknefs  and  famine  to  about 
700,  had  made  a  fort  of  jun6lion  jivith  the  revolted  negroes 
of  the  northern  province ;  refervii^g  to  themfelves  only  the 
privilege  of  forming  a  diftinft  regiment,  and  of  being  com- 
manded' by  white  officers  ;  but  the  General  or  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  whole  of  this  northern  army,  white  and  black, 
was  a  negro  named  Touilaint  L'Ouverture.  This  man,  at  the 
-commencement  of  the  revolt  in  1791,  was  a  flave  to  Moniieur 
Noe,  a  confiderable  planter  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cape 
■Francois,  now  reiiding  in  London.  Having  taken  an  aftive 
part  in  the  rebellion,  TouiTaint  had  acquired,  in  a  fhort  time, 
<yreat  weigrht  among  the  neo;roes,  and  at  len2;th  obtained  fuch 
-an  afcendancy  among  his  adherents,  as  invefi:ed  him  with  ab- 
folute  and  undiiputed  authority  over  them.  His  attachment 
hov/ever  to  the  French  government  was  thought  extremely 
doubtful ;  and,  in  truth,  he  feemed  to  have  00  other  immediate 
cbje6l  in  vie\v,  than  that  of  confolidating  his  own  power,  and 
fecuring  the  freedom  of  his  fellow  negroes.  His  black  army 
in  1797  was  eftimated  at  18,000  infantry,  and  a  troop  of  h-orfe 
of  about  1,000. 

The  other  principal  body  was  compofed  chiefly  of  Mulat- 
toes,  coIle6led  from  different  parts  of  the  colony,  and  negro 
£laves  whom  they  had  compelled  to  join  them.  TheMulattoes, 
fpurning  the  idea  of  ferving  vender  a  Negro  General,  had  re- 
forted  to  the  fouthern  province,  and  enrolled  themfelves,  with 
iheir  brethren  of  colour  in  that  part  of  the  country,  under 
-Andrew  Rigaud,  a  General  of  their  own  caft,  of  whom  men- 
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tion  has  already  been  made.  His  army  (comprehending  aho 
fuch  of  the  lower  clafs  of  white  inhabitants  of  the  fouthern  and 
weilern  provinces,  as  found  it  neceflary,  either  for  their  daily 
fupport,  or  perfonal  protec^on,  to  enlift  under  his  banner)  was 
faid  to  amount  to  about  12,000  ;  and  they  declared  themfelves 
in  the  intereft  of  the  republican  government,  eftablifhed  under 
the  French  Diredlory.. 

Between  thefe  two  bodies  however,,  as  the  reader  muft 
have  perceived,  there  exifted  the  maft  inveterate  and  rancorous, 
animofity,.  which  had  already  manifefted  itfelf  in  many  con- 
fli6ls  ;  and  nothing  but  the  prefence  of  an  invading  enemy  in 
the  country,  reftrained  it,  in  any  degree,  from  proceeding  to 
that  extremity  of  civil  conteft — a  war  of  utter  extermination — 
in  which  mercy  is  neither  to  be  given  nor  accepted.  On  the 
departure  of  the  Englifli,  Touffaint  made  a  publick  declara- 
tion, fignifying  that  it  was  his  intention  not  to  leave  a  Mu- 
latto man  alive  in  the  country ;  and,  with  refpeft  to  fuch  of 
thefe  unhappy  people  as  have  fince  fallen  into  his  hands,  I  am 
affured  that  he  has  kept  his  word  'i  not  an  individual  of  theni 
has  been  Ipared^ 

But,  although  thefe  great  faSions  were  the  two  mofl:  conn- 
derable,.  they  were  not  the  only  bodies  of  armed  men  that  af- 
fociated  in  this  unfortunate  country,  and  afted  without  any 
co-operation  with  each  other.  Separate  hordes,  compofed  of 
revolted  flaves,  and  ruffians  of  every  defcription,  appeared  in 
different  parts  (chiefly  in  the  northern  and  weflern  provinces) 
fupporting  themfelves  by  depredation  and  plunder,  Againft 
the  cruelties  and  enormities  committed  by  thefe  parties,  the 
few  remaining  whites  had  no  means  of  fafety,  but  by  purchaf- 
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ing  the  proteftion  of  Touflaint :  and  thus  an  extraordinary 
revolution  had  taken  place ; — the  very  chief,  whofe  original 
intent  was  the  total  extirpation  of  the  whites,  had  checked  his 
career  of  maffacre,  and  was  now  become  their  defender  and 
protestor.  In  the  fouthern  province  were  parties  of  brigands 
of  a  fimilar  defcription,  fome  of  which  maac;  piratical  excur- 
fions  at  fea  in  canoes,  and  captured  many  fmall  veffels,  both 
American  and  Englifli,  which  were  found  near  the  coaft.  On 
thefe  occafions,  the  favages  put  all  the  white  feamen  to  inflant 
death  ;  but  where  any  women  were  unhappily  found  on  board, 
thefe  they  carried  away  with  them  in  a  ftate  of  captivity,  for 
purpofes  which,  perhaps,  made  them  envy  the  more  immediate 
fate  of  the  murdered  feamen.  It  muft  not  be  omitted,  how- 
ever, that  Rigaud  publifhed  an  indignant  proclamation  againft 
thefe  pirates,  and  hanged  up  all  fuch  of  them  as  were  appre- 
hended under  it.  '  . 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  afl'airs  in  St.  Domingo,  during  the 
latter  part  of  1795,  and  the  whole  of  the  years  1796  and 
1797,  until  the  mortality  among  the  Britifh  forces  was  fo  great, 
as  in  truth  to  leave  no  alternative  to  the  fad  furvivors,  but  to 
retire  from  a  conteft,  in  which  vi6tory  itfelf  was  difappoint- 
ment  and  defeat ! 

On  the  22d  of  April  1798,  therefore,  Brigadier  Maitland 
(who,  in  confequence  of  General  Whyte's  return  to  Europe, 
and  the  death  of  General  Nefbit,  in  his  voyage  outwards,  had 
fucceeded  to  the  chief  command)  came  to  the  refolution  of 
evacuating  the  towns  of  Port  au  Prince  and  St.  Marc,  with 
their  refpeftive  dependencies,  together  with  the  parifli  of  Ar- 
<;ahaye ;    a   meafure  which,  by  a  judicious  negociation  with 
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Touffalnt,    he    happily   effecled    without  lofs,    and    withdrew 
with  the  troops  to  Mole  St.  Nicholas. 

The  whole  number  of  white  troops,  Enghfh  and  foreio-iv 
at  this  period  in  the  Britifn  fervice,  under  General  Maitland'& 
command,  did  not  exceed  2,500,  including  even  the  fick  and 
convalefcent.  Of  the  Britiih,  not  more  than  1,100  were  left- 
alive.  Part  of  thefe  held  pofieffion  of  Grand  -  Ance,  under 
Brigadier  General  Spencer,  the  remainder  em^barked  with  Ge- 
neral jNIaitland  for  the  JNlole. 

The  great  importance  of  the  pofl  at  Mole  St.  Nicholas,  to- 
which  our  troops  now  retreated,  has  been  pointed  out  on  a 
former  occafion  *  ;  but  it  was  alfo  remarked,,  that  the  fortifi- 
cations there,  however  defenfible  thev  might  prove  in  the  cafe 
of  a  maritime  attack  (for  which  alone  they  were  conftrufted) 
could  not  eaiily  be  maintained  againft  an  a-ttempt  on  the  fide 
of  the  land,  being  completely  commanded  by  the  hills  adja- 
cent. This  circumjftance  could  not  poflibly  have  efcaped  Ge- 
neral IN'Iaitland's  notice ;  for  the  fame  obfervation  occurred  to 
myfelf,  and  miuft  have  occurred  to  every  other  man  who  has 
vifited  the  place.  Very  ferious  apprehenfions  mufi:,  thereforcj 
have  been-  felt,  that  the  Britifh  forces  would,  at  no  dillant  pe- 
riod, be  compelled  to  abandon  this  pofl,  as  they  had.  abandoned 
tlie  others. 

It  is  probable  that  confiderations  of'  this  nature  induced 
General  Maitland  to  form  the  defign  of  repoffefllng  the  na 
iefs  important  pofi:  of  Gape  Tiburon  ;  which,  as  the  reader 
has  already  been  told,  v/as  taken  from  the  Eritifli,  bv  a  force 
"under  Rigaud,  on  the  25th  of  December  1794.     Itwas  thought. 
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that,  with  the  neighbouring  port  of  Jeremie,  and  the  bay  of 
Irois,  ah-eady  in  our  poffeffion,  the  capture  of  Tiburon  would 
not  only  command  the  diftrid  of  Grand  Ance,  and  fecure  the; 
navigation  of  the  windward  pafTage,  equally  with  the  iMole  St. 
Nicholas,  but  afford  alfo,  in  a  very  confiderable  degree,  pro- 
tection to  Jamaica,  in  cafe  the  enemy  fliould  meditate  attempts 
on  the  coafts  of  that  ifland;  at  the  fame  time,  it  was  not  in- 
tended, I  prefume,  to  evacuate  the  Mole,  but  under  circuni' 
fiances  of  imperious  neceffitv. 

In  the  beginning  of  June  1798,  fuch  ofthe  troops  as  could 
be  fparedfor  the  intended  expedition  againfh  Tiburon,  afTembled' 
in  the  Bay  of  Irois.  The  iirft  brigade  was  commanded  by 
Colonels  Spencer  and  Grant,  and  the  fecond  by  Colonel 
Stewart;  a  third  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Colonel. 
DelTource,  confifting^  of  colonial  troops,  moved  forwards  by 
land  on  the  nth.  The  other- brigades  embarked,  at  the  fame- 
time,  in  the  fquadron  appointed  to  co-operate  with  them,  con- 
faftingof  the  York,  Adventure,.  Tourterelle,  Rafter,  and  Drake^. 
under  the  comm.and  of  Captain  Ferrier. 

So  far  the  whole  buiinefs  feems  to  have  been  judicioufly  con- 
duced, and  to  have  promifed  a  fuccefsful  termination;  but  the 
ilTues  of  war  are  in  th^  hands  of  the  Almighty.  Owing  to  ther 
prcA'alence  of  frrong  fbuth-eafterly  winds,  it  was  found  impof- 
fible,  after  many  unavailing  attempts  for  that  purpofe,  to  ef- 
fecl  a  landing  of  the  troops;  and  the  General,  not  from  the- 
refiftance  of  the  enemv,  but  from  the  rage  of  the  elements,, 
was  iiltimately  obliged  to  relinquilh  the  attack,  and  return, 
with  the  troops  to  Mole  St.  Nicholas. 

The  failure  of  this  attempt  on  Tiburon,,  was  foon  after- 
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■wards  followed  by  a  defign  of  the  enemy  on  the  INlole  itfelf. 
Towards  the  fluiimit  of  one  of  the  hills  commanding  i'-he  Fort, 
the  Britifli  had  eftabliihed  a  poft  of  6o  men,  chiefly  colonial 
troops.  On  the  21ft  of  July  this  poft  was  attacked  by  a  horde 
of  brigands,  and  (to  the  great  aftonifliment  of  the  2;arrifon 
below)  was  carried  without  much  reiiflrance;  the  major  part  of 
the  detachment  ftationed  there,  having  deferted  to  the  enemv. 
The  few  Brltifh  among  them,  however,  by  keeping  up  a  well- 
direcled  retreatino-  fire,  reached  the  g;arrifon  in  fafetv. 

But  the  triumph  of  the  brigands  on  this  occafion  was  of 
ihort  duration ;  for  the  mortars  of  the  garrifon  having  been 
brought  to  play  againfl:  the  fpot,  the  enemy  was  foon  driven 
from  the  poft,  and  a  detachment  of  Britifh,  under  Colonel 
Stewart,  again  took  poiTeffion  of  it 

A  MORE  daring  attempt  however  was  made,  about  the  fame 
time,  at  another  poft  called  the  Gorge,  where  the  brigands 
appeared  in  great  force;  and  although,  by  the  gallantry  and 
■good  conduct  of  the  troops  fent  againft  them,  they  were 
finally  -repulfed,  their  defeat  was  not  affected  without  an  ob- 
ftinate  refiftance  on  their  part,  and  coniiderable  lofs  on  ours. 

It  was  now  evident  to  every  man,  that,  unlefs  pofTeffion 
could  be  obtained  of  the  furrounding  hills,  and  a  chain  of  ftrong 
pofts,  with  lines  of  great  extent,  eftablifhed  on  their  fummits, 
it  was  not  within  the  reach  of  humrai  fkill,  or  human  courage, 
to  preferve  the  garrifon  itfelf  from  deftrudion,  in  the  event  of 
a  ftill  more  formidable  attack  from  the  enemy,  of  v*'hich  the 
garrifon  was  in  hourly  expe61:ation. 

For  the  ereftion  of  fuch  works  and  defences.  General  Mait- 
land.,    whatever  might  have  been  his  ^^■iilles,  certainly  did  not 
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poflefs  the  neceflary  means;    neither  had  he  troops  enough  to 
man  them,  even  if  the  means  had  been  within  his  reach. 

It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  no  fort  of  alternative  remained  to 
General  JMaitland  on  this  occafion,  but  to  coniider  of  a  fpeedy 
and  fecure  retreat  for  the  wreck  of  his  worn-out  veterans;  and 
to  abandon  for  ever  a  country,  which,  after  live  bloody  years 
of  hopelefs  warfare  within  its  borders,  has  furnifhed  its  invaders 
with  juft  {pd.ce  enough,  and  no  more,  for  the  graves  of  about 
20,000  brave  foldiers  and  feamen,  facrificed  to  the  vain  project 
of  feizing  on  a  territory,  which,  after  obtaining  it,  we  muft 
have  newly  peopled,  to  render  it  produ611ve  ! 

Such  a  retreat  General  Maitland,,  in  the  month  of  Oclober 
1798,  happily  eiFe61:ed*.  Of  the  means  by  which  it  was  ac- 
cemplifhed,  and  the  arrangements  which  it  is  believed  were 
made,  about  the  fam.e  tiine,  with  the  negro  chief  Touffaint, 
for  the  future  fafety  of  the  Britifh  trade,  and  the  fecurity  of  the 
Britifli  pofTeffions  in  this  part  of  the  world,  I  can  give  no  certain- 
information  to  my  readers.     On  thofe  points,  the  king's  minif- 
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*  The  troops  at  the  J.Iole,  and  -aiofe  at  the  Grand  Ance  under  Colonel  Spence;-, 
were  removed  to  Jamaica.  They  did  not  amount  altogether  to  one  tlioufand.  The 
negro  regiments  embodied  by  General  Williamlon  v.'ere  difbanded,  and  the  men- 
left  to  difpofe  of  themfelves  as  they  thought  proper.  Thismeafu.e  was,  I  believe, 
unavoidable;  neverthelefs,  it  v/as  a  mortifying  circumilance  to  behold  this  fine  body 
of  men  turned  adrift,  and  compelled  by  neceflity  to  join  the  enemy.  They  were 
purchafed  originally  at  a  prodigious  expence;  had  been  trained  up  to  arms  with  fur- 
prifmg  fuccefs;  were  proud  of  their  character  as  foldiers;  and  without  doubt,  v.-hen- 
kept  in  conftant  employment,  were  troops  the  beft  fuitedof  any  in  the  world  for  the 
country  and  climate.  Whether  any  great  dependance  might  be  placed  on  the  pro- 
per fubordination  and  loyalty  of  fuch  a  body  of  men  in  time  of  peace,  or  on  their 
fidelity  in  time  of  war,  with  people  of  their  own  caft,  (and  in  cafes  where  n  v/hite 
troops  could  be  brought  to  co-operate  with  them)  Lwill  not  venture  to  decide,- 
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iers  have  hitherto  withheld  all  manner  of  communication. 
Enough  is  knovv-n,  however,  (and  more  than  enough)  to  demon- 
ftrate  to  every  unprejudiced  mind,  that  the  final  evacuation  of 
moft  parts  of  St.  Domingo,  ~ was  not  a  matter  of  mere  prudence 
and  difcretion,  but  of  abfolute  and  uncontroulable  -neceffitv. 
To  have  attempted  the  further  profecution  of  offenfive  war  in 
this  devoted  country,  (after  fuch  experience  as  five  vears  had 
already  furnifhed)  would  have  argued,  not  merelv  an  unwar- 
rantable excefs  of  miftaken  zeal  in  the  minds  of  its  conductors ; 
,but  the  pitiable  and  impotent  rage  of  incurable  infanitv ! 

And  thus  terminated  this  moil:  difaflrous  enterprize  ao-ainil 
-St.  Domingo.  Neverthelefs,  dreadful  as  the  confequences  of 
it  have  proved,  I  am  perfuaded  that  no  human  being  was  ever 
.acluated  on  any  occafion  by  moti\'es  more  pure  and  patriotic, 
than  was  General  Wdliamfon  on  this.  Gertainlv  it  was  on  his 
recommendation  and  advice  that  the  project  was  orio-inallv 
adopted  by  government;  and  if,  in  this  cafe,  he  erred  in  his 
judgment,  concerning  perlons  and  circuniftances,  even  his  errors 
proceeded  from  his  virtues.  L'n{lif[3icious  in  his  nature,  and  in- 
capable of  deception  liimfeif,  he  miflrufted  not  the  fraudulent 
views  and  arrogant  pretenfions  of  others.  Here  indeed  he 
failed.  It  was  his  misfortune  to  place  too  great  reliance  on  the 
venal  and  untounded  affarances  of  a  few  ad\"enturers  from  St. 
Domingo;  men,  who  had  neither  property  nor  confideration  in 
that  iiland,  nor  any  fort  of  authority  -from  the  refident  planters, 
to  invite  a  Britifh  invaiion.  It  ^^'as  this  ill-placed  confidence 
that  induced  General  Williamfon  to  recommend  the  meafure  to 
the  king's  miniffcers;  and  after\^'ards,  on  receiving  their  fanclion, 
xo  undertake  the  conduct  of  it  himfelf,  with  means  fo  infinitely 

difJM-oportioned 


SURVEY     OF     ST.     DOMINGO. 


401 


dKproportioned  to  the  end,  that  difappointment  and  difcom- 
fiture  were  its  necelTary  and  natural  confequences.  Let  me 
add,  at  the  fame  tmie,  that  inftead  of  fecuring  any  pecuniary 
advantage  to  himfelf,  General  Williamfon  injured  his  private 
fortune,  in  the  profecution  of  this  very  fervice.  His  health 
was  the  facrifice,  and  poverty  his  reward! 

The  hiftory  of  this  unfortunate  experiment  will  hereafter, 
it  is  hoped,  furnilh  a  profitable  lefTon  to  men  in  pov/er.  They 
may  learn  from'^it  the  extreme  danger  of  giving  a  v/illing  ear, 
in  time  of  war,  to  the  reprefentations  of  defigning  foreigners, 
concerning  the  difpofition  and  principles  of  the  great  body  of 
their  countrymen,  and  the  flrate  of  the  country  from  which 
(whether  unjuftly  or  not  is  nothing  to  the  purpofe)  they  have 
probably  been  driven.  To  expect  a  fair  and  impartial  report 
from  fuch  men,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  were  to  fuppofe  that  the  human 
mind  has  changed  its  chara61:er.  This  unhappy  credulity  has 
been  a  diftinguifhed  feature  in  the  conducl  of  the  prefent  war, 
and  the  cafe  of  St.  Domingo  affords  a  melancholy  proof  of  its 
eftefts. 

The  account  which  I  have  given,  will  likewife  furnilli  ad- 
ditional confirmation  to  the  cafes  already  recorded  in  hiftory, 
demonftrating  the  fatal  folly  of  profecuting  aggreffive  \^'ar,  for 
the  acquifition  of  territory,  in  the  climate  of  the  Weft  Indies. 
The  dreadful  expence  of  human  life  in  fuch  enterprifes,  is 
beyond  all  the  compenfation  that  the  moft  fplendid  viclory 
can  afford:  The  hand  of  Omnipotence  is  uplifted  againft 
the  mealure,  and  no  one  nation  on  earth  has  ever  made 
the    attempt,    without    having    had    occafion     afterv/ards    to 
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lament    its     commencement,     and     to    deplore     its     confe- 
qiiences*. 

Such  are  the  refiedions  and  obfervations  which  have  oc^ 
curred  to  me  on  this  painful  topick.  With  a  few  remarks 
of  a  lels  general,  but,  perhaps,  of  no  lefs  interefting  a  nature, 
I  fhall  quit  the  fubiect. 

So  long  as  the  two  great  parties  which  how  exift  in  St, 
Domingo,  fhall  continue  the  profecution  of  civil  warfare  againft 
each  otlier,  there  is  not,  I  fuppofe,  much  danger   to  be  ap- 

*  «  In  thefe  adventures,  obferves  Mr.  Rurke,  it  is  not  an  enemy  we  have  to 
vanquifh,  but  a  cemetery  to  acquire.  In  carrying  on  war  in  the  V¥eft  Indies, 
the  hoftile  fword  is  merciflil :  the  country  itfelf  is  the  dreadful  enemy: -there  the 
European  conqueror  finds  a  cruel  defeat  in  the  very  fruits  of  his  fuccefs.  Every 
advantage  is  but  a  nev/  demand  for  recruits  to  the  Weft  Indian  grave."  Let  us 
hear  alfo  on  this  fubjecl  the  Poet  of  the  Seafons  :  ^ 

^  "  Themoajieful forth 

Walh  the  dire  power  of  pefhhyit  difafe; 
Sick  nature  blajiing  j  and  to  he  art  lefs  ivoe  ■ 
Andfeelh  deflation,  cajiing  down 
The  totvering  hopes,  and  all  the  pride  of  man  ! 
Such  as  of  late  at  Carthagena  quenched 
Tl^e  Britijhfire^— 

-— ^^   Gallant  Vernon favr 
The  miferable  fcenes. 

Heard  nightly  plung'd  amid  the  fallen  waves 
Toe  frequent  corfe  r  Thomson. 

This  miferable  fcene,  however,  has  been  frequently  repeated  fince  the  fiege  of 
Carthagena.  It  was  exhibited  at  the  Havannah  in  1762;  at  the  river  St. /uan, 
and  lately  in  the  Windward  IHands  ;  but  no  where,  I  believe,  witli  greater  force 
and  effect  than  in  St.  Domingo. 

•  -  preHended, 
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prehended,  that  either  of  them  will  have  leifure  to  make  many 
depredations  on  the  Britifli  fliipping  trading  in-  that  part  o£ 
the  world,  or  any  very  ierious  attempts  on  the  coafts  of  the 
neighbouring  iflands.  This  ftate  of  things  cannot,  however, 
be  of  exteniive  duration.  The  war  is  of  too  violent  a  nature 
to  laft  many  years ;  and  it  is  probable  the  firfh  general  confli(3^ 
will  decide  the  fate  of  one  of  the  two  contending  factions. 

By  the  laft  accounts,  ToulTaint-  appears  to  have  at  prefenfe 
the  fuperiority.  His  army  is  undoubtedly  more  numerous 
than  that  of  Rigaud  ;  but  I  fufpedl  it  is  worfe  appointed  and 
provided.  The  Mulattoes  too  have  infinitely  the  advantage 
of  the  blacks  in  point  of  general  knowledge  and  military  dif- 
cipline.  Rigaud  himfelf  is  a  man  of  fagacity  and  experience  ; 
but  above  all,  there  is  this  circumftance  attending  the  Mulattoes 
(which  I  thiiik  mull:  ultimately  turn  the  fcale  in  their  favour) 
that  they  have  no  poffibility  of  retreat,  and  are  well  allured 
they  tnufb  either  fubdue  tlieir- enemies,  or  periJJu  themfelves  to  a 
man.  My  opinion  therefore  is,  that  the  Mulattoes  will  finally 
become  mafters  of  all  the  fea  coaft,  and  the  cultivateable  parts 
of  the  country ;  and  the  fugitive  negroes  feek  a  refuge  in  the 
mountainous  and  interior  diftri61:s.  If  fuch  fhall  be  the  ter- 
mination of  the  pr^fent  civil  conteft  in, St.  Domingo,  the 
Ifland  of  Jamaica  muft  have  a  vigilant  eye  to  its  own  fafety* 
Its  trade,  both  outwards  and  homewards,  will  be  expofed  to 
capture  ;  and  fuch  devaftation  may  be  ipread  over  the  Wind- 
ward parifhes,  by  hordes  of  banditti  coming  thither  in  open 
canoes  from  the  fouthern  parts  of  St.  Domingo,-  as  may  <Ie- 
Itroy  the  labour  of  years,  before  the  fquadron  at  Port  Royal 
can  give,  the  fmallef!:  affiilance  to  the  inhabitants.     Of  this 
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impending  danger  to  Jamaica,  the  Brltifh  government  is  with- 
.  out  doubt  fufficiently  apprized,  and  I  believe  that  meaiures 
are  in  contemplation  how  beft  to  avert  the  threatened  eviio 
I  will  "venture  however  to  pronounce,  from  circumflances 
■within  my  own  knowledge,  that  nothing  can  afford  folid  and 
permanent  fecurity  to  Jamaica,  but  tranquillity  at  home.  Let 
peace  be  re-eflablifhed  between  England  and  France,  and  all 
apprehenfions  from  St.  Domingo  will  vanifh.  The  Mulat- 
toes  having,  after  a  long  and  bloody  ftruggle,  eflablifhed  their 
claim  to  all  the  rights  of  French  citizens,  have  now  nothing 
to  defire  but  to  be  confidered  and  acknowledged  as  faithful 
flibje£l:s  of  France  ;  and  if  the  French  government,  whatever 
form  it  may  hereafter  afTume,  entertains  the  moft  diftant  hope 
of  reftoring,  in  any  degree,  order  and  fubordination  in  the 
country  ;  and  of  deriving  any  advantage  from  it  as  a  colony, 
it  will  receive  them  as  fiich  ;  and  avail  itfelf  of  their  fer%'ices 
in  fupprefling  the  remains  of  revolt  and  rebellion  throughout 
the  ifland.  Peace  therefore  between  England  and  France  will 
convert  the  Mulattoes  of  St.  Domingo  from  formidable  ene- 
mies, into  harmlefs  and  inoffenfive  neighbours  to  the  Brithh 
Weft  Indies;  for  it  will  not  then  be  any  longer  the  bufmefs 
of  our  fleets  and  armies  to  heighten  and  extend  the  miferies 
of  war  on  this  theatre  of  bloodfhed,  and  thus  invite  retalia- 
tion  on  our  own  poiTeffions.  If  indeed  Great  Britain  judges 
rightly,  fhe  will  confider  the  reftoration  of  order  in  St.  Do- 
mingo, as  the  only  certain  pledge  of  future  fecurity  to  her 
Weft  Indian  colonies. 
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CHAPTER       I. 

Preliminary  Obfervations . — Commencement  of  the  War. — Capture 
ofTobago. — Fruitlefs  Attetnpt  againji  Martinico, — Determination 
of  the  Briti/Jj  Minijtry  thereon^  and  confequent  Preparations  for  a 
large  Armament  to  be  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies. — Sir  Charles 
Grey  appointed  to  the  Command  of  the  Land  Forces,  and  Sir  John 
Jervis  to  the  Command  of  the  Fleet  c — New  Arrano-ement, 

WHOEVER  has  made  himfelf  acquainted  with  the  hiftory   CHAP.  I. 
of  the  Weil  Indian  Iflands,  cannot  fail  to  have  obferved    ^'-^"v-^'^ 

that,  whenever  the  nations  of  Europe  are  en?ap-ed.  from  whaf-    Preliminary 
^      .  .,  ,,  -^^  66>  ^^^1"  wnac      Obfervations, 

^ever  caule,  m  war  with  each  other,  thofe  unhappy  countries  are 
conftantly  made  the  theatre  of  its  operations.  Thither  the 
combatants  repair,  as  to  the  arena,  to  decide  their  differences  • 
and  the  miferable  planters,  who  are  never  the  caufe,  are  always 
the  victims  of  the  conteft  I 

When,  at  the  pacification  of  1763,  the  claims  of  Great  Britain 
and  France  to  the  neutral  Hands  of  St.  Lucia,  Tobago,  St.  Vin» 
cent,  and  Dominica,  were  adjufted  by  a  divifion  of  the  fpoil,  many 
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CHAP.  I.  circumliances  concurred  to  induce  a  hope,  that  the  contending 
parties  would  remain  fatisfied  with  their  booty,  and  not  haflily 
invoh'e  the  world  again  in  devaflation  and  bloodflied.  One  of  the 
caufes  of  former  contefts  between  France  and  England  (the  claim 
to  thofe  Iflands)  havin.g  been  removed,  there  was  certainly  reafon 
to  fuppofe  that  the  remembrance  of  recent  calamities,  the  pref- 
fare  of  poverty,  and  the  various  other  diflreffes  which  the  war  had 
brought  on  all  the  belligerent  powers,  were  circumtlances  highly 
favourable  to  a  continuance  of  the  peace.  The  fhort  experience 
often  years  proved  the  fallacy  of  this  expedlation.  The  martial 
fpirit  of  Great  Britain  fickened  for  employment ;  and  pretences 
being  wanting  for  diredling  it  towards  her  ancient  enemies,  it  was 
turned,  in  an  evil  hour,  againft  her  own  fubjecks  in  North  America. 
Wife  men  forefaw  and  predidled,  that  the  reftlefs  and  intriguing 
genius  of  France  would  not  allow  that  kingdom  to  continue  an 
indifferent  fpectator  of  fuch  a  contefl.  Accordingly,  in  the  year 
1778,  fhe  rufhed  into  another  war  with  England,  without  even 
afFeding  to  have  fuftained  the  ihadow  of  provocation;  and  the 
confequence  of  her  injuflice,  and  our  infanity,  was  the  lofs  not 
only  of  thofe  of  the  Sugar  Illands,  which  had  been  ailigned  to  us 
in  1763,  but  of  almoft  all  the  reft  ;  the  difmemberment  of  the 
empire,  and  a  combination  of  dangers  from  which,  at  one  mo- 
ment,  death  feemed  our  only  refuge. 

Of  the  capture  of  the  Sugar  Iflands  in  that  war,  and  their  re- 
fioration  to  Great  Britain,  at  the  peace  of  1783,  I  have  fufficiently 
treated  elfewhere.  Am.erica  alone  derived  advantage  from  the 
conteft.  As  the  French  had  engaged  in  the  war  without  provo- 
cation, fo  they  retired  from  the  field,  not  only  without  benefit,  but 
with  manifeft  lofs.  They  contracted  an  enormous  debt,  to  the 
payment  of  which  their  ordinary  revenues  were  inadequate  ;  and 

perhaps 
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perhaps  to  this  circumftance,  more  than  to  any  other,  the  ruin  of    c  K  A-P.  I. 
their  ancient  government  muft  immediately  be  attributed.     So 
true  is  the  obfervation   of  our  great   dramatic  poet    (and  it  is 
equally  applicable  to  nations  and  to  individuals)    that 

fc  Even   handed  juftice 

Commends  th'  ingredients  cf  our  poifon'd  chalice, 
To  our  own  lips.  Skakespsare. 

To  a  philofopher,  fpeculating  in  his  clofet,  it  might  feem  that 
fuch  an  event  could  not  fail  to  operate  both  as  a  terrible  example, 
and  a  profitable  lefTon,  to  the  nations  of  the  earth  ;  but  above  all 
to  thofe  few  envied  ftates  who  have  every  thing  to  lofe,  and  no- 
thing to  gain,  by  a  change  in  their  fituation.  Poflerity  will  either 
mourn  over  that  page  of  our  hiftory,  or  doubt  its  fidelity,  which 
fhall  record  the  melancholy  truth  that,  in  the  year  1792,  the  go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain  (too  proud  to  karn  wifdom  from  the 
misfortunes  of  others)  adopted  towards  France,  the  fame  infe- 
tuated  line  of  conduil  which,  a  few  years  before,  the  French 
government,  nearly  under  the  fame  circumflances,  had  purfued 
towards  Great  Britain.  Our  conduct  was  fimilar ;  may  the  merc^ 
of  DiWne  Providence  avert  from  us  a  fimilar  iffue  t 


W  APv  being  thus  renewed  (firfl proclaimed,  I  admit,  on  the  part 
of  France,  but  provoked  undoubtedly  by  the  rafh  councils  and  im- 
perious language  of  the  Britiih  Adminiftration,)  the  Weil  Indies 
became,  as  ufual,  the  fcene  of  military  enterprize ;  and  Great 
Britain  had  the  advantage  (if  an  advantage  it  might  be  called) 
of  making  the  firft  onfet.  On  the  loth  of  February  1793,  a 
few  days  only  after  notice  had  been  received  df  the  French  decla- 
ration  of  war,   direftions  were  tranfmitted    to   Major  General 

3G2  Cuyler, 
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CHAP.  I.  Cuyler,  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  British  troops  in  the 
Windward  lilands,  and  to  Sir  John  Laforey,  who  commanded  in 
the  naval  department,  to  attempt  the  redudtion  of  Tobago.  As 
moft  of  the  proprietors  in  that  liland  were  Enghili,  it  was  fup- 
pofed  that  an  Englifh  armament  would  be  favourably  received  by 
the  inhabitants  ;  and  the  event  juftified  this  exped:ation.  The 
Ifland  furrendered,  without  any  great  flruggle,  on  the  17th  of 
April. 

Of  the  territory  thus  re-annexed  to  the  Britlfh  dominion,  I 
fliall  give  the  beil  account  I  am  able  to  colledt  in  a  fubfequent 
Chapter.  At  prefent  I  am  unv/illing  to  interrupt  the  narrative  of 
military  tranfadlions,  by  difquifitions  either  on  its  pall:  hiftory,  or 
its  prefent  importance  ;  and  fliall  therefore  proceed  to  the  next 
attempt  of  the  B'-ithh  forces  in  this  part  of  the  world,  which  I  am 
forry  to  obferve  had  a  lefs  favourable  termination. 

It  was  an  attack,  on  Martinico  ;  an  enterprize  of  great  magni- 
tude J  for  the  labours  and  ingenuity  of  man  had  co-operated  with 
the  hand  of  nature,  in  rendering  that  Ifland  one  of  the  flrongeft 
countries  in  the  world.  In  1759,  it  had  fuccefsfully  refifted  a 
formidable  Britifli  armament  often  (hips  of  the  line,  beiides  fri- 
gates and  bomb  kerches,  having  on  board  5,800  regular  troops; 
and  although  the  Ifland  furrendered  three  years  afterwards,  to  a 
much  fuperior  force,  yet  the  gallant  and  vigorous  reiiftancc  whicih 
the  garrifon  was  enabled  to  make  on  that  occafion,  for  upwards  of 
three  weeks,  ought  furely  to  have  induced  great  caution  and  con- 
federation with  regard  to  future  expeditions  againil  a  country  fo 
amply  provided,  both  by  nature  and  art,  with  the  means  of  de- 
fence. 

In  the  prefent  conjundure,  the  whole  of  the  Britifli  force  in 
the  Windward  Iflands,  was  known  and  allowed  to  be,  of  itfelf, 
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vaftly  inadequate  to  the  objedt  in  view  j  but  fuch  reprefentations  CHAP.  I. 
had  been  fpread  throughout  the  army,  concerning  the  difaf-  1793. 
fedioa  of  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  French 
iflands  to-vards  the  republican  government,  recently  euabliflied 
on  the  ruins  of  their  monarchy,  as  to  create  a  very  general  belief 
that  the  appearance  of  a  Britiih  armament  before  the  capital  of 
Martinico,  would  alone  produce  an  immediate  fai render.  Ge- 
neral Bruce,  on  whom  the  chief  comm.and  of  our  troops  had 
devolved  in  the  interim,  was  indeed  aiTured  by  a  deputation  from 
the  principal  planters  of  the  liland  that  "  a  body  of  800  re- 
gular troops,  would  be  more  than  fufficient  to  overcome  all  pof- 
fible  refiftance." 

Thefe  reprefentations  (as  the  General  him-felf  informed  ths 
king's  minifters)  induced  him,  in  conjundlion  wdth  admiral 
Gardner,  to  undertake  the  expedition  ;  and  the  land  forces  hav- 
ing been  embarked  in  the  ihips  of  war,  the  armament  arrived  off 
Cape  Navire  on  the  i  ith  of  June  1793.  On  the  i6th  the  Britifh 
troops,  in  number  eleven  hundred,  made  good  their  knding;  and 
having  been  joined  by  a  body  of  about  eight  hundredFrenchroyalifts, 
took  polleffion  of  a  very  ftrong  poft  within  five  miles  of  St.  Pierre,, 
it  being  the  General's  intention  to  attack  the  two  forts  which 
defended  that  town.  The  plan  however  did  not  fucceed,  and  I 
regret  that  I  am  unable  to  furnifli  a  fatisfadlory  account  of  ths 
caufes  of  its  failure.  Whatever  information  might  have  been 
contained  in  the  difpatches  from  the  commander  in  chief  to  go- 
vernment, all  that  has  been  communicated  to  the  public  lies  in 
a  narrow  com.pafs,  and  I  fliall  repeat  the  fublfantial  part  in  the 
General's  own  words  :  *'  The  morning  of  the  iSth  (he  cbferves) 
*'  was  the  time  fixed  for  the  attack,  and  we  were  to  move  forward 
'*  in-  two  columns,  the  one  confifling  of  the  Britiih  troops,   the 
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"  other  of  the  French  Royalifts ;  and  for  this  purpofe,  the  troops 
"  were  put  in  motion  before  day  break ;  but,  unfortunately,  fome 
"  alarm  having  taken  place  amongft  the  royalifts,  they  be2;an,  in  a 
''  miilake,  firing  on  one  another,  and  their  commander  being  fe- 
*'  verely  wounded  on  the  occafion,  his  troops  were  difcon carted, 
**  and  inftantly  retired  to  the  poft  from  which  they  had  marched." 
"  This  condudt  (continues  the  General)  ftrongly  proved  that  no 
^'  dependance  could  be  placed  on  the  royalifts,  and  that  the  attack 
"  againfl  St.  Pierre,  muft  have  been  carried  on  folely  by  the  Bri- 
**  tifh  troops,  to  which  their  numbers  were  not  equal.  They  were 
**  therefore  ordered  to  return  to  their  former  poils,  from  whence 
*'  they  re-embarked;  &c." 

This  is  the   whole,   or  nearly  the  whole,  of  what  the  Briti/h 
;p4niinifl:ration  thought  proper   to  fa rnifh  for  the  gratification  of 
the  public  curiofity,  concerning  the  conduct  and  failure  of  this 
unfortunate  expedition ;  and  indeed  it  is  fufficient  to  demonftrate, 
that  tht  ftrong  aiTurances  which  had   been  given,  and  the  fan- 
guine  expectations  which  had  been  formed,  of  fupport  and  affifl- 
ance  from  the  greater  part  of  the  French  inhabitants,   confin- 
ing in  the  whole  of  upwards  of  10,000  whites,  were   not  juf- 
tified  by  the  event.      It  refiecls  therefore  great  honour  on  the  li- 
beral and   humane  difpofition  of  the   Britilli  commander,  that 
they  did  not  fuffer   the   difappointment  which  they  muft  have 
fek  on  this  occafion,  to  operate   to  the  difadvantage  of  thofe  of 
the  French  planters,  by  whom  fuch  aiTurances  were  held  forth, 
and  who,  though  miftaken  as  to  their  countrymen,  manifefted 
the  fincerity  of  their  own  profeffions  by  their  fubfequent  conduct. 
*•  As  they  would  certainly  have  fallen  vidlims,"  obferves  General 
Bruce,  *'  to  the  implacable  malignity  of  the  republican  party,   as 
*'-  foon  as  we  quitted  the  ifland  it  became  in  a  manner  incumbent 
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**  on  us,   in  fupport  of  the  national  charaifter,  to  ufe  our  utmoft    CHAP.  L 

*'  exertions  to  bring  thefe  unhappy  people  from  the  fliore  ;  and  al-        1707. 

"  though  the   neceffity  of  impreffing  luch   vefTels   as  could  be 

*'  found,  and  the  purchafing  provilions  from  the  merchant  vefTels, 

**  will  incur  a  great  expence,  I  have  neverthelefs  ventured  upon  it, 

*'  trufling  for  myj  iliihcation  to  the  generous  and  humane  difpofi- 

**  tion  exhibited  by  the  Britilh  nation  on  fimilar  occafions.     We 

'•'  were  therefore  employed  in  embarking  thefe   people  from  the, 

'*  igth  to  the  21ft ;"  &c.  6cc. 

Notwithftanding  this  difcouraging  account,  the  Britifli  mini- 
flers,  on  receiving  intelligence  of  general  Bruce's  mifcarriage, 
coniidered  themfelves  imperioufly  called  upon  to  vindicate  tha 
honour  of  the  Engliih  arms,  by  enterprifes  of  greater  magnitude 
in  the  fame  quarter.  They  refolved  to  fend  thither,  forthwith, 
fuch  an  armament,  as,  in  addition  to  the  Britifh  force  already  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  fhould  be  fuflicient  not  only  for  the  conqueft  of 
Martinico,  but  even  "  to  dillodge  the  enemy  from  every  one  of 
their  pofleffion&  in  that  part  of  the  world;"  Such  was  their  de- 
claration. 

The  neceffity  of  difpatching  to  that  part  of  the  king's  domi- 
nions a  confiderable  reinforcement,  could  not  indeed  admit  of  doubt 
or  delay.  The  prefervation  of  many  of  our  fugar  iflands,  ren- 
dered luch  a  meafure  indifpenfable  ;  but  the  queftion  whether  it 
was  confiftent  with  prudence  and  good  policy  to  prolccute  ofFen- 
five  war  in  that  quarter,  rather  than  confine  our  attention  folely 
to  the  defence  of  the  Britifh  territories  there,  involves  in  it  many 
great  and  weighty  conliderations.  A  fevi^  reflections  which  have 
occurred  to  me  on  this  head  will  be.  found  towards  the  concluiion. 
of  my  narrative. 

Such,  however,  whether  wifely  or  not,  was  the  fyi^em  ap- 
proved 
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proved  by  the  Britiili  rninifters }  and  it  muft  1  think  be  admitted 
that,  if  a  war  of  conqueft  in  the  V/eft  Indies  was,  at  all  hazards, 
a  propel-  and  juftifiable  meafure,  the  comprehenfive  plan,  w^hich 
embraced  the  whole  poffeffions  of  the  Freach  in  the  windward 
iilands,  originated  in  found  policy  :  certainly  it  was  wife,  either 
to  attempt  the  conqueft  of  all  of  them,  or  to  leave  all  of  them 
unmolefted.  Every  man  who  is  acquainted  ^^•ith  the  relative 
fituation  of  the  French  and  Britifh  colonies  in  thofe  ifiands,  the 
condition  of  each,  and  their  affinity  to  each  other,  will  allow  that, 
in  this  cafe,  there  was  no  medium. 

It  muft  Hkewife  be  admitted,  that  the  preparations  which  the 
minifters  caufed  to  be  m.ade,  in  confequence  of  this  determination, 
correfponded  to  the  magnitude  and  extent  of  their  views.  Orders 
were  iffued  for  the  immediate  embarkation  of  fourteen  regi- 
ments'of  infantry,  confifting  of  near  eleven  thoufand  men  ;  a 
fleet  compofed  of  four  firft  rate  fliips  of  war  and  nine  frigates, 
befides  floops,  bomb  ketches,  and  tranfports,  was  appointed  to 
convey  them  to  the  fcene  of  adlion,  and  ad  in  conjundion  with 
them.  And  that  no  poffible  doubt  might  arife  in  the  pubhc 
mind  concerning  the  judicious  application  of  this  great  armament 
to  its  proper  objeft,  the  whole  was  placed  under  the  diredion 
of  two  of  the  moft  diftinguiflied  officers  which  any  age  or  na- 
tion has  produced  i  the  chief  command  being  affigned  to  Sir 
Charles  Grey,  General  of  the  land  forces;  and  the  naval  de- 
partment to  vice-admiral  Sir  John  Jervis.  Neither  muft  it  pafs 
unobferved,  in  juftice  to  the  different  public  offices  of  this  king- 
dom, that  the  whole  was  ready  for  its  departure  in  lefs  than 
three  months  after  the  receipt  of  General  Bruce's  difpatches. 

How  much  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  this  great  and  decifive 
plan  was  not  perfifted  in  to  the  laft,   the  circumftances  which  I 
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fiiali  hereafter  record,  will   mournfully  demonflrate.     It  is  with    CHAP.  I. 

pain  I  relate,  that  a  few  days  only  before  Sir  Charles  Grey  ex- 

pec!:ed  to  fail,  a  ne\v  arrangement  was  m.ade,  by  which  no  lefs 

than  4,600  cf  the  troops  that  had  been  placed  under  his  orders, 

were  detached  from  the  reft,   and  employed   on   another  fervice  ; 

the  miniriers  apologizing  to   the  General,  by  intimating  that  it 

was  not  expelled  of  him  to  accomplifl^  all  the  obje6ls  for  which 

the  more  extenfive  armament  had   been  judged  neceflary. 

Although  it  cannot  eaf]ly  be  fappofed  that  this  unexped:ed 
diminution  of  his  army,  any  more  than  the  apology  which  was 
made  for  it  (by  which  it  was  evident  that  the  original  plan  was 
abandoned  by  government)  could  be  matter  of  fatisfa£lion  to  the 
commander  in  chief,  yet  he  filently  acquiefced  in  the  meafure; 
and,  as  the  fecretary  of  flare  afterwards  very  honourably  and 
handfomely  obferved  in  the  Houfe  of  Comm.ons,  "  did  never- 
*'  thelefs  complete  all  the  conquefis  which  were  in  contemplation 
"  before  any  reduction  of  his  force  had  taken  place." 

The  reader's  iirft  impreffion  therefore  will  naturally  be,  that 
although  a  lefs  force  was  actually  employed  than  w  as  allotted  for 
this  expedition,  the  deficiency  was  abundantly  fupplied  by  the 
fpirit  and  energy  of  the  arfny  and  navy,  and  the  wifdom  and  de- 
cifion  of  the  commanders ;  that  the  objedts  in  view  being  fully 
obtained,  though  with  lefs  means  than  were  at  firft  fjggefled, 
the  original  fyftem  v/as  in  truth  carried:  into  full  efFecl  j  and  of 
courfe  the  redudlion  of  the  army,  juftified  by  fubfequent 
events. 

How  far  this  reafoning  can  be  fupported,  the  fequel  will  Ihew. 
I  fhall  proceed  in  the  next  chapter  with  a  detail  of  military 
tranfadlions  in  the  order  they  occurred. 
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CHAPTER    II.* 

Sir  Charles  Grey  arrives  at  Barbadoes,  and  fails  for  the  .dttack  of 

Martinico. — Proceedings  of  the  Army  a?td  Navyy  until  the  Sur-^ 
render  of  that  Ifland. 

ON  the  26tli  of  November  1793,  the  armament,  reduced  as 
was  fiated  in  the  latter  part  of  the  preceding  Chapter,  failed 
from  St.  Helen's,  and  on  the  6t:h  of  January,  1794,  the  fquadroa 
cad  anchor  in  Cariifle  Bay,  in  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes:  It  was  af- 
terwards reinforced  by  the  Alia,  of  64  guns,  and  fome  additional 
frigates-. 

After  a  month's  flay  at  Barbadoes  (an  interval  which  was  ufe- 
fully  employed  in  preparing  gun-boats,  in  training  the  feamen  for 
land  fervice,  and  in  attendance  on  the  lick)  the  fquadron  failed  for 
the  attack  of  Martinlcoj  having  onboard,  of  land  forces  (includ- 
ing a  detachment  of  negro  dragoons)  6,085  effedive  men. 

On  Wednefday,  the  5th  of  February,  the  fleet  approached  the 
South-Eafliern  coaft  of  that  ifland,  and  the  General  (having  pre- 
vioufly  made  the  necefl"ary  arrangements  with  Sir  John  Jervis)  di- 
vided 

*  It  is  proper  to  obfen'e  that  moft  of  what  is  related  in  tiiis  chapter,  concerning  the 
proceedings  of  the  army  and  navy,  in  the  attack  and  conqueft  of  Martinico,  is  copied 
ffom  the  public  difpatches  of  the  refpective  commanders.  The  few  particulars  which 
I  have  intef woven  in  fome  places,  and  added  in  others,  are  derived  partly  from  the 
coraprehenfive  and  circumftantial  account  which  was  publifhed  by  the  Rev.  Cooper 
Willyams;  and  partly  from  private  communications  from  officers  who  v/ere  in  aclual 
fervice  in  this  campaign.  I  have  arranged  the  whole  afcer  my  own  manner,  in  the 
view  fas  I  hoped)  of  giving  the  detail  greater  clearnefs  and  perfpicuity,  than  can 
be  expefl:ed  from  difpatches  written  commonly  in  great  hafte  on  the  fpur  of  the 
moment. 
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vided  the  army  Into  three  detachments,  with  a  view  to  land  them  CHAP.  II. 
at  three  feparate  and  dlftina  quarters.  Thefe  were  Gallion  bav, 
on  the  Northern  coaft,  Cafe  de  Navires  nearly  oppofite,  on  the 
South,  and  Trois  Rivieres  towards  the  South-Eafl.  The  firfl: 
detachment  was  commanded  by  Major  General  Dundas,  the  fs- 
cond  by  Colonel  Sir  Charles  Gordon,  and  the  third  by  the  Gene- 
ral himielf,  affifted  by  Lieutenant  General  Prefcott.  The  mea- 
fure  was  well  concerted)  for  by  inducing  the  enemy  to  divide  his 
force,  it  enabled  the  Britifh  to  effed:  their  landing  at  each  place, 
with  very  little  lofs. 

On  the  evening  of  the  fame  day.  Major  General  Dundas,  with 
his  detachment,  efcortcd  by  Commodore  Thomfon  and  his  divi- 
lion,  -arrived  off  the  bay  of  Gallion:  Capt.  Faulkner  in  the  Zebra 
led,  and  immediately  drove  the  enemy  from  a  battery  on  Point  a' 
Chaux.  The  troops  then  difembarked  without  further  oppofi- 
tion,  about  three  miles  from  the  town  of  Trinite,  and  halted  for 
the  night.  Early  the  next  morning  they  began  their  march,  but 
were  fomewhat  annoyed  in  their  progrefs  by  a  fire  of  mufketry 
from  the  cane-fields,  where  a  body  of  the  enemy  lay  concealed. 
The  aim  of  the  Major  Gen.  was  to  take  Morne  Le  Brun,  a  Urong 
poft,  fituated  on  an  eminence  immediately  over  the  town.  This 
he  happily  effeded,  and  inflantly  detaching  Lieut.  Col.  Craddock 
with  the  Vecond  battalion  of  grenadiers,  and  Major  Evatt  with 
three  companies  of  light-infantry,  to  attack  Trinite  fort,  the  ene- 
my fled,  and  our  troops  took  poffefilon  of  it,  Vv'ith  the  cannon  and 
ftores.  Commodore  Thompfon  pofTeffed  himfelf  at  the  fame 
time  of  the  veflels  in  the  harbour,  but  the  town  itfelf  v^^as  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  enemy  j  for  Bellegarde,  the  popular  leader  of  the  Mu- 
lattoes,  being  obliged  to  evacuate  a  fort  bearing  his  own  name,  ma- 
licioully  fet  fire  to  Trinite  as  he  retired,  and  tlie  beft  part  of  the 
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houies,  with  a  quantity  of  flores  of  all  kinds,  were  confumed  by 
the  flames. 

On  the  evenhig  of  the  7th,  Major  Gen.  Dandas,  leaving  Major 
Skirrett  and  a  party  of  marines  to  command  at  Trmite  fort,  pro- 
ceeded wiih  his  brigade  to  Gros  Morne,  afituation  of  great'im- 
portance,  commanding  the  principal  pafs  between  the  Northern 
and  Southern  parts  of  the  ir.and;  but  although  the  fortifications 
were  ilrong  and  extenfive,  the  Major  Gen.  found  the  place  entirely 
evacuated,. the  enemy  having  retired  at  his  approach.  Pufnlng  for- 
ward again,  the  Major  Gen.  on  the  9th,  tookpolTeffionof  a  ilrong 
fituation  called  Bruneau,  about  two  leagues  North  of  Fort  Bour- 
bon, the  enemy  retreating  as  before.  From  thence.  Major  G^n. 
Dundas  detachedLieut.  Col  Craddcck  with  three  companies  of  gre- 
nadiers to  feize  Fore  Matilde,  which  covered  a  good  landing  within 
two  miles  of  his  left,  and  where  the  enemy  appeared  in  conlider- 
able  force;  but  on  Lieut.  Col.  Craddock's  approach,  they  evacuated 
the  place.  Of  this  poft  the  Britifli  troops,  being  reinforced  with 
a  company  of  grenadiers,  held  quiet  poiTeffioa  that  night,  and 
the  whole  of  the  enfuingday;  but  in  the  night  between  the  icth 
and  nth,  they  were  attacked  by  5oo  of  the  enemy,  under  the 
command  of  Bellegarde,  the  Mulatto  General.  Our  troops  were 
rather  taken  by  furprize;  but  recovering  themfelves,  the  enemy 
was  totally  repulfed,  and  compelled  to  take  ftelter  in  Fort  Bour- 
bon. In  this  adion  Capt.  M'Ewen  of  the  38th,  and  fcvcn  pri- 
vates were  killed,  and  nineteen  wounded. 

Col.  Sir  Charles  Gordon,  with  the  brigade  under  his  com- 
mand, was  not  able  to  make  goodhis  landing  at  Cafe  de  Navires  ; 
but  on  the  m.orning  of  the  8th  he  landed  at  Cafe  Pilottej  whea 
finding  that  the  enemy  were  mafters  of  the  great  road  and  the 
heights  above  it,  he  made  a  circuitotts  movement  through  the 
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mountains,  and  afcendcd  until,  by  day-break  of  the  9th,  he  had  CKAP.  II. 
gained,  unmolefted  by  the  enemy,  the  moil  commanding  pofl  in 
that  part  of  the  country :  Col.  Myers,  defcending  from  the  heights, 
took  polTeffion  of  I.a  Chapelle,  and  a  pcft  eilabhOied  by  the  ene- 
my above  it.  On  his  return  the  columin  proceeded,  through  very 
dihicult  ground,  to  the  heights  of  Berne,  above  Ance  La  Haye; 
the  enemy  keeping  a  conftant  fire  in  the  mean  time  from  the 
batteries  of  St.  Catharine.  Sir  Charles  Gordon  had  now  a  pofi- 
tion  which  gave  him  an  eafy  communication  with  the  tranfports  ; 
when  an  the  12th,  obferving  that  the  battery  and  works  at  St. 
Catharine,  and  the  polls  which  guarded  the  firll  ravine,  were 
abandoned  by  the  enemy,  he  took  poiTelTion  of  them,  v/hile 
Col.  Myers,  with  five  companies  of  grenadiers,  and  the  forty- 
third  regiment,  croffed  four  ravines  higher  up,  and  feized  all  the 
batteries  by  which  they  were  defended.  The  enemy  now  fled  on 
every  fide,  and  our  troops  were  foon  in  polTefTiOn  of  the  five  bat- 
teries between  Cas  de  Navires  and  Fort  Royal.  They  then  pro- 
ceeded and  occupied  the  pofis  of  Gentilly,  La  Cofiie,  and  La  Ar- 
cher, within  a  league  of  Fort  Bourbon. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  commander  in  chief,  with  Lieut.  Gen. 
Prefcott,  and  that  part  of  the  army  which  had  landed  at  Trois 
Riviers,  had  marched  from  thence  acrofs  a  very  difficult  country, 
to  the  river  Sake,  and  entered  the  town  of  the  fame  nam.e,  fituat- 
ed  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  On  the  march.  Brigadier  Gen. 
Whyte  was  detached  with  the  fecond  battalion  of  hght-infantry, 
to  force  the  batteries  of  Cape  Solomon  and  Point  a  Burgos,  in 
order  to  obtain  poflefiion  of  Iflet  aux  Ramieres,  or  Pigeon  Ifland, 
an  important  objedt,  the  attainment  of  which  was  necefiary  to 
enable  our  fhips  to  get  into  the  harbour  of  Fort  Royal.  Thofc 
batteries  were  accordingly  ftormed,  and  the  Brigadier  Gen.  being 
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I^-  reinrorced  with  a  detachment  of  Royal  and  I-rifli  artillery  and 
200  feamen,  fent  Col.  Sym.es  with  the  feamen,  and  two  companies 
of  the  15th  regiment,  to  afcend  the  heights,  and  take  pofTeffion  of 
Mount  Matharine,  which  commanded  Pigeon  Ifland  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  4P0  yards.  This  was  happily  accomplidied  on  the  9th, 
and  batteries  ereded  on  it.  Thefe  were  completed  during  the 
night  of  the  loth,  and  on  Tuefday  morning,  the  nth,  they  were 
opened,  and  fo  well  pointed  and  inceflant  a  fire  was  kept  up,  un- 
der the  diredlion  of  Capt.  Pratt  of  the  Irifli  artillery,  that  in  two 
hours  the  garrifon  ilruck  their  colours,  and  furrendered  at  difcre- 
lion,  with  the  lofs  of  15  men  killed  and  25  wounded. 

The  Iflet  aux  Ramieres,  or  Pigeon  Ifland,  is  fituated  on  the 
South  fide  *of  the  bay  of  Fort  Royal,  about  two  hundred  yards 
from  the  fliore.  It  is  in  itfelf  a  fteep  and  barren  rock,  inacceffible 
except  in  one  place  only,  where  the  afcent  is  by  a  ladder,  fixed 
againft  a  perpendicular  wall;  and  the  fummit  is  90  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  fea.  There  were  found  on  it,  11  forty-two  pound- 
ers, 6  thirty-two  pounders,  14  thirteen-inch  mortars,  and  one 
howitzer,  with  an  immenfe  quantity  of  ftores  and  ammunition  of 
all  kinds,  and  a  flove  for  heating  fhot. 

On  the  capture  of  this  fortrefs,  the  fquadron  imm.ediately  took 
poiTeffion  of  the  bay  and  harbour  of  Fort  Royal;  and  moft  of  the 
tranfports  and  ftorefhips  got  up  to  Cohee,  a  harbour  at  the  North 
Eafl  end  of  the  bay,  from  whence  they  had  a  comm.unication  by 
a  chain  of  pods,  with  the  troops  at  Bruneau  j  and  the  next  objed: 
of  attention  was  St.  Pierre,  the  capital  of  the  illand,  in  the  attack 
-cf  which,  the  co-operation  of  the  forces,  both  by  fea  and  land, 
was  indifpenfably  necefiary. 

In  confequence  of  an  arrangement  for  this  enterprize.  Col. 
Syvnes,  with  three  light  companies,  and  Major  Maitland,  with  the 
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50th  regiment,  embarked  on  board  a  detachment  of  the  fquadron,    CHAP.  II. 
which  were  ordered  for  the  bay  of  St.  Pierre. 

On  the  14th  the  comrhander  in  chief  moved  forward  with  his 
army  to  Bruneau,  where  we  left  Major  Gen.  Dandas,  and  on  the 
evening  of  the  fame  day  the  Major  Gen.  marched  from  thence  to 
Gros  Morne  with  the  2d  battaHon  of  grenadiers,  the  33d  and 
40th  light  companies,  and  the  65th  regiment.  From  Gros  Morne 
he  detached  Col.  Campbell  through  the  woods  by  Bois  le  Bue, 
with  the  two  light  companies  and  the  65th  regiment,  to  the  at- 
tack of  Montigne,  proceeding  himfelf  towards  the  heights  of 
Capot  and  Callebaffe,  from  both  v/bich  the  enemy  retired :  From 
the  latter  the  Major  Gen.  had  a  diftmt  view  of  Col.  Campbell's 
detachment,  and  the  mortification  to  fee  them  attacked  by  a  great 
body  of  the  enemy,  ftrongly  pofted  about  half  a  mile  ihort  of 
Montigne.  The  Major  Gen,  immediately  pufhed  forward  his  ad- 
vanced guard  under  the  command  of  the  Hon.  Capt.  Ramfay; 
who,  by  extraordinary  exertions,  came  up  with  the  enemy  while 
engaged  wich  Col.  Campbell's  detachment,  and  filenced  their  fire,, 
but  the  Colonel  himfelf  had  unfortunately  fallen  early  in  the  en- 
gagement. Capt.  Ramfay  being  joined  by  the  fecond  battalion  of 
grenadiers,  now  took  poffefllon  of  Montigne,  and  the  Major  Gen. 
took  poft  on  Morne  Rouge.  The  fame  evening,  the  Major  Gen, 
obfcrving  feveral  bodies  of  the  enemy  moving  towards  his  front, 
and  forming  under  a  fmall  redoubt,  ordered  4  companies  of  grena- 
diers to  advance,  and  a  fmart  engagement  enfuedi  the  enemy  was 
covered  by  abriik  fire,  from  two  field  pieces  on  Morne  Selleveiur. 
The  adion  continued  for  about  half  an  hour,  when  the  enemy  re- 
treated and  during  the  night  abandoned  the  fort  on  Morne  Belle— 
vieur,  of  which  our  troops  immediately' took  poffeffion. 
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Our  army  had  now  arrived  within  two  leagues  of  Sc.  Pierre, 
from  whence  at  day-break,  on  the  i6th,  the  enemy  fent  a  flag, 
requiring  three  days  to  confider  of  a  capitulation.  The  Major 
General  returned  for  anfwer,  that  inflead  of  three  days  he  would 
allow  them  only  three  hours  ;  and  leaving  a  company  of  grena- 
diers in  poiTeffion  of  Bellevieur,  he  immediately  moved  on  towards 
St.  Pierre.  At  this  juncture,  the  detachment  of  the  fquadron  ar- 
rived in  the  bay,  and  began  their  operations.  Colonel  Symes, 
With  the  troops  and  feamen  who  were  to  land  with  him,  had,  pre- 
vious to  their  entering  the  bay,  embarked  on  board  the  Zebra  and 
Nautilus  floops,  which  drawing  little  water  could  land  them 
without  difficulty.  In  the  evening  of  the  i6th  thefe  veffels  ap- 
proached the  North  part  of  the  bay,  the  other  men  of  war  land- 
ing in  to  cover  them  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  Capt.  Hervey, 
in  the  Santa  Margarita,  perceiving  the  troops  vvere  likely  to  be 
much  annoyed  by  two  batteries  with  heated  fhot,  -  fleered  clofe 
under  the  guns  of  the  moft  confiderable  of  them,  and  effedually 
filenced  it.  About  four  in  the  morning  of  the  17th,  the  troops 
made  good  their  landing,  and  immediately  advanced  towards  St. 
Pierre ;  but  the  conflia:  was  at  an  end,  for  the  enemy  feeintr  the 
Britifh  approach  both  by  fea  and  by  land,  evacuated  the  town, 
leaving  their  colours  flying,  which  were  immediately  hauled  down, 
and  the  Eritifli  colours  placed  in  their  room.  By  ten  o'clock  the 
whole  of  Colonel  Symes's  detachment  had  marched  into  the 
town,  and  were  foon  afterwards  joined  by  General  Dundas  and 
his  army. 

No  injury  was  done,  nor  outrage  offered  to  the  inhabitants ; 
the  women  and  children  fat  at  their  doors  to  fee  the  foldiers 
march  in,  as  peaceably  and  cheerfully  as  the  inhabitants  of  an 
Englifh  village  behold  a  regiment  pafs  through  their  il-reets.    One 
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inflance  only  occurred,  an  attem|2t  to  pillage  ;  for  which  the 
offender  was  immediately  hung  up  by  the  Provoft  Marfhal,  at  the 
gate  of  the  Jefuits   College. 

The  town  of  St.  Pierre's  being  thus  captured  *,  and  many  im- 
portant pofts  in  different  parts  of  the  country  already  in  poffeffion  of 
theBritifh  troops,  it  might  have  been  fuppofed  that  thefurrender  of 
the  ifland  was  fpeedily  to  have  followed ;  but  fo  great  was  the  na- 
tural and  artificial  ftrength  of  the  country,  and  fo  obflinately  was 
it  defended  on  this  occafion  by  the  inhabitants,  that  much  re- 
mained to  be  done  before  this  event  took  place.     The  two  great 
forts   of  Bourbon  and  Fort  Royal   (the  former  commanded  by 
Rochambeau  the  Governor  of  the  Ifland)    were  ilill  to  be  con- 
quered ;   and  it  was  impoffible   clofely  to^  inveft  Fort  Bourbon,- 
without  firft  poffeffing  the  heights  of  Surie  or  Sourier,  a  fituation.- 
eminently  flrong  and   difficult,   and   defended  by  a  large  body  of 
the  enemy,  under  the  command  of  the  Mulatto  General  Belle- 
garde.     The  commander  in  chief  therefore  propofed  to  attack 
this  poft  from  his  camp  at  Bruneau,  on  the  night  of  the  i8th,  and 
to  depend  for  fuccels  folcly  on  a  vigorous   ufe  of  the  bayonet  j 
but,  a  few  hours  previous  to  the  time  he  had  fix^d  for  the  enter- 
prize,  Bellegarde  himfelf,  with  part  of  his  troops,  defcended  the 
heights,  and  attacked  the  General's  left.     His  intention  was,  if 
pofiible,  to  cut  off  the  communication  between  the  Britifh  army 
and  navy.     The  attempt  was   bold,  but  it   was  ruinous.     The 
Ceneral  immediately  perceived  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from 
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*  Lieut.  Malcolm  of  the  41ft  grenadiers,  was  appointed  Town  Major,  in  confi- 
deration  of  his  diftinguifhed  conduft  and  active  fervices  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  rifle- 
men, which  was  compofed  of  two  men  fele£ted  from  each  company  of  the  firfl:  batta- 
lion of  grenadiers.     We  faall  have  occafion  to  mention  this  officer  hereaftgr. 
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It,  and  feized  it  in  the  moment  ;  for,  diredting  Lieut.  Gen. 
Prefcott  to  keep  the  enemy  in  check,  he  ordered  from  his  right- 
Lieut.  Col.  Buckeridge,  with  the  third  battahon  of  grenadiers^ 
and  Lieut.  Colonels  Goote  and  Blundell,.  v/ith.  the  i  fb  and  2d 
battalions  of  light  infantry,  to  attack  Bellegarde's  camp  on  the 
left.  In  this  fervice  this  detachment  .difplayed  fuch  fpirit  and 
impetuolity  as  proved  irreliftible,  and  pofleffion  being  taken  of 
Bellegarde's  camp,  his  own  cannon  were  turned  againfl  him. 
This  unfortunate  man  and  his  fecond  in  command,  with  about 
300  of  their  followers,  furrendered  themfelves  to  the  General  a 
few  days  afterwards,  the  two  leaders  deiiring  to  be  fent  to  North 
America,  en  condition  of  never  ferving  againfl  his  Majefty  ;  and 
in  this  requefl:  they  were  gratified.  Their  followers  were  fent  on 
board  the  king's  iliips  as  prifoners  of  war. 

From  the  20th  of  February,  Forts  Bourbon  and  Louis,  with 
the  tow^n  of  Fort  Royal,  were  completely  inverted,  and  the  General 
was  bufily  employed  in  erecfting  batteries  on  his  firfl:  parallel.  On 
the  north-eafl  fide,  the  army  under  General  Prefcott  broke  ground 
on  the  25th  of  February,  and  on  the  weft  fide  towards  La  Cafte, 
fafcine  batteries  for  mortars  and  cannon  were  erecfling  with  all 
poflible  expedition.  In  this  bufinefs  the  feamen  eminently  dif- 
tinguiflied  themfelves  j  and  the  fiege  was  carried  on  with  unre- 
mitted exertion  by  night  and  day  3  the  moft  perfecfl  co-operation 
prevailing  between  the  army  and  navy ;  the  exertions  of  both  being 
animated  by  the  prefence  and  approbation  of  his  Royal  Highnefs 
Prince  Edward,  who  arrived  from  Quebec  the  4th  of  March,  and 
taking  the  command  of  Sir  Charles  Gordon's  brigade,  fet  an  ad- 
mirable example  of  difcipline  and  good  condudt  to  the  whole 
army,  by  his  behaviour,  during  the  remainder  of  the  campaign. 
The  advanced  batteries  were  at  length  brought  within  five 
hundred  yards  of  Fort  Bourbon,  and  not  mor^  than  two  hundred 
»  from 
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from  the  redoubt;  when  on  tlie  17th  of  March  the  General  ^^^P^^' 
concerted  meafures  with  the  Admiral  for  a  combined  alfault  by 
the  naval  and  land  forces  upon  the  fort  and  town  of  Fort  Royal. 
Scaling  ladders  being  provided,  and  the  neceflary  arrangements 
fettled,  the  fhips  deftined  for  the  fervice  took  their  ftations  on 
the  morning  of  the  20th  of  March.  The  Afia  and  the  Zebra 
floop,  with  Captain  Rogers,  and  a  body  of  feamen  in  flat  boats 
(the  whole  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Thompfon)  com- 
pofed  the  naval  force ;  the  land  force  confifted  of  rhe  firft  bat- 
talion of  grenadiers,  the  firft  and  third  light  infantry,  with  the 
third  grenadiers. 

About  10  o'clock  the  Afia  and  Zebra  got  under  way.  The 
Zebra  led  in,  towards  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  receiving  the 
enemy's  fire,  without  returning  a  fliot.  The  Afia  had  got  within 
the  range  of  grape  fliot,  when,  to  the  furprize  of  the  whole  fleet, 
Ihe  wore  and  made  fail  from  the  fort.  She  ftood  in  a  fecond 
time,  and  again  put  about  *.  Now  then  it  was  that  Captain 
Faulkner  of  the  Zebra  acquired  immortal  honour  ;  for  perceiv- 
ing that  he  could  not  exped:  any  afiifl:ance  from  the  Afia  (a  fliip 
of  the  line)  he  determined  to  undertake  the  fervice  alone  in  his 
fmail  floop  of  16  guns,  and  he  executed  this  defign  with  matchlefsr 
intrepidity  and  good  condudl ;  for  running  the  Zebra  clofe  to  the 
walls,  and  leaping  overboard  at  the  head  of  his  floop's  company, 
he  fcaled  the  ramparts,  and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  fort.  "  No 
*'  language  of  mine  (fays  Admiral  Jervis)  can  exprefs  the  merit 
**  of  Capt.  Faulkner  on  this  occafion  ;  but  as  every  man  in  the 
*'  army  and   fquadron  bears   tefl:imony  to  it^  this  incomparable 

*  It  Is  faid  that  a  French  loyalift,  named  Toureller,  who  had  formerly  been  lieute- 
nant of  Fort  Louis,  was  employed  by  Capt.  Brown  as  pilot  on  this  occafion,  and 
that  this  man,  under  pretence  of  fhoals,  refufed  to  carry  the  {hip  any  farther. 
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"  adion  cannot  fail  of  being  recorded  in  the  page  of  hiftory." 
Col.  Symes,  in  the  fame  triumphant  moment,  entered  and  took 
poffeffion  of  the  town. 

This  fignal  fuccefs  determined  the  fate  of  the  Ifland  ;  for  Ge- 
neral Rochambeau,  perceiving  that  all  was  loft,  immediately 
fent  a  flag  from  Fort  Bourbon,  offering  to  furrender  on  capitula- 
tion. The  terms  were  accordingly  adjufted  on  the  23d,  and  on: 
the  25th  the  garrifon,  reduced  to  900  men,  marched  out  prifonera 
of  war.  To  the  gallantry  with  which  this  fortrefs  was  defended^ 
General  Grey  bore  an  honourable  teftimony,  by  obferving  that 
**  the  Britiih  troops,  on  entering  the  place,  could  fcarcely  find  an 
**  inch  of  ground  which  had  not  been  touched  by  their  iliot  or 
"  their  ftiells." 

Thus  was  atchieved  the  conquefl:  of  Martinico,  with  the  lofs 
on  the  part  of  the  Britifh  of  71  men  killed,  193  wounded,  and  of 
three  that  were  mifling.  The  limits  I  have  prefcribed  to  myfelf 
will  not  allov/  me  to  enumerate  the  particular  merits  of  all  thofe 
gallant  men,  whofe  fervices,  both  by  fea  and  land,  were  confpicu- 
ous  on  this  occafion.  Hiftory  will  not  fail  to  record  them,  and 
above  all  to  give  due  honour  to  that  zealous  co-operation,  to  that 
admirable  fpirit  of  unanimity  and  concord  between  the  fea  and 
land  fervice,  which  were  particularly  obfervable  during  the  whole 
fiege ;  and  for  want  of  which,  in  other  cafes,  both  numbers  and 
courage  have  oftentimes  proved  unavaihng^ 
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*s*  Immediately  on  the  furrender  of  the  Ifland,  the  following  proclamation  was  _'~ 

iflued  in  General  Orders  :  ' 

Head  Quarters,  Fort  Royal,  25th  March  1794. 
.    Parole,  FORT  GEORGE.  C.  S.  FORT  EDWARD. 


Field   Officer,    COLONEL  COOTE. 

THE  Commander  in  Chief  orders  Fort  Bourbon  now  to  bear  the  name  of  Fort 
George,  and  Fort  Louis  to  bear  the  name  of  Fort  Edward  j  and  to  be  called  fo  in 
future.  The  commander  in  chief,  with  heartfelt  fatisfaction,  congratulates  the  army 
on  the  complete  conqueft  of  the  Ifland  of  Martinico,  a  moft  important  acq-jifition  to 
his  Majefty's  crown.  He  begs  permiffion  to  return  the  army  in  general  his  warmeft 
thanks  for  their  zeal,  perfeverance,  gallantry,  and  fpirit,  fo  eminently  diflinguifhed 
and  never  before  exceeded,  by  every  rank,  from  the  general  to  the  foldier,  throughout 
this  fervice ;  and  this  juftice  he  cannot  fail  to  do  them  in  the  firongeft  language  to  Ms 
Majefty. 
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CHAPTER      III. 

Co72gueJl  of  St.  Lucia. — Befcription  of  Guadaloiipe. — -Proceedings 
againfl  that  IJland. — Its  Surrender  completes  the  Conqueji  of  the 
'French  JVeji  India  Colonies.— Caufe  of  the  fubfeque'nt  Reverfes. 
— Mo-rtclity  among  the  B-ritiJh. — Arrival  of  a  French  Squadron 
with  Troops  at  Guadaloupe. — Their  Succejfes :  followed  by  the 
ReduSiion  of  the  whole  IJland.— Inhuman  Barbarity  of.ViSlor 
Ungues  to  the  Royalifs. — Sir  C.  Grey  and  Sir  J.  ye7-'vis,fuc- 
ceeded  by  Sir  J.  Vaughan  and  Admiral  Caldwell. 

ICTORY  having  thus  far  crowned  the  Britiih  arms. 
General  Grey  determined,  without  lofs  of  time,  to  per- 
fevere  in  his  career  of  glory;  wherefore,  leaving  five  regiments 
under  the  com^mand  of  Generaf  Prefcott,  for  the  proteclion  of 
JVIartinico,  he  and  the  brave  Admiral  proceeded,  on  the  morning 
of  the  3 1  ft  of  March,  to  the  attack  of  St.  Lucia.  This  ifland 
had  not  the  means  of  a  formidable  defence ;  and  on  the  4th  of 
April,  his  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  Edward,  after  a  fatiguing  march 
of  fourteen  hours  from  the  landing  place,  hoilted  the  Britifh  co- 
lours on  its  chief  fortrefs  Morne  Fortune]  the  garrifon,  confifting 
of  300  men,  having  furrendered  on  the  fame  terms  of  capitula- 
tion as  thofe  that  had  been  granted  to  General  Rochambeau. 
Ricard,  the  officer  commanding  in  St.  Lucia,  defired  and  ob- 
tained permiffion,  as  Rochambeau  had  done  before  him,  to  em- 
bark for  North  America ;  but  the  garrifons  of  both,  of  St. 
iiucia  and  Martimco,  were  fent  to  France  immediately  on  their 
lurrender*. 

After 

*  So  rapid  were  the  movements  df  the  Britifli  army,  that  his  Royal  Highnefe 
Trince  Edward  reimbarked  in  the  Boyne  at  the  end  of  58  hours  after  he  had  landed 
at  St.  Lucia.  It  is  impoffible  to  mention  this  ifland  without  lamenting  that  it  has 
proved  in  every  war  a  grave  to  thoufands  of  brave  men  !  On  the  prefent  occafion  a 

circumHance 
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After  the  completion  of  this  fervice,  General  Grey,  having    chap  III. 
left  the  fixth  and  ninth  regiments,  with  detachments  of  artillery    ^ 
and  engineers,  as  a  garrifon  for  St.  Lucia,  and  appointed  Sir  Charles 
Gordon  governor  of  that  ifland,  returned  to  Martinieo  ;  and  the 
fpirit  of  enterprize  among  the  foldiers  being  thus  kept  alive  and  ^ 
encouraged,  the  General  turned  his  attention  in  the  next  place  to 
the  large  and  fertile  colony  of  Guadaloupe. 

It  is  neceffary  the  reader  fhould  be  apprized  in  this  place,  that  ■ 
Guadaloupe  confifls  in  fad  of  two  iilands,  divided  from  each  other 
by  a  narrow  arm  of  the  fea,  called  La  Riviere  Salee,  (Salt  River) 
which  is  navigable  for  veffels  of  50  tons  >  the  Eaftern  Ifland,  or  - 
divifion,  being  called  Grande  Terre,  and  the  weftern  Baffe  Terre, 
Adjoining  the  former,  is  a  fmall  ifland  called  Defirade,  and  near  to  • 
the  latter  a  clufter  of  little  iflands  called  the  Les  Saintes.  At  fome 
difl:ance  from  thefe,  towards  the  eaft,  is  another  ifland  called  Marie  - 
Gallante;  all  thefe  were  dependencies  on  Guadaloupe,  and  com-- ' 
prized  in  its  government. 

On  Tuefday  the  8  th  of  April,  fuchof  the  troops  as  remained  : 
after  the  neceflary  garrifons  for  the  conquered  iflands  were  formed, 
embarked  in  tranfports,  and  the  fleet  failed  from  the- Bay  of  Fort 
Royal.  A  detachment  of  the  fquadron  having  been  fent  in  the  firfl: 
place  to  attack  the  little  iflands  above  mentioned,  called  the  Saintes,  . 
that  fervice  was  executed  with  much  fpirit- and  gallantry  by  a 
party  of  feamen  and  marines  J  and  about  noon  on  the  loth,  the 
Boyne  and  Veteran  cafl:  anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Point  a  Petre,  in  the 

circumftance  occurred  which  demonftrates  in  a  very  ftriking  manner  the  extreme  un^ 
wholefomenefs  of  the  dimate.     The  night  after  the  troops  had  landed,  the  firft  batta. 
lion  of  grenadiers  took  poffeffion  of  fome  negro  huts  :   the  fecond  battalion  had  no 
fuch  accommodation,  or  rather  chofe  to  remain  in  the  open  air.  The  confequence  was,- 
that  while  the  former  continued  healthy,  40  of  the  beft  men  of  the  latter  were  re-  : 

turned  the  next  morning;  on  the  fick-  lift, 

divifion. 
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CHAPJir.    divifion  of  Grande  Terre  ;   a  frefh  wind  and  lee  current  pre- 

J794.       ''^"^^"f  ""'^"^^  ^^  ^^^  tranfports  from  getting  in  until  the  day 
followinp". 

o 

V/ithout  waiting  however  for  the  arrival  of  all  the  troops,  the 

General  effea:ed  the  landing  of  a  confiderable  detachment,  with 

the  addition  of  500  marines  at  Grofier  bay,  at  one  o'clock  in  the 

mormng  of  the  1 1  th,  under  cover  of  the  Winchelfea  man  of  war, 

the  Captain  of  which.  Lord  Vifcount  Garlics,  being  the  only  per- 

fon  that  was  wounded  on  the  occafion.  "  He  received  a  bad  contu- 

"  fion  (obferves  Admiral  Jervis)  from  the  fire  of  a  battery  agaiiJil 

"^  which  he  had  placed  his  fhip,  in  the  good  old  ivay,  within  half 

«  muiket  fliot."  The  battery  however  was  foon  filenced,  and  early 

on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  the  Fort  of  La  Fleur  d'Ep^e  was 

carried  by  affault,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  garrifon  put  to  the 

fword.     Fort  St.  Louis,  the  town  of  Point  a  Petre,  and  the  new 

battery  upon  Met  a  Coehon,  being  afterwards  abandoned,  and  the 

inhabitants  flying  in  all  diredlions,  the  poffefTion  of  Grande  Terre 

was  complete. 

The  redu<aion  of  BaiTe  Terre  was  effeded  the  2if]:  of  the 
fame  month  -,  for  the  ftrong  pofl  of  Palmifle  being  carried  by  the 
gallantry  of  Prince  Edward  and  Col.  Symes,  and  that  of  Houel- 
rmont  by  Major  Gen.  Dundas,  the  French  governor  (CoUot)  im- 
-mediately  capitulated;  furrendering  the  whole  of  Guadaloupe 
and  all  its  dependencies  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  fame 
terms  that  were  allqwed  to  Rochambeau  at  Martinique,  and  Ricard 
at  Lucia.  It  is  pleafing  to  add,  that  this  conquelT:  was  happily 
effeded  v/ith  th,e  lofs  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh  of  only  feventeen  . 
men  killed,  and  about  fifty  wounded  *. 

^  •  From  a  return  found  among  General  GoUot's  papers,  it  appeared  thai  the  number 
of  J'rench  troops  in  Guadaloupe  was  5877. 

This 
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This  gallant  and  faccefsful  enterprife  compleated  the  entire 
conqueil  of  the  French  poffeffions  in  the  Weft  Indian  Iflands,  and 
the  primary  views  and  declarations  of  the  Bri'ciih  miniilers  were 
thus  wonderfully}  and  I  believe  unexped;edly,  realized  by  Britiih 
energy  and  valour.  Happy,  if  the  fcene  had  Cnnt  at  this  period,  ' 
and  no  envious  cloud  overcaft  the  clofe  of  a  campaign,  the  open- 
ing and  progrefs  of  which  had  Ihone  with  fo  bright  a  luilre  in  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe  ! 

But  now  it  was  that  the  meafure  of  reducing  the  army  at  the 
outfet  of  the  expedition,  began  to  manifeft  thofe  unhappy  confe- 
quences,  which  it  was  then  predicted  would  enfue  from  it.  In 
allotting  garrifons  for  the  fccurity  of  the  feveral  iflands  which  had 
furrendered,  the  deficiency  of  troops  for  that  purpofe,  was  at  OTice 
obvious  and  alarming.  It  was  difcovered  that  the  mortality  had 
been  fo  great  (more  from  ficknefs,.  the  never  failing  effect  of  ex- 
traordinary exertion  in  tropical  climates,  than  the  fword  of  the 
enemy)  as  to  have  reduced  the  ranks  to  .nearly  one  half  their 
original  numbers ;  and  of  the  troops  which  remained  alive,  a  veiy 
large  proportion  were  fo  worn  dovv'n  by  unremitting  fatigue,  as 
to  be  rendered  abfolutely  incapable  of  efficient  fervice.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  numerous  enterprifes  in  which  the  Briti-Cn  forces  were 
engaged,  and  efpecially  the  fatal,  and  never-enough  to  be  la- 
inented,  attempt  on  St.  Domingo,  left  it  not  in  the  power  of  the 
king's  miniilers,  to  fend  fuch  a  reinfurcement  to  the  Windward 
Iflands  as  the  occafion  required. 

So  early,  however,  as  the  22d  of  March,  four  regiments,  con- 
fining of  2377  men,  had  failed  from  Cork  for  Barbadoes.  They 
were  intended  indeed  for  St.  Domingo,  but  authority  was  given 
to  General  Sir  Charles  Grey,  to  detain  two  of  them,  if  circum- 
-  fiances  fhould  render  it  necelTary,  to  ferve  under  his  own  com- 
mand in  the  Windward  Iflands* 
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Thefe  regiments  arrived  at  Barbadoes  on  the  5!:h  of  May, 
and  the  general  detained  the  eight  battahon  companies  of  the 
35  th,  one  of  the  four  regiments,  but  obferving  tlie  extreme 
anxiety  which  the  Britifh  minifter  exprefled  in  his  difpatches  for 
profecuting  the  enterprize  againft  St.  Domingo,  and  trufting  (as 
he  writes)  "  that  effedual  care  would  be  taken  at  home  to  pre- 
vent the  enemy  in  the  conquered  illands  receiving  affifiance  from 
Europe,"  he  replaced  thofe  battalion  companies  with  eight  flank. 
com-panies  from  his  own  army,"  which  was  thus  rather  dimi- 
niihed  than  augmented  by  the  exchange  *. 

From  this  period,  the  tide  which  had  hitherto  flowed  with 
fo  rapid  and  profperous  a  current,  began  to  run  in  a  contrary 
dire<ftion.  The  ficknefs  which  had  for  fome  time  prevailed  in 
the  army,   was  become  exafperated  to  peftilence.     The   troops 

funk. 


•  Thefe  flank  companies  proceeded  firfi:  to  Jamaica,  and  from  thence  to  Port  air 
Prince,  and  nothing  can  afford  a  more  ftriking  demonftration  of  the  fad  confequence 
of  tropical  warfare,  than  the  account  which  has  been  given  of  this  reinforcement  on 
its  arrival  at  the  place  of  its  deftination.  "  On  the  8th  of  June,  eight  flank  companies 
"  belonging  to  the  22d,  24d,  35th,  and  4ifi:  regiments,  arrived  at  Port  au  Prince, 
*'  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lenox.'  They  confided,  on  thefr 
"embarkation,  of  about  feventy  men  each,  but  the  aggregate  number,  when  landed, 
*'  was  not  quite  three  hundred.  The  four  grenadier  companies,  in  particular,  were 
*'  nearly  annihilated.  The  frigate  in  which  they  were  conveyed,  became  a  houfe  of 
"  peftilence.  Upwards  of  one  hundred  of  their  rjumber  were  buried  in  the  deep,  in^ 
"  the  ihort  parage  between  Guadaloupe  and  Jamaica,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
"  more  were  left  in  a  dying  flate  at  Port  Royal.  The  wretched  remains  of  the  whole 
"  detachment  difcovered,  on  their  landing  at  Port  au  Prince,  that  they  came  not  to 
•^  participate  in  the  glories  of  conqueft,  bu  t  to  perifli  themfelves  within  the  wails  of 
"  an  hofpital  !  So  rapid  was  the  mortality  in  the  Britifh  army,  after  their  arrival,  that 
"  no  lefs  than  forty  officers,  and  upwards  of  fix  hundred  rank  and  file,  met  an  untimely 
"  death,  without  a  contefl  with  any  other  enemy  than  ficknefs,  in  the  £hoi  t  fpace  ol' 
"  two  months  after  the  furrender  of  the  town." 

Hiftorical  Survey  of  St.  Domingo,  Chap,  ii.  p,  163. 
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funk  linder  it  in  great  numbers,  and  among  its  mod  diftln- 
guifbed  vivitims,  was  major  general  Dundas,  the  governor  of  Gua- 
daloupe.  On  the  4th  of  June  the  commander  in  chief  (being 
at  that  time  with  the  admiral  infpedting  the  flate  of  St.  Chrifto- 
pher's)  received  the  melancholy  account  of  this  gallant  officer's 
death,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  further  intelligence 
arrived,  which  rendered  his  ]ou  at  that  junfture  doubly  afflifting. 
This  was  nodiing  lefs  than  the  very  unexped:ed  information,  that 
a  French  armament  of  confiderable  force  was,  at  that  moment, 
off  Point  a  Petre  ! 

On  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  the  admiral  made  immediate 
fail  for  Guadaloupe,  and  arrived  there  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
7ih,  and  having  put  the  commander  in  chief  afhore  at  Baile 
Terre,  he  proceeded  with  the  fhips  to  Point  a  Petre ;  but  found 
that  the  enemy  had  not  only  made  good  their  landing ;  but  had 
alfo  forced  Fort  Fleur  d'Epee  on  the  preceding  day,  and  were 
a6:uaily  in  polTeiiion  of  the  town,  and  the  forts  by  vvhich  it  w^as 
defended.  They  had  likewife  fecured  their  fhipping  at  fafe  an- 
chorage in  the  harbour.  It  was  now  difcovered  that  this  arma- 
ment confiiled  of  two  frigates,  a  corvette,  two  large  fliips  armed 
en  fAite,  and  two  other  veflels;  having  brought  v/ith  them  1500 
regular  troops  *. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  French  on  this  occafion  was  the  mere 
furpriiing,  ars  there  was  at  this  time  in  Guadaloupe  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  Britiili  troops  than  in  either  of  the  other  conquered 
iflands  :  it  is  afferted  by  a  refpediable  author  y,  who  colledted  his 
obfervations  on  the  fcene  of  ad:ion,  that  the  progrefs  of  the  enC' 


*  This  armament  failed  from  Rochfort  on  the  25th  of  April. 
t  Rev,  Cooper  Williams,  Chaplain  to  the  Boyne. 
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my  was  greatly  accelerated  by  the  mifcondud  of  feveral  of  the 
French  royaliilrs  then  in  the  fort,  a  party  of  whom  (miunformed 
perhaps  as  to  the  red  number  of  the  invaders')  offered  their  fer- 
vices  to  fally  on  the  befiegers,  and  marched  out  for  that  purpofe, 
under  the  command  of  Captain '  M'Dowall  of  the  43d,  but  on 
approaching  the  enemy  they  were  panic  flrnck,  and  deferted  to 
the  town.  Thirty  of  them  only  out  of  140  returned  to  Fleur 
d'Epee  witl^i  captain  M'Dowall.  The  Britiih  merchants  and 
fa'.iors  from  the  town  of  Point  a  Fetre,  had  thrown  themfelves  into 
this  fort  to  co-operate  with  the  garrifon.  This  little  band,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenat  Colonel  Drummond  of  the  forty-third 
regiment,  did  all  that  gallant  men  could  do  ;  twice  they  repuifed 
the  aiTuilants  j  but  the  French  royalifts  who  remained  in  the 
fort,  conceiving  the  vain  hope  of  obtaining  mercy  for  themfelves 
by  a  furrender,  infifted  at  length  that  the  gates  fhould  be  thrown 
open.  This  was  no  fooner  done,  than  the  enemy  poured  in 
from  all  fides,  and  the  few  furviving  Briti£h  foldiers  (not  more 
than  40  in  number)  were  obliged  to  make  the  beft  retreat  they 
could  to  Fort  Louis.  This  place  not  being  tenable  after  the  lofs 
of  Fleur  d'Epee,  was  foon  abandoned  by  them,  and  they  eroded 
over  to  BalTe  Terre  *. 

The 


*  The  celebrated  Brigadier  General  Arnold,  being  on  bufinefs  of  a  mercantile 
nature  at  Point  a  Petre,  was  captured  at  the  time  the  place  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
republicans,  and,  being  apprehenfive  of  ill  treatment,  changed  his  name  to  Anderfon. 
He  was  put  on  board  a  prifon-fhip  in  the  harbour,  and  had  confiderable  propert)'  in 
cafli  with  him,  of  which,  it  is  fuppofed,  Fremont  and  Victor  Hugues  were  informed, 
as  he  received  an  intimation  from  one  of  the  Frenth  fentries,  that  he  was  knov^n, 
'  and  would  foon  be  guillotined.  On  this  alarming  intelhgence,  he  determined'to  at- 
tempt an  efcape,  which  he  efFedted  in  the  following  manner:  At  night  he  lo/.ered 
into  the  fea  a  calk  containing  clothes  and  valuables,  with  a  diredion  on  it,  that  if  it 
2  floated 
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The  commander  in  chief,  the  moment  the  ftrength  of  the  CHAP.  III. 
enemy  vvas  afcertained,  had  tranfmitted  orders  to  the  command-  1794^ 
■crs  in  the  different  iilands  to  fend  from  thence  whatever  force 
could  be  fpared;  and  the  legiflature  of  St.  Chriftopher,  imme- 
diately on  receiving  notice  of  the  enemy's  appearance,  raifed  a 
confiderable  body  of  volunteers  at  the  expence  of  the  colony,  and 
difpatched  them,  with  great  expedition,  to  co-operate  in  this  im- 
portant fervice. 

All  the  force  that  could  be  thus  obtained,  being  at  lengtlv 
collecled  at  BalTe  Terre,  detachments  were  landed  on  the  fide  of 
Fort  Fleur  d'Epee,  and  many  fkirmifnes  took  place  with  the 
enemy,  between  the  19th  of  June  and  the  beginning  of  July, 
the  particulars  of  which  it  is  not  neceifary  to  relate.  The  v»^ea- 
ther  was  now  become  infupportably  hot,-  and  the  tropical  rains- 
■being  already  fet  in,  the  general  determined  to  make  an  effort  to- 
finilli  the  campaign  at  a  blow.  It  was  planned  that  a  large  body 
of  troops,  under  Brigadier  General  Symes,  (hould  march  during 
the  ni^ht,  and  make  themfelves  mafters  of  Morne  government, 
"and  the  other  commanding  heights  round  the  town  of  Point  a  ' 
Petre ;  the  general  himfelf,  at  the  head  of  the  reft  of  his  army 
remaining  in  readinefs  on  the  heights  of  Mafcot,  to  ftorm  Fort 
Fleur  Q -Epee,  on  receiving  a  fignal  from  the  brigadier :  the  fai- 
lure of  this  enterprize  was  a  fatal  circumftance  ;  and  many  ani- 

madverfions 


floated  to  the  fhore  of  our  camp  at  BerviUe,  it  might  be  known,  and  reftored  to  him ; 
he  then  lowered  down  his  cloak  bag  to  a  fmall  raft  which  he  had  prepared,  on  which 
alfo  he  got  himfelf,  and  proceeded  to  a  fmall  canoe,  in  which  he  pufhed  for  the 
BritiOi  fleet,  directed  by  the  admiral's  lights.  On  his  making  towards  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour,  he  was  challenged  by  the  French  row-guard,  but  by  the  darknefs  of 
the  night  efcaped  from  them,  and  arrived  on  board  the  Boyne  by  four  o'clock  on 
Monday  morning,  the  30th  of  June. 

See  the  Rev.  Cooper  Willia.ms's  Account  of  the  Campaign  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
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maaverilons  having  been  n:ade  on  the  condua  of  it,  I  fmll  recite 
the  particulars  in  General  Grey's  own  words :  "  On  the  eveninj^ 
"  of  the  lit  inftant  Brigadier  General  Symes  marched  from  Morne 
"  Mafcot  with  the  ift  battalion  of  grenadiers,  the  ifc  and  2d  baita- 
"  lions  of  light  infantry,  and  the  i  ft  battalion  of  feamen  com- 
"  manded  by  Captain  Robertfon,  to  attack  the  town  of  Point  a 
"  Petre  before  day-break  on  the  2d  inftant ;  but  being  milled  by 
"  their  guides,  the  troops  entered  the  town  at  the  part  where 
*'  they  were  moftcxpofed  to  the  enemy's  cannon  and  fmall  arms, 
"  and  where  it  was  not  poffible  to  fcale  the  walls  of  the  fort  5 
"  m  confequence  of  which,  they  fuffered  confiderably  from  round 
"  and  grape  {hot,  together  with  fmall  arms  fired  from  the 
*'  houfes,  &c.  and  a  retreat  became  unavoiable."  It  gives  me 
great  concern,  obferves  the  general,  to  add,  that  Brigadier  Ge- 
neral Symes  was  wounded  -,  and  that  lieutenent  Colonel  Gomm 
and  fome  other  meritorious  officers,  were  killed  on  this  attack 
as  was  alfo  Captain  Robertfon  of  the  navy,  a  valuable  officer, 
and  whofe  death  was  a  great  lofs  to  the  fervice  *. 

The  m.editated  attack  on  Fort  Flcur  d'Epee,  being  thus  ren- 
dered abortive,  and  the  Britifli  troops  fo  reduced  or  debilitated  as 
to  be  abfolutely  unfit  for  further  exertion,  (expofed  as  they  were 

to 

*  Brigadier  Ger.eral  Symes  died  of  his  wounds  a  fhort  time  afterwards  ;  exclu- 
five  of  whom,  the  total  lofs  of  the  Britifli  in  this  unfortunate  affair,  and  fome  prece- 
ding attacks,  is  ftated  as  follows : 

I  lieutenant  colonel,  4  captains,  7  lieutenants,  7  ferjeants,  2  drummers,  91  rank 
andiile,  if»7/fi; 'i  major,  3  captains,  7  lieutenants,  13  ferjeants,  8  drummers,  298 
rank,  and  file,  womided;  i  ferjeant,  3  drummers,  52  rank  and  file,  mijfing.  One  of 
the  French  frigates  in  the  harbour  did  great  execution,  killing  3  officers  and  36  pri- 
vates of  the  light  infarttry,  by  a  fingle  difcharge  of  grape  {hot.  They  were  unfortu- 
,nately  drawn  up  in  a  ftreet,  which  was  cfFedually  commanded  by  her  guns. 
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to  the  fun  and  the  rains)  It  was  refolved  at  a  confultation  held  on  CHAP.  III. 
the  3d,  between  the  commander  in  chief  and  the  admiral,  to  1794.. 
relinquifli  all  further  attempts  for  the  prefent  on  Grande  Terre ; 
and  to  remove  the  artillery  and  flores,  and  to  reinforce,  with 
the  troops,  the  pofts  in  BalTe  Terre.  This  determination,  dic- 
tated by  a  neceffity  which  left  no  alternative,  was  carried  into 
effedl  without  lofs,  on  the  night  of  the  5th.  "  I  now,"  faid 
the  general  in  his  letter  of  the  8th,  "  occupy  with  my  whole 
"  force,  the  ground  between  St.  John's  Point  and  Bay  Ma- 
"  hault,  and  having  ereded  batteries  with  24  pounders  and  mor- 
"  tar  batteries  at  Point  Saron  and  Point  St.  John,  oppoiite  to  the 
*'  town  of  Point  a  Petre,  my  fituation  gives  perfedt  fecurity  to 
"  Bafle  Terre." 

Many  arrangements,  hov/ever,  were  yet  to  be  made  for  the 
maintenance  of  this  pofition  during  the  approaching  hurricane 
months,  and  until  a  reinforcement  fhould  arrive  from  Great 
Britain,  Thefe  being  at  length  completed,  the  general  em- 
barked on  board  the  Boyne,  and  failed  for  St.  Pierre  in  the 
ifland  of  Martinique,  where  he  eftabhihed  his  head  quarters, 
leaving  Brigadier  Graham  to  command  in  his  abfence  at  BalTe 

Terre. 

The  head  quarters  of  the  Britifli  army  in  Guadaloupc  were  at 
Camp  Berville,  which  was  placed  on  commanding  ground  j 
flanked  by  the  fea  on  one  lide,  and  on  the  other  by  an  impaffable 
mcrafs.  About  a  mile  on  the  rear,  was  a  narrow  pafs,  by  v/hich 
alone  the  camp  could  be  approached,  and  in  front  was  the  river 
Sallee,  on  the  furthermoft  banks  of  which  fbands  the  town  of 
Point  a  Petre ;  but  the  fituation  of  this  encampment,  fo  favour- 
able in  other  refpeds,  proved  to  be,  in  the  higheft  degree,  un- 
healthful.     The  baneful  effects  of  the  climate  at  this  {Qdifon  of 

the 
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the  year  were  aggravated  by  putrid  exhalations  from  the  neigh- 
bouring fwamps,  and  a  dreadful  mortality  enfaed  amon'?  the 
troops.  By  the  middle  of  Auguft,  the  numbers  on  the  Tick  lift 
confiitULed  the  majority  of  the  camp.  During  the  m.onth  of 
Septemiber,  the  army  %Yas  inadequate  to  the  fupnjy  of  guards  for 
the  different  batteries.  Several  companies  could  not  produce  a 
iTngle  man  fit  for  duty^  sikI  the  43d  regiment  could -not  even 
afford  a  corporal  and  three  m.en,  for  the  prote<rtion  of  their  own 
camp  in   the  night. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  Iceep  up  the  appearance  of  force  in  front 
of  the  enemy,  the  different  iflands  were  completely  drained  of 
troops,  and  a  body  of  French  loyalifts  vs^ere  felcifled  to  perform 
military  duty  at  the  poft  of  Gabarre  ;  where  they  condufed  then:- 
felves  with  much  fpirit  and  fidelity. 

The  commiffioner  from  the  French  convention,  and  now  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  French  troops  in  Guadaloupe,  was  Vidtor 
Hugues,  a  man  of  whom.  I  fhall  hereafter  have  frequent  occafion 
to  fpeak.  It  is  fufficient  in  this  place  to  obferve,  that  thou-Wi 
his  name  has  fince  become  proverbial  for  every  fpecies  of  outrage 
and  cruelty*,  he  was  not  deficient  either  in  courage  or  capacity. 
Obferving  how  feverely  his  cvm  troops,  as  well  as' ours,  fuffered 
from  the  climate,  he  conceived  the  projedl  of  arming  in  his  fer- 
vice,  as  m.any  blacks  and  mulattoes  as  he  could  colled:.  Thefe 
men,  inured  to  the  climate,  and  having  nothing  to  lofe,  flocked  to 
his  flandard  in  great  numbers,  and  were  foon  brought  into  fom.e 
degree  of  order  and  difcipline.  With  the  co-operation  of  thefe 
auxiliaries,  apprized  at  the  fame  time  of  the  debilitated  ftate  of 
the  Britifh  army,  the  French  Commiflioner  determined  to  attack 
the  Britifh  Camp  at  Berville.  For  this  purpofe,  on  Saturday  the 
::6th  of  September,  he  embarked  a  large  body  of  troops  in  fmall 

veffels. 
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vefTels,  which  paffing  our  fhips  of  war  unperceived,  undercover  CHAP. Ill, 
of  a  dark  night,  made  good  their  landing  in  two  detachments; 
the  one  at  Goyave,  the  other  at  Bay  Mahault.  The  detachment 
which  took  pofleflion  of  the  place  lafl  mentioned,  immediately 
marched  to  Gabarre,  in  the  view  of  furrounding  the  French 
■  royalifts  flationed  there,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  they 
efcaped  to  Berville.  -  The  other  detachment  which  had  landed  at 
Goyave,  began  its  march  to  Petit  Bourg.  Lieut.  Col.  Drummond, 
of  the  43d  regiment,  with  fome  convalefcents  from  the  hofpital, 
and  a  party  of  royalifls,  advanced  to  meet  them,  but  perceiving 
their  great  fuperiority,  found  it  advifeable  to  retreat;  and  they 
took  poft  at  a  battery  upon  the  fhore,  called  Point  Bacchus,  where 
however  they  were  foon  furroundcd,  and  the  whole  party  made 
prifoners.  By  the  pofTeffion  of  this  poft,  the  enemy  entirely  cut 
off  all  communication  between  the  Britifli  camp  and  fliipping. 
They  then  proceeded  to  poffefs  themfelves  of  the  neighbouring 
heights,  and  formed  a  juncflion  with  the  other  detachment  which 
had  landed  at  Bay  Mahault:  by  this  means  the  camp  at  Berville 
was  compleatly  inverted  by  land;  its  whole  ftrength,  including 
the  iick  and  convalefcent,  confided  of  no  more  than  two  hundred 
and  fifty  regular  troops,  and  three  hundred  royalifts.  All  that 
courage,  perfeverance,  and  defpair  could  effect,  was  performjcd 
by  the  united  exertions,  of  this  galland  band,  tn  the  firft  attack 
on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  after  a  conflid:  of  three  hours,  the 
republicans  were  defeated  with  great  lofs.  They  were  again  re- 
pulfed  in  two  fubfequent  attacks,  on  the  30th  of  the  fame  month 
and  the  4th  of  Odiober.  But  their  numbers  continually  increa- 
fing,  and  the  manifeft  impoffibility  of  opening  a  communication 
with  the  Britifh  fleet,  depriving  the  garrifon  of  all  proper  fuccour 
General  Graham,  on  the  reprefentation  of  his  oiScers,  confented 
Vol,  III.  ^  L  on 
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on  the  6th  of  Odober  to  fend  a  flag  to  the  French  commiffioner, 
oftering  to  capitulate.     Towards  the  Britifh,  the  terms  granted  by 
the  enemy  were  fufficiently  hberal,  but  the  condition  demanded 
for  the  French  royalifts,  that  they  fhould  be  treated  as  Britifh  fub- 
jeds,  was  declared  inadmiffible;   all  the  favour  that  could  be  ob- 
tained for  them,  was  the  fandtion  of  a  covered   boat,   in  which 
twenty-five  of  their  officers  efcaped  to  the  Boyne.     The  refl  of 
the  miferable  royaliils,   upwards  of  300  in  number,    were  left  a 
facrifice  to  the  vengeance  of  their  republican  enemies.     Finding 
themfelves  excluded  from  the  capitulation,  they  folicited  permif- 
iion  to  endeavour  to  cut  their  way  through  the  enemy,  an  attempt 
which  muft  have  ended  only  in  the  deflruclion  both  of  themfelves 
and  the  Britifh.     There  was  a  faint  hope  entertained,  however^ 
that  Viclor  Hugues  (whofe  charadler  was  not  at  that  time  fuffici- 
ently developed)   would   relent  on  their  furrender.       In  this  ex- 
pedation,  however,   thefe  unfortunate  people  were  cruelly  difap- 
pointed,  and  their  fad  fate  cannot  be  recorded  without  indignation 
and   horror.     The  republicans  ereded  a  guillotine,   with  which 
they  flruck  off  the  heads  of  fifty  of  them  in  the  fhort  fpace  of  an 
hour.     This  mode  of  proceeding,  however,  proving  too  tedious" 
foF  their  impatient  revenge  j  the  remainder  of  thefe  unhappy  men 
were  fettered  to  each  other,  and  placed  on  the  brink  of  one  of  the 
trenches   which  they  had  fo  gallantly  defended:    the  reoublicans 
then  drew  up  fome  of  their  undifciphned  recruits  in  front,   who 
firing  an  irregular  volley  at  their  miferable  vidlms,   killed  fome 
and  wounded  others;  leaving  many,  in  all  probability,  untouched: 
the  weight  however  of  the  former,  dragged  the  reft  into  the  ditch, 
where  the  living,  the  wounded,   and  the  dead,   fhared  the  fame 
grave]  the  foil  being  inflantly  thrown  in  upon  them**^. 

Thus 
*  Rev.  Cooper  Williams's  account  of  the  campaign,  &c. 
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Thus  was  the  whole  of  this  fertile  country  (the  flngle  fortrefs  CHAP.  IK. 
of  Matilda  excepted)  reftored  to  the  power  of  France,  and  placed 
under  the  domination  of  a  revengeful  and  remorfelefs  democracy. 
General  Prefcott,  who  commanded  the  Matilda  Fort,  fuflained  a 
long  and  moft  haraffing  liege,  from  the  i/tth  of  Odlober  to  the 
loth  of  December.  His  condud"  throughout,  as  well  as  that  -of 
the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  was  above  all  praife. 
He  maintained  his  pofition  until ,  the  fort  was  no  longer  tenable, 
and  having  no  other  means  of  faving  his  reduced  and  exhaufted 
garrifon  from  the  fword,  he  was  obliged  at  length  to  abandon  it 
by  filent  evacuation.  Three  line  of  battle  Hiips  had  indeed  arri- 
ved in  the  interim  from  Great  Britain,  but  they  came  only  to  be- 
hold the  triumph  of  the  enemy.  With  this  adverfe  ftroke  of 
fortune,  clofed  the  campaign  of  1794:  its  career  for  a  while  was 
glorious  beyond  example;  and  if  the  very  unhappy  meafure  of  re- 
ducing the  num.ber  of  the  troops  at  the  outfet,  had  not  taken 
effed:,  or  if,  as  foon  as  the  news  of  the  capture  of  Martinico 
had  reached  England,  aftrong  reinforcement  had  been  fent  to  the 
fcene  of  a£tion,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  Guadaloupe  would  have 
Ml  continued  in  poiTeffion  of  the  Enghfh,  and  the  page  of  hiftory 
remained  undefiled  with  thofe  dreadful  recitals  of  revolt,  devafta- 
tion,  and  malTacre,  which  I  (hall  foon  have  the  painful  tafk  of 
recording,  to  the  fhame  and  everlafting  diihonour  of  the  French 
charader,  and  the  difgrace-of  human  nature.  Our  gallant  com- 
manders were  fortunate,  in  being  allowed  to  withdraw  in  time 
from  an  atmofphere  polluted  by  fuch  enormities.  Worn  down 
by  conflant  exertion  both  of  body  and  mind,  aflailcd  by  an  unprin- 
cipled fadion  with  the  bafeft  calumnies,  and  opprefTed  by  the 
melancholy  and  daily  profpedl  of  a  gallant  army  perifhing  of  dif- 
eafe,  they  were  happily  relieved  from  infinite  anxiety  by  the  ap- 

2  L  3  pearance 
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^HARin.    pearance  of  the  reinforcement  before  mentioned,  in  which  arrived 
1 794.       Gen.  Sir  John  Vaughan  and  Vice  Admiral  Caldwell;  to  the  for- 
mer of  whom  Sir  Charles  Grey,  and  to  the  latter  Sir  John  Jervis, 
furrendered  their  refpeftive  commands,  and  on  the  27th  of  Novem- 
ber failed  for  Great  Britain. 
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CHAPTER      IV. 


1794- 


Savage  Indignities  of  ViSlor  Ungues  to  the  remains  of  General 
Dundas. — His  unprecedented  Cruelty  to  his  Britifo  Prifofiers. — 
Meditates  Hofilities  againft  the  other  If a-nds. 

HE  firft  meafure  of  the  French  commiffioner,  on  takino-  CHAP. IV, 
poffeffion  of  Fort  Matilda,  difplayed  in  the  iifrongeft  man- 
ner the  bafenefs  and  ferocity  of  his  charader.  The  body  of  Major 
General  Dundas  had  been  buried  within  the  walls  of  that  fortrefs, 
and  a  flone  placed  over  it  with  a  fuitable  infcription.  This 
humble  memorial,  which  a  generous  enemy,  in  every  civilized 
part  of  the  earth,  would  have  held  facred,  was  immediately  de- 
flroyed  by  orders  of  this  favage  defpot,  and  the  remains  of  the 
deceafed  hero  dug  up  and  thrown  into  the  river  Gallion.  Thia 
mean  and  cowardly  difplay  of  inefFed:ual  vengeance,  was  made  the 
fubjedt  of  boafting  and  triumph  in  a  public  proclamation,  worthy 
only  of  its  author*. 

Thcr 

*  So  much  has  been  heard  of  Viftor  Hugues,  that  it  may  be  agreeable  to  the  reader 
to  be  informed  of  his  origin  and  early  purfuits.  He  was  born  of  mean  parents  in  fome 
part  of  old  France,  and  was  placed  out  when  a  boy,  as  an  apprentice  to  a  hair-drelTer; 
In  that  occupationhe  went  originally  to  Guadalsupe,  where  he  was  afterwards  known 
as  a  petty  innkeeper  at  BafTe  Terre.  Failing  in  that  purfuif,  he  became  mailer  of  a 
finall  trading  veflel,  and  at  length  was  promoted'to  a  lieutenancy  in  the  French  navy. 
Being  diftinguiflied  for  his  aftivity  in  the  French  revolution,  he  was  afterwards  de- 
puted, through  the  influence  of  Robefpierre,  to  w^hofe  party  he  was  ftrongly  attached, 
to  the  National  Aflembly.  In^  1794  he  obtained  the  appointment  of  Commiffioner  at 
Guadaloupe,  with  controuling  powers  over  the  commanders  of  the  army  and  navy  j 
and  proved  himfelf  in  every  refpecl  worthy  of  his  great  patron  and  exemplar,  being 
nearly  as  favage,  rejnorfelefs,  and  bloody,  as  Robefpierre  himfelf. 
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:kaP.  IV.  The  miferies  of  war  feem,  indeed,  to  have  been  wantonly  aggra- 
"^■^  %-ated  by  this  man,  to  an  extent  never  known  among  the  rudeft 
and  moft  barbarous  nations.  In  the  viilap^e  of  Petit  Boaro-  lav 
many  fick  and  vv^ounded  Britiin  foldiers,  who  had  been  taken  pri- 
foners  with  Colonel  Druramond  at  Point  Bacchus.  Thefe  un- 
happy men  made -an  humble  application  to  Victor  Hugues  for 
m.edical  affiftance  and  frefh  provifions.  Their  petition  was  an- 
fwered  by  a  death  wan-ant.  The  vindidive  conque^-or,  inilead  of 
confidering  them  as  objefts  of  mercy  and  relief,  caufed  the  whole 
number  in  the  hofpital,  and  among  them  it  is  faid  "  many  women 
«  and  fome  children,"  to  be  indifcriminately  murdered  by  the 
bayonet ;  a  proceeding  fo  enormoufly  wicked,  is,  I  beheve,  with- 
out a  precedent  in  the  annals  of  human  depravity*. 

After  fuch  condud  towards  men  who  were  incapable  of  making 
either  refinance  or  efcape,  it  may  well  be  fuppofed  that  revenue 
was  not  tardy  in  the  purfuit  of  its  vicflims  among  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country.  To  be  accufed  of  adtions,  or  fufpedted  of  princi- 
ples, hoftile  towards  the  new  government,  was  to  be  convided  of 
treafon.  Accordingly,  perfons  of  all  conditions,  without  refpecl 
to  fex  or  age,  were  fent  daily  to  the  guillotine  by  this  inexorable 
tyrant,  and  their  execution  was  commonly  performed  in  fight  of 
the  Britifh  prifoners. 

Vidor  Hugues,  having  taken  thefe  and  other  meafures  for  fe- 
curing  the  quiet  poffeffion  of  Guadaloupe,  determined  in  the  next 

place 


•  I  am  unwilling  to  give  this  anecdote  to  the  public  without  quoting  my  au- 
thority. I  relate  it  on  the  teftimony  of  the  Rev.  Cooper  Williams,  chaplain  of  the 
Boyne,  who  quotes  Col.  Drummond  himfelf,  and  it  is  confirmed  by  a  declaration 
drawn  up  by  GeneralVaughan  and  Vice-Admiral  Caldwell.  Col.  Drummond  himfelf 
was  confined  to  a  piifon  fhip,  and  by  particular  orders  from  Viitor  Hugues,  to  fwab 
the  decks  like  the  meaneft  feameu. 
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place  (his  force  being  inadequate  to  a  regular  attempt  agaiiiil  any  CHAP.  IV. 
ef  the  other  iflands)  to  adopt  a  fyftem  of  hoftiHty  againft  feme  of  '"'  '^— — ' 
them,  which,  though  well  fuited  to  his  charad:er  and  difpofition, 
was  not  lefs  outrageous  and  fanguinary  than  unprecedented  among 
civilized  flates.  To  this  end  he  direded  his  iirfh  attention  towards 
Grenada  and  St,  Vincent's,  expedling  to  find  in  each  of  thofe 
iflands,  adherents  fit  tor  the  project  which  he  meditated.  *    *    * 
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t  N.  B.— At  this  interefting  period  the  hiftory  clofes.— Death  abruptly  terminates 
the  author's  labours. 
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